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From 8:40 to 9:05 a.m. on May
30th, prior to the 87th General
Meeting of OCIPUG, Vice-Presi-
dent Richard Villa chaired a Ran-
dom Access. Topics included
squashing of WordPerfect text on a
Panasonic KX-P1124, too-rapid
scanning of CMOS entries on a
3B6SX clone after going from a Sea-
gate 42MB hard drive to an IDE
Quantumn 240, possible use of a co-
processor to speed up browsing of a
database, and anomalies encoun-

tered with Windows 3.1 in AUTO-
EXEC.BAT or tree printouts from
Xtree Gold V2.5. Bob Basaraba also
detailed at length how different
caches work.

President Steve Burnside opened
the meeting by announcing an Intel
seminar on laptop and palmtop com-
puters, chaired by Intel CEOQ Grove,
on June 2nd and 3rd from 8:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. at the Airport Hilton
near LAX (330, (408) 496-2989),
He scheduled a meeting of SIG lead-
ers after the June General Meeting
to program efficient use of a new
SIG-space 200-MB hard drive and
tape facilities for demonstrations.

Steve then introduced our major
speaker, John Harcharik, IBM Sen-
ior Systems Engineer, to tell us
about IBM’s OS/2 Version 2.0 and
to give us a live demonstration. John
spoke of IBM's commitment to
OS/2 and briefly about IBM's alli-
ance with Apple Computer, as well
as other IBM future plans. Using
transparencies, John ran through
Version 2.0 features:

To run Version 2.0, you need a
386SX or better, with a minimum of

Harv Haight

4 MB of RAM (6-8 MB better),
from 20 to 30 MB of free space on a
fast 60-MB or larger hard drive, a
1.2-MB or 1.44-MB disk drive, and
a mouse (VGA or better monitor as-
sumed). Under Version 2.0, you can
run present DOS applications, Win-
dows 2.X and 3.X applications, and
0572 1.X applications, as well as
Version 2.0 32-bit programs. Ver-
sion 2.0 has DOS, Windows 2.0 and
Windows 3.0, and Adobe Type Man-
ager built in. Up to 240 simultane-
ous DOS sessions are possible. [f
one application crashes, other appli-
cations continue to run. Data can
be cut and pasted between DOS,
Windows, and O8/2 applications. In
supported Windows and OS/2 appli-
cations, data can be hot-linked
(automatically updated one to an-
other). A new file system allows a
filename to be as long as 256 charac-
tets.

An extended question and an-
swer session came next, with most
queries of interest primarily to indi-
viduals. One answer impacts many
OCIPUG members, however:
Stacker cannot now be
used with OS/2 Version
2.0 (aithough Stacker vol-

umes readily house Win-

dows 3.1)! g

After a break, SIG lead-
ers discussed schedule
changes and program con-
tents and Terry Currier
spoke of plans for the
June meeting.

An IBM marketing
video that came next
drew a lot of audience re-
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sponse, especially to a staged use of
(OS5/2 by a three-year old (now that
explains what programmers today
set as a goal!). In a rather brief
demo which ended IBM's presenta-
tion, features not shown in the
video wete expanded.

Prior to the closing raffle {again
handled by taping member number
labels to tickets), Steve spoke of his
belief that IBM and Microsoft
should work out differences, to at-
tain a functional commonality. Bob
Octtke is a recent installer of Version
2.0; he praised the rapid response he
got from IBM customer service via
an [BM 800 number. Bob secured
his copy of OS/2 through a promo-
tional upgrade from Windows which
cost him $49 ... contact Bob for fur-
ther details.

OCIPUG thanks those who do-
nated prizes for the raffle; winners
arc listed elsewhere. M
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President’s Message

Stephen Burnside

This month I accepted, with regret, the
resignation of Ben LeGare from the
Board of Directors. The pressures of
Ben's work, business, and family life
have made it all but impossible for him
to continue as an active Board member,
Ben has been one of OCIPUG's most
valuable assets. He has helped in the
past as leader, and participant, in the
Random Access that precedes the Gen-
eral Meeting. He has been extremely
generous in his donations of time, com-
puter equipment, and money to
QOCIPUG. The next time you see him,
be sure to thank him for his unselfish
dedication and service to the club. All of
us on the Board will miss him.

I have appointed Max Lockie to fill
the remainder of Ben's term on the
Board. Max, you may recall, was nomi-
nated for President during OCIPUG's
last election, but chose not to run. He is
the leader of the Personal Finance SIG,
and can be found in attendance at a lot
of the SIG meetings. | have known Max
for a long time and have always appreci-
ated his advice and counsel, both as a
friend and fellow OCIPUG member. |
am sure he will be a grear asset to the
Board.

Now on to other matters....

Lately, | have been giving a lot of
thought to the relationship between
OCIPUG and the software and hard-
ware companies we have contact with.
As you may, or may not, know our SIG
leaders and others have various degrees
of interaction with vendors. For some,
this interaction only extends to receiv-
ing limited mailings, press releases, and
occasionally, evaluation copies of soft-
ware for review. For others, the compa-
nies provide extensive support and
extras, that is often of tremendous bene-
fit for those members of OCIPUG who
use those products. [ would be the first
to tell you that the support | have re-
ceived from Corel, for our former Corel
SIG {now called Windows Drawing SIG)
has been invaluable. However, relations
with Corel did become somewhat
strained, when we decided to take a look
at other drawing packages. | soon real-

ized that there was a misconception
about the role of OCIPUG on the part
of some at Corel. | believe they some-
how thought that the Corel SIG was a
separate entity, apart from QCIPUG.
Once [ explained that, in my position as
a SIG leader, | have a responsibility to
OCIPUG members to demonstrate what
I believe to be worthwhile products, that
can get the job done and provide gooed
value for their hard earned dollars, they
understood my position.

Another incident, with a completely
different company, illustrates another is-
sue of importance. In February, at a
meeting with Microsoft, [ asked Bill
Gates about reports in the press concern-
ing numerous bugs in Word for Win-
dows, 2.0. My questions were:

1} are the reports true, and if so, why
did the Product Manager for Word as-
sert that they were not?

2} What is the vendors responsibility
to the users of its products?

3) Does he, Bill Gates, feel that Mi-
crosoft, as the leading vendor of com-
puter software for PCs, have a
responsibility to set the example for the
“lesser” companies to follow!?

The questions raised by these inci-
dents lead to other questions. Might it
be better to have more SIGs which ex-
amine categories of products, i.e. spread-
sheets, database, etc., rather than
product specific SIGs? What is the re-
sponsibility of OCIPUG to the vendors,
if any? Whose interest is OCIPUG re-
quired to serve? Should we (SIG leaders,
Gurus, reviewers) say one product is bet-
ter than, or more suited to, a particular
task than another?

I guess the reason | am pondering
these questions is the realization that
we, as consumers of computer products,
have for the first ten years of the exist-
ence of the PC been at the mercy of the
vendors. When we were less sophisti-
cated users, we gladly accepted what was
offered because it was all new and excit-
ing to both us and the manufacturers.
Now we are more informed.

Continued on Page 7...

DArXE 2 | PEANME DO

JUNF 1992



So you have installed the new mo-
dem, set up your comm program,
and have connected to the
OCIPUG BBS. The first time on,
you were undoubtedly confused,
and a little worried that you might
do something to “mess up” the BBS.
No need to worry. You cannot do
anything which will hang the sys-
tem, or anything like that. Oh, yes,
hangs do happen, but it is not from
anything that a user can do from
outside, so don't worry.

Where do we go from here? Al-
though the OCIPUG BBS is one of
the best around (Ahem!!), there
must be other ways to spend time
with telecommunications. There
are more than you can ever use!
Let's discuss just a few of them.

There are the commercial boards
such as CompuServe, Predigy,
Genie, America Online, and a few
others. They will cost you money.
Usually, you would subscribe to the
service with a credit card. Compu-
Serve, for example, has a nominal
monthly charge, and a use fee based
on time online. Those fees will vary
depending on the hour of the day or
night, and the speed of your mo-
dem. They have recently offered a
new service for a fixed fee, but I'm
not familiar with the details. Com-
puServe offers vast amounts of infor-
mation and services—more than
you can ever use. Just about every
hardware and software manufac-
turer has his own conference area,
where users can ask questions, offer
advice, and get good feedback from
company experts. In my opinion, it
is without question the best of the
commercial operations available.

Prodigy is another that is quite
popular, and lots of our members
are regular users. For many things,
it is less expensive than Compu-
Serve, but then, you don’t get as
much. I'm even less familiar with
Genie, so will not comment. Amer-
ica Online is the newest of the lot,
and is tied in with GeoWorks. Fans
of that fine program can probably
tell you a lot about that BBS service.

