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May General Meeting
Saturday , May 21, 1988 9 A.M. to Noon
Orange Coast College, Science Building Lecture Hall

MAY GENERAL MEETING

: ' Dave Lorenzini and Tim Smith
;f‘ 20 MHz 386 SYSTEMS

] Jerry Bower, Manager of New Market Development, Systems Marketing, AST Research, Irvine, California, will present the AST
i PREMIUM/386, recently rated highest in a review of 20 MHz 386 systems by InfoWorld.

Mr. Bower, who was in chérgc of the development of the Premium/386 development project, will describe the unique and innovative
Multi-Master SMARTslot Architecture, which offers the functionality of IBM’s Micro Channel Architecture without giving up
compalibility with the AT-style addin boards. :

HELP WITH DOS

How many times have you been working on your computer, in the middle of your work session, when you need to read your DOS
manual to figure out the syntax of some arcanae DOS command? Dan Rollins of Flambeaux Software will demonstrale his companys’
software product called DOS HELP!. This software supplies instant easy to understand information about the IBM PC Disk Operating
System. Whether you are a PC genius or a newcomer to the PC, you can get rid of that hard to understand DOS manual.

There will be a suprise guest speaker to round out our General Meeting, so we look forward to seeing you there.

MAY PRIZE DRAWINGS APRIL RAFFLE PRIZES
This month’s prize drawing looks like it will be another Thanks to several generous donors we were able 1o give
winnet for our membership and thase companies that support away some super prizes. Dan Likins’ new raffle program did
our Club. the same good job it had last month, picking winners from

ambng the list of all our paid-up members. The countdown
bar sure kept people on their toes if their name was drawn.
Thanks to Steve Schiro for his help in toading our
membership list in the compuler so the drawing could

With AST and the people from Flambeaux Software visiting
our General Meeting for product presentations, I’m sure that
they will have some of their software or hardware products
included in our raffle. Since the representative from AST will

roceed.
be talking about their new FASTSLOT architechure systems, P
you never know what will turn up. ‘The winners of major prizes at last months raffie were:
I'm sure by the time the general meeting arrives, there will Prize Donated by
be adgll[l%:sa io the list. Plan on attending. Everyone present has Lars Anderson Sidekick Borland
an equal chance. Ed Middleton Turbo C Borfand
Victor Camficld Superkey Borland
Claude Sibert  Turbo Basic Borland
Jean Collins  Quattro Borland
Jerty Menton  Sidekick Plus Borland

Other prizes went to our members such as T-shirts all
donated by Borland International.

Congratulations to all our winners, and a great big thank
you to Borland,

General Meeting ‘page 1 Orange Coast IBM PC
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

We in OCIPUG are not alone in
pondering where our members interests
lic. In a recent editorial in PC Report the
Boston Computer Society comments that
its sew PC members appear jess
concerned than others with the very latest
machines and technologies. They
apparently want rather to use their
existing PC’s more in everyday life. To
quote “...they are less interested in
following the latest technology around
than in finding out how to use today’s

software and hardware 1o accomplish
more...”

Until you demand change, this is the
broad direction of README.- DOC
editorial policy. At the same lime we do
also try to keep you informed of the latest
products. In the last few issues you will
have observed not only this general
policy in operation, but also the
progressive stabilization of the lay-out of
our newsletter. If you have favorite
reading, you will be able each month to
turn directly to it. Should you need some

information in a hurry you will likewise
know where to find it.

These two items, policy and lay-out
are critical and inscparable attributes of
our production. We cannot change one
without effecting the other. If you have
strong feelings on either aspect, or both,
let us know your views. How you may
proceed to do so is detailed below.

LETTERS

There has been a slight change in
page assignment. This page will
devoted to Ictters to the Editor and
perhaps several other matters. Page
13 will be a single page dealing with
the Club Builetin Board: it will be
handled by-a new Associate Editor.

SIG reports will appear as usual, but
on pages 14 & 15. The Technical Comer
will normally cover pages 16 through 19;
John Goodman, Associate Editor, will
produce: this section.

It takes a little time for a Club to feel
comfortable with a new overall lay-out
for its newsleiter, We have not been
entirely surprised by the early dearth of
letters to the Editor. Indeed unti! now no
formal space was even allocated for such
use. During this pause we have
appreciated your restraint. Do not
however feel that you need to hold off
any longer. Here, if you wish to present

Yyour views, is what you can do.

A letter to the Editor should be
adressed as follows :

The Editer, README.DOC
P.0.Box 6100-21]1 Costa Mesa, CA
92628

Letters received by 20th. of a given
month will receive consideration for
publication in the following month’s
issue, or later.

Should you prefer 1o leave your copy
on the BBS, archive your file and name it
LETRxxxx.ARC, the x’s being
something unique so that your file does
not clash with any item already uploaded
to the BBS. Do not put a forward slash in

- front of your file’s description after you

have uploaded it. Then the appropriate
person on the editorial board can pick it
up, and you wili not also have to leave us
2 message.

Whether you choose writlen or

electronic mail, please sign your name
and give your members number. If you
prefer to use a pseudonym, please
indicate what this should be after you
have supplied your real name, which will
not then be published,

Should your letter be heavy in techie
language or topic, or really be a Random
Agccess query, send it along in the same
way but addressed additionally to our
Technical Corner, where John Goodman
is waiting to hear from you,

Please keep the length of your letters
down to no more than a half-colemn of
our standard format. If you cannot get it
done in that, consider putting it in the
form of an article and submitling it as
such. Either way and either place it will
be welcome. AB.

We at Orange Coast IBM PC User Group, wish to thank the following company for their sponsorship. This will enable us to better serve

our members by providing the necessary support through donations such as this.

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Garden of Eden Computers

Westminster, California

If you or your business would like more information on this program, please give one of the following people a call:

Steven Dela
Arthur Boughey

775-8373
951-6888

User Group Newsletter
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s hard to believe that the "elective
year” is half over, af least it will be by the
time that you read this newsletter. Your
current officers and directors took office
starting the first of November and have
been "running” ever since. Most of you
will never realize how much work these
people have been doing behind the scenes
to help this club be as successful as it has.
[ know that there have been a few times
when something didn’t go right, but on the
whole they have done a great job. It’s very
hard to please everyone, but they have
really tried.

This column is not a farewell by any
means, as we have another 6 months to
carry on our various responsibilities.
However, it is time to look forward to next
year. I will soon be appointing a
Nominating Committee to recommend
names for candidates for next years Board
of Directors. This used to be a somewhat
simpler task. When our group was smaller
it was casier for everyone to know
everyone else. It was a lot easier to
discover talent among the members. Our
increased size has brought us a great deal
of benefits, but it has diminished our
capacity lo know cach other and what
talents or knowledge (or ability to learn)

each has, or their willingness to help their
fellow members, etc.

[ know that there is a great deal of talent
among the members and we need to know
who is willing to share their abilities with
the other members. You don’t have 1o be a
"guru" about computers to help out.
Cerlainly, we do need computer experts in
some of the positions, but many times we
also need people who have other talents.
We need people who can crganize people
or projects and people who can help carry
out those various tasks.

As an example, we need help in the
Membership Department. People to help
keep up the database, people to make the
membership badges, people to help out on
Saturday mornings to help sign up new
members and answer questions about the
club, people to take "flyers” to their local
computer stores and offices, people to help
with the Bulletin Board, people to help us
locale meeting places, people to help on the
README.DOC staff. I could go on and
on, but the point [ am trying to make is that
this club is a success because others have
been willing to give up their time and
efforts to make it work. Those of us who
have done so have been happy to do it, but
we need YOUR help. We also need to let
some others have the opportunity to help
the club progress even more, Of course

some jobs take more lime than others, but
if everyone would help, it wouldn’t take
very much time for most of the positions.

Please let us know if you are willing to
help out, and if there is some particular job
you would like to do. I agreed to run for
President when I had very little knowledge
about computers but wanted o learmn and
also wanted to help cut in any way I could.
We have had many members who know a
lot about computers and they have helped
me and you. We have also discovered
people with a lot of talent that at first we
were not aware of. People like STEVE
DELA, ARTHUR BOUGHEY, JOHN
GOODMAN, and DAVE LORENZINI
have done wonders with this newsletter. At
first I was not aware of their hidden talents.
DAVID CARROLL is doing a fantastic job
as SIG Coordinator and [ was not aware of
what a dedicated person he is until he
accepled his present assignment. There are
many who deserve mention and I will do so
at another time.

But the question for now are:
HOW CAN YOU HELP??

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR 77
As [ said before, come on, jump in, the
water's great!!! STAN SABIN
OCIPUG PRESIDENT

GENERAL MEETING CALENDAR

General Meetings are held on the last Saturday of the month except in the months of
May, November and December. In those months the meetings are held one week
carlier because of the holiday falling near the end of enl.. .0 uavoc months. These
special meeting dates are marked in the list belov with an asterisk.

OCIPUG General Meeting dates for 1988

January 30th February 27th March 26th
April 30th May 21st(*) June 25th
July 30th August 27th September 24th
October 29th November 19th(*) December 17th(*)
General Meeting page 3 Orange Coast IBM PC
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REPORT ON APRIL 1988
OCIPUG GENERAL
MEETING

Linda Leydekkers

The general meeting was gain a great
success. Twenty-five new members signed
up at this meeting!! Look out world we
are really growing. Stan Sabin, our club
president, opened the meeting then
turned it over to Tim Smith, Director and
Program Chairman. Tim introduced our
guest speaker, Stephen A. "Steve" Schiro,
Southwestl District Manager, Borland
International, with the words “...Over the
last year ot so it’s hard o think of a
software publishing company that has
experienced the growth and has seen such
a dynamic change in the type of products
that they have been producing. Borland
International is the developer of a 1-2-3
look-alike product, Quaitro...” Borland has
also recently released a new version of one
of their most popular products, Sidekick,
and has acquired a company that
produced Paradax, a relational data base
system.

Steve explained that Quatiro, a
professional spreadsheect program had the
look and feel of “the other” spreadsheet,
but works faster, and has other enhanced
features he would be going over in the
demonstration. Sidekick Plus, he said, was
more than just a upgrade for the original
Sidekick. It takes the same concept as
Sidekick, but is an extremely powerful
desktop manager. Paradox 2.0 has been on
the market for a couple of years. It has
changed the way people view and usc
relational databases.

Beginning with Quaitro Steve said, “I’d
like to start off by lelling you a little of
what the world is saying about Quattro.
‘The whole idea behind Quattro was,
seeing is believing, which you will be doing
here today. It has twice the speed, twice
the power at half the price.”. A show of
hands reveled that a majority of the
audience used a spreadsheet with Lotus
1-2-3 represented as the one most used o
date. Quatlro (among others, of course)
are ou! to change this situation; one of the
beauties of Quattro is that you DO NOT
HAVE TO RETRAIN. The time it takes lo
relearn a new product has been a good
reason in the past nof to change. Here are
a list of features from the brochure
provided at the meeting:

. Built-in graphics capability

. Ten types of presentation-quality graphs

] Compatible with 1-2-3, dBASE, Paradox,
and other spreadsheets and databases.

