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README.DOC is published monthly
by the ORANGE COAST IBM PC USER
GROUP, P. 0. Box 6100-211, Costa
Mesa, CA 92628, The group's recorded
message number is (714) 843-2048.

IBM is a registered trademark of the
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
MACHINES CORPORATION. Neither
the User Group nor README. DOC is
connected with IBM in any way.

ORANGE COAST IBM PC USER
GROUP, contributors and editors of
README.DOC do not assume any
liability for damages arising out of the
publication or non-publication of any
advertisement, article, editorial, or any
other item in this newsletter. All opinions
expressed herein are those of the
individual authors only and do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the
ORANGE COAST IBM PC USER
GROUP, its officers, Board of Direclors,
the README.DOC newsletter, or its
Editors.

GUIDELINES FOR
README.DOC ARTICLE
SUBMISSIONS

Send all submissions to the Editor,
on or before the deadline listed below,
using one of the following formats:

1. UPLOAD to the Bulletin Board
indicating the format by extension,
such as: ASCILTXT, MSWord.WRD,
WordPerfect. WP.

2. 51/4" DISK mailed to the Editor
in time to meet the deadline,

3. HARD COPY is acceptable only
if typed and double-spaced.

DEADLINE FOR ALL .
SUBMISSIONS WILL ALWAYS BE

All items submitted for publication are
subject to editing. We reserve the right to
refuse any material submitted for
publication,

The User Group does not intend to
endorse, rate, or otherwise officially
comment on products available, and
readers are cautioned to rely on the
opinions presented exclusively at their
own risk.

README.DGC, Copyright© 1990 is a
publication of the ORANGE COAST IBM
PC USER GROUP. Uniess otherwise
noted, other nonprofit user groups may
reprint without prior permission any of the
articles appearing in this newsletter,
provided that proper author, title and
publication credits are given.

README.DOC Newsletter
Created by:
Publisher Stephen C. Burnside
Editor Jean Stevens
SIG Guide Editor Richard Viila

Production Steve Burnside
Richard Villa

Rac Hark

Mary Lou Kennedy
Gordon Lewin
Christine McDonald

Distribution

Camera ready copy produced with:
AST Premium 286
LaserMaster CAP card
Arts & Letters

Printing by PrintMasters #88 in Huntington Beach. (714-891 -5006)
README .DOC is published monthly. A subscription is included with all patd m

in the Orange Coast IBM PC Users Group.

Address all inquiries, editorial copy, advertising and address changes to: READ
P. 0. Box 6100-211, Costa Mesa, CA 92628

Past Editor: Tom Sutro 1985-1987
Past Publisher: Steven Dela 1987-1989

ADVERTISING POLICY

Members are allowed to place an
advertisement for personal items in the
README.DOC newsletter at no cost,
There wiil be a limit to the amount of
advertising placed in the newsletter. All
submissions will be placed on a first
come, first served basis.

Commercial advertisements, from
mermbers and others, are also welcome,
For information concerning advertising
rates and requirements, contact:

Harv Haight, Advertising Manager,
OCIPUG, P. O. Box 1589, Costa Mesa,
CA 92628,

Contributors

HP LaserJet Il
Ventura Publisher
Corel Draw

PURPOSE STATEMEN:

The purpose of the ORANGE.
IBM PC USER GROUP is to provid
forum for members to share informif
and experiences that will help othe:
members obtain maximum benefit 4
enjoyment from the use of their IBM PC.
and compatible personal compute

TRADEMARKS

The mention of the names of various
products in this publication without
indication of Trademark or Registered
Trade Mark status does not imply tha
these products are not so protected by
law.
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February Meeting

PDL, PostScript, and Font Wars

The featured speaker at our February General Meeting will be Michael
K. Harris, Product Manager for the CrystalPrint Publisher line of print-
ers, at the Qume Corporation. Mr. Harris will describe what a “page
description language” is, with emphasis on the PostScript language.
He will tell us what we, as users, need to know about the “real” Post-
Script intecpreters and their clones. Also he will describe for us the
“font war” that has recently broken out between Adobe, Apple, and Mi-
crosoft, and what that is likely to mean to all of us in the coming
years. FINALLY, HE WILL DEMONSTRATE A SG-FAR UNANNOUNCED
NEW PRODUCT FROM HIS COMPANY (HEY, IT IS “"MAJOR $STUDIO
SNEAK PREVIEW” TIME'}.

More RANDOM ACCESS

Many of you have asked us for more Random Access in our meetings.
We plan to have Steve Gibson host the formal Random Access time (in
which he will answer questions submitted by you in writing, plus
whatever ones he can take from the floor) at each general meeting,
and we will try to insure that he gets ample time to do so.

Thanks to a suggestion from one of your Directors, Richard Villa,
we have come up with another way to answer even more of your ques-
tions.

The half hour before each meeting is usually a hectic one as we
work with our speakers getting equipment set up, etc. Still, we could
open a microphone during that time and hold a mini-session of Ran-
dom Access, dealing with questions taken orally from the Acor.

Come early and, with the help of your fellow members’ sharing, we
may just get you the answers you want and need.

DEADLINE FOR README.DOC SUBMISSIONS IS THE SATURDAY
FOLLOWING THE GENERAL MEETING.

We are often asked by members to accept submissions after the
deadline has come and gone. This puts an unnecessary burden on
the newsletter staff because it effects the whole publishing process.
We have tried to accommodate these late-comers in the past, but
found ourselves lacking the necessary time it takes to do our job effec-
tively. Therefore, in the future we will have to hold fast to cur dead-

line; the one exception being, news of a VERY timely nature.

Jean Stevens, Editor
Stephen Burnside, Publisher

January
LRaflle
winners

Intel Corporation
donated

Sidekick Plus
retail value $199.95
760 Charles Pease
704 Marilyn Grimbly
350 Albert Mace
917 Barry Baxter
1634 Dale Woolley
1635 Steve
Silverwood
670 Bill Keller
428 joe Falcon

Intel Above Board
Microchannel
version
retail value $400.00

525 Robert Olea

Intel Above Board
S1A version
retail value $500.00

1465 Arnold
Montgomery

Intel Math
Coprocessor
retail valule
$900.00
1016 George
Fowles
1337 John Valero

Mark Burrell
of

Computer Smarts
donated

WPerfect Executive
retail value $249.00

743 Fred Haney
*x
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President’'s Message

YOUR TURN!

John M. Goodman

Have you ever sat in one of our
General Meetings and said 1o your-
self, “I could have made a better
presentation than that!?”

If you have, now is your oppor-
tunity,

Last fall as I sought your Presi-
dency, one of my campaign
pledges was to increase the
amount of member-to-member
sharing at our meetings.

Outside speakers, while often
wonderful, equally ofien are not
clear about just who you are, and
what kinds of things you want to
hear. We will be working with the
speakers we have invited, o uy
and help them understand what
we need from them, but some-
times nothing beats having one of
our own members speak to us.

Therefore, we are planning to
schedule fewer speakers from out-
side organizations this year than
last. The tme this opens up in our
programs, we will make available
to you—if only you will volunteer
to fill it.

I have in mind several kinds of
presentation that you might wish
to give. Let me list them:

1) Perhaps you have become an
expert in some aspect of personal
computing, either as a part of your
hobby activities or at work. If you
would like to teach the rest of us
about that area, you could get up
to an hour to do so.

2) Maybe you don't think of
yourself as an expert, but you have
found some program that you re-
ally enjoy, which you could de-
monstrate for us. You too could
get a good-sized slot on one of our
programs, to do just that.

3) Have you found the solution
to some nagging problem in per-

sonal computing? Maybe your fel-
low members would appreciate
hearing briefly, about what it was
and how you solved it. This could
take as little as 10 minutes or as
much as half an hour,

4) You may not be up to giving
us a lengthy presentation, but if
you have some small and nifty util-
ity, game, or other program you
have downloaded from a bulletin
board or purchased from our li-
brary, etc., you might give us a
quicky demonstration, say about 5
minutes worth.

5) Finally, you may simply want
to have an opportunity to say
something to your fellow mem-
bers. It might be to state a prob-
lem for which you would like 10
have help. Or you may have a con-
cern, a gripe, or 2 compliment to
share. In any case, you want just a
minute or 50 of microphone time.

If you fall into any of these cate-
gories, please contact our Program
Committee Chairman, Dave Car-
roll so he can fit you into the
schedule.

On another matter, I wish to re-
mind you that it is important that
OCIPUG speak to outsiders with a
clear, single voice. Last year some
of you were appointed as Ambassa-
dor or Liaison to one oranother
vendor, or other outside organiza-
tion.

I think I have a pretty good list
of who you are, but I would appre-
ciate it, if you have been so ap-
pointed, if you would please call
me s0 [ can be sure you are on my
list. Also, if you would like to con-
tinue in that post, I can share with
you some ileas [ have on how you
might make this service for us
even more effective. Thank you.