There are many, many other
commercial BBSs that will offer just
about anything you want. Some,
such as one in the Midwest, have
hundreds of lines and many gigaby-
tes of shareware available for down-
load. While the fees are not
exorbitant, your telephone bill can
show a rather dramatic rise! Many
others here in Southern California
will allow free use up to a point, but
if you want more time, and access
to some special areas of the boards,
you must pay a fee, or make a con-
tribution. But there are many that
are completely free and available to
just about any well-behaved person.
A couple of my local favorites are
Chips Plus (556-3208) maintained
by the Newport-Costa Mesa School
District and very ably managed by
SysOp Addison Ching, and Well-
spring, (856-7996) a UCI operation
run by our good friend Steve
Clancy.

Several OCIPUG members oper-
ate their own BBSs just for their
own amusement (7) and pleasure
(1. Two that come to mind are our
own Brian Parker who runs the fine
NoHo BBS (848-1506), and Dave
Robinson at PC Applications (432-
9104). If you are a radio ham, you
must be familiar with Dave's board.
Both Dave and Brian offer exten-
sive e-mail, so if you want to com-
municate long distance (even
overseas), these are worth your at-
tention. Please forgive me, good
people, for not attempting to list all
the other boards operated by
OCIPUG members. Any of you
who would like to do so may put up
a free ad on our BBS telling our
members of your operations.

BBS

Bob Ottke

Electronic bulletin boards all
have their own personalities, and
usuaily reflect the interests of the
SysOp. In our case, we try to give
you what you want on the
OCIPUG BBS, so if you'll just let us
have your comments we'll do our
best to comply. Some boards are set
up for very specific purposes.
Those, of course, include all of the
BBSs operated by the hardware and
software manufacturers. Sometimes
this is the best and least expensive
way to pose a question to a manu-
facturer. Those of you who have
spent long periods on HOLD on
the Microsoft voice line, for exam-
ple, know what [ mean!

Many boards offer things that
you won't find on ours. If you are
into sexy GIFs, there are boards
that have thousands of hard core
stuff, as well as XXX stories, ete.
There is one of those here in
Orange County that caters to all
imaginable orientations. You should
see their sign-on questionnaire!!
They also had a feeble disclaimer
which stated that any of the com-
mercial programs which anyone
“happened” to find were there for
the exclusive use of the SysOp and
should not be downloaded! Frankly, :
I'm surprised they are still around,
as there was a rather strong legal
action started by a group of soft-
ware manufacturers.

Wandering around the great vari-
ety of bulletin boards available can
be lots of fun, very time consuming,
and occasionally costly. You will
find extensive listings of local
boards in Coast Compute, and other
free magazines. Give 'em a try, and
have fun....
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How Your Hard Disk Hides Data
and How it Can Find it Again
Part One

John M. Goodman

A discussion at our most recent hardware SIG meeting
got me thinking about the strategies used to “hide”
data on a hard disk and then find it again. | know a lot
of you are confused by this topic {and some of you may
even be interested in it), so I thought I would explain
some of the not-so-obvious steps your hard disk con-
troller has to go through each time you access the
drive.

Along the way I shall give you some tips about when to
use a product like SpinRite to redo the low-level format
in a DOS partition {without losing your data) and
when it is safe to redo the low-level format of your
drive generally.

Just to be very clear about this, you—the PC user—
don’t do the things | am going to describe. For example,
you may ask DOS to find some file (you often do this by
simply mentioning the file in a command, or by using
the OPEN option in the menu of some application pro-
gram). DOS figures out which logical sectors hold that
file. Then it asks the “block device driver” to retrieve
those sectors. The device driver further translates that
request into the actual, physical sector locations on the
disk (or what it believes to be the actual locations) and
asks the disk controller to retrieve them. This article is
all about what happens after that and before your file's
contents start being delivered by the disk drive back to
the computer.

It sounds so simple: The disk controller just tells the
disk drive to put the data down somewhere on the disk,
and later on read it back. It sounds simple, but it really
isn’t. There are two problems, each very easy to state,
and each very tough to solve.

{In fact, the solutions are sufficiently involved that it will
take me three installments to cover them all. By the time [
have finished, though, you will understand, and appreciate,
your hard disk and its controller a whole lot more.)

The first problem is how to find the space on which
you are going to record the data, and how to be able to
find it again when you want to read those data back.
The second problem is precisely how to record the data
in a fashion that will allow you reliably to read it when
you are ready to retrieve those data.

Data Encoding

Let’s look for just a moment at the second problem.

A naive approach would be to magnetize the disk sur-

face in one direction to store binary ones and in the op-
posite direction to store binary zeros. This is naive, be-
cause in using a magnetic recording medium we
normally can only detect changes in magnetization. So
if you recorded a whole flock of zeros, or a whole flock
of ones, all in a row, you would be hard pressed when
reading them to say exactly how many of them were in
that flock.

The solution to this problem goes by the general
name of data encoding. Several different strategies have
been used. When disk storage of computer data was
first introduced the data encoding strategy used was
called FM (frequency modulation). By the time PCs
fiest got hard disks they used an improved approach,
called MFM (modified frequency modulation) that
could squeeze twice as much data into a given amount
of space as the older FM approach. That is why the
boxes of diskettes you buy (which are intended for use
in drives that use MFM encoding) say that they are
“double density” disks. A few years later a further im-
provement came on the scene. Carrying the obscure
name “2,7 RLL" encoding, it was a means of squeezing
another 50% more data onto our disks (thus three
times as much as the old-fashioned FM method).

All PCs use only MFM encoding on their floppy
disks. All modern hard disks and hard disk controllers
use 2,7 RLL {or some variation on that theme). That in-
cludes all IDE, ESDI, and SCSI drives and controllers,
as well as those labelled as RLL drives or controllers.

That is all I shall say in this article about that second prob-
fem. I have written elsewhere (for example, in “The Official
SpinRite IT and Hard Disk Companion,” IDG Books World-
wide, 1990, ISBN 1.878058-08-8) about the details of each
of these data encoding strategies.

Now, let’s return to the first problem: That of how
your disk subsystern {disk plus controller) is able to find
and then re-find suitable places to park your data.

Data Positioning

A PC’s hard disk has one or more platters. These are
disks of some stiff material (usually aluminum or glass)
coated with a magnetic medium on each side. They are
mounted on a spindle. A motor turns the spindle and
all the platters together at a fixed rate of rotation (typi-
cally 3600 rpm, but sometimes now as fast as 4800
1pm). A head assembly carries a group of magnetic read-
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write heads (one each for the top and bottom of each
platter) and it moves them as a group out to the edge of
the platters or in toward the spindle. Figure 1 shows the
critical pieces in a four-platter drive.

(To help you visualize things as | am describing
them, imagine that the spindle is vertical so the platters
are horizontal surfaces. You can operate most hard
drives in some positions other than this, but this is
mote or less the “normal” orientation for a hard drive.)

Head Assermnbly

Read/Write Head (1 of 8)

Sectors (17 in
each track)

<+—Platters (4 in
g this drive)

<+—Spindle Motor

Arm to Head Assembly Actuator

Figure 1. The key parts of a hard disk. Shown
here is a drive with four platters mounted on a
spindle and turned by the spindle motor. To read
and write data on these platters a head assembly
carries eight heads, moving them all together out
toward the rim (for cylinder zero) or in toward
the spindle. Shown on the top surface are the lo-
cations of the sectors (17 are shown here) within
one track at a mid-range cylinder value.

Any place on your hard disk where data might be
stored can be specified by three numbers, or dimen-
sions. One says which head you will be using. Another
specifies where the head assembly is in its travel. The
third specifies how far around the disk platters have
turned by the time the specified place is under the head
you have chosen to activate.

Another name for the first dimension, besides head num-
ber, is the surface number. Typically the topmost platter’s
top sutface will be called surface zero. The other side of that
platter is surface one. And so on to the bottom surface of the
lowermost platter. Naturally, this means that every drive has
an even number of surfaces and heads.

The head assembly position is specified in terms of a
cylinder number or track number. With the head assem-
bly in any one position, the portion of the magnetic sut-
face that passes under each head forms a circular track
on that surface. Since all the heads in the head assem-
bly are positioned in a stack, vertically above one an-
other, the tracks they sweep out on their respective
sutfaces form a cylinder. The outermost cylinder is

called number zero. The rest are numbered in from
there toward the spindle and in modern hard disks the
number of cylinders can be anywhere from several hun-
dred to a couple of thousand. Each of the tracks in any
one cylinder are referred to by the same number: the
number of that cylinder.

The third dimension, the distance around the track, is
specified in terms of a physical sector number, This takes a
bit of explaining. We don't record data all the way around a
track. Instead we record bursts of information separated by
spaces. Each burst contains 512 bytes (or, since the data are
actually recorded a bit at a time, we might better say it con-
tains 4096 bits) of data. We call these regions sectors. In Fig-
ure 1 the sectors that make up one track on the top surface
are shown in white.