*  Unlimited macros

+  Easy instailation

. Includes SQZ! Plus data compression

. Modifiablc me¢nus and keystrokes

. Supports PosiScript printers and
typesetters ’

. Not copy protected

“Borland knows that you have made an
investment already,” Steve went on, “both
in purchasing the product, in terms of the
data that you already have there, in terms
of learning how o use the product, and we
really wanted to innovate from the
standard. We wanted to be able to give a
migration so that you could go to the next
better tool without any pain. That you
files come over, that you macros run, and
even if you want you can use the same

N
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interface. You don’t have to learn a
new product. 1 think that is one of the
main benefits of Quatiro. Now you can
have a good macro debugging
environment. Now you can have
extremely good quality graphics. Now you
can have very good speed with no pain.
You can {ake what you are doing exactly
today, and be productive very quickly.”

The equipment available for Steve to
use¢ during the demonstration was a
Compaq 286, BmHz (a typical AT type
machine) with 640K RAM, no expanded
memory, no coprecessor, CGA output and
a 20 Mb hard disk. Quattro is able to use
a mouse for those of you who are into
mice.

According to Borland, there is only one
thing that Loius 1-2-3 version 2.01 has that
Quattro does not:  COPY
PROTECTION. Qualiro installs itself,
This program is intelligent folks! T wish all

the programs | have put on my hard disk
went on this easy. Quattro has the ability
to look at your equipment and just make
itself right at home with the use of
INSTALL command. This had me paying
attention. Steve went on 1o show the
Lotus 1-2-3 users how to change the
menus to work the way they were already
familiar with. What was interesting to me,
was that in our audience (by show of
hands), former 1-2-3 users adapied to the
way Quattro menus furnction anyway in
most cases.

Actually, there are two negatives 1o the
product that came oul later in the
demonstration. Quattro takes up about
50K more memory so with large
spreadsheets you're going to have a
problem. Borland is coming out with a
maintenance release in the next 30 to 60
days that will eliminate this problem.
There are over three million legitimate
Lotus 1-2-3 users out there and Borland
must live within that environment. Now
Borland has 170,000 purchasers of
Quattro, so fhat it can begin to consider
standards of its own,

Quatlro is smarter not only in how fast
it calculates, but how fast you can move
around the spreadsheet. How fast you can
move around the model is very very quick.
Quattro is smarter at recalculation. With
most spreadshects each time a formula
needs to be recalculated, the program
recalculates every formula in the
spreadsheet.  But Quattro recalculates
only the formulas whose elements have
changed.

How many of you have deleted a
column instead of a row, or vice versa?
Makes for a very frustrating situation!
Quattro can bring it back for you just as it
was before the fatal keystroke. If you
forget to close and save your spreadsheet,
ot if there’s a power failure, no need to
worry. ‘The Transcript add-in (included
with Quattro) remembers your keystrokes
s0 you can retrieve work you thought
you'd lost. Impressive? Sure, but it also
comes with SQZ!, a data compression
program, for more cfficienl disk slorage.
When you retreve your file, Quattro
automatically expands it to its original size.

How are you at creating macros? As
much fun as walking your dog in a "no
dump" zone and having 1o clean it up,
right? * Quattro can create macros instantly
by recording your actions and storing
them in the spreadsheet. And the number
of macros per spreadsheet is unlimited

General Meeting
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(Lotus allows only 27). To make things
even easier Quatlro includes a set of more
than 40 macro commands that make up a
programming language. The built-in
macro debugging environment makes il so
much easier to find and correct problem
areas. Steve showed how you can even
run a portion of the macro, step through
the section you suspect contains a bug,
correct it, then run the balance,

There really are many more features lo
this product. If you were not able to
attend the meeting and missed the
demonstration, or you would like Lo sce
more before you buy, call 1-800-543-7543
for the location of a dealer that can give
you a personal demonstration. The
suggested retail price is $199.95, but [
suggest you shop around.

Several of the major magazines have
done some very nice reviews discussing
not onty Quattro but comparing it and
many of the other spreaisheets currently
on the market. One I looked over at the
library was the April 1988 issue of PC
WORLD, “Quattro takes on 1-2-3.” 1 also
saw a copy of PC REVIEW at Crown
Book Store that gave a review of Quattro.
I believe I saw one by PC MAGAZINE as
well. All had good things to say. |
recommend you look at as many of them
as you can stand if you are planning o put
your cash into a spreadsheet program.

The next Borland program
demonstrated was Sidekick Plus, The
Professional Deskiop Manager. The
suggested retail price for this program is
$199.95. Borland has tried remove many
of the things that plagued Sidekick and in
the process has really created a new
generation desklop manager. Some
programs were not real compatible with
Sidekick working in the background.
Sidekick Plus should prove to be better at
this. It is not the memory hog that the
previcus version was either. You can
configure it so that only the kemel is in
memory (about 70K) and it will work off
the disk for the balance of the program.

The original Sidekick is still being
maintained on the market. Sidekick Plus is
not an upgrade, according to Steve, and
when you register the copy you have
purchased, Borland will rebate $25.

Here are some of the features oullined
in the brochure:

*  The File Manager Copy, move,
repame or view files and directories at any

time, over any program.

*  The ASCII Table Find any
mathematical symbol or forcign character
quickly and easily (this feature docs not
have 1o be installed if you don’t think you
will use it).

*  The Phone Book Keeps your names,
addresses and phone numbers at your
fingertips (cven if you don’t have a
modem), picks up your electronic mail,
and much more.

*  The Time Planner Does everything
from scheduling your phone cafls to
funning programs in the middle of the
night, and it will give you a chart that
shows how you're «.Spemiini~I our day so
you car spend it more prolilably,

*  The Notepad A editor with a
WordStar-type interface that lets you
create up to sinc files at once over any
other program you’re working in, This
means you can answer memos, leave

ourse] nolcshao:)tach comments to your
es or PhoneBook—all at the same time.

*+  The Clipboard Lets you transfer
information from one program or file to
another with a single keystroke, No
maticr what application you're using, you

can always call up the Clipboard to cut
and paste information from any document
to your disk.

*  Qutlook: The Qutline Processor
Organizes your thoughts, lists your
priorities, outlines long reports and minds
your agenda. It can auiomatically number
reports, produce tables of contents, and
build charts. All af the touch of a key.

*  The Calculator Four speciali
calculators: Business, scientfic,
Fic anctions of the other hree” 2 2!
combined). i
spreadshect, it can store three permanent
formulas for calculations your repeat over
and over. All four calculators have
variables, memories and cditable tape
function,

Steve mentioned that Borland will be
coming out with their own word processor
in June, called Sprint. It will have what is
called a chameleon interface. In other
words, you can use the inlerface of the
program you are trained in, such as,
WordStar, WordPerfect, Multimate, or
MicroSoft Word. You can use the Sprint
interface, or any of the others without
sacrificing functionality. This will be a
great help to large organizations with
people trained in various programs. As
with Quaitro the company can invest in
one software that can be used by all
employees without the expense of
retraining. This is fine too for the
individual user. Migrating to higher
technology becomes less painful and
frustrating for everyone. You can take
what you already know and expand on that
insicad of completely retraining (it’s about
time!!).

After the break Steve told us about
Paradox, The Complete Database
(Release 2.0). [t comes with about 15

Acting like a one-cell

files. Everything about Paradox comes
with it; Data entry tool kit, personal
programmer which is an applications
generator, and also PAL (Paradox
Application Language). Steve gave the
definition of the word Paradox as, “two
seemingly contradictory set of terms that
in reality are very true. As it relates to
data base management, these two
seemingly contradictory terms are ease of
usc and functional richness. In the past
we had to sactifice ease of use for
powerful capabilities or powerful
capabilities for ease of use. We think with
some very special technology that Paradox
has alleviated that. The product from
Borland is actually a Paradox itself, both
easy to use and very powerful.”

Paradox comes with all the major
components required in a high end
refational data base. A complete report
generator (WYSIWYG). A complete
forms generator. Scripts, a natural facility
which has a learning mode, and is the
window into the programming
environment, The programming language
PAL (Paradox’s application language) is
very rich, with 137 commands, 148
functions, and unlimited memory variables.

Paradox allows the user or the
application developer to gel started
without a lot of predefinition. Typically in
data bases you really need to know how
you want to get the information out before
you start designing your dala base. To
create a data base in Paradox you simply
go to create and name the table you want
1o create. A second benefit of Paradox is
that it is a very good data analysis tool. It
allows you to create information as you
learn more aboul the application as you
examine the data.

Paradox has very familiar cursor
control movements, utilizing the cursor
control keys. Information can be viewed
as a table or a form. The cursor. will locate
on the exact data in either format as you
toggle back and forth. Paradox allows a
lot of visual data analysis. There is an
importfexport capabilily with: Lotus 1-2-3
(1A and 2.0), Lotus Symphony (1.0 and
1.1}, dBASE II, III and Iil Plus, PFS
Professional File (IBM Filing Assistant),
VisiCalc (DIF), and ASCH (delimited and
text).

This is a very fast and impressive
program that will funclion just as well for
the single user as in a Nelwork System.

continued on page 12
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Feature Articles

Arthur Boughey

Many of us will live the next year or so
in a state as it were of suspended
animation. We are wailing for the new
operaling system O5/2 more fully to
impact both hardware and software
products. Some of us have already
proceeded partly on our way. We had
valid reasons for progressing to 286
machines. Wherever we stand fleetingly
on this slippery upgrading slope, there is
at this moment an opportunity to take
stock of cur own position. What do we
want our compuiters e do for us?

In these columns and in OCIPUG
presentalions, and from many other
sources we have leared that exisling
applications programs that operate under
DOS will have to be rewrilten in order to
run under 0S5/2. This circumslance has
provided us with this temporary breathing
space while the big software houses adjust
to this siluation. There is little point in our
moving lo O5/2 until a significant number
of our favorite programs are available in a
form that will operate under this new
system.

Thus it behooves us at this point to
examine the several categories into which
programs are currently divided, and
decide which program in each of the
categories thal concem us we will elect to
follow into its OS/2 version. In the nature
of things it is unlikely that a significant
number of entirely new major programs
will be produced in the first year or so of
general OS/2 operating life. Similarly it is
unlikely thal we will be able to handle
properly more than one program in each
applications category. Most individuals or
businesses setlte on one wordprocessing
program one dala base program one
spreadsheet and so forth.

1 believe that our choices are therefore
not as bewildering as they might be. We
have, as already said, to determine what
we want from our machines. We have to
interpret these needs in terms of program
categories, and we have 10 select single
programs within each calegory. Then we
can sit back and wait for the software
houses to produce their OS/2 versions of
each, before we move further to upgrade
our machines.

last month Dave Lorenzini reviewed
Procomm Plus. The previous month we
had a presentation of WordPerfect v, 5.0.

Now Phillipe Kahn tells us that Borland is
about 1o release Sidekick Plus and we will
have a presentation of this at the May
General Meeting. The question has been
posed before in this column, what can we
hope to achicve with all these new "Plus"
programs? Should we watch for the
appearance of their OS/2 versions?

You may remember when you first got
Sidekick, or ils shareware equivalent
PC-Deskteam. Can you also remember
when you last drew down the Sidekick
calculator in its binary mode, or used its
ASCII table? How many notebooks did
you create? Sidekick Plus boasts that it
can have 30. Maybe somebody can fill that
many.