Page 2
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Januvary General

To a full house, President john
Goodman opened the 59th General
Meeting at 9:05 AM on January 27th.
After a welcome to newcomers, he
spoke of corrected RBBS phone
numbers: private, 843-9248 and
public, 843-0388. He directed new-
comers to fill out an information
form, available in the lobby, for ac-
cess to the private line. Although he
thanked suppliers of computer
newspapers, free at entrances to the
auditorium, John warned that
pamphlets and announcements
were not endorsed by OCIPUG.

In regard to the previous
README.DOC announcement of
Peter Norton’s talk scheduled for
April 28th: the North Orange Coun-
ty Computer Club was unable w©
locate suitable facilities for a joint
meeting; therefore, Dr. Norton will
speak directly to OCIPUG at that
General Meeting.

Vice President Dave Carroll intro-
duced CIff Purkaiser, Intel’s Cor-
porate Development Manager, who
talked of how Intel was founded in
1986, and listed products Intel sup-
plied then, and those it supplies
now.

Cliffs poll of the OCIPUG
audience showed a fair spread of
users of 8086, 8088, 80286, and
80386 machines, but no users of
B0486 machines. Intel no longer has
interest in 8086 or 8088 chips, and
would like also to abandon the
80286: Silicon Valley billboards
show number 286, with a large su-
perimposed X. To replace the
80286 chip, Intel now emphasizes
the 803868X, with 32-bit internal
architecture (like the standard
80386DX), but with only a 16-bit /O
bus. The 80386DX can work at 30
Megahertz or higher; the 803868X
runs at 16-20 Megahertz. 803865X

Harv Haight

prices are falling; OEM buyers
generally have passed cost savings
on to the final user.

Cliff said such software as
AUTOCAD 386, NETWARE 386, and
PARADOX 386 are faster than ver-
sions for the 80286, by a factor of
two to three. He cautioned that not
all new sofrware will run on 80286
systems. With 1.2 million transistors
(the 80386 has 275 thousand}, em-
bodying an on-chip numeric co-
processor and a large built-in cache,
the Intel 80486 runs 2 to 4 times
faster than the 308306, at the same
clock frequency. He said a 80486
floating point error, publicized last
QOctober, did not affect general use,
but has now been corrected. Final-
ly, Cliff painted a picture of “Micro
2000,” the Intel chip for the new
century, with 10 million transistors.
Some club members raised
eyebrows at his assumption of dou-
bling capability every 18 months,
but all applauded Intel’s approach.

Before the break, Librarian Bon-
nie Ulanovsky prised a new
Shareware extended LIST program.
README.DOC  Publisher, Steve
Burnside, introduced Editor, jean
Stevens, asked for help in labeling,
and spoke of new VENTURA PUB-
LISHER and COREL DRAW SIGs.
Michael Springer showed correc-
tions to his batch command se-
quence given in README.DOC.
SYSOP and Modem SIG Leader, Bob
Ottke, said that Hayes would tell afl
at the next meeting. Database SIG
Leader, Bob Schmiedeke, promised
1o discuss macros at the next meet-
ing.

After the break, David R. Taylor,
Product Manager at Intel’s Personal
Computer Enhancement Operation
(PECO), gave a lively presentation of
PECO’s products, which include

retail co-processors, add-in boards
to upgrade older machines to the
80386, ABOVE boards to add ex-
panded or extended memory, FAX
boards with plug-in modems op-
tional, and complete modems.
Dave discussed in detail how the
LIM EMS 4.0 specification for ex-
panded memory evolved, and how
an ABOVE board can supplement
standard 640K RAM. He com-
mented that a major part of his
production still goes to 80286
machines.

In answer to questions from the
floor, Dave described how an
ABOVE board could be used to meet
the 2-Megabyte and up, RAM re-
quirement of many new programs.
He also spoke of a program to make
different sounds, to show when
standard memory or extended
memory was in use (this program
will be, ultimately, transferred to the
OCIPUG BBS). Dave said the
ABOVE board could act concurrent-
ly as both expanded and extended
memory, with the ratio set by the
user. For more deniled answers,
Dave suggested Intel’s 1-800-538-
3373 number.

Programmer - and InfoWorld
columnist, Steve Gibson, presided
over a random access that bom-
barded him with guestions about
SPINRITE II, his new program to
keep hard drives going. Steve ran
out of time, but John Goodman said
he'd try to get full coverage of mem-
ber input and answers for publica-
tion in README.DOC.

The meeting closed with the
usual raffle, noteworthy for the large
number of Borland SIDEKICK PLUS
programs donated to OCIPUG by
Intel; our winners (listed else-
where) and OCIPUG thank all our
donarors.

February 1990
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...AA Reflection

Last week I joined a hand picked
group of about 30 other members
of the technical press at Micro-
soft’s spacious corporate campus
in Belview Washington. We had
been invited to participate in a
highly technical presentation on
the next release of 05/2. Microsoft
wished to create a foundation of
understanding in the press about
their forthcoming full 32-bit oper-
ating system. While we think this
next 0S8/2 will be called 0S/2 2.0,
Microsoft is still being coy about
its name. In any event, Microsoft
felt that educating us would be a
great place to start, so we gathered
to see what they had to say. I had
been placed under a confidential
non-disclosure agreement before-
hand, so I started out with some-
what mixed emotions, however 1
was delighted when Microsoft de-
cided to lift all such constraints.
Happily, over the next few weeks {
plan to tell you what I learned
about the future of 0S/2 and about
the feelings T took away.

Since even the topic of 08/2
adoption is controversial, let’s first
come 10 terms with the complex-
ion of the PC marketplace of the
90’s. It's indeed a complex and his-

Gibson’s
Corner

tory-laden environment into which
any new operating system must in-
sinuate itself.

There’s probably no more loom-
ing unknown before us than the
“uptake rate” which our newer
technologies will be experiencing
in the future. One apsect which
dramatically retards new tech-
nology adoption is the amazing de-
gree of inertia which our industry
continues to manifest. Just ex-
amine the franchise of love and
devotion which Lotus and Ashton-
Tate acquired. It’s quite significant
that 123 and dBase have con-
tinued to sell long after far supe-
rior products were made available.
Or consider how many 286-based
systems are still being sold today,
long after the 286 was defamed as
the dead end technology it clearly
is. What’s more, this morning
many millions of 4.77 megahertz
8088 floppy-based PC's booted
DOS 2.10 from the A: drive to run
WordStar 3.3 on a monochrome
monitor, generating correspon-
dence on a daisy-wheel printer.
This indeed is the complexion of
the world we live in. But why?

The evidence can be boiled
down to a demonstration of a
single overriding principle of sur-
prising strength: We repeat today
what worked [or us yesterday even
in the presence of better and less
expensive ways to do what we're
doing. This principle is so signifi-
cant that I'm tempted to coin a
new law for the occasion, but Jerry
Pournelle likes naming laws after
himself so much that [ wouldn’t
want to beat Jerry to the punch, so
we'll have to wait for “Pournelle’s
law of computer industry new-solu-
tions adoption inertia.” Until then,
you have the general idea.

It’s certainly true that to varying
degrees we experience new-solu-
tion adoption inertia throughout
our lives, but the level of poten-
tially scary “unknown technology”

which always seems to be mysteri-
ously lurking behind the screens
of each new generation of com-
puter technology is quite easy to
avoid. If we know that Lotus 123 is
a spreadsheet that works, why
should we even step out into the
unknown realm of Quattro or
Excel? If we know that dBase {1 is
able to do a job, isn’t that better
than risking the investment in a
supposedly superior product fike
Paradox?

I remember when [ was
championing high-resolution mon-
ochrome technology over “grainy”
color screens. This was long after
just about everyone else was snug-
gling down in front of multi-
colored CRT’s. Was I crazy? No.
Was [ wrong? Yes. I'm just human,
and technology is moving forward
so quickly in our industry that a
larger than normal “adoption gap”
has been created. I'm sure that
each of us can point to instances
where comfortable technological
ruts erroncously protected us from
changes we should have made ear-
lier. When a frontier is expanding
with dizzying speed, it’s just
human for us to hesitate while we
reestablish our bearings.

So what happens when O8§/2
greets humanity? Several years
after OS/2 2.0 (or whatever it's
called) has been in place, many
millions of 4.77 megahertz 8088’s
will still be booting DOS 2.10 w
run Wordstar 3.3 on a mono-
chrome monitor. That’s a fact.
08/2's technology and require-
ments will centinue to widen a
market stratification which began
when DOS 3.10 was introduced 10
replace trusty old DOS 2.10.

New technologies must offer
substantial benefits in order for
the adoption-gap to be crossed in
large numbers. Next week we'll
begin examining the next release
of 0§/2 2.0 to see just what pro-
mises it has in store. In any future,
we should not judge the success of
08/2 2.0 by the number of 4.77
megahertz machines which get up-
graded. Daisy-wheels still work.

This copyright © 1990 by
Steven Gibson, all rights reserved
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Huntington Beach unless otherwise listed.