Sectors contain more than just their 4096 bits of
data. They also contain a sector header and some error
correction codes. The header is a very important part of
the story of how our hard disks and controllers manage
to find our data for us. The error correction codes are
there to insure that we can get back those data reliably
as much of the time as possible (and that we will know
we failed to do so when some accident happens that pre-
vents reading the data).

Each sector header contains the full address of that
sector. This means it stores the head number, cylinder
number, and physical sector number. There is also
some other information stored there, at least including
a bit to say if this sector is a safe place to store data, or
if it is flawed. The sector header ends with a CRC {cyeli-
cal redundancy check) number. That is a sort of super-
parity number that can be used to insure when you read
the header that you have read it correctly.

The physical sectors don’t have to be numbered
around the track sequentially. Sometimes it makes
sense to use some other scheme. Choosing the best or-
der in which to number the scctors is called choosing
the optimum “sector interleave.” For the rest of this ar-
ticle I shall ignore that complexity, as it doesn’t directly
affect the rest of what I am going to discuss.

The disk controller watches the sectors as they pass
under the active head for two purposes. One is to see if
it is the sector you want to write or read. Usually, of
course, it is not. The other reason that it watches the
sectors go by is to see precisely when they do so, and to
use that information to continually adjust the speed of
the spindle motor (and hence the speed with which the
disk turns). This is called a servo-feedback loop.

Every hard drive has this sott of servo-feedback loop.
Many drives have at least one more servo, as you will
learn in the next part of this series. W

Copyright © 1992 by John M. Goodman, Ph.D., dll
rights reserved. Dr. Goodman is a Past President of the Oy-
ange Coast IBM PC User Group. His most recent book is
“Memory Management For All of Us,” Sams, 1992. ISBN
0-672-27366-7
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ACCIDENTAL EMPIRES

by Robert X. Cringely

Harv Haight

As a thank-you for on-site help
with a nasty STACKER probiem,
member Glenn Nakadate recently
gave me a copy of Robert
Cringely's Accidental Empires. He
bet me [ couldn't put it down once
started, and he was right. It's subti-
tled, How the Boys of Silicon Valley
Make Their Millions, Battle Foreign
Competition, and Still Can’t Get a
Date.

Most of us remember Steve Gib-
son's presentations to OCIPUG
(and 1 hear he's to be an aucticneer
at the June meeting); his style re-
flects his column in InfoWorld and
delights many of us and distresses
others. Maybe some of this style
has rubbed off from Robert
Cringely, again well-known from In-
foWorld, In his book, the author
collates and adds to what he's writ-
ten over the years about prominent
individuals and organizations of Sili-
con Valley and Boca Raton; what
he reports often has been hotly de-
bated by those chronicled, but he is
no Kitty Kelly. His sources are
sometimes interviews, but much of
what he writes is based upon tips:
“Most engineers won't even toler-
ate it when others in their com-
pany lie, which is why [ get so
many calls from embarrassed or en-
raged techies undertaking what
they view as damage control, but
their companies probably see as
sabotage” (p. 12).

Accidenial Empires is not a chro-
nology, although Cringely enter-
tainingly traces the lifeline of many
software and hardware companies
and their founders. Using recogniz-
able technical jargon, and even
street talk, he shows how products
and markets have been manipu-
lated, and what were the goals of

Addison-Wesley Publishing Co. Inc, 1992, 324pp.

the manipulators. “They (Bill
Gates and others) were just smart
kids who came up with an angle
that they have exploited to the
max" (p. 9).

Cringely writes well and has a
knack for the right choice of
phrases. If he were simply a whis-
tle-blower, his book would be
worthwhile. But he also reasons
logically and persuasively, drawing
conclusions that make sense. One
scary prediction: “There is main-
frame software in this country that
cost at least $50 billion to develop
for which no source code exists to-
day (p.304).... Any program that
ptints a date on a check or an in-
voice, and that doesn't have an al-
gorithm for dealing with a change
from the twentieth to the twenty-
fiest century, is going to stop work-
ing. [ know this doesn’t sound like
a big problem, but itis. [T'S A
VERY BIG PROBLEM" {p. 304}.

[ don’t know where Glenn pur-
chased this hard-cover book or
how much it cost. The chances are
it's available at Crown Books or
others fairly reasonably. Truth is,
the general public probably may
have little interest in the subject,
but OCIPUG members will find
this facinating book a worthwhile
purchase. B
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RAFFLE
WINNERS

Central Point
donated by Jim Chambers

Central Point Commute

Eric Sayles
Central Point Backup
Noel Owen
Central Point Antivirus
Tim Sayler

Adobe Postscript Camiage
donated by Rudy Wolf

Hank Kunczewski

Borland
Quattro SE
Harold Howarth

iBM
05/2 Mouse pad
Joan Teston
05/2

Joni Goodnight
Thomas Mahon

Hollywood

Mariano Lopez
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MEMORY MANAGEMENT
FOR ALL OF US

by John M. Goodman, Ph.D.
Sams, 1992, 1137 pp.

Muax Lackie

[ have just read a pre-released edi-
tion of John Goodman's new book
Memory Management for All of Us.
As most of you know, John is a
past-president of OCIPUG and still
very active in club affairs.

Although the sheer size of the
book (1137 pages) might scare you
away from purchasing, much less
reading this tome, it should be re-
quired reading for every PC user.
When accompanied by a book on
hard disk management, you would
have all the information you need
to know about your PC.

The first concept presented in
the book is that of different classes
of PCs. The six classes, run from
the old 8088 and 8086 as Class 1,
to the 386DX, 4865X and 486X
which are part of Class 6. The re-
mainder of the book discusses mem-
ory management in light of the
different classes.

At one time or another, practi-
cally every user has had the experi-
ence of trying to boot up their PC,
only to find that nothing is work-
ing. This book helps in finding the
solutions to such problems. John
meticulously details the develop-
ment of a Safety Boot Diskette by
first establishing the need for such a
diskette, then describes the “Nine
Essential Qualities Your Safety
Boot Diskette Must Have.” I will
waget that most PC users do not
have half of the recommended
items.

[ truly believe that John Good-
man's middle name should be “fun-
damentals.” In his book, he rakes
very complex and difficult concepts
and builds on the fundamentals of

these concepts
by taking
one step
at a time,
thereby
making them
clearly and easily
understood by the
reader. Did you ever
think that memory ad-
dressing that involved
“Segment” and “Offset” was
far above you? Well, John's book
explains it in a simple and straight-
forward manner.

In short, this book will teach you
all about PC memory; what type
can exist in your PC, how much
you need, as well as, how to man-
age it. The details of memory man-
agement, found in chapters 19, 20
and 21, make up the real *meat” of
the book. However, it should be re-
membered that to use this “meat™
effectively, the fundamentals pre-
sented in the first eighteen chapters
must be understood and digested ac-
cordingly.

On the down side-nothing that
I can discern—other than develop-
ing my shoulder muscles whenever
[ lifted the book.

Finally, if somechow I could pass
a law making John's book required
reading for new users before they
were allowed to turn on their new
computers, | would do it. This book
answers all the questions you may
have about memory management
and others that you probably ha-
ven't thought of yet. &

President’s Message
..Continued from Page 2

We've spent a few years exploring
the technology and have become
more discriminating buyers. We
demand more value for our dollar;
more bang for the buck! We ex-
pect manufacturers of software
and hardware to be honest with us
and to provide their products at
fair prices. When there are bugs in
the software we want to be told
about them. In the world of com-
puting no one expects perfect
products, but don't we have a
right to expect the truth about the
products we purchase?

One reason for joining a com-
puter club is to be kept abreast of
what is happening in the industry.
The manufacturers have an obliga-
tion to the many thousands of com-
puter club members across the
country, to be as truthful as possi-
ble about their products. B

JUNE 1992

DNEAMAMC MMM I NAMSE 7




e

N T i . TR A ST

hDC POWER
LAUNCHER

Dennis Crystdl
hDC's POWER LAUNCHER lets you take complete

control over your applications, documents, macros,
scripts, and MicroApps in the Windows environ-
ment. With POWER LAUNCHER you can enter
enhanced commands, up to six different ways: Key-
board Macros, mouse macros, a toolbox, menus, a
run box, and a scheduler. With these choices you
can launch applications, and switch among them.

When using POWER LAUNCHER to launch
applications it's as easy as the click of the mouse. You
choose the taunch command from the POWER
LAUNCHER menu, click on the applications and
documents icon, or you can press Alt-A. Selecting
the file is just as simple; type in the name of the file or
highlight the file and choose OK. When launching
programs you can specify the position of the Window,
the size of the Window, the initial directory, and spec-
ify the caption for the application Window.