These are not idle questions. They are
precisely the kind that we presently have a
few moments to ask. For example, in the
calegory of programs to which we
currently assign Sidekick, “Desk Top
Organizers” there is now a low end to
high end gradient, just as in other groups
of applications programs. { myself place
Sidekick towards the low end, I use it
almost not at all to get myself organized.
As [ badly need to be put in order, I
thought I would try a middle of the
gradient Desk Top Organizer that has

We are waiting for the new
operating system OS/2 more fully
to impact both hardware and
software products.

been around for a year or so “Thinktank”.
Details of Thinktank can be had by writing
Living Videotext 117 Easy St., Mountain
View CA 94043-9974, or calling
415-964-6300. Living Videotext is a
Division of Symantec Corporation.

When I first brought up Thinklank it
immediately struck me that in one of its
features it closely resembles PC-Outline.
Both these programs permit the
construction of hierarchical outline
schemes that can be juggled around until
they have a satisfactory structure. For
PC-Outline that is ail it does. Thinklank
proceeds from this oulline to develop
many additional note and “lo do” list
functions. It will, as lisied in the Manual,
enable you to:

. List & track daily action items
. Write & file ideas, notes & memos

. Manage on-going projects
. Maintain a daily calendar

. Store names, addresses & phone
pumbers

+  Check off & record completed tasks

These ilems are contained in what is
called the status template. Other templales
can be used or constructed, including one
for personal matters.

Who needs this kind of program? I can
perceive two groups; both are involved in
complex operations. The first group
contains individuals who are computer
literate, and operate alone. The calendar,
ideas, memos, addresses etc are for his or
her sole benefit. The second group is
composed of corporate project managers.
They need not be computer literate,
someone clse can design their Thinktank
set-up for them. They need to get
messages and instructions out to others,
and to receive back information. The
problem with a middle of the grade
program like Thinktank is that it may be
too complicated for the needs of the first
group, and insufficiently featured to meet
those of the sccond.

In this last respect it must be noted that
SYMANTEC has now also produced a
high end Desk Top Organizer,
“Grandview”., Some of you may have seen
presentations of this program on TV
compuler shows. Its macro facility and
graphics appear superior to those of
Thinktank. But the basic queslions
remain the same. To what degree must
you get yourself organized, and to what
extent do you need notes and directions
passed to others in your company? It
appears to me that users of high end Desk
Top Otganizers will require a computer
literate secretary just to maintain the data
in the organizing program. Why not cut
out the computer and simply have an
honest-to-God secretary? She or he may
be just as effective, and possibly much
more refreshing to look at than a sterile
blinking screen! However he or she might
just demand their own compuler
organizing program to keep you rolling
along smoothly!

Meanwhile, having no company
colleagues and thus no need for a high
cnd organizer, I plan to persist with
Thinktank for a while, and see whether it
enables me to keep my affairs in better
shape than did Sidekick.
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Steven Dela

Al any General Meeting you will have
noticed a few people around sporting blue
name badges. These blue name lags
identify individuals as OCIPUG Officers
or other special members. They may be
able to supply you with more detailed
information on a given lopic or direct you
1o a source of the information.

Prominent among these “blue-badges”
you will observe a tall slim man who is to
be found at every General Meeting from
well before it starts to long after it has
finished, ofien standing in the lobby
rapping with individuals or small groups.
This is Steve Dela, the Publisher of our
newsletter.

Steve is one of the earlier members of
OCIPUG. He was ¢elected to our Board of
Directors for a fwo-year term in 1987. At
the first meeting of the new Board that
year, he was appointed as Publisher of the
OCIPUG newsletter README.DOC.
Steve had some previous experience of
publishing, but perhaps even that did not
prepare him for the amount of time that
he, along with a few others, would have to
invest in taunching README.DOC in its
new form within a few short weeks. Not
only did he have to locate qualified people
willing to help him, he had to set up the
necessary hardware and software to
prepare camera-ready copy of
README.DOC for printing. Some of
this hardware can be read about on page
18 of this issue where he reviews the
LaserMaster CAPcard.

This herculean publishing task would
have daunted most members, but Sieve
has stuck doggedly to his purpose. You
can see some of the results for yourself in
the five issues that have now been
produced, and on time each month. We
are all very grateful to him for this
determined efforts.

Monstrous as this task is, the
publication of our newsletter is not Steve’s
only input to OCIPUG. Besides his other
duties as a Director he has long been a
coniributor of the Modem SIG group.
Back in the early days, this group met in
Richard Sabin’s house. I do not know how
his wife Robin tolerated so pleasantly the
monthly invasion of their home. Steve was
always there helping Richard and Terry
Currier, usually bringing along his own
computer to supplement the available
equipment.

Steve is another of our California
native sons, although he has lived at times
eisewhere. He holds a degree in Business
Administration from Long Beach State
University, with a Physical Sciences
background. He is employed in outside
sales for Nalco Chemical Company, a
manufacturer and supplier of specialty
chemicals.

He lives in Westminster with his
charming wife Laura and two young
daughters Melissa and Jennifer. Laura
endures with grace the invasion of her
home by members of the README.DOC
Editorial Board, often on several
occasions each month. Unfortunately we
have to continue such imposilions on the
spouses of our members until some sort of
“shop” can be established for the use of
the Club. We thank you Laura, and all the
other long-sufferring spouses out there.

In his present position in OCIPUG,
Steve considers it as an opportunity for
him to promote good relations with other
user groups and with other newsletter
publishers. Although he is too modest to
mention it, he also spends a lot of his time
patiently assisting other OCIPUG
members who have run into computer
problems. Thank you Steve for your
efforts.

ABRB.
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Of Interpreters and Compllers

Steve Gibson

Being a member of OCIPUG you're
probably at least dimly aware of the two
different types of language processing
technologies: INTERPRETATION and
COMPILATION. You've probably heard
the BASIC has traditionally been an
INTERPRETED language while the "C”
language is typically COMPILED. So let’s
examine, compare, and contrast the
fundamental funclioning of these two
approaches.

We know that computers deal
exclusively in the somewhat arcane realm
of binary arithmetic and opaque machine
language, with nothing but 1’s and 0’s for
company. Two fundamental approaches
have developed which allow non-binary
humans to express our needs to these
algorithmic enigmas: Language Compilers
and Inierprelers.

SOURCE CODE is the universal term
for that "stuff” which we write for
computer digestion. While none of it
looks like anything we’d term "language”
(and people who actually speak it are
notoricusly poor company), it is in fact a
language resulting from a compromise
between the needs of the computer - and
our needs (however, we made most of the
concessions!).

With the program’s source code
wrilten, we’re ready to have the computer
lake action - producing the results as we
have carefully instructed. Here there’s a
choice: The computer can either
INTERPRET THE MEANING of the
source code slep-by-step AS it performs
the actual work of the program, or it can
first COMPILE THE MEANING of the
cntire program into ils OWN arcane
machine language (known as the OBJECT
CODE) and THEN execute this new
program. This is the meaning and
distinction between imterpreters and
compilers.

Looking at it another way, the total job
for the computer is in Iwo parts:
DETERMINING what it is that we want
done, and actually DOING that work. A
compiler gets the job of delermination
completely out of the way before
beginning to do any of the program’s
work, whereas an interpreter keeps il

mixed, determining what we want
step-by-step AS it is done.

From this understanding we can see
why different niches have evolved for
Interpreters and Compilers, Compilers
(and Assemblers which are really just
tow-level compilers) once had the whole
indusicy to themselves. Then the popular
Interpreted language BASIC was created.
Being Interpreted, BASIC did not require
a "compile phase”. A program could be
run immediately after being entered since
it didn’t require compiling and the
associated delay. What’s more, the
Interpreter made many "semantic” checks
as each line of the program was being
entered, catching many "typos" while the
progtammer’s attention was still there.
The interpreted program could also be
easily interrupted while running, allowex!
the user to "look inside” and examine the
state of things.

This high level of interactivity, the
ability to edit the program, give it a try,
interrupt it to see what’s going on, then
edit and try again, has created a firm
foundation for today's modern
interpreters.

But Interpreters are not the end-ali
answer. Since they mix the delermination
of the task with its execution, they're

These newly sophisticated
compilers actually take multiple
passes through the work they’ve
done looking for clever ways to
make the final output faster
and/or smaller.

forever bound to operate more slowly than
the code produced by a compiler - where
execulion is completely separated from
the lask determination. An interpreted
program is also inherently less secure
{which could be an issue} since the
original source code is always around
being interpreted and could be "borrowed"
by unscrupulous competitors. Finally,
while the unique write it, run it and edit it
cycle afforded by Interpreters make a lot
of sense during the development of a
program, they don’t make nearly as much
sense after program development has
been completed. This is the time Lo bring
out the compiler, letting it take all the
time it wants, producing a compact,
super-fast executing program ... which is
precisely what frequently occurs.

There are now BASIC compilers that
boast SOURCE CODE COMPAT-
IBILITY with the popular BASIC
interpreters.  This means that exactly the
same source code that was being happily
Interpreted during development can then
be compiled WITHOUT CHANGE, for
repeated maximum performance use.

Interactive-mode development can be
so effeclive, in fact, that Interpreters have
even been developed for successful
compilers! The popular COMPILED
syslems language "C" has recently
acquired a bevy of SOURCE CODE
COMPATIBLE "C" language interpreters
to support an interactive development
phase of large "C" language projects.

The concept of "letling the compiler
take all the time it wants" 1o perform the
translation of the program from the
original SOURCE CODE into the
computer’s own super-fast QBJECT
CODE is an important one. Recent large
commercial products like dBase I,
FrameWork, WORD, EXCEIL, and most
others are loday written in "C". The final
bottom-line performance of these
packages is crucial to their marketplace
success, and the quality of the translation
job performed by the "C" compiler is. a big
factor. In the future you’ll hear more and
more talk of OPTIMIZING COMPILERS.
These newly sophisticated compilers
actually take multiple passes through the
work they’ve done looking for clever ways
to make the final output faster and/or
smaller. ‘

I’ll leave you with an annoying
"Chicken and Egg" puzzle lo ponder:
There are several very successful
programming environments such as
UCSD Pascal, Forth, and Smalltalk which
were actually WRITTEN IN
THEMSELVES!

Yep, UCSD Pascal was written in
UCSD Pascal and Forth is famous for
having been written in Forth. The
problem is, of course, that afier writing all
of the source code for the language’s
implementation of itself ... you couldn’t
run it unless you already had the language
running ... at which point you wouldn't
need to run what you had written because
it already would be. [ think I'm going to
go have a chat with a chicken.

Copyright ©1988 by Steven M. Gibson,
Irvine CA 92715 - ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED.
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ACCOUNTING

BBS SUPPORT

C LANGUAGE

CAD/GRAPHICS

DATABASE

DESKTOP
PUBLISHING

DOS

HARDWARE

Coordinator: Ed Halsted (714) 840-7027

Coordinator:  Karen Swanson (714) 846-2059

Come to this SIG if you want 1o know more about how to use your PC in a small busi-
ness or home accounting application.