NG

README.DOC

February 1990

Special Interest Group (SIG) Guide




BBS 3RD TUE
SIG Leader: Bob Ottkie 714/759-1515

The topic for March will be to continue to work
on our BBS, including welcome screens. Meet in
office arca of SIG SPACE.

CAD/GRAPHICS 2ND THU

SIG Leader: David Carroll 714/775-3130
Designated Guru: Dave Lorenzini 714/751-9262

This SIG covers hardware and software products in
both computer alded design and graphics. At the
March meeting we will discuss ColoRIX VGA
Paint, a high-resolution paint program.

DATABASE e2ND TUE
SIG Leader: Bob Schmiedeke 714/536-1178

This SIG discusses various database programs,
specializing in dBASE. Topic at the March meet-
ing will be file recovery on dBase III Plus &
dBase IV.

DESKTOP PUB/WINDOWS IST WED

~ 8IG Leader: Richard Villa 714/841-6991
Asst. SIG Leader: Steve Burnside 714/758-8957

This SIG covers general desktop publishing related
topics during the first half, and specilizes in Page-
maker, Microsoft Windows and other advanced
topics in the last half. Topic for the March meet-
ing will be a general discussion of PageMaker and
Windows Applications. Please come with your
questions.

DO's and LANGUAGES IST SAT

SIG Leader needed. Call Thurman at 846-6067 {f Interested.
Designated Guni: John Goodman 714/895-3195

Come to this group to learn more about how your
PC works and how to get it to do what you want.
Come to the March meeting with your questions.

HARDWARE 4TH THU.
SIG Leader needed. Call Thurman at 846-6067 [f Interested.

This SIG is one of the most popular, judging by the
strong attendance. Come to the March meeting
with your questions.

MODEM IST THU
SIG Leader: Rich Sabin 714/968-3539

Reach out and access the whole world of informa-
tion through telecommunications. Check the HOT
LINE for topic for March. Come and random
access with us.

NEW USER/NEW MEMBER IST SAT
SIG Leader: John Lunsford 714/995-0947
This is the best SIG to aitend first. The meetings

run on a 4-month cycle and this month is number
THREE in the cycle.

0s/2 2ND SAT

SIG Leader: Dave Lorenzini 714/751-9262

Come learn about what OS/2 is all about and what
this new operating system can do for you. The
toipc for March will be how to load 08/2, includ-
ing other OS/2 applications like PageMaker for
08/2

PERSONAL FINANCE 4TH TUE
SIG Leader: Max Lockie 714/644-0103

This SIG discusses the various flnancial packages
for the PC. Please come with your questions. At
our March meeting we will continue discussing
Andrew Toblas Managing Your Money 6.0,
reviewing setting-up accounts and talk about
reports.

Q& A 4TH WED
SIG Leader: 714/774-2018

Comne and learn about this popular database and
word processing program. The topic for the March
meeting will be Q&A programming.

Terry Currier

imporTanT Teleplione Numbers

Public Bullerin Board (BBS) - 71 4/84%0788

Hort-Line - For latest information on
meetings And events - 714/843-2048

Special Interest Group (SIG) Guide

February 1990

OCIPUG



REAL ESTATE LAST TUE

Contact Person: Kent Plerce 714/536-0271
Contact Person: Tom Suiro 714/850-0474

Jointly sponsored by OCIPUG and several local
Boards of Realtors, this is one of our largest SIG's.
Check the HOT-LINE for the topic of the month.
(Coffee at 7:30 AM)

Newport Harbor - Costa Mesa Board of Realtors
Boardatorium, 401 North Newport Bivd., Newport
Beach.

SHAREWARE _ 2ND SAT
SIG Leader: Bonnle Ulanovsky 714/646-5230

Various shareware programs will be demonstrated,
and random access will answer your questions
about which programs are best for you. The topic
for March will be Hypertext and PC-Browse,
presented by Arthur Boughey. Library disks will
be available for purchase from Bonnie. Member
prices $3.00 per disk. (Call Bonnie prior to meeting
to order specific titles.)

SMALL BUSINESS 2ND WED
SIG Leader: Richard Stnar 714/645-7608

This SIG covers how to manage your small business
with your computer. Monthly topics generaly
include discussion on various business software.

SPREADSHEET IST TUE

SIG Leader: John Alesi 714/770-1130
Designated Guru: Nell Carman 714/964-1901

This group covers Lotus 123 and other popular
spreadsheet programs, including shareware prod-
ucts, for both beginners and advanced users. The
topic for March will be spreadsheet macros &
writing and debugging macros.

VET M "ZITY DRAW IRD W,
SIG Leader: 714/757-8957
New SIG. This SIG will cover intermediate and
advanced topics relating to both Ventura Publisher
and Corel DRAW! At the March meeting we will

our first mecting. Please come with your ques-
tions.

Steve Burnsids=

4TH MON

SIG Leader: Winston Jewson 714/544-4330
Microsoft Contact:Dave Lorenzini 714/751-9262

Microsoft Word 5.0 and Word for Windows are pow-
erful and popular word processing packages. At
the March meeting we will cover: Beginners &
Intermediate - Random access for any use of
Word. Advanced - How to use/do style sheets (II)
and macros (I). Word for Windows lab.

WORD

WORDPERFECT 2ND MON
SIG Leader: Jim Pieratt 714/969-4782
SIG Leader: Taoward Lee 714/646-5557

WordPerfect 1s a very popular word processing pro-
gram. This SIG covers topics for intermediate and
advanced users. Bring your questions about
WordPerfect 5.0 or 5.1 to the March meeting.

NOTICE
The Board of Directors Meeting on February
26th will be held at St. Andrew's
Presyterian Church at 600 St. Andrews
Road, Newport Beach.
Take 73 Fwy. to Irvine Ave. South., Left on
15th Street. One block to church.

Gothard
Metzler Ln.
Beach Blud

17632 Metzler Lane, Suite 211
Huntington Beach

README.DOC
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MEETING GENERAL

LOCATIONS

MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

MEETING

February 24th 1989 - 9:00 AM

Page Description Languages & PostScript

Michael K. Harris, Product Manager, Qume Corp.
A major sneak preview from Qume Corp.

MORE random access from Steve Gibson!

Orange Coast - SIG Space 4 \‘
College __ Huntington Elnla

Costa Mesa + Beach 3 mer] T~
2701 Fairview Rd. N i 17632 Metzler i

General Meeting: — M'";}MM Lane, Suite 211 [ Slatar

Science Hall (next § 0 [:] SIG Meetings: ol € 3 &

to Chemistry Bldg.) s.|sr?§| gD < I] i Take elevator to H - 8] N
Parking incampus | 3 %&Q 2nd floor. £l & 'ﬁ

lots available off ] Buinalan > E Parking in lot or 8| & K

Adams or Merrimac. \_ rrimac -/ | on street \ 2 Yy,

Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG) was formed in 1985, and has become one of the
largest and most respected User Groups in the country.

OCIPUG, a non-profit corporation, Is an all-volunteer organization which provids PC enthuslasts
with an opportunity to gain knowledge and gives assistance to those who need it.

Membership includes:

v subscription to README.DOC, the monthly newsletter published by OCIPUG
v discounts on Public Domain, Shareware and User Supported software

v access to the OCIPUG RBBS private telephone line

v eligibility for monthly raffle at General Meeting

v’ free coples of software and publications

If you would like to become an OCIPUG member please call 714/843-2048 and request an
application for membership, or write: OCIPUG, PO Box 6100-211, Costa Mesa, CA 92628-6100.

OCIPUG 8IG GUIDE camera ready copy produced with: Microsoft Windows, Aldus PageMaker 3.0, SoftCraft
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Member Spotlight
on
Sunny Lockie
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Viette Lockie, known to us as “Sunny”, be-
came member #751 in August 1987. Nick-
named for her sunny disposition by college
classmates, she was recently elected as a
Director of QCIPUG. Sunny has been
married for twenty-seven years to Max
Lockie, OCIPUG’s very own Personal Fi-
nance SIG Leader, and they have two child-
ren, 20-year old Greg and 18-year old Eliza-
beth.

Born in Beaver Falls, N.Y., Sunny at-
tended Becker College in Worcester, Mass.,
majoring in Medical Technology. After col-
lege she worked in the Exceptional Child-
ren’s Center of Syracuse University, where
she met Max. They headed for California in
1960, where Sunny tock a job as Executive
Secretary at Ford Aero- Neutronic Division.
She remained at Ford for six years, after
which, she elected to stay at home while
her children were growing up. Not being
satisfied with doing just one job at a time,
Sunny started her own business at home,
as a dress designer. Her company known
as SUNNY FASHIONS, was very successful.
She still designs dresses, but her talent now
extends only to herself and her family.

Sunny plays piano, the result of 17-years
of Classical music lessons. Her interests
don’t end there, though. She admits to
being enthusiastic and interested in just
about everything, and when something
peaks her interest, it's full steam ahead.
That’s how it was with computers.