One of the many features of POWER LAUNCH-
ER is the ability to give the user a virtual screen pro-
viding as many as 8 by 8 screens in real size. This
feature increases your work space up to 64 times. The
virtual desktop map displays the location of all appli-
cation Windows icons. The Program Scheduler lets
you automatically launch an enhanced command at a
certain time. You can do this two different ways, by
timed events or idle events. Timed events can be ac-
cessed by the Scheduled Events menu, I ran this com-
mand to specify a time to back up the hard drive. Or
you can choose idle events and run a screen saver.

The best thing about POWER LAUNCHER is the
Power Toolbox that allows you to issue enhanced
commands with iconized buttons. You can access the
Toolbox through any application. For instance, you
can assign a command to a button to automatically
call up the SUM feature in Excel.

[ have found this program to be very effective. It
makes up for the things frequently lacking in Win-
dows itself. W

WARLORDS

Willie Metcalf

Warlords is a fantasy strategic war game. It is played by
one to eight Warlords who are all fighting for the con-
trol of llluria. Of the eight Warlords, the ones not con-
trolled by human players are controlled by the computer.

The Warlords are:

1. The Sirians, a group of knights trying to spread
their ideals with a sword.

2. The Storm Giants, a group of giants trying to rid Il
luria of the other punny races.

3. The Grey Dwarves, who only want to eartich them-
selves.

4. The Orcs of Kor, a blood thirsty group of Orcs who
want to rule the world.

5. Elvallie, are elves who believe that only they are fit
to live in Illuria.

6. The Selentines, a cruel empire of humans who will
stop at nothing to spread their rule to new lands.

7. The Horse Lords, a group of wild people who have
the best cavalry.

8. Lord Bane, an evil group, their only goal is to en-
sfave all of [lluria.

The object of the game is to capture all eighty cities;
the only way to do this is by war. There are many troop
types: Light infantry, heavy infantry, giant warriors,
dwarven legions, elven archers, cavalry, wolfriders, na-
vies, pegasi, and griffins. You can get all of these troops
by producing, which is done in all cities. Each city has its
own troop type and the time it takes to train a unit of
troops. Your armies can be moved by themselves or you
can stack up to eight into one group. To select a single
group you click on it, and to select the stack you double
click.

You can also have heroes; they are your champions.
They can search the many mysterious places in [lluria,
find magic items and also meet allies like undead, de-
mons, devils, dragons, and wizards.

There are two ways to win the game. The quickest is if
you have forty cities or more and no one is within fifteen
cities, everyone will surrender. When this happens, the
computer gives you full control so you can look at your
opponents. The other way to win is to possess all of the
cities. l
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The May meeting featured IBM showing OS/2. John
Harcharik, Senior Engineer of IBM, came up from San
Diego to present it to our members. John stated that
DOS will continue for years to come.

IBM/Apple Ailiance will help foster:

* Enterprise for networking

* Power PC

¢+ Multimedia

* Taligent-—Object Oriented computing. (Taligent

is actually IBM-Apple-Motorola alliance.)

Minimum needed to run OS/2:

+ 386SX with 4MB of RAM

* 15-30MB of free space on hard disk—John stated

that once you get to know OS/2 you can delete
unneeded files (such as help) and get down to
15MB.

John tried O5/2 on a computer with only 2MB of
memory; he said he will let us know when it finally
comes up.

IBM has tested OS/2 on many different manufactue-
ers computers to insure its compatibility.

FEATURES INCLUDE:

O%/2 Runs existing software:
* DOS—any version
* Windows 286, 386, 3.0
* O5/2 1.XX and above
¢ New 32 bit OS/2 applications

Extensive memotry support:
* Greater then 620K of real memory at start
* Up to 16MB of extended memory support for
each application
* Up to 32ZMB of expanded memory support for
each application
* Device drivers are loaded high

Graphic installation:

* Choose features to install

* On-line help

* Applications for productivity and games come
with OS/2

* Will migrate preinstalled DOS, Windows, and
0S/2 applications

* Can be installed over a LAN (network)

Run multiple applications concurrently:
* Run virtual DOS machines
* 32 MVDMs (Muitiple virtual DOS machines)
* Protection between MVDMs, including Window
and DOS applications
* Boot specific DOS versions (3.2, 4.0, etc).

NOTES ON OS/2

Terry Currier

Can load multiple configurations in each virtual ma-
chine. This means you can set one window to run with
a setup of files=60, buffers=130 for dBASE while for
WordPerfect change its Window to be files= 30, buff-
ers=20 and load more device drivers. You can have
OS/2 save the configuration so that each time you start
that application it's always the same, or you can play
with the setting to see what would happen if you
changed the setup.

There is improved DOS and Windows usability. You
can use the clipboard between DOS and Windows ap-
plications.

Simple to use iconic drag and drop interface. User
can manipulate files without concern for file directory
hierarchy.

Will it work with Stacker or any of the other disk
compressors? No, not at this time. The reason for this
is that OS/2 uses a super FAT (File Allocation Table)
that allows the user to name a file or subdirectory with
up to 256 characters, including spaces. You can even
give a file, such as a Microsoft Word document, an

icon, and when clicking on it will automatically load
that file into MS Word. &

IBM’S John Harcharik, speaking at the May
OCIPUG General Meeting.
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Originaily I had planned to con-
tinue with the discussion of the user
interface. However, I've decided to
sidetrack for a month to discuss set-
ting up dual-monitor debugging.
First, we will discuss why you would
want to set up a second monitor. |
will then relate my experience in
setting up a second monitor. Fi-
nally, we will touch upen what re-
mote debugging is and how it
compares to dual monitor debug-
ging.

Dual-monitor debugging is sim-
ply debugging using two monitors
on the same machine. In a proper
development environment a sec-
ond monitoer is highly useful. It al-
lows you to see the program
running on one monitor while you
look at the debugging data on the
other monitor. In the case of Win-
dows debugging you can't easily
switch between seeing the program
running and seeing the debugging
screen. Thus a second monitor is
even more useful here. In order for
this to work, you need a debugger
that supports dual-maonitor debug-
ging. Most of the popular debug-
gers, Turbo Debugger and
Codeview for example, support it.
You simply start the program with
a special parameter telling it to run
in dual monitor mode. The debug-
ger display will then appear on your
secondary monitor. The primary
monitor will display the output of
any programs you run from the de-
bugger.

Wendy Sarrett

Setting up a second moni-
tor is relatively cheap. You
need a monochrome monitor
and a monochrome video
card. A monochrome setup is
used for two reasons, 1) it's
cheap, and 2) your VGA card
probably doesn’t support another
VGA setup in your system (mine
doesn’t). In terms of price, you can
purchase a monochrome card for
$10-40. A monitor can be pur-
chased for roughly $50-$100.

When [ set up my monitor [ ran
into a few glitches. We (my friend and
I) put in the first card and hooked up
the monitor (both were borrowed from
the same friend) and the monitor
failed to sync properly. We concluded
that the card was either not properly
setup ot not working. Since we did not
have any documentation on the card,
[ decided to buy my own card. We
configured the new card according to
the documentation provided and in-
stalled it. (When I say configured, it's
like any other card, a few jumpers
need to be moved around prior to in-
stallation.) With the monitor now
synced, we got a blinking screen with
black bands. This is indicative of a
monochrome monitor petting CGA or
VGA signals. This took a bit of debug-
ging. We tried configuring the ROM
BIOS setup. However, this only lets
you specify the primary monitor, thus,
setting it to monochrome led to a

BIOS error. The next step

was to try moving a jumper

Introduction To
Programming

do this, we rernoved the VGA card
and configured the monochrome
monitor as the ptimary monitor. This
test confirmed that the monitor and
card were both good. It was then back
to the documentation. Finally, in the
documentation for my VGA card we
found that in order to use this card
with a second monitor, the VGA card
must be placed in an 8-bit slot—in ef-
fect, changing it from a 16-bit to an 8-
bit card. Once we did this the monitor
operated properly. Note that | have an
older VGA card. It is very likely that
you will not have to move your VGA
card in order to get your monochrome
set-up to work. However, as with any
hardware upgrade work, when you go
to install your card, have the documen-
tation of the VGA card, the new card,
the motherboard and the BIOS (if pos-
sible) available. These manuals should
document all the BIOS and jumper
settings and any special quirks involv-
ing two monitors.