Monday 20 June 1988, 7-10 pm, [Location to be announced. WATCH FOR IT.]

Contact Person: Richard Sabin  (714) 968-3539

The system operators (SYSOPs) always need help sorting through the uploaded files
we get. Bring blank disks and take home copies without needing to download them!
Monday 13 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at 19651 Sanderson Lane, Huntington Beach.

Coordinator: Joel Charbonnet (714) 856-1591

We will be conducting the SIXTH session of our C tutorial and finalizing our discus-
sion of pointers and structures. We will also try to demo Window Boss, a shareware
program found on the BBS. Each session will includes material for beginners.
Tuesday 21 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at New Horizons Learning Center [Inset Map 2].

Coordinator; Richard Moser (714} 541-6801

Designated Guru: Dave Lorenzini (714) 852-8663

This group covers all graphics programs, as well as specialized hardware of interest
to our members. During the next few months we will be looking at various CAD
programs on the market. Check the Hot Line for June’s presentation,

Thursday 9 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at New Horizons Learning Ctr. [Inset Map 2],

Coordinator: Bob Schmiedeke (714) 536-1178

Corme to this group to learn more about dBASE I+ and other popular database
programs. Both beginning and advanced topics will be covered.

Tuesday 14 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at New Horizons Learning Center. Inset Map 2).

Coordinator: Richard Villa (213) 439-8110

Preparing attractive documents is the primary purpose of Desktop Publishing. At this
SIG we will demonstrate and answer questions on Pagemaker, Ventura Publisher,
Fontware, and other desktop publishing software,

Wednesday 1 June 1988, 7-10 pm, held at WEH Computers [Inset Map 3].

Coordinator: Steven Pierce  (714) 631-2120

Designated Guru: John Goodman (714) 895-3195

Come to this group to leam more about how your PC works and how to get it to do
what you want. We will continue our presentation of .BAT files. Kim Betterly will
speak on Paths and Subdirectories, '
Wednesday 8 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at Unit A-6, 1560 Placentia Avenue, (near comer
of 16th Street), Newport Beach. [Inset Map 4].

Coordinator:  Dan Likens  (714) 953-5663

[New Coordinator needed. Call Dave Carroll at {714)775-3130 to volunteer.]

This SIG includes explanations of every aspect from trouble-shooting a sick PC to
designing your own home automation system. You are welcome even if you have
never tried to read a schematic diagram or solder a circvit board. We are trying to
schedule Roger Andelin of AST Research, who will speak on video boards. CHECK
THE HOT LINE.

Thursday 23 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at New Horizons Learning Ctr. [Inset Map 2).
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INVESTORS

MODEM

NETWORKING

NEW USER /| NEW
MEMBER

REAL ESTATE

SPREADSHEET

WORDPERFECT

Coordinator:  Ralph Minarich (714) 494-2209

Contact Person: Gordon Savage (714) 533-3986

This group explores the world of software designed especially to help investors of
stocks, bonds, and commoditics. This month will be a continuation of our May
workshop, but we may have a guest speaker on "equalizer” programs or "long term"
bonds.

Wednesday 15 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at New Horizons Learning Ctr. [Insct Map 2].

Coordinator: Terry Currier  (714) 774-2018

Designated Guru:  Richard Sabin (714) 968-3539

Reach out and access the whole world of information through telecommunications.
Our focus this month will be a demonstration of a communication program between a
PC and a MAC! DON'T MISS IT.

Thursday 2 June, 7-10 pm, Orange Coast College [Inset Map 1}.

Coordinator: Jim Mansfield (714) 751-2243

Coordinator: Andy McGill (714) 731-2951

Come to this SIG and see a new networking system demonstrated eack month. The ac-
tual type will be announced the week before, so stay tuned to the Hot Line and the
BBS. '

Thursday 16 June 1988, 7-9 pm, at the Costa Mesa Center, Room 7, Coastline Com-
munity College, 2990 Mesa Verde Drive East (comer Baker Street), Costa Mesa.

Coordinator: John Lundsford {714) 995-0947

This is the best SIG to attend first. The meetings run on a 3-month cycle, prescnting
an orientation to QCIPUG the first month followed by an introduction to DOS and the
IBM family of personal computers (and “clones”). This month is number THREE in
the cycle. NOTE EARLIER START TIME

Saturday 4 June 1988, 9 - 12 am, at New Horizons Learning Center [Inset Map 2].

Contact Person: Stan Sabin (714) 968-7307

Contact Person: Tom Sutro  (714) 650-1121

Jointly sponsored by OCIPUG and several local Boards of Realtors, this is one of our
most popular SIGs. June's topic will be announced on the Hot Line one week prior to
the meeting. Public domain & user supported software will be available for purchase
before and after the meeting.

Tuesday 28 June 1988, 8 am (in the moming!), at Newport Harbor-Costa Mesa
Board of Realtors, Boardatorium, 401 North Newport Boulevard, Newport Beach.
(Coffee and software at 7:30am).

Coordinator: John Alesi  (714) 770-1130

Designated Guru: Neil Carman (714) $64-1901

This group covers Lotus 1-2-3 and other popular spreadsheet programs, including
shareware products for both beginners and advanced users. This month’s 2-part for-
mat will feature Cell Formats for beginners and String Functions for advanced users.
Tune in to the Hot Line for a description of the product demo to be presented.
Tuesday 7 June 1988, 7-10 pm, at New Horizons Leaming Cir [Inset Map 2].

Coordinator: Jim Pieratt  (714) 969-4782

Contact Person: Taoward Lee (714) 646-5557

Wordperfect is both suitable for both beginners and advanced users. June’s 3-part for-
mat includes Macros for beginners, Macro Editor for advanced users, and a Question
& Answer session with a representative of WordPerfect Corporation.

Saturday 25 June 1988, 12:15 to 3 pm, at OCC Science Hall (after the general meet-
ing). SEE YOU THERE.
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The Orange Coast IBM PC User Group

SIG / GUIDE

A Calendar of Meetings & Events edited by Dave Lorenzini and Robert Siegenthaler
For more information on membership, write to OCIPUG at P.O. Box 6100-211, Costa
Mesa, CA 92628. Call Voice Line (714) 898-7998 or BBS (714)964-2034.

LATE BREAKING
NEWS

LOCATIONS

SUPERMICRO 386's
Jerry Bower, Manager of New Market Development / Sys-
tems Marketing, AST Research, tells us how AST developed
the SMARTSslot to challange Micro Channel Architecture
while preserving the compatibility of your AT-type boards.

HELP!
Dan Rollins of Flambeaux Software presents Popular
Program’s DOS HELP on-line assistance utility program.

BE THERE Saturday MAY 21, 1988 at 9:00 am at OCC.
Science Hall.

Before attending a SIG meeting or other event, check with the OCIPUG Bulletin
Board or the 24-hour Voice Hotline for last-minute changes in time or location.
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Inset Map I: Orange Coast College -

General Meeting & WordPerfect SIG: Science Hall (next to Chemistry Bldg).
Other SIGs: Room 106, Admissions and Counseling Center (next to Fine Arts).
Inset Map 2: New Horizons Learning Center, 17900 Voo Karman, Suite 100,
Irvine (near Main, north of San Diego Freeway).

Imset Map 3: WEH Computers, 18682 Beach Boulevard, Suite 150, Huntington
Beach (between Ellis and Garfield).
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LIBRARY NOTES . . .

Bonnie Ulanovsky

Here are descriptions of four disks,
which look interesting to me and [ hope
that you will find them so, also. In the
past, I have tried to provide a broad
selection of disks for LIBRARY NOTES,
however because of the different approach
to hard disk management by the authors
of HARD DISK MENU I and QFILER, they
both warrant a close lIook. Each in ifs own
way is extremely useful to the user.

AMANDA’SLETTER LOTTO is a
program written for small children that
provides scveral levels of play. For young
toddlers (18-30 months) it allows then to
push keys that change the colors and
symbols on the screen and get the
compuicr to make some sounds. As your
kids grow older they progress to localing
specific keys and learning multiple key
combinations. At the most difficult level
of play the child needs to pick correctly
five secret lettets o win Letter Lotio. It
works just like a miniature version of the
Lotto games run by many states. Two
olher games on this disk arc Color Whee!
(CW.EXE) and Color Screen (CS.EXE).
Author, Steven C. Hudgik

NAMEPAL, the complete automatic
address book, will keep lists of names,
addresses, phone numbers, and related
comments on your computer, and then
print them out in a pocket-size “book”
that you can use anywhere. And you can

“code your data to keep track of club

members, birthdays, babysitters, or any
other grouping that is important to you.
NAMEPAL also performs other handy tasks,
like printing mailing labels, Rolodex card
files, and full-page rosters.

Best of all, NAMEPAL is quite casy lo
use. The program is completely
“menu-driven” so choices are made from
a list of options. These oplions are
described on-screen in Help messages if
you want assistance. You can also select
an on-screen introduction to the entire
program. WR SOFTWARE.

QFILER is designed to rake
management of your hard disk files much
easier. Two different, sorted directories
are displayed side-by-side, allowing you to
select both individual fifes and groups of
files for QFILER 10 act on. You can easily:

. copy and delete Files
. rename files and dircclories

*  pass files to an cxternal browse utility
or favorite text editor

. move files from one directory to

another
. add and delete subdirectories

. run other programs from within the
QFILER cnvifonment

*  display files in sorted order

* sct a directory mask so that only
ccrtain files are displayed

. backup files

. set Bpson-compatible printer ¢
length and seng a fom?fne:d topa
printer

. printahardcopyofasoﬂeddimdory

QFILER version 3.0 adds the ability to
display a visual, sorted directory tree so
Yyou can quickly display a particular
subdirectory on either side of the QRILER
screen. In addition, QFILER adds many
advanced file management tools including
the abilities to set or clear file altributes,
change file time/date stamps and rename
the disk volume label. As a bonus for
users who upload and download files from
bullelin boards, QFILER links fo ARChive
utiliiies such as Vern Buerg’s ARCA, ARCE
and ARCV lo easily create, extract, and
view ARC'd files. Author Kenn Flee,
Jamestown Software.

HDM I, The HARD DISK
MENU System, by Jim Hass is a DOS shell
that hides the underlying operating
system from the uninitiated user, yet does
not get in the way of the expert user, The
basic system consists of fen menu pages
with each page having ten selections 1o
choose from. You start a selection in

classic Lotus style by pointing 1o it with
the cursor and pressing the return key or
by pressing the number key associated
with that selection. Each selection can
start a program, run a batch file, or
execute any DOS command. A selection
can also have multiple steps that can
include any or all of the above
passibilities. You can change menu pages
by pressing F1 thru F10 keys to go
directly to page 1 thru 10, or use the PgUp
and PgDn keys. Each page and each
selection on each page has a user
definable description,

The slash key displays a 1-2-3 type
menu at the top of the screen. The
choices from the menu include: Help,
Add, Change, Delete, Move, Page, Run,
Exit, and Quit, If you select HELP you are
presented with another menu and screens
that explain how to usc the Hard Disk
Menu system. ADD, CHANGE, DELETE, and
MOVE allow you to alter the description
and aclion taken by a main menu
seiection. PAGE lets you change the
descriplion of a page. RUN allows you to
€xecute any program, DOS command, or
batch file from within the Hard Disk
Menu program. EXIT retums you to the
DOS prompt and QUIT erases the top
menu and puls you back in the Hard Disk
Menu. Other selections from the Top
Menu allow you to set up variables,
passwords, .menu litle, change colors, and
blank the menu screen after a
sel amount of time,
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The ASCII file (above) prints as the boxed message (below) with IMAGEPRINT.
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PROGRAM REVIEW
IMAGEPRINT

During the brief reign of the personal
computer we have witnessed a number of
revolutions. Some of these, such as the
introduction of the OS/2 operaling system,
have been accompanied by much bombast.
Others have proceeded almost
unheralded, but have nevertheless forced
upon us the most profound changes.