About five years ago, the Church she
works for, had two computers, but no one
who knew how to run them. Never having
touched a computer in her life, guess who

volunteered to learn ALL about comput-
ers?? Since then, she has gone from one
who thought computers were dumb and
unnecessary (since we had electric typewrit-
ers), to one who is now in charge of fifteen
systems. She, personally, does all the buy-
ing, upgrading, and repairing, which some-
times means tearing a system down and
putting it back together again. She reads a
lot about computers, but readily admits
that most of her knowledge of computers
has come from OCIPUG members, attend-
ing many SIGs, listening to our resident “ex-
perts” and asking questions, questions and
more questions, when she runs into a prob-
lem,

At home she works with WORDSTAR,
dBASE III, LOTUS, and HARVARD
GRAPHICS. All the family uses the com-
puter for wordprocessing and various
games. At work she uses Vennura to pub-
lish all printed material put out by her
Church.

If there was a prototype of an ideal
OCIPUG member, that our founding
fathers had in mind, it must have been
someone like Sunny. She volunteers her
time as a Director, she attends the General
Meetings, she goes to as many SIGs as
possible, she questions our “experts”
when she runs into problems, and she
helps other members when she can. She is
indeed a good example of what members
can do for each other.

When asked what our club has meant to
her, Sunny said, without hesitation, “I
couldn't exist without OCIPUG” (and she
really means it)!

February 1990
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SI1G Reporis

CAD/GRAPHICS-

DESKTOP
PUBLISHING
Combined SIG
meeting

7. G. Wade

You should have been there!
However, you would have had to
have brought your own chair, be-
cause all of those at the center were
filled.

As one who has seen many pre-
sentations since the early days of the
organization, and maybe hecause of
my training background, I have been
critical of some of the presentations,
but, at this meeting, I got my com-
euppance. This was a combination
of an excellent product being pre-
sented by one who made use of the
product ook easy.

The product was COREL DRAW!
and the presenter was Fiona Ro-
chester. COREL DRAW is a graphics
package, and Fiona is a Senior Pro-
duct Specialist at Corel.

COREL DRAW runs under, and
requires, Windows and a mouse. A
color monitor is very important.
Caution: either a 5 1/4 in. high den-
sity (1.2mb} or a 3 1/2 drive is
needed. Other formats such as
360K disks are not available.

Included in the package is a
manual, a 2-hr instructional video-
tape, a program disk, 2 fonts disks,
and 10 clipart disks.

The COREL DRAW screen con-
sists of: Windows Border, Title Bar,
Menu Bar, Horizontal/Vertical Scroll
Bars, Editing Window, Toolbox, Pre-
view Window (Optional), Status
Line, and Rulers {Optional).

The toolbox contains: The Pick
Tool, The Shape Tool, The Zoom
Tool, The Pencil Tool, The Rec-

tangle Tool, The Ellipse Tool, The
Text Tool, The Outline Tool, and
The Fill Tool.

Fiona started her demonstration
using the Text Tool, which can
move, rotate, mirror, stretch, and
scale text strings. COREL [DRAW con-
tains 102 type faces which can be

manipulated, kerned and cus
tomized, as in making logos.

The Pick Tool is used to select the
objects to be manipulated. After an
object has been selected with the
Pick Tool, it can be used to move,
stretch, scale, rotate and skew ob-
jects.

The Zoom Tool is used to enlarge
or reduce the size of objects.

The Pencil Tool is used to click to
draw straight lines, and to drag to
draw curves, which enables the user
to quickly create shapes which con-
sist of both curves and straight lines.

The rectangle tool is used to draw
rectangles of various shapes and
sizes, and to position them in draw-
ings.

The Ellipse Tool draws ellipses
within imaginary rectangles, and
positions them where they are

needed. Holding down the (Ctrl)
key while drawing an ellipse causes
it to be circular.

The Outline Tool is used to out-
line objects, and has varying thick-
nesses and colors. The Qudine Tool
also options whether the outline is
drawn in front of or behind a fill. By
use of proper thicknesses, calli-
graphic effects can be made.

The Fill Tool is used to fill inner
areas with patterns, colors, shades,
halftones or textures. The colors
used are determined by the Pantone
color numbers, and colors can be
processed for color separations.

COREL DRAW requires DOS 3.0
or later, MICROSOFT WINDOWS,
640K RAM and a mouse or tablet. It
has drivers for printers and plotters,
and supports slidemaker cameras.

TIFF, PCX, PIC, GDF/PIF, CGM,
and EPS files can be imported.
COREL DRAW exports TIFF, PCX,
EPS, GDF/PIF, CGM, and SCODL
files.

The members present were suffi-
ciently impressed 1o vote to estab-
lish a COREL DRAW SIG!

The day following this presenta-
tion, my current copy of PC Ma-
gazine arrived. As part of the cover
story feature on technical excellence
for 1989 (GRAPHICS) was this:
“COREL DRAW is 2 tool for artists.
This Microsoft Windows-based
package achieves that elusive quality
sought by all software transparency.
It implements its tools the way ar-
tists expect them to be imple-
mented. COREL DRAW, with 50
precisipn fonts and over 43 ex-
pandabie custom PostScript pat-
terns, is also a spectacular tool for
manipulating type. Packed with
powerful, flexible drawing tools, it's
a professional tool for profession-
als.”

Page 6
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DOS SIG REPORT
Steve Schiffman

The meeting this month was leadd
by OCIPUG President John Good-
man. John announced that DOS SIG
Leader, Bill Phillips, is recovering
from a recent illness and will be
unable to lead the SIG for a while. A
temporary SIG Leader is needed. It
was pointed out that the SIG leader
need not be an expert with DOS. He
or she just needs to arrange the pro-
gram topic for the meeting and be
able to attend each meeting. Any
Volunteers?

The meeting got started shortly
after 1:00 pm, but only after a volun-
teer agreed to write up the minutes
of the meeting. This is one of Good-
man's criteria for participation in a
SIG meeting. After a couple of
minutes of silence, and the meeting
not proceeding, yours truly dutifully
took on the challenge of taking
notes and writing these minutes.

The meeting started off with a
Question and Answer session. One
member who has a Vendex Head-
start system was having difficulties
executing some programs. One
possible explanation was that the
member had not included in the
PATH statement, the subdirectory
where the program to be executed
was located. The bootup of a PC was
explained, in an attempt to clarify
when the PATH statement could first
be set. The PATH command can first
be issued in the AUTOEXEC.BAT
file, which gets executed as the last
function in the normal PC bootup
process. Prior to setting a path in the
AUTOEXEC.BAT file, all file refer-
ences must provide the complete
path information to allow DOS to
locate the file. The full path name is
also required for files referenced in
the CONFIG.5YS file, that is used
during the initialization of the DOS
system environment.

A deniled description of the
bootup of a PC can be found on page
327 in the Feb 13th 1990 issue of PC
Magazine. It was explained that in
using the command
“PATH=path_dam_info” a space can
be substituted for the equal sign.

To help our member, it was rec-
ommended that the AUTO

EXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS files be
examined, and that one statement at
a time be removed and the results be
checked, in order to determine
when the problem with the applica-
tion goes away.

We then cleared up a misunder-
standing about the APPEND com-
mand. It is not the same as the PATH
command. The PATH command
must be used first to create a series
of directories, that DOS will ex-
amine, to locate .COM, .EXE and
BAT files for execution. The AP-
PEND command is used to add
scarch capability for files other than
.COM, .EXE and .BAT.

TIP: Whenever new software is
purchased, ALWAYS “write-protect”
the original diskette and make a
diskcopy copy of the original for
program installation or daily work-
ing use.

A member then requested as-
sistance in running XTREE. It would
not run correctly. As the group dis-
cussed the ins and outs of running
XTREE, another member recalled
that there is a machine specific ver-
sion of XTREE for EPSON systems.
The user's system was not an
EPSON, but was attempting to use
the EPSON version of XTREE bor-
rowed from an EPSON system at
work. The member was advised to
purchase a legal copy of XTREE or
XTREE PRO which would solve the
difficulties encountered.

John Goodman then presented
the story of “Charles Dickens and
the Teamsters”. Using the overhead
projector, John presented an
analogy of the development of the
Inte! 8088 microprocessor, the IBM
PC & AT architecture, expanded and
extended memory, and DOS. At the
end of the presentation, the group
discussed 80386 configurations and
the software that takes advantage of
the 386 architecture. Memory man-
agement software, Quarterdeck’s
QEMM and Qualitias’ 386-to-the-
MAX and muld-tasking software
DESQview, TASK SWITCHER and
WINDOWS/386 were discussed.

The analogy was found useful in
understanding the workings of the
PC, expanded and extended
memory, and DOS.