Note that dual monitor debug-
ging is not remote debugging. Re-
mote debugging consists of having
the debugger run the program on a
different machine from which the
debugger itself is running. To para-
phrase Tom Swan in his book, Mas-
tering Turbo Debugger, pp 447-448,

Continued on Page 13

on my motherboard. This had
absolutely no effect. The next
step was to double check the
settings on the monochrome
card. They appeared correct.
Our next task was to deter-
mine if the monitor and card
were operating properly. To

PAGE 10 | README.DOC
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What we've all been waiting for...our AUCTION. First,
Steve Gibson will give a talk (always interesting) and
then he will be the Auctioneer. The proceeds of the Auc-
tion will help replenish our treasury. After the Auction
we will disperse to the Literature and Language Building
classrooms to see different companies show their prod-
ucts. Each company will be allowed a 40 minute session,
which means each member will be able to see three differ-
ent programs. This will probably run until about 12:20
p.m.

The following programs will be demonstrated:

Executive Systems - Xtree and Virusafe

Gold Disk - Professional Draw and Animation Works

Lotus - Ami Pro

Microsoft - Visional Basic Programming

Prodigy - Prodigy

Symantec - Norton Utilities

WordPerfect - WordPerfect for Windows

We can use about 12 people to help setup and run
this meeting, if you can help give me a call, or show up
about 8 a.m. and volunteer.

RAFFLE WILL BE HELD AT 10:00 A.M.
EVERYONE please check in at the front lobby to get a
raffle ticket. There will be two (2) labels this time, so be
sure to take both. We print up two when a company
wants the raffle to be open to everyone. This way it is,
but members get two tickets, while visitors get only one.

Membership has its benefits.

JUNE GENERAL MEETING

Terry Currier

This is expected to be a large gathering, so if you
can, get there early. Here is a listing of some of the

products to be auctioned off:

Borland
{Juattro Pro 4.0
dBASE IV
Object Vision
Broderbund
Wolf Pack
Prince of Persia
SimAnt
Patton Strikes Back
Print Shop
Executive Systems
Xtree
Gold Disk
Professional Draw
Lotus
Ami Pro

Microsoft

Will be donating
products to the auction.
Gibson Research

SpinRite
Golden Lee Books
Will be donating
books to the auction.
Symantec
Q&A
Norton Ultilities
WordPerfect
WordPerfect for
Windows

COMING IN JULY

The July meeting will feature David DeJean, Editor
for Ziff-Net, Qualitas (386 to the Max), and John
Goodman will educate us about his new book on
memory, Memory Management for All of Us.

The Program Committee will meet at the SIG
space at 3:30 p.m. after the meeting.
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Herb Huey

OS WARS

[t seems like the war between
Windows 3.1 and OS/2 2.0 has cre-
ated an unforeseen shortage of 3.5"
floppies. Sales of both OSs are very
good since their introduction at the
last Comdex. Now what is the rea-
son for this shortfall in floppies?
Windows 3.1 requires 7 floppies
and MS-DOS 5.0 requires 2 flop-
pies while O5/2 2.0 requires a stag-
gering 22 floppies! As software
applications increase in size, the ad-
ditional capacity of 3.5" floppies be-
comes a necessity to software
suppliers, in order to save
money and time packaging
and distributing their wares.
Floppy suppliers such as Max-
ell, are unwilling to commit the
additional resources or facilities
for increasing floppy manufac-
ture in this time of recession.
Industry analysts estimate
that the floppy shortage
will continue until next year.

08/2 2.0 sales have been
doing better than most industry
experts expected, while Windows §
3.1 sales have not quite matched
the early success of Windows 3.0. §
[s it time for Microsoft to panic? If
Microsoft is counting on Windows
3.1 to outsell the 7 million copies of
Windows 3.0 the answer is yes! [t's
hard to imagine that a panic might
occur at Microsoft because Win-
dows 3.1 only sells 3 million copies.
Just imagine poor Bill Gates’ net
worth might not reach 10 billion
before the end of this year.

What can Microsoft do to
counter O5/2 2.0? The answer is to
offer as much of OS/2's capabilities
prior to the release of Windows
NT. Though Microsoft is still stick-
ing to a projected release of Win-
dows NT before the end of 1992,
most industry observers believe
that it will most likely occur to-
wards the end of 1993. The first
broad beta test of Windows NT will
probably start in July, coinciding
with the Windows Developers Con-
ference. Many developers planning

_ toattend this conference expect to

receive their beta copies of
NT on CD-ROM, but this
appears to be unlikely.
How can Microsoft
offer most of OS/2's 32-
bit capabilities? The
answer is Windows
NT/Lite, which would
'a| be astripped ver-
sion of Windows

NT, designed
specifically to

take advantage
of 386/486/586
capabilities.
Such a version
would also
require help from a new version of
MS-DOS (MS-DOS 6.0 1) which
could be bundled with Windows
NT/Lite. This would be one soft-
ware product, not two, filling an
early promise from Bill Gates that
Windows NT will do away with MS-
DOS. Originally, Microsoft
planned the introduction of Win-

dows NT/LITE to occur well into

1993 after the introduction of Win-
dows NT but perhaps Microsoft
will have to step up their timetable,
like maybe for the next fall COM-
DEX? Wouldn't that be ironic?
One year after the introduction of
Windows 3.1.

Despite the apparent success of
085/2 2.0, it is not making it into
the regular retail channels. Mi-
crosoft is splashing the media prais-
ing the virtues of Windows, but
when have you seen a TV commer-
cial about OS/2? IBM has limited
themselves to a mail-in campaign
for OS/2 2.0 in selected computer
magazines. Have you seen O8/2 2.0
for sale at CompUSA, Egghead,
Computer City or Garden of Eden?
8/2 is not going to sell by itself or
by word of mouth, IBM will need to
use every means to praise the vir-
tues of their 32- bit OS. The fault
lies with IBM's National Distribu-
tion Division (NDD) for their poor
marketing strategy, not the Per-
sonal Systems Division who actu-
ally wrote O8/2 2.0. Chairman
John Akers has pledged that IBM
will turn into more of an en-
trepreneutial company. [ think [ see
a very good place to start.

SOME WINDOWS TIPS
AND HINTS

I have experimented with disk
caches to find out which works best
with Windows 3.1. The old Smart-
Drive that came with MS.DOS 5.0
doesn't run very well with Win-
dows 3.1. Installing the new version
that comes with Windows 3.1 does
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- 08/2 '2ND SAT
SIG Leader: Dave Lorenzini 714/496-3050
Designated Guru:  Steve Schiffman 714/531-0376

Come learn about what OS/2 is all about and what this new

opetating system can do for you, Come leamn about OS2 -

'2.0. At the July meeting Steve Schiffman will discuss
082 with Super VGA monitors, backing .INI files and
workplace shell settmgs and using multiple printers.

" PERSONAL FINANCE 4TH TUE
. 8IG Leader: Max Lockic 714/644-0103

This SIG discusses the various financial packages for the -
- PC. At the July meeting we will do the first half of a
dxscussmn on Qulcken for Windows.

PROGRAMMING 2ND SAT
SIG Leader:. Wendy Sarrett 714/733.9906

This SIG covers various aspects of programming and
programming languages. At the July meeting we will

" discuss spontaneous assembly, assembly language

. -routines that you can add to C or assembly programs.

'REAL ESTATE

2ND SAT
Contact Person: Jim Dickerson 714/536-8444
Contact Person: Tom Sutro 714/754-7045

. Jointly sponsored by OCIPUG and several local Boards of
- Realtors, this is one of our largest SIGs. Check the HOT-
" LINE for July's topic. Meets from 8 to 10 AM,

" “Beach Pacific Escrow, 16401 Gothard St (NW comer Gothard
& Hell) Hunungton Beach.

S_P_READSHEET
" SIG Leader:

T_his"group covers popular spreadsheet programs, including
Microsoft Excel, Lotus 1-2-3 & Quattro Pro and shareware -

products, for both beginners and advanced users. Check
the HOT-LINE for July's topic.

ST TUE

Neil Carman

WINDOWS3.1 3RD WED
SIG Leader: Richard Villa 714/841.6991
Asst. SIG Leader: Steve Burnside 714/722-0327

This SIG covers the Microsoft Windows 3.1 Operating System
- and with discussions on various related hardware and
software products running under Windows 3.1. At the July
meeting we will look at the latest shareware packages
available for Windows 3.1 and discuss various tips and
tricks! '

| Contact Person:

714/964-1901

WINDOWS DRAWING 3RD THU
SIG Leader: 714/722.0327
This SIG will cover intermediate and advanced topics
relating to Cored DRAW! and other drawing packages. At
the July meeting we will lock at the new release of
Adobe llustrator 4.0, and topics on Corel DRAW!.