The latest of these quiet revolutions
involves the nature of our hard copy
output. In some ways Desk Top Publishing
was an integral part of this revolution, but
it was not its fundamental cause. We were
already becoming radically dissatisfied
with our hard copy output. Witness the
explosion of “near letter quality” products
marketed when we realized that daisy
wheel printers were doomed to extinction
by their own inflexibility.

For some years microcomputer hard
copy output was limited to the characters
expressed within the first 128 members of
the ASCII code. People, myself included,
would become infuriated by the
experience of having lincs on our monilors
printed out as DDDDDDDDHDDD OF
something similar. Stiil worse, when we
held down the Alt key and typed a number
in the ASCII code from 128-255, what
then appeared on our screen was not what
later printed out in our hard copy.

I wrote {etters to editors of Computer
Joumals, I went around User Group
meetings, asking always why I could not
print these so-called high bit or extended
set characters. 1 even posed this question
in an OCIPUG Random Access
session—all to no avail.

The answer, had I but known, was
sitting right there in our Librarian’s disk
collection. This program that would
indeed permit me to prinl the high bit
characters was not immediately
recognizable as such because its creators
had not labelled it that way. They still do
not. The reason the program may even
now often be overlooked is that its
producers emphasize the font diversity
rather than the printing of high bit
characters. 1 never did identify it for what
it is from its descriptive label. I backed
into it when I paid $10 for what proved to
be a shareware “distribution” program of
IMAGEPRINT, became a registered user
with access to 7 different fonts, and
bought for a third expenditure of funds,
the final six then available fonts.

I have rarely been as excited with any

computer program as I was with
IMAGEPRINT. Nox only did it provide me
with 13 different fonts (#0-#12), but I could
print out all the extended characters that are
printable, and quite a few of the 0-31
characters too. There is now more. A
fourteenth font (#13), called the graphics
font provides access to a series of special
characters over and beyond the standard
0-255 ones. These include rounded box
corners, solid and hollow arrow-heads,
bullets, and further mathematical, drawing
ard foreign language symbols. Font #14 is
designed for use in spreadsheets; font #15
gives Clifton, the largest font.

When 1 first got IMAGEPRINT I went
into a frenzy of exploration. I drew all
kinds of boxes and wrote Greek and other
characters inside them as well as various
messages. | printed up on my 3-year-old
Epson RX 80 with its perpetually
thread-bare ribbon, all those programs
that had lines in them. I printed out the
tree structure of my hard disk with real
lines instead of the aggravaling
bbboppbpDDDRD. 1 even captured and
printed out the boxed main menu lay-out
that Richard Sabin has on our BBS, which,
thankyou Richard, is very nicely displayed
there. I recently gave Bonnic a few
samples of these hard-copy outpourings
because I understand she wants to post
them at the May General Meeting so that
people can get some idea of what can be
done with this wonderful program. A
further sample is contained within the
insert on this page.

IMAGEPRINT is designed to work
with an IBM Graphics Printer, an Epson
or a compatible dot-matrix printer. The
list of compatibles includes some Okidata,
Canon, Citizen, NEC, Panasonic, Star
Micronics, Tandy & Toshiba machines. It
will work with many others, even beyond
the list provided in the on-disk manual.
The best thing 1o do is to oblain the
share-ware distribution disk and try it out
on your printer. You need a graphics
board to print the bit-mapped graphic
created by IMAGEPRINT.

One difficulty with the IMAGEPRINT
program is thal you must print from an
ASCII file, unless your output is coming
from a restricted number of word-
processors, including PCWrite, Another is
that it slows printing. Normally to achieve
near letter quality printing, the print head
will make three passes. If your printer
runs at 90 cps, this slows it down to about
30 cps. Should you sclect proportionate
spacing and the highest quality output
possible, the head will make six passes
over the same space. At 15 cps you will be
running al about the same speed as a daisy

wheel. You will hardly distinguish the two
outputs,

IMAGEPRINT also comes in a
memory-resident version called
METATEXT. With this installed, you can
print directly from many word-processing
programs instead of going via an ASCII
file. Moreover the Metalex program will
respond to most of your standard em-
bedded word-processing printer
commands such as bold wide, elite,
underline and so forth. Fewer fonts can be
loaded with Metatext, only two with a
smaller version of it. This part of the
ImagePrint story is too long further (o
describe it here. So are the backlash and
dot commands that permit the choice of
fonts and page format and so forth 1o be
set in the text as embedded commands.

One word of waming—/MAGEPRINT
only works with genuine ASCII files. 1 ran
foul of this rule when [ tried to run files
from the Norton Editor through it. 1 had
mistakenly thought that the output of this
handy line editor was genuine ASCII. The
word-processor that IMAGEPRINT
seems to like best is PC Write, The
manual explains why..

The big software houses have not been
slow 1o detect this quiet revolution in hard
copy output demand. As we heard at our
General Meeting in March, WordPerfect
v. 5.0 contains a significant desk lop
publishing feature. Others can hardly be
far behind. Within perhaps one year, or
maybe two, we shall have become
accustomed to designing our hard copy
oulput, making full use of available fonts
and graphics. This will be a little rough
both on our abilities and cn our
pocket-books.  Meanwhile, for those
wishing to enter gently into this new and
exciling world of hard copy design, try out
IMAGEPRINT. It is really a very low end
desk top publishing program. You do not
even have to purchase another printer to
enter this brave new world. You will be
able to print all the printeble characters of
the 256 unit ASCII code and more, and
choose from 16 different fonts.

Bonnie Ulanovsky has the latest

IMAGEPRINT distribution disk program,

in fact she has had older versions for some
time—the latest it seems is version 1.7. I
find the version numbers of these disks
and manuals a little confusing, and 1 may
still have it wrong here. You can become
a registered user for $89.95 and obtain a
printed manual—latest version 3.2— and
six fonts. The other fonts are available at
$5 each. Contact Image Computer
Sysiems, P.O.Box 647, Avon, CT 06001,
(203) 678-8771. AB.
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page 11

User Group Newsletter



README.DOC

Volume 4, Number 5

May 1988

LOGO GOLF SHIRTS READY

Dave Lorenzini

The OCIPUG logo which has been appearing on the SIG/GUIDE insert since
February 1988 is finally available on golf shirts. Be sure you stop by the Jogo booth on the
front patio during the May 21, 1988 General Meeling to order one for yourself,

The design of the logo was approved by the Board of Directors in mid-1987. Members
of the OCTPUG Handbook Subcommittee developed a sailboal design consisting of simple
triangular sails with a hull formed by the letters Q-C-I- P-U-G. The Board of Directors
framed the sailboat with a display monitor and placed it aiop an AT style computer case.

The computer identifies the retationship of our Group with the IBM standard, and the
sailboat symbolizes our location along the coastline of Southern California.

The golf shirts are made of top quality 50/50 Pique Knit material with fashion collar
and 1ib cuff. Sizes will be Small, Medium, Large, and Extra Large. The official member
color is white with the logo embroidered in 7 colors on the left front.

The cost of the golf shirts are $18.87 each plus $1.13 sales tax, and must be paid in cash.
Orders placed by May 21, 1988 will be available for pick up at the June General Meeting,
Shipping cost is $2.00 for those who prefer 1o receive their shirts by mail prior to the
meeting.

The expense of developing the graphics was handled by a local graphics firm called
Renob Graphics. The proceeds will be used to fund additional logo merchandise items.
The Group does not endorse nor benefit directly from the sale of any products, but will
make use of the logo afwork for use on OCIPUG slationery, business cards, and similar
materials.

This is your chance to show your spril al meetings and other Group aclivities. A coupon
is enclosed in this newsletter for those who can’t attend the meeting.

BC--

continued from page 5
System requirements should be consulted,

of course, and before I purchase such a
system [ would want to have a dealer
demonstration as well. There are some of
you wizards out there that would be very
comfortable with just jumping right in with
this one, but I’'m really taken aback at this
point. Artificial intelligence and unique
design approach allows Paradox to
perform the most technically complex
operations behind the scenes, according to
the brochure. It is a little scary when your
computer gets to be smarter than.you are.
This program gives me that feeling, but at
the same time it is very exciling to see
what has evolved. This is available right
now--today--just think of the possibilities.
Just think of the future.

Again at the library, 1 believe it was PC
MAGAZINE the May 17, 1988 issue had
an excellent arlicle: “The Changing Shape
of Databases.” It compared 38
programmable databases and 5 SQL
databases using PC Lab Benchmark Tests
to sort out the best. The only thing that
impresses me more is the fact that this
club has brought all this information right
here within reach and you know what clse.

The General Meeting closed with a few
announcements and the usual exciting
draw for ever more valuable prizes, the
winners selected by an increasingly
fine-honed program.

Yes, | want logo golf shirts.
Sizes & M __L _ XL
Enclosed is $18.87 plus $1.13 tax
for each shirt.

Total enclosed:

Name

Street

City

State Zip
Send to:
RENOB GRAPHICS
/o Architectural Resources
3420 levine Avenuve Suite 103
Newport Beach, CA 42660

Foatura Articlas

page 12

User Group Newsletter



Volume 4, Number 5

README.DOC

May 1988

CLONE MASTERS SERVICE CENTER
soon to be: VISION 21 SYSTEMS
New Name-Same Reliable Sales & Service
Complete Systems:
XT™.Compalible $ 489.00
AT™_Compatible} $ 932.00
386 _ $2419.00
Includes 1 year Parts & Labor
Quality Latest Technology Competitive Pricing
Upgrades Maintence
For Information Call:
CLONE MASTERS SERVICE CENTER / VISION 21 SYSTEMS
16945 BUSHARD STREET FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708
 714:963-1090 or 714-963-2703

West Coast Exchange

Used Personal Computer Exchange

TIMOTHY W/. SMITH

VOICE 1-800-852-2251 P.O.BOX 127
VOICE [714) 248-0924 SAN JUAN CAPISTRANG, CA

BBS {714]248-0842 92693

STAN H. SABIN

Sanin

ALALTOR

20322 CAMFIELD LN,
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA

REALTOR OF THE YEAR 1978 @nm

BOARD PRESIDENT 1979

Ruezypey

714 968—7307

INLAND PACIFIC
- 2214 Newport Boulevard
l-.;ﬂ.s_] Costa Mesa, California 92627
— Business (714) 646-7434
Residence (714) 241-0608

STEVE RIDDLE
Muiti Miflion Dollar Producer
Notary Public / Insurance Agent

Each Qffice Is Independently Owned And Operaled

Special Interest Groups
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REAL ESTATE REPORT

Tom Sutro

BILL HUTCHINGS with BAM
SOFTWARE demonstrated his "REAL
ESTATE OFFICE MANAGEMENT"
program which completely automates the
Management functions of a Real Estate
Brokerage.