The Q&A session resumed for the
remainder of the meeting. The topic
of the ENVIRONMENT was dis-
cussed again. This seems to be a
continuing question. This time
though, the question was about how
much environment space was avail-
able when a secondary command
processor was lcaded. The answer is
32 bytes more than the environment
size before the secondary command
processor is loaded. A technique of
padding the environment by using
dummy environmental variables
was the suggested solution. This
makes the environment area bigger.
When the secondary command pro-
cessor is loaded, the dummy varia-
bles can be deleted, freeing up the
space they held for other en-
vironmental variables to be set or
expanded.

Environmental variables is just
one of the topics to be covered in the
“T'REES and BATCH FILES” Seminar

TREES AND BATS

Michael Springer

The TREES and BATS Seminar
Series began Feb. 4th with an almost
fuil house at the SIG space. John
Lunsford discussed disk terms, such
as, platters, heads, tracks, logical
drives and formats, to provide a basic
understanding of disks and disk
drives. Building on John's founda-
tion, 1 discussed the properties of the
root directory and subdirectories
and ways to take advantage of their
power. By the time this issue of
README.DOC is in your hands, three
sessions of the proposed six sessions
will be over. We will have covered
rules for creating batch files, plan-
ning batch files, and simple batch file
examples. In the remaining ses-
sions, we will cover batch files that
can 1) make decisions, 2) accept
input from the keyboard, both when
called and while running, and 3) run
other batch files.

It's too early to know if there
will be sufficient interest to conduct
either follow-on seminars, or this
seminar series again. If you missed
this series, plan to attend the DOS
SIG meetings for help with barch
files.

February 1990
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REAL ESTATE SIG

Tom Sutro

The main topic of the January 30th meeting was
accessing the REALTOR’S bulletin board provided by
the CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS. The
name of the “RBBS” is CARNET and is available to all
C.AR. members who have access to a computer with the
capacity to talk to other computers. CARNET provides
members with immediate access to many services such
as;

* Most commonly asked legal questions and the
answers 1o those questions provided by the
Member Legal Services Division

* Legislative Information

* Public Domain and user supported Shareware
Software Products

*Housing Marcket Statistics

As a CARNET user you will also have the capability
to send and receive public or private messages.

Telephone numbers to access CARNET are:

* (800) 729-2277

* (213) 739-8389

Prior to connecting with CARNET please make
sure your communications software settings are:

Baud Rate 300/1200/2400

Data Bits 8

Stop Bits 1

Parity None
Duplex Full
Echo off

You will need the following information to register
on CARNET:
* The name of your Board or Association
* Your Six Digit CA.R. MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
(found on your CRE Magazine Label
* Width of your SCREEN:
(# of characters across your screen)
80 (IBM/Comp)

WRONG
CORRECT
WRONG
CORRECT

CORRECT

The following is a correction of TREES AND BATS TEASER
which appeared in last month’s README.DOC

ECHO %0360 (360K, bootable)
ECHO %0 360 § (360K, bootable)
ECHO %01.2 (1.2M, bootable)
ECHO %0 1.2 S (1.2M, bootable)
WRONG END

* Height of your SCREEN
(# of lines top to bottom) 23 (Optimal)

When using CARNET for the first time, access is
limited to viewing CARNET menus, only until your CAR
membership can be verified. This process normally
takes 24 hours.

Should you have any questions or can’t get on line
you may call the CARNET HOTLINE at (213) 739-8345
or (213) 739-8350.

Try CARNET, use it REGULARLY and TELL OTHERS
ABOUT IT!

The next meeting of the REAL ESTATE COMPUTER
USER GROUP will be Tuesday, February 27, 1990, 8am
until 10am and the presentation will be THE REAL
ESTATE SPECIALIST, a program written by RICK HIBBS.
The REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST will assist you with:

* SECURING MORE LISTINGS

* SHOWING LESS AND SELLING MORE

* TIME MANAGEMENT

* TARGET MARKETING

* FARMING

+ MAIL-MERGE CARDS, LETTERS, LABELS,
& ENVELOPES

* AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

If you don’t have THE REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST it
may be the program you want to consider using. If you
already have it, this is your opportunity to discuss
features of the program you are not using, or are having
problems with.

The meeting will be:

Tuesday, February 27, 1990
8am - 10am
Newport Mesa Association of REALTORS,
401 N. Newport Blvd., Newport Beach.

For more information please call me at

{(714) 650-1121.

Prne 8
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Random Access

Jobn Lunsford

One of the problems with setting
the agenda for the General Meeting
is that things don't always follow the
schedule that you set. An example of
this is the fact that the Random
Access session of the last General
Meeting was about half as long as
intended.This article is an attempt
to rectify that short fall.

What follows is a written discus-
sion of some of the Random Access
questions from that meeting so that,
1) more of them can be answered,
and 2) the membership can get the
answers in written form. 1 have
directly answered the questions that
I could, consuited with John Good-
man on the ones in which I needed
more input, and called in outside
help on the ones that stumped both
of us. Any questions that I could not
get answers for prior to press time,
will be pursued for the next issue.

QUESTION #1 from

R. L. Rexanne:
“Can any one show me how to use
4-Way with Lotus?”

Your best plan is to attend the
Spreadsheet SIG. The OCIPUG
Spreadsheet SIG is largely com-
posed of Lotus 1-2-3 users and at
least one of them should be able to
answer your question in detail.

QUESTION #2 from

Richard Jespersen:
“Are all versions of BASIC (such
as MBASIC, Quick BASIC, and
GW-BASIC) compatible with each
other (programming commands,
etc...)?”

No. Most all of the BASIC com-
pilers (Quick BASIC, Turbo BASIC
and the like) will accept programs
written for interpretive BASIC
(BASICA, GW-BASIC, etc...). How-
ever, the reverse is not true. Many of
the compilers offer options that are
meaningless to the interpreters. For
instance, in Quick BASIC it is not
necessary to give each program
statement a line number. In GW-

BASIC an unnumbered statement is
a Synx error.
QUESTION #3 from
David Salcido:
“What hardware is required to
use the French phonetic symbols
which are not included in the
English character set?”

The use of alternate language
character sets is supported by both
your printer (Epson FX) and your
version of DOS (3.3). Your DOS
User’s Manual explains this subject
in detail so I will cover only what you
need to do to shift into the French
or USA characters sets.

To tell your computer to use the
French characters:

Add the following two lines to
your config.sys file:

country=033

device=display.sys

con=(cga,850,0)

The second line assumes that
you have a CGA or Color
Graphics Adapter in your system.
Other display adapters require
codes available in your DOS manual,
Add the following lines 1o your au-
toexec.bat file:

nisfunc

chep 850

keyb fr

You will have to reboot your
computer for these instructions to
take effect.

To tell your printer to use the
French characters:

Add the following to your auto-
exec.bat file:

echo ABC Iptl

where...

A = Esc HEX 1B Decimal 27

B = R HEX 52 Decimal 82

C = 1 HEX 01 Decimal 01

The easy way to enter these char-
acters is to hold the Alt key down
and enter the first Decimal number
(27) from the keypad on the right
side of your keyboard; then release
the Alt key. An arrow pointing left
will appear on your screen,
Next just simply type an upper case

'R’. Then repeat the first process
entering just the number one from
the keypad. A “happy face” will ap-
pear. These three “characters” must
be together without spaces between
them and must be preceded with
and followed by a space.

Again this instruction will take
effect when you reboot your com-
puter.

To return to using the United
States character set:

Change the two new lines in your
config.sys file to:

country=001

device=display.sys

con={cga,437,0)

Change the new lines in your au-
toexec bat file to read:

nisfunc

chep 437

keyb us

And change the 'C’ portion of
your printer command to Decimal 0.

Apain reboot to effect the
changes.

QUESTION #4 from

R. L. Rexanne:
“Will Flicker Free ever be up-
graded to work with the ANSLSYS
driver?”

According to Steve Gibson, the
author, no.

QUESTION #5 from

Richard Sinor:

“I"'m going to upgrade my 286 to
a 25Mhz 386, Should I buy a
motherboard with a 64K cache or
just a regular 386-25 and spend
more for 4 Mb of extra memory
that can be accessed by a pro-
gram like PC-Kwik?”