Please come wu:h your questions. Meeting starts at 6:30
PM. :

So. Cal. Graphlcs Resource Center, 38 Corporate Park,
[rvine - Near ]amboree & Alton Pkwy. -

Steve Burnside

2ND MON

WORD
SIG Leader (Word for Windows):
‘ N Michael Muller 714/650-4041
SIG Leader (Word 5.5):
- Dave Lorenzini 714/496-3050

Both Microsoft Word for Windows and Microsoft Word 5.5
are powerful and popular word processing packages. Note
the Word SIG covers Word 5.5 (DOS text & graphics)
AND Word for Windows 2.0. In June, at the Word for
Winidows 2.0 (Latest version 2.0A) session: (1) Head
start yourself by pursuing WinWord's User's Guide '
Chapter 12 & we'll show you how to master the skill of
changing formatting special characters, text, ete. At the
Word 5.5 (DOS) session: Inserting glossary (boilerplate)
text using the end & replace commands. '

1ST MON

WORDPERFECT
SIG Leader: Susan Novak 310/594-4144
W-310/491.3081

Jeff Sinn -~ 114/775-2390
Come and learn about this popular word processing
package. At the July meeting we will learn how to use
WordPerfect's graphics features. NOTE NEW
MEETING DATE.

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS ;|

BBS (14.4K HAYES)
843-9248 & 843-0388
BBS (14.4K US Robotics)
843-9767 & 843-9678

Hot-line- For latest information - 843-2048
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give a very noticeable lift to Win-
dows performance. I have the
PCQwik disk cache and I thought
I'd give it a try also, even though
Microsoft tries to discourage the
use of third party disk caches. Sur-
prise! PCQwik gives an additional
boost to Windows performance
over the new version of Smart-
Drive. If you have PCQuwik or
some other third party cache, give
it a try. [t just may outperform
SmartDrive.

Have you tried to run multiple
DOS sessions under Windows?
Many Windows users complain
about poor DOS session perform-
ance. Under Windows 386 en-
hanced mode, try setting different
priorities and memory settings for
your DOS sessions. For faster key-
board response, alter the PIF set-
tings so that this process is the
exclusive application, and lower
the time slice setting in System.INI
file. Try typing commands under
the DOS prompt within one Win-
dow in the foreground, and run-
ning AutoCad under a second
Window, routing a whole subdirec-
tory of file names to your laser
printer from a third Window, and
downioading from the CCIPUG
Bulletin Board under a fourth Win-
dow in the background.

Windows experts have access to
a new configuration tool that al-
lows the Windows user to custom-
ize more than 100 parameters of
Win.INI and System.INI. Systems
Engineer, designed hy the Win-
dows User Group Network
(WUGNET) of Media, PA, allows
modification of your Window con-
figuration data via dialog boxes
from the INI Editor tool. Place
your cursor on the specific parame-
ter and you even get on-screen con-
text sensitive help. An audit
system is also included to keep
track of all your changes for revi-
sion/reversion control, It is just $79

from WUGNET (215) 565-1861.
CLOSING OUT

I've come across an interesting
game for all you ecology fans. It's

called EcoQuest, The Search For
Cetus by Sierra On-Line Games.
This adventure style game, with an
ecological twist, involves young
Adam, his dolphin friend Del-

phineus, their efforts to save the

fish world of Eulria, and their

search for King Cetus. The graph-
ics are superb and will provide
hours of entertainment for adults
and kids as young as seven.

I just received my free copy of
Microsoft's Fortran QuickWin
Graphics Library extensions {that's
right— a freebie from Microsoft!).
Using the QuickWin Graphics run-
time library will allow the Fortran
user to compile MS-DOS graphics
programs into simple Microsoft
Windows graphics applications and
manipulate these applications just
like any Windows applications. [
haven't started using QuickWin
but if you are one of the few Mi-
crosoft Fortran version 5.1 users
out there, and haven't gotten this
rare freebie, give Microsoft a call.
The Microsoft Sales and Support
Service is (800} 426-9400.

One reason | haven't started us-
ing MS Fortran QuickWin is that [
have so little hard disk space to in-
stall QuickWin. I have been fight-
ing the hard disk space blues since
the beginning of the year but the
prices of hard disk drives, especially
the over 200 MB variety, have
gone up and remain in short sup-
ply. It looks like prices won’t be go-
ing down soon so | guess I'l] have
to bite the bullet. I'll be at the May
ACP Swap Meet looking to buy a
200 MB drive. See you there! B

Introduction to Programming
...Continued from Page 10

Havyden Books 1990, remote de-
bugging has the following advan-
tages above and beyond dual
monitor debugging:

1. The target program’s input
comes from the remote systems in-
put devices. These peripheral de-
vices are isolated from those on the
host (debugging) machine. This
avoids any possible conflicts.

2. Programs that are large may
not fit in RAM when the debugger
is running. When you use a remote
system, you have access to almost
all of its memory {20k is used by
turbo debugger).

3. If the target program goes
nuts, it will not crash the debugger.
At worst it will crash only the re-
mote system.

4. If you are working on a pro-
gram that is possibly risky (does un-
usual disk access, etc.), a remote
system will protect your develop-
ment machine. If the program does
something wrong, only the remote
machine’s disk {or other device for
that matter) will be effected.

As you can tell, most developers
would not need a remote debug-
ging setup. This is mainly valuable
for those people developing sys-
tems software and very memory in-
tensive programs. Indeed, for
systems software development |
would say that this is critical!

In this article we have discussed
dual monitor debugging, setting up
a second monitor, and touched
upon what remote debugging is. A
good reference on debugging, espe-
cially for those of you using Turbo
Debugger, is Tom Swan's Mastering
Turbo Debugger Note that this
book is a bit out of date as it does
not cover Windows debugging (I'm
hoping he comes out with a second
addition in the near future), how-
ever, it covers all other aspects of
the Borland product. Next month
we will get back to our user intet-
face. M
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WORD FOR WINDOWS 2.0

I've used DOS based word proces-
sors for several years now and
even though I've been intrigued by
the attraction of Windows word
processors for some time, I've
never made the move to that plat-
form. The disk space require-
ments, slow speed, and frequent
error messages of Windows 3.0, al-
ways held me back when 1 consid-
ered purchasing it. With the
release of Windows 3.1 the prob-
lems concerning speed and stabil-
ity were largely improved, so [
began to consider getting a Win-
dows word processor once again.
When a copy of Word For Win-
dows was mage' aval
view, I decided to sz
curiosity.

program took up 15 megs of
disk space. While on the way
home, ] wondered t¢ ayself why
Windows programs took up
much disk spate. After_opening

£

everything,
sink.
Included with the'word
sor is a graphics draw progr
chart maker,an equaki

select text or graphics and move it
using a mouse (you don't have to
use the cut and paste commands);
object linking and embedding,
which allows compliant programs
to share the same data; and a cus-
tomizable Tool Bar with push but-
ton controls that allows you to
perform tasks with a single mouse
click.

The installed program gave me

William Domingo

a choice of a complete installation
requiring 15 megs, a minimum in-
stallation requiring 4 megs, or a
custom installation, using megs
anywhere between the two. In or-
der to evaluate the entire program,
I chose the complete installation.
Install asked me if | wanted to in-
stall WordPerfect command keys
or Word keys. I chose the Word
keys. It then asked me permission
to add Winword to the path in my
AUTOEXEC.BAT file and install
the Share utility, explaining [

in order to link multiple dat:
The installation was’
imate

ns between
.Qur SIG lea

emove it from

p umns and pages;
adding a table of contents; working
with pictures; proofing your docu-
ment using the spelling checker,
grammar checker, and thesaurus;
and finally, how to print your docu-
ment and using print merge.

After every demonstration is a
practice session in which you per-
form the tasks just described. You
can do it on your own in which
case you are admonished by Word

each time you make a mistake, or
you can click a button called
“show steps” which gives a list of
each action to petform in se-
quence.

I would recommend that any-
one not expert with Word for Win-
dows go through these tutorials.
After viewing it on screen [ was
able to better understand numer-
ous items 1 was not completely
clear about by reading the manual.