This fully integrated program is
EASY to use, 100% IBM COM-
PATIBLE and AFFORDABLE.

Some of the programs many features
include:

AGENT PRODUCTIVITY
REPORTS FLOOR SCHEDULE
MARKETING ACCOUNTING

This very flexible program can be
used by large, multiple branch operations
or the small, 4-person office. It can be
installed as a single terminal or nct-
worked with multiple terminals. This
program is designed so a secretary or ad-
minisirative assistant can operate the
different functions including the account
system.

"REAL ESTATE OFFICE
MANAGEMENT" may be purchased
outright, or a Lease/Option plan is avail-
able for as little as § 50.00 per month. If
you are interested in only one particular
aspect of the program, like FLOOR

SCHEDULING, it is available scparately.

Another program offered by BAM
SOFTWARE is "THE REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONAL" which is designed to
address the day to day functions of a
Real Estate Agent.

If you would like more information
about either one of these programs
please contact: BILL HUTCHINGS,
BAM SOFTWARE, (714) 854-8855

The next SIG meeting will feature
MARK BURRELL who will provide
some "TRICKS & TIPS FOR YOUR
COMPUTER". This information will
help you betler understand the workings-
of DOS and AUTOEXEC.BAT files. If
you have any specific questions you
would like addressed, please put them on
the OCIPUG Bulletin Board in the
REALTOR conference arca.

DOS REPORT

Kevin Maser

Our new SIG Coordinator, Steve Pierce,
welcomed 18 members to the first session of
the DOS Special Interest Group at its new
meeting place, The Ebb Tide Community
Room, 1640 Placentia Ave.,in Costa Mesa.
Ample free parking was close by, space and
scating were adequate, and no one had to
seek out an official to get a key to the meel-
ing room. Steve provided cockies and coffee
and indicated that this room could be the SIG
meeting place for the next year if it met ap-
proval of members. The DOS SIG concerns
itself not only with DOS but also with
programming languages for IBM based
microcompulers.

Steve introduced Dan Likins whose topic
for the evening was “The BASIC Language
Explained for Beginners.” While getting the
computer and projector set up Dan gave an
explanation of the differences between inter-
preted and compiled BASIC and took a
variety of random access type questions deal-
ing with the different kinds of BASIC now at
large and the source of good references/texts
on the subject. {Answer: Try Microsoft’s
QuickBASIC 4.0 for a complete BASIC lan-
guage reference, a text on programming, plus
a copy of a very good compiler.)

Dan began his discussion of BASIC by
demonstrating the direct and indirect modes,
the use of the BASIC command LIST, and
an explanation of variables and string vari-
ables. He then proceeded to build a short
illustrative program. Line by line he wrote
on the screen, tested and corrected as neces-
sary the growing collection of statements
needed to construct the program. He
demonstrated and explained a variety of edit-
ing techniques as the program took shape.
He programmed directly on the screen exact-
ly as if writing on a blackboard - a very
smart blackboard which permitted informa-
tion to be edited, erased, or moved around,
identified programming errors, and gave in-
stant answers. The completed product
SPEEDTST.BAS, a program o measure the
speed of a compuler by delermining how
high it could count in one minule.
SPEEDTST accomplished this by plucking
out terms of the time string and printing a
numerical count in columns on the screen
until one minute had elapsed. The last pum-
ber counted is a measure of the speed of that
machine. SPEEDTST will be uploaded to the

bulletin board.

Even if you missed this valuable meeting,
you have another chance. Come to future
meetings. Ask questions. We will be talking
about what interests you! In particular, Dan
Likins made the point that BASIC will con-
tinue to be talked about in future meetings
till either people don’t want to hear about it
any more or we form a separate SIG on
BASIC.

SPEEDTEST.BAS

100 * A dbhort Wioria program showing some aspecls
of BASIC
110 * Preparcd for the DOS SIG by Dan Likins

120 * 13 April 1988
130

140"

160 "T$ = TIMES * Get Lhe sysicim tirac as a siring
of characiers.
170 "PRINT T$' Show what you got.

190 "MINS = MID$( T3, 4,2 ) ' Bxlract the minulcs
ficld \0 a siring.

200 "MIN = VAL{ MIN$ )’ Now converiitioa
numbcr.

220 "MIN = MIN + 101" Add 2 minutc {usc 101 0
get a keading 2cr10).

240 "MINS = STR$( MIN) ’ Converiback o s
siring,

250 "MINS$ = RIGHTS( MINS, 2 ) * Lop off the
leading onc.

270 'MID${ T$, 4,2 )= MINS * Rcplacc in the TS
siring. 280 PRINT T$" Sbow whil wc have now.
290 * Now {ind oul how high we can count ina
minute;

300 WHILE TIMES T$310 N=N+1

320 'PRINT N;” Show count; this 1akes some lime
[Optional]. 330 WEND

340 PRINT N

350’

360 ' Let's do it agaia, this timc in just a singlc linc of
ocode.

370 T$=TIMES:PRINT
T$:MID$(T3$,3,2)=RIGHTH(STRS(VALMIDS(T$,4,2)
}+101),2):PRINT T$:WHILE TIMES

$:N=N+1:WEND:PRINT N 380’ There! We did
it, but it surc is less readabke.

390 "NOTE: I nuns morc thao Lwice as [ast,
though!!

User Group Newsletter
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PC NETWORKING REPORT

Jim Mansfield

The PC Networking SIG met on a
rainy April 14th to learn about Western
Digital's ViaNet 3.06. ViaNet is a peer
to peer network operating system with a
reputation for being easy lo install. To
prove the point Dean Hartley began the
demonstration with the network
hardware and software still in the box.
While explaining the virtues of Vianet,
Dean installed an Ethemnet interface card
in his PC, connected a coaxial cable be-
tween his PC and a second PC, and
configured the network software ail in
about 20 minutes. He then proceeded Lo
demonstrate how easily Vianet allows a
user to access files from other PCs, trans-
fer files between systems, and set up
inter-system print jobs.

After the demonstration Mary Galvin,
Account Manager for Western Digital,
highlighted some of the features of Via-
Net. Because ViaNet is a fully
distributed system, all nodes may be ser-
vers; hence, any disk files and printers
on any network node can be made avail-
able to every user. ViaNet is fully
compatible with DOS 3.x file and record
locking (which prevents two people from
simultaneously updating the same file or
record). ViaNet's easy to learn com-
mands, simple setup procedure, and low
cost make it ideatl for 2-10 user net-
works, according to Mary.

Following the ViaNet presentation a
suggestion was made that the SIG move
its meeting night to the third Thursday of
the month to avoid conflict with the
CAD/CAM SIG. There was general
agreement; hence, the June meeling wiil
be held on June 16th with subsequent
meelings also on the third Thursday.

Come join us to learn about network-
ing, one of the hotest topics in the PC
industry. And bring your ideas about net-
work hardware, software, diagnostic
lools, cabling, or other topics you'd like
to see presented.

INVESTOR REPORT

Ralph Minarich

An alternate location for the April
meeling was necessary, as NEW
HORIZONS had to cancel due to a
scheduling problem. We were fortunate
to have THE COMPULEARN facility
available. Dave Carroll was shuttling
guests, back & forth, hanging signs, in
an effort to guide them to the new foca-
tion. Thanks Dave!!

We began with a round 1able discus-
sion on the commercial programs we've
been using, along with the relative suc-
cesses realized. Ron Markel had made
copies of a 9 & 13 Day Stocastic chart.
Gordon Savage and several others spoke
about Tele Scan as an effective tool as
well. Any successful trade ,stock, mutual
fund, commodity, ¢tc., should be ex-
amined on the most popular programs
currently in use. The obvious conclusion
was that no one is using all the bells and
whistles present in any of the programs.
Fred Haney is quite happy with "OW
JONES (thats ‘OW") MARKET
ANAYLYZER PLUS". It can do most
anything!

Some call October a "DIP"
.hhhmmmmmm. All [ know is that in-
terest rates have gone up STEADILY
since our Muni-Bond Guests said they
wouldn®t back in January. On of the
worst Election Year, results we’ve seen
for many years.

Here is another computer/investor re-
lated magazine that might be helpful to
you. WALL STREET MICRO INVES-
TOR,for $7; Trends,Channels,Bars,RSI.
(212)884-5408 or RIVERDALE STA-
TION BOX 6,RIVERDALE N.Y. 10471,

Hope to see you on May 18th back at
New Horizons.

WORDPERFECT REPORT

James Pieratt

The WordPerfect SIG met Saturday,
April 30 and discussed the use of the
merge. James Pieratt opened the meet-
ing at 12:15pm as is going to be done in
the future. We had 51 in attendance
during the beginning session of which 27
remained for the advanced learning ses-
sion. The meeting adjourned at 3:00pm.

Toward Lee passed out a questionaire
to get a feel as to the levels of Word-
Perfect usage, professions and
equipmenti usage of those in altendance.
This will help us develop overall objec-
tives for the group. Toward is doing a
fine job on compiling the information on
these forms. For example, we have nine
people willing to assist in running the
SIG.

The meeting was divided into three
sections. The first hour was dedicated to
the beginners. We explained what a
merge was and how it could help produc-
tivity in the office. Next, the
components of the merge were discussed
and then demonstrated. After a short
break, there was a question and answer
period for half an hour. The last section
dealt with using Library to cerate the
secondary merge files for the merge. For
anyone doing merges in WordPerfect,
the Library program by WordPerfect is a
must.

Our next meeting will be held right
after the general meeting on May 21st.
Plan on attending if interested.

Special Interest Groups
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Every Keyboard Has A Tale

John Goodman

Nearly every computer keyboard has a
tail: the cord by which it is connected to
the computer. Every one aof them also has a
tale: one by which it is connected with its
owner. Let me tell you a part of mine.
Along the way 1 will explain some of the
issues involved in keyboard design and
also review a keyboard I recently bought,
one manufactured by Chicony.

People interact with their computers at
two points when doing data processing:
Once when data goes into the computer
and once when it comes out. The
dominant ways we get data from the
computer is by seeing something on the
screen or by having il printed on paper.
People pay a lot of attention to which sort
of display and also to which sort of printer
they are going to buy. Only a few of them
give equal attention fo the other half of
the story. Far and away the most common
method of interacting with your compuler
for input is by using a keyboard. The
mouse and graphic digitizing pad arc
distant runners-up.

I feel about my computer keyboard
much the way Paul Newman's character,
Fast Eddy, felt about his pool cue in the
movie “The Color of Money™
passionately! I don’t usually go to my
client’s offices carrying my favorite
keyboard in a zippered velvet case, but [
often wish 1 had.