Richard, there are actually two
different kinds of cache memory
that you seem to be talking about
here. The 64K cache found on some
386 mother boards is static RAM
used to hold information for ready
access that would normally be
stored in slower dynamic RAM. The
use of Expanded Memory by a pro-
gram such as PC-Kwik is to cache
information that would normally be
resident on the hard disk. Both uses
are intended to speed data access
but they are quite independent of
cach other and use very different
memory configurations.

continued page 10 RANDOM
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RANDOM from page 9

QUESTION #6 from
Roc Burrell:
“After installing a VGA card and
loading its software, my DIR com-
mand locks up my computer re-
quiring me to reboot. Why?”
This one is difficult to trouble-
shoot from an armchair, but one
thing to look at is your CMOS RAM
where your AT's configuration is
stored. Look to see if you have the
correct display adapter specified in
your setup.
QUESTION #7 from
Rudy Wolf:
“A CRC error surfaced on my Im-
pulse hard disk (Plus HardCard).
SpinRite and the Norton Utilities
don’t work on this disk. Short of
reformating the disk, what can I
do to mark the new bad sector?”
Nothing. The Plus HardCard is an
excellent piece of equipment but,
alas, it is unsupported by anyone’s
disk doctoring software.
QUESTION #8 from
Ruben Yago:
“Why doesn’t SpinRite II work
with ESDI hard drive controllers
for the Micro Channel Architec-
ture bus (IBM PS2)?”
It does as long as the controller is
not using sector translation.
QUESTION #9 from
Hal Schaefgen:
[Addressing Steve Gibson] “In a
1989 issue of README.DOC, you
recommended the Paradise 8 bit
VGA+ card, but the explanation
was never published. Do you still
recommend it and, if so, why?”
At the time, there was no sofrware
that took advantage of the capabili-
des of the 16 bit VGA card. Therefore
there was no particular reason to
pay a higher price for one. Now Mi-
crosoft Windows version 3.0 does
have a driver for the 16 bit Paradise
card so that you can now reap the
acdvantages of its wider data path.
That’s all for now. Let us know if
you like this feature and we will
continue it in future README.DOC
issues.

THE FAMILY PC .........

A few years ago [ joined the
ranks of those who have a computer
at home. Since then our PC has be-
come an almost indispensable tool.
Yet, I have heard that this state of
harmony is, alas, lacking in other PC
households. 1s the PC at faule? 1s
your system inadequate? Would a
386 machine be more interesting to
the family members? Perhaps a
Laser printer? Maybe a PC really is
“just an expensive toy,” that few find
useful. The simple truth is, that a PC
needs to be fit into the family, not the
other way around. The accom-
plished user can “tame” the home PC
and make it fit in with the family.

Appearances count; your PC
needs to fit into the look of your
home. Ever wonder why your wife
insists that the PC be kept out of
sight in- the far reaches of your
house? My wile felt that way. The
solution was a paint job. Literally a
paint job. When IBM picked the
color for the PC, they picked Navaho
white - a color that does not go with
any decor. Navaho white is com-
monly used to paint apartments,
since it will cover anything in one
coat. [ painted my PC a semi-gloss
white. My wife's happy and our PC
is in the living room. The outside of
the computer is not the only place
where appearances are important,
though.

The appearance of the surround-
ings are also important. I've been
over at fellow users homes only to
find that the “computer room" is by
far the messiest in the house. When
you have to be shown were the com-
puter is in the room, that's messy. If
the family has to wade through
mounds of computer books, hard-
ware assemblies, floppies, and print-
outs of assorted vintage, they may
not be too interested in using the
computer. By creating the mess
around the computer you may be
saying “my area” without realizing it.
Clean it up and share the computer
with the rest of the family.

An untamed PC is intimidating to
a novice user. Turning on the PC

and encountering a DOS prompt
can give even the brightest of family
members the willies. If a family
member has to swudy DOS for
months just to use the computer
occasionally, they may decide it's
just not worth the effort. Bauwch files,
menu programs, and a little creativ-
ity on your part can transform that
beast into a ready and willing ser-
vant. My wife appreciates my crea-
tive menus on our system and it
gives me an opportunity to show off
my PC expertise.

The hardest area to tame is what
software to nun. Software makes the
machine, so careful consideration is
really needed. However, selecting
the right software has more w0 do
with human factors than with per-
formance factors. Word Perfect is, in
my opinion, one of the best of all the
word processors, and I need all the
power and flexibility that it gives me.
Yet, Word Perfect may not be “per-
fect” for the user who sporadically
wants to write a brief letter to a
friend. PC Write is much easier to
use and far less expensive. Some-
times less can be better. A willing-
ness to evaluate family member’s
needs and try different ideas can re-
ally go a long way toward encourag-
ing family use.

Perhaps this could be summed up
as a simple matter of perspective.
Most often you hear of home com-
puters discussed in terms of hard.
ware and software. I have found that
making our PC fit into our family has
little to do with either hardware or
software. By concerning myself with
the human needs, our having a PCin
the family works well. I'm sure that
if the concerned user “tames” the
PC, all members of the family will
find it indispensable. The people
that are potential users of the PC are ~
the real issue, and just thinking in
terms of people, instead of hardware
and software, will make a big differ-
ence. There is one problem with the
PC being so popular, though, we
could use a second system.

Page 10
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NAS" wonbs Harv Haight

When a programmer writes his
own documents, normal English is
often his “second” language. What
he also finds, to his dismay, is that
he has to use this second language
in his menus or error messages. Be-
ware - he may strike back!

Just imagine how the error mes-
sage, “FATAL: Internal Stack Failure,
System Halted” can cause a beginner
anxious moments! This message re-
sults from a fast sequence of re-
peated hardware interrupts (for
some versions of PC-DOS and IBM
keyboards); it takes something like
10 quick strokes of the PAUSE key to
cause it, but when it happens, your
system needs a power-down reset.
(You extend this to 25 strokes by
adding to your CONFIG.SYS file the
line “STACKS=32,256")

Less alarming, but more puz-
zling, is the error message, “File
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Creation Error,” that can pop up as
you try to transfer a file. This can
happen when a destination file with
a read-only attribute already exists.
(You can change its attribute easily
with the DOS 3.0+ command “AT-
TRIB,” or by use of PC-TOOLS or
XTREE.) It can also happen if the
diskette or directory is too full.
“But,” you might think, “my file is
only 10K long, and there's room for
100K more on my floppy.” What
you've overlooked is that only so
many files can be placed in the root
directory of a floppy disk or hard
drive. For the double-sided double-
density 5-1/4" floppy, this figure is
112 files; for the double-sided quad-
density 5-1/4" floppy, it's 224 files.
For most hard drives, self-booting,
512 files can be placed in the ROOT
directory, with files 510 and 511 the

U

hidden system files. and file 512 the
hidden volume label.

The DOS handbooks all preach
limited number of files in a hard
drive ROOT directory. A sub-
directory is a special kind of file to
keep track of other fites and counts
as one entry in the root directory.
We all accept the need for subdirec-
tories for a hard drive, but most of
us overlook how useful a single sub-
directory can be on a floppy. Just
key-in MD FILE (or any other short
name), then CDVFILE, and you have
eliminated this source of the “File
Creation Error” message.

EN EDEN COMPUTERS

L) i ~ * iy &9

U Colona—Lowest M—@«A&u, Diskettes and rEccessonies

PageMak_e_r 3.0

OCIPUG MEMBERS PRICES

Turbo Tax 1989 Federal ..............
Spin Rite Il {Hard Drive Diag.) .... 64.95
. 499.95

41.95

COMPUTER

256k (120 ns) Chlp Set ................ 39.95
System Sleuth Diagnostics ........ 99.95
WINDOWS 386 ...iverimiiemicssssanienns 129.95
— Quattro PRO ..o 269.95
Word Perfect 5.1 ...c.ociiiciieniiinne 259.95
PathMinder vers. 4.171 .......ccccimee 79.95
PFS Professional Write 2.1........ 139.95

Panascnic 1124 (LQ 2 Yr. Warr) 284.95

SEE THEM IN ACTION

8% 16 MHz, 32 BIT Processor

& 8 Expansion Slots-101 Keyboard

§ 1 Meg of RAM (Exp to 8 Meg)

8 Hi Density Floppy Drive (3.5" or 5.25")
8 2 Serial, t Parallel, 1 Game Port

8 Mini Tower or Small Footprint Case

£ Monitor and Graphics Display Card Opt.
&8 1 YEAR WARRANTY

§¥ 30 Day Money Back Guarantee

$829 with VGA Monitor, .. $1299

February 1990




RAC HARK BIO

staff writer

In response to the flood of re-
quests, we are presenting a short
biography of our new cartoonist,
Rac Hark.

Rac has been an intellectual car-
toonist for less than a year, and a
student of human misbehavior for
three of his five lives. (The other
two lives were spent as a flea on the
back of a cougar and a flowerpot in
New Jersey). Rac can proudly say
that he has lived in every one of the
50 states, but he claims that home is
now, and always will be, Horse
Springs, New Mexico. His second
great love (his first is Angel, his wife
of 12 years) is a 109- year-old
schooner, which he has spent the
last six years restoring to perfection.
He now lives aboard the yacht with
his wife and seven children (3 boys
and 3 girls).

Rac has been, at various times, a
lumberjack, an accountant, a used
car salesman, retired, and a rock vi-
olinist. In addition to cartooning,
Rac writes radio scripts for the BBC
and cultivates rice. His radio scripts
have won awards around the world,
and his rice is quite tasty with either
chicken or fish,

New to computers last year, Rac
caught on to the beasts quickly. He
uses a 77-megahertz 80486 PC to
write his radio scripts, and keep his
database of valuable comic books
and great racing schooners of the
19th century. He has been threaten-
ing to learn to program in C, but for
now, Rac says it’s easier just to hire
his seven-year-old daughter to write
his custom programs for him.