Word for Windows also has ex-
tensive help capability. There's
help on using help. Context-
g ailable by press-

on anything
ore about.
for whatever

see when
indows docu-
enu bar,

and status

way when T'es y display 10
point Times Romari‘and didn't
know why. I learned later it was be-
cause 1 had no printer driver in-
stalled. | went back into Windows
and installed the HP Laser Jet
printer driver. When | returned to
Word all the fonts on my machine
were available to use in my docu-
ment. For those into macros,
Word for Windows has a macro re-
corder to generate Macros

Continued on Page 15...
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Quicken for Windows

Wendy Sarreit

Quicken for Windows is the Win-
dows version of the popular finan-
cial management program. Since
getting the evaluation copy a
month ago | have been keeping
track of all my finances using this
program. While there are some im-
provements that can be made, it
seems to do it’s intended job well.
Like the DOS version, it is quite
complete. [t can keep track of your
bank accounts, your stocks, credit
cards, etc. You can also budget
your finances, and set up any cate-
gory of income or expense. [t can
also keep track of miscellaneous ac-
counts of all sorts. This was critical
for me as I tend allocate money to
various accounts. For example, T al-
locate money from my bank ac-
count to an accrued credit card
account whenever I use plastic. In
all these basic financial func-
tions it performed admirably.
You can classify expenses, and
move money between accounts
with a few keystrokes. With a
few more key strokes you can
see your cash flow and get other
reports. Your checkbook can
also be balanced fairly easy. [t
has all the bells and whistles
you'd expect, dial up bill pay-
ment, reminders, etc.
As with the DOS version,
the metaphor used is the check-
book. This is in contrast to the
double entry booking metaphor
used by other financial programs
such as TreeBased. One limita-
tion of the checkbook ledger is
that it only has one category
field. This means that when you
transfer funds between accounts
you can't classify the expense at
the same time. Separating trans-
fer accounts from expensefin-
come classification would be an
improvement here. Quicken’s
manual claims that data is saved

as you go. However, in one in-
stance when [ saved transactions,
and subsequently had a problem
that required rebooting, these trans-
actions were not saved. | never had
a problem with saving data when |
exited the program correctly.

[ do have a gripe about the but-
ton bars. Unlike other windows pro-
grams with such icons, it does not
give help on these buttons by just
clicking on them. Finally, they
could be a tiny bit larger.

In conclusion, In spite of some
of its limitations, | would recom-
mend this program. [t seems a sim-
ple way to keep up your financial
records. M

Word for Windows
...Continued from Page 14

on the fly, and an extensive macro
language Microsoft calls Word Ba-
sic, to create them from scratch.
For faster access to your macros
you can give them shortcut key
combinations and/or assign them
to pull down menus, or as buttons
on the tool bar.

What do [ think of Word for
Windows? [ like it. The screen ap-
pearance is so much better than
with DOS programs. And all the
push button controls make learn-
ing to use it much faster. You still
need time to learn how to use
these buttons and menus, but it's a
lot easier than trying to memorize
a lot of random key board combina-
tions.

Unfortunately the hardware re-
guirements to run WinWord are
rather steep. Supposedly, the mini-
mum is a computer with a 286
CPU, 2MB of ram, and a 30MB
hard drive. | have a 3865X with
3MB of ram and a 44MB hard
drive. When I tried to open a sec-
ond document without closing the
first, (you're supposed to be able o
run up to nine at once), [ could
not work on them both to cut and
paste between them, and so forth,
because Windows swapped the
first one to disk, claiming [ had in-
sufficient memory to run them
both. Obvicusly, 'm going to have
to keep my DOS word processors
to use on my X1 Laptop while on
the road. But on my desktop com-
puter I'am going to standardize on
the Windows environment.

Now, let's see. After I buy more
ram and a bigger hard disk, and if
the price of 486s keeps going
down... B

HINE 4002
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PRODUCT REVIEW

MICROSOFT PUBLISHER

Microsoft recently introduced a col-
lection of programs called their So-
lution Series, which includes
Microsoft Money, Microsoft
Works, and Publisher. These pro-
grams are low price alternatives to
the more full-featured Microsoft
products available and to the many
competitive programs on the mar-
ket.

PUBLISHER is a page layout pro-
gram with many of the features that
high-end programs, like Aldus Page-
maker and Ventura Publisher, have
and list for $795. With a price of
only $199 list, you quickly find out
which features Microsoft has sacri-
ficed in order to bring a product in
at this price point. The main compe-
tition though, is some of the better
word processors on the market,
such as Ami Pro and Microsoft
Word for Windows. Let me com-
ment on these choices later.

This product is ideal for those
who have an occasional small news-
letter to publish, without a lot of
graphics, and needing something
fairly simple to learn. Like other
desktop publishers, text and graph-
ics are placed within the document
inside frames. This allows for sizing
and movement later to get the best
possible layout in the final product.
Text ¢can be wrapped around ob-
jects for a more professional looking
document. A spell checker and hy-
phenation utility is included with
the product to simplify use.

A small library of clipart is in-
cluded along with the ability to im-
port 13 standard image formats and
8 text formats. This makes it easy to
compose text in your favorite word
processor and then import it to
PUBLISHER. This also opens a
wide range of images from other
sources, and scanned images that
can be used within PUBLISHER.

The best feature that I found in

Steven Dela

the program was what Microsoft
calls Page Wizards. These are a se-
ries of small self-guided steps that
walk you through the creation of
various documents. For instance,
you want to create a newsletter. A
series of questions are asked, your
responses typed in, and at the end
of the routine, a base template is
available for use. (Questions asked
concern the number of columns
needed, title layout, graphics to be
used, and the general style you
would like. This can be previewed
before selection is finalized.

The sample or templates in-
cluded with the program are
enough to get you started. Using or
modifying some of the samples can
yield some nice looking documents.
There are examples of newsletters,
calendars, invitations, business
cards, advertisements, and special
occasions announcements. This is
the one strong suit that PUBLISH-
ER offers the novice user.

Now that we know what this
product can do, let me describe
what I found to be the major draw-
backs. First, Microsoft has chosen
to use terminology for many of their
features that are not industry stand-
ard. They have created a new sub-
culture for their product only. This
causes much confusion for people
either trying to learn desktop pub-
lishing or those already familiar
with the craft. In some instances,
they have not even followed their
own convention for keyboard con-
trol sequences.

Second, | found the print quality
to be very poor using the bit
mapped fonts for the HP Laser]et
I11, even at 300 dots per inch resolu-
tion. In some cases it may be neces-
sary to step down to 150 dpi
because of a lack of printer mem-
ory. This resolution is totally unac-
ceptable. The only decent output |

found was by using Postscript mode.
The text was clean and the graphics
were of good resolution, but noth-
ing compared to full desktop pub-
lishing or presentation package
capabilities.

Since this product runs under
Windows, you have access to any of
the fonts listed within the Windows
library. Of course, your printer must
support these fonts in order to be
chosen from the library. Font sizing
was only available at preset values
with PUBLISHER.

If simple page layout is needed
and you don’t want to spend a lot
of time or money on desktop pub-
lishing software, then Microsoft
PUBLISHER may be the answer. |
propose a better solution. Choose
one of the better word processors
on the market like Microsoft Word
for Windows or Ami Pro. This will
allow for many of the features that
you need for layout, without getting
into a full desktop publishing pack-
age. Granted, it will probably take
longer to create a document, but it
will look better and print out better
than PUBLISHER. With upgrade
prices for Word for Windows at
$129 and Ami Pro at $99, you
spend about the same as for PUB-
LISHER, but get many more fea-
tures. W
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The members listed below have
generously offered to serve as resources
for other members in need of assistance with
specific hardware or software problems. They are
there for you, but please bear a few things in mind:

1) The times listed are when these volunteers are available to
assist you. PLEASE respect their times by limiting your calls to
the hours indicated.

2) Your questions should be specific and reasonably brief,
Consult your manual, tech support, etc., FIRST, so as not to take
up their time needlessly.

3) All of our volunteers have expertise in the areas shown,
burt nobody knows everything, so be understanding by not expect-
ing them to know everything.

4) This service is free, and available to our members only.
Qur volunteers are not doing this for personal gain, but as a serv-
ice tobenefit their fellow PC users, thereby making OCIPUG a
stronger organization.

Abraxas

Kevin Post ciniecee e AQYEMNE s 9090485

AccPac Plus

Donna Fulmizi...

Lia Vamer .. e 8 B0 PUTL e

Christian Malm CPA ................ %am.-9 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ..o 9665330

coBameBpm .. 3488491
(310) 987-0632

Ami Profassional

Mark Burrell oo
Richard Sinet ..o vrnnn v
Basic

Herb Huey...ococveiirecrvrnriione e 6:30 pomes 10 pomucneea . 525-1608
CE&C++

Wendy Sarretto e

Fam.-12 noon ..vveeinnnn 177-2130
6 p.m.-10 pm. i 97041323

7 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends .......ccoooeinvnn.. 733-9906

Champion Business Systems

Kevin Post ..ooooiee e vrs e semrenn s ANYUME v i s 9699499

Claron

Mark Burrell..... .o

CoreiDrow

John Goodman .....ee v veerrencrinecnne

Steve Burnside ...

dBase IV

Preston Hill ...ococceeincnricceee. 9 @29 Pl . 8921291
{Control Center}

dBase Progromming

Tom Toner ...ocmeremenerceres $0 8.M8 pame 5379175

Disk & Memory Managament

Harv Haight ...ocooocimncrorvrsnnene @ put= 1 L poti ... 546-0820

Mike Wierman .....ccoeeve e pm.-9:30 pom. M-F

Anytime Wkends ......................894-4040

9 am.-12 noon e veecieeceeeenn 1 172130

12 noon-12 midnight ................895-3195
11 a.m.-8:30 p-m v 1220327

DOS
Harv Haight ..o, 9pm.-l1 pm. . 346-0820
Herb Huey ..o 6:30 pomi- 10 puml s 3251608
John Goodman ....cocvimiermnencnce. 12 noon-12 midnight ................895-3195
David Black....cccccocmncccinnecn 3 pme-8 pane M-F