I leamed to type on a manual
typewriter. Much later on I found the IBM

People interact with their
computers at two points in the
data processing process. Once

when data goes into the computer
and once when it comes out,

Selectric typewriter and, once I had, 1
never wanted 1o go back. T don’t know
anyone who has had extensive experience
‘typing on an Selectric {ypewriler who
would not love it if they could get a
computer keyboard with almost exactly
the same key sizes, shapes and positions

{plus the extra keys needed for a
computer) and with the same touch. That
seems to me perhaps the ultimate
standard in terms of a keyboard’s “look
and feel.” Apparently it can’t be done. At
least not economically. 1 think IBM has
come the closest in terms of the feeling

Far and away the most common

method of interacting with your

computer for input is by using a
keyboard.

with its original PC keyboard. Just recently
several of the clone keyboard makers have
done a creditable job of imilating that feel,
some having a feel that at least certain
people think is even nicer. No one has yet
done the key layout right though, to my
way of thinking,

An electro-mechanical wonderland

Have you ever looked inside a Selectric
typewriter? It is an electro- mechanical
wonderland! There is a motor in there
that tums constantly and a collection of
drive shafts that carry power from that
motor to all parts of the typewriter. In that
regard it is much like a 19th Century
factory with energy being brought in from
the mill-wheel or steam engine outside
and distributed internally by drive shafts
and belts to all the machines throughout
the factory floor.

When a key is depressed in a Selectric
a finger extends and catches hold of one of
the many drive shafis which in turn pulls
this and pushes that; doing all the many
carefully timed things that must happen
before the type ball finally whacks the
paper through the ribbon in just the right
attitude to impress the correct characler
on the page.

A computer keyboard is different.
Much different. When a computer key is
pressed no heavy machinery must be set
into motion, at least not directly. All that
is required is that an electrical impulse be
generated to signal to the computer that a
key has been pressed and which one,

This can be done in many ways, but
most commonly it is done by making one
piece of metal touch another. In other
words, by closing a swilch. Just like

turning on a light.

One of the more common varialions on
this theme is (he membrane swilch
keyboard. Here the keyboard is printed on
a membrane with some sensitive areas.
When you press on one of the sensitive
arcas the attached electronics detects that
fact. You cannot tell whether or not you
have pressed a “key”; you have to wait for
the computer to tell you.

These keyboards are pretty much
invulnerable to the slings and arrows of
cutrageous fortune, or at least to dirt, dust
and varjous fluids. So for equipment
intended for installation in faclories or
home kitchens they often are the best
choice. You probably have one at home
on your microwave oven.

For input to a general purpose
compuler in an office, however, a
membrane keyboard is usvally very ncarly
the worsl possible choice. In an office
situation what one wants is a keyboard
that helps the user enter large numbers of
keystrokes rapidly and accurately.

Looking at the inside story

When you depress a key on your
computer’s keyboard there are typically
three ways you know that you have done

For the keyboard on a general
purpose computer in an office,
however, 8 membrane keyboard is
usually very nearly the worst
possible choice.

s0. Ideally they all would tell you the same
thing at the same time, but in practice that
does nol always occur. First and most
important, really, the computer shows you
on the screer whal keys you have pressed.
I say most important since the purpose of
pressing all those keys is to ]l the
computer something. When il echoes back
that same something you know it got the
message.

There are several things wrong with
depending on this alone. Experience with
membrane keyboards has shown thal
typists, especially speedy touch typists,
make many fewer mistakes when they can
feel and hear each keysiroke as well as see
its effect on screen or paper. Many times
you will need to be walching a page from
which you are copying something instead
of the screen. Worst of all, with our
computers, we have the possibility of
something calied “type-ahead.” This

Technical Corner
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means that we can go on banging on the
keys far faster than the computer can
finish reacting to those keystrokes. Usually
it will just store up the extras and act on
them when it gets around to if.

Have you ever heard your computer

DOS normally keeps a type-ahead
buffer that is only large enough
for 16 keystrokes.

beep at you because you had typed ahead
too far? DOS normally keeps a lype-ahead
buffer that is only large enough for 16
keystrokes. Many fairly fast typists can get
al least thal far ahead of the computer;
thus the beeps. This is such a common
problem that a number of popular
programs provide an enhanced keyboard
buffer to let you get 100 or more
keystrokes ahead. So how can you know
what you have typed as you Lype it when
the computer will not tell you about those
keystrokes for perhaps several seconds or
even minutes to come? Simple: By feeling
and hearing what you are doing as you do
it.

When you will your finger 1o press a
key your muscles contract. A force is
exerled against the key and, depending
upon how it is built, it may move a bit.
You have nerves in your hand that detect
that motion. This is an aspect of your
“kinesthetic sense.” Without looking you
can feil that you pressed a key. But did
you press it enough?

The better keyboards provide one or
two kinds of feedback to you to answer
that question. With most (all except with
membrane keyboards) you can feel the
key move and al some point that feeling
changes. With luck that is at the same
point in its motion at which the contact js
made, SO you can learn that (his particular
feeling means you have caused the switch
to close. You can also, on some keyboards
{and I think these are the best ones), hear
the point in the key’s motion that means
the switch is closing. The first mechanism
is called tactile feedback. The second is
audilory feedback.

We can further divide the tactile
feedback provided into two more classes.
In one design the key resists your
increasing finger pressure only slighily up
until the swilch closes and then it “hits
bottom” and the resistance to further
motion goes up sharply. In the other
design the key resists your increasing

finger pressure up to some point and then,
rather suddenly, it “gives way,” falling
down substantially and reducing the force
with which it resists your finger’s pressure.
This continues for some distance and then
it too hits bottom and stops moving.

In the first type you know you have
closed the switch the same way you know
if you have hit someone when you take a
swing at them. You feel the collision. In
the second type you feel the switch action
much as you might on a common room
light switch. It “snaps” from off to on and
back again. Mostly the first kind of tactile
feedback is associated with a lack of
auditory feedback. These are the silent
“mush-boards.” [ hate them.

The others, keyboards with a snap
action, are sometimes called “tactile
feedback” keyboards, aithough I note that
all keyboards except the membrane ones
also have some sort of tactile feedback.
The issue is not do they give it, but what
kind do they give. Most experts seem to
agrec that a snap action is better feedback
than the hitting bottom kind. Some snap
action keyboards are also “clicky.” That is,
they provide a sound that adds to your
ability to detect when you in fact have
pressed thal key hard enough.

Here is the rub
There is something importantly
different in the snap action of a light
switch and that in a computer keyboard.
In a light swilch a very important design
issue is not fetting the electrical contacts

There is something importantly
different in the snap action of a
light switch and that in a
computer keyboard.

linger in a not quite closed and yet not
quite open position. If they do an arc may
develop and burn the contacts, In a
computer keyboard the voltages and
currents are so much smaller that this is a
non-issue.

When any switch closes or opens it
does s0 in a very messy way, if you look at
it closely enough. (To see the effects I am
thinking of requires looking at the process
on a time scale of milli-seconds; very fast
by human standards, but posilively glacial
in computer terms.)

When you close the swilch the contact
will likely close very briefly at first, then
bounce back open again. A short lime
later it closes again, then bounces again,

etc., till finally the energy of the snap
action is dissipated and it settles down o
being closed. When you go to open it a
similar thing may happen, although
usually for a shorter time.

These multiple closings and openings
for what is meant to be a single switch
closure or opening could confuse your
computer, so their designers have
included one or another clever
“de-bouncing” circuit. With these circuits
one can make a single signal happen each
time the swilch is opened or closed and it
is not necessary 1o make the switch close
particularly decisiveiy to accomplish that.
This, and the lack of arcing in these
switches allow them fo be designed with
little if any snap action.

The snap feeling and the associated
sound, if any, in an ordinary light switch is
a direcl consequence of the mechanism
which forces the conlacts together quickly
when you turn the light on and which
forces them apart again, also quickly,
when you tum it off. In the very best, and
apparently 100 expensive, computer
keyboards the same thing it true, In the
rest the electrical conlact mechanism, the
tactile feedback (snap action) mechanism,
and the sound producing mechanism are
two or even three entirely separate things.
You want the second and thitd ones to
“do their thing” at precisely the same
moment that the first one sends the signal
to the computer. After all you really arc
depending on these latter two to tell you
about the former one.

Usually they pretty well do.
Unfortunately, not always.

These are the general facts about our
keyboards. In next month’s conclusion to
this article I shall get down 1o cases,
presenting some information on certain
particutar keyboards including my newest
acquisition, made by Chicony.

This article is Copyright © 1988 by
John M. Goodman, Ph.D. It may not be
teprinted without his advance written
permission. You may write 1o him at P.O.
Box 746, Westminster, CA 92684-0746.
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they asked me to do an evaluation of the pad should be on the right side since you
PRODUCT REVIEW Dreamer. are buying it for the function keys. They

Dreamer Add-on Keyboard
Terry Currier

The Dreamer is a function pad
keyboard for the IBM PC, XT, and AT,
and all true plugcompatibles. It is
manufaclured by TS MicroTech Inc.
12565 Crenshaw Hawthorme, Ca, (213)
644-0859.

The company describes the Dreamer as
a pad device since it plugs in between your
computer and the keyboard with a Y
connector. Mine is programmed for
WordPerfect 4.2 and has 5 rows with 6
keys across with the functions being
double layered. You get to the second
layer of commands by pressing the PAGE-
(minus) or PAGE+ (plus). [ have 60
functions available with only one or two
key presses required.

1 had been using il with Microsoft
Word for over a year at home and had
gotten used to it. My employer slates that
WordPerfect is the new corporate
standard and retraining would be
necessary. 1 mentioned this product and

-remembering of keystrokes to do.

said that they had already responded lo
this and were eliminating it altogether.
They only other complaint they had
gotten, they said, was on the book. It is
getting a complete rewrite now wilh
graphics,

I really see why people hate to change
from -one word processor to another.
While learning the new one you're saying
things like “that sure is a dumb way to do
it.” The Dreamer at least made it easier
for me to leam WordPerfect. While it still
was not easy, [ think you can see I had less The Dreamer is not for everyone. It
costs $199.00, which many may not wish to
spend. Primarily, it is for the business
people who have to do a lot of typing
using WordPerfect. It would probably be
better suited for those who are just
leaming wordprocessing than those who
already know it. If you learned one set of
keystrokes you can surely learn another.

It still is a chore since you must find all
those other keys that are not on your
keyboard. The reach is not bad and T find
that locating the other keys is no harder
than doing the split finger function
command that I would have to do
otherwise. To be fair, 1 went over the
leaming process with their book Learning
WordPerfect in 4 Hours with the Dreamer
and without using the plastic template.
Actually the book is misnamed, for it
would have taken me that long just to read
the it.

Microtech also makes a Dreamer
keyboard for Lotus, MultiMate, Enable
and combination Lotus and word
processot, plus 30 and 50 key
programmable models to allow you to do
with it what ever you want. A version for

. . . Word Perfect 5.0 is in the works.
Given that choice of learning

WordPerfect again, 1 would again choose
the Drreamer; it’s just easier. It's not

perfect. One of the things I mentioned to
their representative was that the numeric

If you need a specialized keyboard,
take a lock at this model and see if it
meets your needs.

GARDEN - EDEN

Educational &
Corporate P.O.'s
Welcome

Educational oftware
Specialists since 1982

PRINTER HIBBONS ALL COLORS — AT THE LOWEST PRICES! .