Rac’s new series of computer car-
toons flow naturally from his new-
found love of computers, and all the
strange things they make us do for
them.

COMPUTIMES by Rac Hark

"But honey, when the article said it was a boat
anchor, that's not what they meant!"

SapIn
Resrry

968-7307

Stan H. Sabin

ANYWHERE IN ORANGE COUNTY
including

ANAHEIM  NEWPORT BEACH MISSION VIEIO

CYPRESS BUENA PARK WESTMINSTER

IRVINE HUNTINGTON BCH  SANTA ANA

LAGUNA GARDEN GROVE FOUNT. VALLEY
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What’'s New with
0S/2

Dave Lorenzini

On the second Saturday in
January, a small group interested
in learning more about O§/2, met
at the OCIPUG SIG space. The
guest speaker was Margaret John-
son, Systems Engineer with Micro-
soft Corporation. Margaret had
also presented OS/2 at the
OCIPUG general meeting in Sep-
tember 1989.

Mrs. Johnson led 2 question
and answer session and the group
learned many interesting facets of
this new operating system.

08/2 is produced jointly by Mi-
crosoft and IBM Corporation.

Each edition of the software is sent
to IBM approximately 6 months
before being released to any other
OEM (Original Equipment Manu-
facturer). Each manufacturer must
tune the software to the special
hardware fearures of its products.
Disk and memory caching are usu-
ally taken advantage of in this way.

Currently, the computer in-
dustry is working with O5/2 Stand-
ard Edition (SE) Version 1.1 with
Presentation Manager (PM) built
into the operating system. (Presen-
tation Manager is the graphics in-
terface that replaces DOS's C
prompt. IBM, however, has al-
ready released O8/2 Version 1.2, It
also has several new features, two
of which are 3-D buttons and a
new High Performance File System
(HPFS). There is also an Extended
Edition (EE) which includes
database and communications serv-

ices built into the operating system.

08S/2 was described as a multi-
tasking operating system for busi-
ness users. There are not enough
software applications, as yet, for
the general computing public to
worry about upgrading to O5/2
from DOS. Although IBM has
published an applications guide of
0872 programs, which is almost 2
inches thick, most of them are for
specific businesses. Some of the
more recognizable program names
are Excel for O8/2, Pagemaker for

05/2, and AutoCAD 08§/2. Soon to
join them will be Corel Draw! for
08§/2. Many programs now run-
ning under Windows. are likely
prospects for conversion to OS/2
applications. It was reported re-
cently that Microsoft acquired
special technology form Micro-
grafx Inc. which eases the transfer
from Windows applications to the
Presentation Manager interface.

The group learned that Pcesenta-
tion Manager and Windows have
the same appearance and general
operation. Both rely on the
mouse and pull down menus for
ease of use. However, Windows is
limited, since it runs as an applica-
tion on top of DOS, whereas Pre-
sentation Manager is actually a
part of 08/2, and achieves much
berter performance. 08/2 uses the
protected mode of the 80286
micro- processor chip. Therefore,
08/2 doesn’t run on the 8088 or
8086 chips. The other mode, real
mode, is limited to 1 MB address-
able memory and is where normal
DOS programs run. Protected
mode allows 08/2 to address
memory up to 16 MB. At this time
the 80386 does not offer any
special advantages other than
more speed. Eventually, a 3806-
specific version of 05/2 would
offer additional multi-tasking fea-
tures, such as multiple compati-
bility boxes to run 8088-specific
software (i.e., current DOS pro-
grams). Running in a 32-bit en-
vironment, the 386 version could
address 4 gigabytes of RAM! 0872
has been slow to gain popularity
also, because it requires a more
powerful system to operate prop-
erly. The operating system takes
several megabytes of hard disk
storage and needs at least 4 mega-
bytes of RAM to operate. To appre-
ciate the Presentation Manager
graphics, a minimum resolution of
640 x 480, such as a standard VGA
display system, should be installed.

For hard core DOS users, Mar-

garet explained that a dual-boot
capability is part of version 1.2 of

IBM 08/2, although Compaq has
already incorporated it into its 1.1
version. This feature allows users
10 maintain both operating en-
vironments on their hard disks
and select which one they want to
use at boot up time.

Other areas where 05/2 outper-
forms DOS by a large measure is
LANS and SQL servers. However,
these applications are more
frequently found in larger compa-
nies.

The group decided to meet
again on Saturday, February 10,
1990 at 1:15pm to continue to
share experiences and become
more knowledgeable in OS/2.
OCIPUG member Thurman Wade
agreed to bring his new IBM
Model 70 with 8 MB RAM, 215 MB
hard disk, and 8514/8514A display
systemn, to demonstrate how 0S5/2
is installed. Bill Phillips,
OCIPUG's unofficial 0§/2 guru,
will lend his expertise and keep
the group on track. Bill will also
give an overview of the current
08§/2 best seller book list.

Future topics will include hard-
ware drivers, setting up the CON-
FIG file, and getting a betver under-
standing of such 0S/2 features as
threads, dynamic linking, and
named pipes.

To close the meeting, coordina-
tor Dave Lorenzini raffled off three
copies of Inside 05/2 donated by
Microsoft's Margaret Johnson. The
lucky winners were Win Jewson,
Steve Shiffman, and Thurman
Wade. (No one went home empty-
handed.) The book, authored by
Gordon Letwin, head of the 08/2
joint-development team, and pub-
lished by Microsoft Press (§19.95),
provides an excellent and readable
explanation of 0S/2. Since Mr. Le-
twin reveals why each feature was
selected, Microsoft's vision for the
operating system of the future
makes a lot of sense.

For an exploratory meeting, a
lot was accomplished. OCIPUG
thanks Margaret Johnson for
taking time out of her Saturday af-
ternoon to make the meeting a
real success. Next month we have
a beautiful 0S/2 key chain and a
{apel pin donated by Terry Currier
to raffle off.

February 1990
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SUMMARY DRAFT OF MINUTES OF
JANUARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

AS SUBMITTED BY NEIL CARMAN, SEC’Y.

The regular monthly meeting of the OCIPUG
Board of Directors was held on 1/29/90 at the
OCIPUG SIG space. The President presided,
Sunny Lockie kept the minutes until the
Secretary arrived.

The board convened at 6:44 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

John Goodman, Pres.  Richard Villa
Dave Carroll Jim Petit

Neil Carman Sunny Lockie
Stephen Burnside Harv Haight
Robin Clark Terry Currier
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT
Bonnie Ulanovsky Toni Massoth
Paul Curtis

MEMBERS AND GUESTS
Joe Farber

Richard Herman
Robert Ottke
Richard Sabin
Jean Stevens
Tom Stolp

Tom Sutro

The minutes from the 12/18/89 board meeting
were distributed. A discussion followed regard-
ing the format of the minutes. Four cotrections
to the minutes were offered. Richard Villa
moved that the board defer approval of the
minutes untii the next meeting.

Passed by voice vote with dissension.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer's report was deferred due to the
absence of the Treasurer.

Dave Carroll moved that the board approve the
Presidential appointment of Thurman Wade as
SIG Committee Chairman.

Passed unanimously by voice vote.

The President continued Dave Lorenzini’s
Presidential appointment as Ambassador to
Microsoft. The President removed all other am-
bassadors subject to reappointment later on,

NEW BUSINESS

Robin Clark moved that we meet at St. Andrew’s
Church on all dates in which there is a conflict
with SIG meetings.

Passed unanimously by voice vote.

Richard Villa moved that he be reimbursed up to
$40.00 per board meeting for food and
beverages.

Passed unanimously by voice vote.

Harv Haight moved that we appropriate up to
$250.00 10 add two phone lines to the SIG
space. Jim Petit moved to amend the amount to
$500.00 and to include a remote monitoring sys-
tem in the appropriation.

The amendment passed unanimously by voice
vote.

The main motion passed unanimously by voice
vote.

Dave Carroll moved to adopt “Robert’s Rules of
Order Newly Revised” (1990 edition) as the offi-
cial rules of order for the board.

Passed unanimously by voice vote.

It was moved that the board adjoumn to a com-
mittee of the whote to discuss alternatives to our
SIG space if the general membership does not
approve renewing the lease.

Passed unanimously by voice vote.

The board adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

(Editor’s note: The above minutes do not become
offictal or certified until adopted by the Board at
thelr next Board Meeting. )}

February 1990
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BOOK BYTES

WRITE BETTER WITH A PC
Mike Murach, 1989; $19.95 list,
Mike Murach & Associates,

4697 West Jacquelyn, Fresno, CA 92722

Harv Haight

Mike Murach majored in English at the University of
Wisconsin in the early sixties. He worked for IBM
before his start as a staff writer for an educational pub-
lisher in 1967. His development of techniques, pre-
sented in this book, led him to write free-lance and 1o
found a small company, in 1972, to offer computer
textbooks. By 1980 his company started using word
processing on a minicomputer to write books, ads,
and direct mail. By 1983 his writers turned to PCs;
today all ten writers and editors use PCs. Since 1986,
his group has used desktop publishing for five books.