Dac Light Accounting (IBM)... nd 5495
Lotus 1-2-3 e $309.95
M/S Windows 2.03 (IBM}... ..$ 79.95
M/S Mouse w/Paint (IBM) ...... ..$511995
Sidekick Plus {Desktop Manager) IBM... ..5124.95
Practical Peripherals 1200B Modem w/Software $ 7995
64K Extended 80 Col Card Apple lle.........$ 39.95
Publish It {Apple)

Need answers on LOTUS 1-2-3 or RBASE? Call our resident
expert: KEVIN KNOEPP. He's got solutions to problems you didn’t
know existed.
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5¥4" Disk Drive (Ap
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Deluxe Paint IL....
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1st CLASS PERIPHERALS 20 MEG HARD DRIVE for Apgle
He, H GS Complete w/card, cable & 1 yr. warr..

FREE MOUSE with Thompson EGA Card
100% IBM EGA Compatible 640 x 350 9995
{Microsoft Mouse Inport Included) 1
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Word Perfect (IBM)
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DSDD 514"-3%" (10 Pack) ...
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PRODUCT REVIEW

LaserMaster CAPcard
Steven Dela

One of the most difficult tasks that
arise when you decide to enter the
Desktop Publishing arena is how to find
svitable output for the copy you have
carefully created. After using either
Ventura Publisher or Aldus Pagemaker,
you want to have a document thal stands
out from the rest of the publications. This
was one decision that the newsletter staff
faced when we decided to change the
format of the OCIPUG README.DOC
monthly publication.

We began to search for the hardware
that would enable our newsletter to take
on this new appearance. After several
contacts, we were fortunate to get some
feedback from Steve Gibson on this
subjecl. Steve had been designing the
pamphlet and shipping cover for his new
product SpinRite using Ventura
Publisher. After a short demonstration of
his choice of hardware and software, we
were convinced that this was the choice
for us, His system consisted of Ventura
Publisher running through a LaserMaster
CAP card enupled to a Hewlett Packard
LaserJet IL. The wide variety of typefaces
and sizes that were available along with
the speed with which it could print sold us
right there.

We contacted the LaserMaster
Corporation in Eden Prairie, Minnesota
for more information on their product. It
confirmed our decision, as did the
information in the book Ventura Tips and
Trick by Ted Nace. A short time later our
new CAPcard the shipment arrived. The
CAPcard controller occupies one of the
slots inside your computer. It comes with
up to 2 megabyles of onboard memory,
along with Bitstream outlines to produce
PosiScript compatible fonts on the
LaserJet, It is guaranteed to be
compalible with all PC, XT, AT, or 38
computers. It supports the HP LaserJet,
HP Series Il, Canon LBP-8II, Apple
LaserWriter, the Ricoh 4080F, and the
Xerox 4045 laser printers.

The speed at which a page is printed is
was what initially attracted us to the
LaserMasier card. When pulling together
any document, several frial runs need to
be generaled and proof read. Using a
LaserJet without benefit of the
LaserMaster card, a page with graphics

and piclures can somelimes take scveral
minutes to print. With the CAPcard, this
was reduced 10 seconds, mainly due to the
way the board handles images and its 2
megabytes of onboard memory. The card
connects through a special cable to a
LaserMaster supplied I/O card that is
inserted in the LaserJet printer. This
provides much faster communication than
through either the parallel or serial ports
of the Laserlet. Also, no additional
memory has to be instailed in the LaserJet
printer, since all the memory needed is on
the LaserMaster card.

The installation procedure for the
hardware and software is relatively simple.
Once the hardware is installed, the
LaserMaster software is run 1o set up the
system. The only glitch that I encountered
during the automatic setup was that the
instal]l program thought 1 had a 386
computer (I have a Zenith 150, a PC-XT
compatible). Two calls to the support
group at LaserMaster quickly solved the
problem. I renamed one of the drivers,
and I was off and running. I must say the
the support was greal. Very few
companies will give you a call at 7PM their
lime, geiting back with the right answer.
Once this was done, it was lime to create
the font outlines.

This is where the LaserMaster
CAPcard has the competition beat. Most
cards and printers rely on the memory in
the printer to store the fonts. This is truc
for all PostScript compatible printers on
the market. To utilize the Bitstream fonts
that are purchased with the CAPcard, it is
necessary to create the outlines that wil
be used. This gives you the ability to
create any size of font "on-the- fly" while
you are printing the document. Rather
than be limited to the sizes specified in the
WID 1ables that come with Ventura
Publisher, you can create almost unlimited
font sizes for use in the document. These
outlines are created and stored on the
hard disk in their own directory for use at
the time they are printed. The insteuctions
are clear and concise as to how to created
a new WID table with these fonts. It can
take several hours to initially compile the
font outlines depending on how many are
chosen and what sizes are specified. Later,
during the use of Ventura or PageMaker,
the outline drivers automaticslly create
any custom size of font requested. The
user doesn’l have to know which bitmap
fonts have been actually been
pre-compiled and stored on disk. This
saves space on the hard disk usvally taken
up by large point size fonts. Up to 254

point size fonts are now possible using
Ventura. Once the oullines are installed,
you are ready to go.

As an example of the speed that you
can achieve with the LaserMaster card,
several benchmarks are illustrated. (These
numbers are taken from the information
supplied by LaserMaster.)

Using the "SCOOP™ page in Ventura,
The JLaser card took one minute to print,
the Apple LaserWriter took 3:06 minutes
and the CAPCard took 18 seconds.

Under Pagemaker, the PM
productivity page took 10:47 minutes with
the JLaser card, the HP LaserJet+ took
10:04 minutes, and the CAPcard took 57

. seconds.

The best speed is obtained when
printing multiple copies of the same page.
I have scen them print every 5 to 7
seconds, with full graphics and images on
the page. This is accomplished by the
onboard memory, since it doesn’t have to
Bo back and recreate the page every time
an additional copy is required.

The LaserMaster CAPcard represents
an economic allemative to buying an
expensive PostScript laser printer,
especially if you already own a laser
printer. It has made our job on the
production staff of the newsletter more
enjoyable since we purchased the
LaserMaster CAPcard. If your deskiop
publishing needs are substantial, the
LaserMaster card is worth investigating.

If you would like more information
about the card, you can contact the
newsletter staff or LaserMaster directly.

LaserMaster Corporation
7156 Shady Oak Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
612-944-6069

HELP WANTED
Part Time Employee or Consulant
for PC System Support
Configure and Instalt Hardware,
Software, and Systems
-B.OS.S.
Contact:: Ron Fleming
714-447-9688

Mega Basic

Sanford Systems
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May 1955 README.DOC Volume 4, Number
The fo”owing David Garcia Lew Stein The following G Marie Heil Christine Wark
Bob Gauger John Sutherland Darlene Hughes Larry Wasserman
member..s htfve Theodore Gilmore Herbert Swanigan member.:: htfve Roland Ivy Laura Welsch
May axp"r‘_"wm Steve Granda Karen Swanson June exptrfmons Ron Knaus Stanley Wise
of their Bdward Halstead Hal Tamblin of their Roy Knulson
memberships: Harry Heimer Ed Taylor - memberships; Richard Lambert
Pearl Hollander Ruth Vauthrin George Lecper
. Bill Howell Jack Vogel . David Lloyd
Dennis And_crson Norb Johnson Mark Vioesi Vilma Aarons Chris Malm
Joan Annesi ginds Gary Amundson
Peter Annesi Robert Johnson Don Walker  Michael Banyackd Alan Marcus
Bill Keller Bill Warren Tom Millard
Ed Amold Stan Bell .
. Robert Kelly Brenda Welch . . David Nasby
Raymond Bagley . Joan Bingenhei
M t Barker Rod Kingston Ruth West Jim Brock Ron Palmer
argare : :
. Ggegory Kunz Clark Westoeott Jim Petit
Fraok Baron " . Mark Burrell .
Phil Barr Robert Ledde Claudia Weyer “willi . James Petrie
. Richard Mc Kristina White Herbert Rabe
Jim Benson . Waiter Coles
. Donald Scott Whitney . Mary Rabe
Fariborz - L Joc Cudzik .
. Paul Merget Victor Williams Jerry Raskin
Broukhim priegh Robert Elder -
Milt Miller John Yasment Sam Reidelber
Jay Burchett Kay Evans .
Robin Clark - M"""”‘E""’ Roy Evans Don Rels
Mynuddin . Robert Render
Jerry Clausen ) Gireg Ewing .
Holly Ngo : Steve Riddle
Roy Cone ; Maura Bwing
Geri Corso Lacille Owens Paul B . Chuch Ryntz
! ranklin L .
. Marc Patrick Robin Sabin
-Dick Cruee - ] Glen Frers ,
. Bob Peringer N Dale Schreihar
Larry Cummings Kent P Fred Friedman Anpemari
Barbara Davis St::\lacn ;::em Uler Ganz Simo:!:i] )
Ron Davis A Russ Garside .
Robent Dickiason Daonald Primeose David Gorham Fiederick Sclomon
Brenda Eckles Beity Rea Marilyn Grimbly oras Stolp
Jorge Schulz . William Thomas
Roy Estes Peter Grodin .
H . James Sherman . Oli Thordarso
Shirley Finholt . Larry Hamilton
Judy Fricke Miles Soberman Holmes Harwell James Tull
Victor Stanley Harold Vejakaja
. ‘ We would like 1o welcome
OCIPUG FINANCIAL REFORT the following New
Members to OCIPUG:
Because of the early deadling for this month's issue, the April and g‘;&g&mm }l}r.::le;ll Noble
i al rts will be consolidated in the Juné issue, 00rs
May financial repo sue ROC Burrell George O'Nan
' Stan Cowen Mike Pacholik
Kenneth Curry Jack Parry
Albert Ellenbogen Dave Patterson
Lamy Erickson ‘Tim Pitts
Ursula Evans-Dupleix Donald Pousha
Richard Evins Martin Power
Bd Fish Betty Pushckor
Jobn Gallie Vinay Rane
Marco Giammarinaro Bob Slapin
Dave Gryvnak Yvette Sncll
Don Hebert William Thomassen
John Hopkins Lee Viema
Kim Jackson Ron Wilson
Noren¢ Jamesley Tom Zi¢ncina
Hugo Johnson
Mary Lou Kennedy
Mulford Knipe
Roy Kocrner
Bob LaFave
Bert Langer
Ramon Lugo
James Mitchetl
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1987-88 OCIPUG OFFICE HOLDERS

President Stan Sabin 968-7307
Vice President John Goodman 895-3195
Secretary Steve Riddle 646-7434
Treasvrer Walt Drew 634-3700
DIRECTORS
Richard Sabin 1988 968-3539
Tim Smith 1988 493-2138
Tom Sutro 1988 850-0474
David Carroll 1989 775-3130
Steve Dela 1989 775-8373
Dave Lorenzini 1989 852-8663
Bud Hughes Past President 751-2530
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Programs Tim Smith 493-2138
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SIG Coordinator Dave Carroll 775-3130
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Bulletin Board Richard Sabin 968-3539
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Steven Dela Publisher 775-8373
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John Goodman Technical Editor  895-3195
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