In this book he teaches you how to write better for
business and technical readers, and how to get help
from PC software. He gives a planned approach to re-
sult in faster and better output. He divides his text
into four sections:

1. How to get the most from your PC. 2. 12 easy
steps to better writing with a PC. 3. Essential language
skills for business and technical writers. 4. Practical
presentation skills for PC users.

Mike first lists PC software, essential to a writer. He
likes WordPerfect, Microsoft Word, and PFS: Pro-
fessional Write. He prefers built-in spell checkers to
those that “pop-up.” He uses a packaged thesaurus,
but recommends, as better, a coliege-level dictionary.
To check grammar, Mike uses RightWriter or Gram-
matik I1I, but says afiter you improve you'll use only
the “readability index.” He uses a spreadsheet such as
Lotus 1-2-3 to organize and analyze data, and Harvard
Graphics for visual aids.

Mike finds outline processors useful to organize
thoughts. He says most writers don’t use (and
shouldn’t use) presentation software. Ventura Publish-
er or Pagemaker can complicate text writing.

Mike recommends (1) that you learn to type, (2)
that you use your PC whenever it is appropriate (a pen-
cil and pad can be faster and cheaper at times), and
(3) that you yourself use the computer.

Mike divides a 12-step writing procedure into four
phases: analysis, planning, writing, and revision. He
uses this for each unit (or each unit of a multi-unit}
document. Mike dislikes use of traditional outlines to
plan what to write, and instead creates a “paragraph
plan.” His twelve steps are: define the job, get needed

information, select content, plan topics, plan head-
ings, plan visual aids, develop visual aids, write text,
analyze and improve first draft structure, edit and re-
vise first draft, and proofread and correct the second
draft.

In his third section, Mike teaches you basic lan-
guage skills to let you put together what you want 1o
say in good, solid sentences and paragraphs. He
shows how to stack these for text, o keep a reader in-
terested. He does it differently from the traditional ap-
proach: he starts with paragraphs, and then moves on
to sentences, words, arnd punctuation. As examples:
One idea per paragraph, developed fully, starting with
a topic or transitional sentence; three to seven sen-
tences per paragraph. One thought per sentence, ex-
pressed simply in active voice. Fewer adjectives or
adverbs. *“That” instead of “which.”

In “The Art of Plain Talk (1946),” and later
Rudolph Flesch, said “make sentences shorter and
words simpler,” so a text is easier to read and to under-
stand. He originated the “Flesch Readability
Formula,” which rates text readability from 0 to 100
(best). A later technique, the “Gunning Fog Index,”
rates a text in terms of a grade level in school. Mike ex-
plains these techniques in clear language with good ex-
amples.

“ ... the content and qu-
ality of your writing is far
more important than any
appearance you can create
with desktop publishing.”

RightWriter and Grammatik III use the “Flesch-Kin-
caid” formula to score a text in terms of “reading
grade level (RGL)." The Department of Defense uses
this formula to judge how effective a service manual is.
Mike finds from his past that even good readers have
problems with text that scores more than 10th grade
RGL (but the RGLs of best sellers for business run
from 11th to 15th grade). My Grammatik IV rates the
review you're reading as 9th grade RGL.

Mike ends with expert and useful comments on
desktop publishing. He emphasizes high one-time ex-
pense, and shows how to figure actual production
costs for a desktop published decument. He notes,
however, the finished product has an improved ap-
pearance, is more easily read, and costs less for copy-
ing or printing.

Two quotes are memorable: (1) Page 108, “In fact,
the problem with much business and technical writing
is that the writers don’t know enough about their sub-
jects.” and (2) Page 371, " ... the content and quality
of your writing is far more important than any appear-
ance you can create with desktop publishing.”
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~ Welcome New Ray Bock Xuan-An Le Pierce Porter Jm Stelp
Members! Gerdon Emerson Dick Lewis James Richard Milo Surbat
Pamela Greene Themas Mahon Alian Roberts Patricia Taijl
Katherine Harkins Ruby Martin Steve Siiverwood David Weil
Kurt Keller Barbara Meguro Jack Simensen Terah Weodcock
Joseph Lambert Martln Neely Ron Spruell Dale Woolley
Membershlps Bill Baldwin Allison Dean Pamela Mang Bob Para Joe Wade
expriing in Barry Baxter Bent Ericksen Ken Martin Robert Parriott Mark Waelde
priing Gene Bell May Ethridge Steve McCormick Guillerme Peraza Dongld Welner
February Gerald Bennett Shelly Jo Gacsi Harold Metz Mark Powers Pavl Welton
Mark Bernacchi Anant Gajjar Takashi Mitsutomi Ralph Roos Hugh Wilkoff
Les Betx Arthur Gt John Moare Tricla Sebreros Eenneth Williams
Thomas Brock Gerry Goodman Richard Moser Harold Sharp Reuben Yage
Robert Buzerak Jere Greene ‘Thomas Moeses Ray Smith David Yap
Reta Cagle Trevor Guest Peter Murray Rich Smith Gary Zlmmerman
Victor Caron Gene Hales Steve Nickless Dean Sowers
Jon Chelin Willlam Harwood Yesh| Noguchl Mike Stewart
Pat Clioe Vic Jashinski Margie Norton Ned Stewart
Bob Cope Oclan Jennings Howard Nylander Tem Thempson
Ann Ceraine Gary Kaleta Bobbie 0'Neal Stephen Tucker
Larry Courter Reland Eemp Cralg Okun John Valero
Henry DeLapp Randolph Kreenert Luciile Owens Tom Van Tuyl
Membershlps John Alesi Robert Fioley Gary Liekness Donald sharp Bob Wright
expiring in Leu Applequist J. Deonald Franklin Steve Mac Donsld Rebert Shourt Katherine Yarosh
piring Norman Arnold Timothy Gilles Richard Mayeda Gerald Sinykin Allan Yin
March Martin Bluestein Margaret Goedeke John McNett Michzel Springer
Bruce Cleeremans Dean Hartley Roger Mendenhall Jean Stevens
Frank Coffee Fred Hudson George Moore Joan Teston
Rose Marie Coffee Luctlle Hunter Sue Nolen Melvin Thexton
Robert Davis Bill Keet Robert Ottke Dan Townley
Bill Deason Katherine Kent Mark Porter Chuck Trem
Paul Delke Joha Kruse John Rittenhouse David Yan Deerlln
Rdward Eiter Michael Lee Arthur Saltzman M. Lia Yaroer

Your Advertisement could be here!

Contact:
Harv Haight
Advertising Manager
README.DOC
P.O. Bow 1589

Costa Mesa, CA 92628
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1990 OCIPUG Board of Directors People and Numbers to Know

Membershi Robin Clark
OFFICERS SIG Chairmzn Thurman Wade
President John Goodman 895-3195 Ch Dave Carroll
Vice President David Carroll 775-3130 P-r:))gra.m ma. ave. a:;o R
Secretary Neil Carman 964-1901 L ran.an BO:‘::IC anovsky S
Treasurer Toni Massoth 642.1633 Bulletin Board Robert Ottke ' 75
Past President Paul Curtis 774-1827
DIRECTOR Remote Hectronic Bulletin Boal
. CTORS Orange Coast IBM-PC User Group: *
Steve Burnside 1990 758-8957
) Public Line (1200/2400)
Robin Clark 1990 786-7880
] Members only (1200/2400)
Terry Currier 1991 774-2018 .
WellSpring (1200/2400/9600)
Harv Haight 1991 546-0820
Software Exchange (1200/2400)
Sunny Lockie 1991 044-0103
The End Of The Line (1200/2400)
Jim Petit 1991 841-3699
. ] AST Research (1200/2400)
Richard Villa 199G 841-6991 .
. Ninja's Palace (300/1200/2400)
Bonnie Ulanovsky 1990 646-5230
OCIPUG Information & Message Line
NEWSLETTER STAFF 714-843-2048
Publisher Siephen Burnside  758-8957
Editor Jean Stevens 044-1017
Production Steve Burnside 758-8957

SIG Guide Editor  Richard Villa 841-6991




Advanced Computer Products Prodigy™ Services C¢
Santa Ana  (714) 558-8813 Irvine (714) 8§
AST Research, Inc. Quick Technology Co¥

Irvine (714) 863-1333

Garden of Eden Computers
Westminster  (714) 841-4994

Irvine (714) 660-49

Toshiba Ameriéa
Tustin 197

PCR Personal Computer Rentals Western Digital Corpor
Huntington Beach (714) 843-9262 Irvine (714) 8630

The Orange Coast IBM PC User Group thanks these companies .
for their sponsorship. Their support enables us to better serve our members. -

If you or your company would like more information on this program - -
please call Stephen Burnside at 714-758-8957.

Orange Coast [BM PC User Group
Post Office Box 6100-211

Cali ia 92628
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