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Wkends............. 830-9203
Excel
Herb Huey..m e, 830 pomia 10 pom i 525- 1608
Mark Burrell.. 09 8.ML-12 NOOT v 777-2130
Forftran
Herb Huey. oo omereereeioreeeenn 830 pame= 10 pome ceiscisenenn . 5251608
Gensalogy
Stan Sabin v 3 pmL-9 pom M-Fnnnen . 968-7307
Preston Hill oo @ 0009 Pl e ceveisrnerecneennn 89221291

]

HP 95 LX Palm Top
Don Laflerty . ceeececeeaes. ADYHME cocveevevevivcrnne e 663 T 269
Hardware
John Goodman 12 noon-12 midnight ... 895-3195
Harv Haight....... e G pame L Pt . 3460820
Mike Wierman......ccoecrererrrnennn & p.m.=9:30 p.m, M-F

Anytime Wkends ...ccvvurvnnernr. . 894-4040
David Black..oveoreeeecev e 3 pom -8 pon. MLF

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Wkends...............830.9203

Lans

Mike Wierman......cicciivninn 6 pom-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends...........c......... 8944040
Lotus 1-2-3

Lia Vamer ... coeccecrrccrnnninninnee 8 2.M0-0 Pl cccceivece (310) 9870632
Herb Huey...cnreinrimvvrrvrmnnennnns $:30 pmi- 10 pomie e 5251608
MAS 90

Christian Malm, CPA........c.cc.c... 9 a.m.-9 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ... 966.53 39
Off-Line Mall Reader

Steve Bumnside ..ovniniciinnns
PCTools

Preston Hill cereviee e 9 a.me-9 pomie . 8921291
{PCShell)

PAF

Preston Hilk oo Fama-9 pome e . 892412691
Stan Sabin......crennionn 3 pma-9 pom. M F.....................968—?307
PAF Disk Doctor

Ted Carpenter ..o.vevocvecverecencnn,
Perform

Richard Sinor...voiecviecnenene 6 pm-10 pom. e 970-1 323
Q%A

Mark Burrell e
Terry Curtier e,

11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. oo 7220327

Gam.-l2 nooen....ceieeeiieenes 756-9346

Q a.m.12 NooN .o T 7-2130
8 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
7:30 pom-9 pom i 77422018

Quatiro Pro
Preston Hill ..o @ -9 Pl e, 8921291
Mark Burrell.ovvr e @ pomie12 pame e 707-2130
&uicken
Preston Hill. . verensinvresmsenrenns @ 80M @ Pl i 8921291
Ron Ross .o seeenssserenens 8 pma-10 pom. MEFoinnnn. 964-5137
Anytime Wkends
Quickpay
Ron Ress vocevieivevccveevveneeene 8 poma-10 pom M-F o 964.5137
Anytime Wkends
Stacker
Harv Haight .o  poi < LE pom . 546-0820
Ventura Publisher
John Goodman ...,
Windows
David Black....ccecoeeiee i 3 poi-8 pom. M-F
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Wkends...............830-9203
6-9:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ..c.ooovvienneen.. 894-4040
Steve Burnside v H amu8:30 pame e 7220327
Darren Major.... .8 am.-2 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ...oooeveeinne. 646-6904

12 noon-12 midnight .....cooecueee 895.3195

Mike Wierman .....cccooeiicncieens

Word

John Goodman ..
WordPerfect Produc ls
Susan Novak ..o.enimreeevinninnns
WordPerfect

Mark Barrello v occecereceeeeen 9 0112 OO e T 7-2130
Preston Hill........ w9 am.-9pm. peerereneennnnen - §92-1291
Mike Wierman.......ocececncenee & pomi-9:30 p.m. M F

Anytime Wkends .ooocnneene.. 894-4040
10 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F v 968-0924
3-8 p.m. M-F o, (3[0) 594-4144

... 12 noon-12 midnight...............895-3195

5.8 Pttt MeF oo (310} 594-4144

Linda Leydekkers. ..o
Susan Novak..iinn,
XTroe

Richard Sinor.....cowemenrenne 8 P10 pul e ceeernnneccn . 970-1323

{Editor's note: If you would like to be listed here as a volunteer to help with
any PC-related subject please give me a call ar 644- 1017 or leave a message on
the BBS. We need volunteers in many more software and hardware areas. The
suceess of this program depends on your help. Jean Stevens) B

HINIE 4009
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Batch File Basics

Michael Springer

Eureka! | found one of my batch files that uses the
SHIFT command. The file is not on any of my hard
drives, so the text search I used while preparing last
month's article failed to find “SHIFT” in any of the
batch files. Last week I did some major hard drive ma-
nipulations and used my SpinRite “clean-boot” disk-
ette. A batch file on that disk simplifies using SpinRite
on multiple partitions and uses SHIFT to da it! | think
there might be some benefit from examining the tech-
niques used in the file. Instead of running SpinRite, we

will run CHKDSK.
SITUATION

I have an executable program that needs a command
line parameter each time that it is executed. [ can type
the name of the program and the requited data to cause
the program to start running. Since it takes some time
to work, I can go do something else, checking occasion-
ally to see if it is done. Eventually, [ can run the pro-
gram again using different data. This may or may not be
OK. Assume that the program takes two hours. ['m not
very excited about the prospect of having to get up at 2
a.m. and again at 4 a.m. to make the program run three
times between midnight and 7 a.m.

[ need a way to provide at midnight the sets of data
for each run of the program and to have the computer
automatically run the program once for each set. By 7
a.m., the computer will be ready for its normal daytime
work since the maintenance activity will be completed
during the very early hours of the morning {while | am
sleeping).

::BYTAVAIL.bat uses RUNCHK.BAT
t:last revised 6-06-92

=/?1 goto :HELP '
if %1l!==?! goto :HELP

if NOT %l!==! goto :MARIN
rem goto :HELF
:HELP
echo.

SOLUTION

A batch file—of course. The solution is a batch file
that 1) accepts data, 2} analyzes the data for validity, 3)
feeds data to the program and 4) reruns the program un-
til all the data have been used. In this case, there will be
two batch files. The first file will coordinate the overall
activity. The second file will actually do some DOS
things and run the program. The second file is “nested”
within the first file; look up nesting in your DOS books.

BYTAVAILBAT and RUNCHK.BAT show the
principles. One can have the computer report the avail-
able disk space on several drives with a single com-
mand. For example,

BYTAVAIL d: c: e:

will produce three sets of output reporting the available
disk space on drives D:, C:, and E:, in that order. This
seems like a ridiculous thing to do, and it is when the
process (tunning CHKDSK) is relatively short. The im-
plications become significant for a process that takes a
long time {perhaps defragmenting a disk or running a
program like SpinRite).

The listings of BYTAVAIL.BAT and
RUNCHK.BAT follow. Create these files and run them.
See if you can determine what every line in them does.
You may have to reach way back in this series of batch
file articles or into your DOS reference books. [t will be
good for you. Next time we will analyze what these files

do.

echo BYTAVAIL reports the amount of avallable

echo disk space on each drive specified.
echo.

echo Example use: bytavail a: c:
echo.

goto :END

:MAIN
set drl=%1
set dr2=%2
set dr3=%3
set dri=%4
set dr5=%5
set dr6=%6
rem goto :VALIDCHK
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:VALIDCHK
shift
if %0!==! goto :RUNIT
for %%z in {(a: b: c: d: e: f: A: B: C: D: E: F:) do if %%z!==%0! goto :VALIDCHK
goto :DRIVERR
tRUNIT
echo.
for %%x in (%drl% %dr2% %dr3s %drd% %dr5% %dré%) do command /c runchk %%x
echo.
goto :END

t10seesmsees ERROR MESSAGES ---------

:DRIVERR
echo,
echo The drive(s) specified were—-- %drl% %dr2% %dr3% %dr4% %dr3% %dreéi
echo You have supplied at least one INVALID drive name.

echo.

goto :HELP
t1eeeveemreree END ROUTINE -rrmeecnves
:END

for %%w in (drl dr2z dr3 drd dr5 dré) do set %%w=

: :RUNCHK.BAT used by BYTAVAIL.BAT
+:last revised 6-06-92

echo CHKDSK reports
chkdsk %1 | find "bytes avail”
echo on drive %1
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WordPerfect GeoWorks - APRIL

i Jeff Sinn Dick Goodman
At the May SIG, Keith Lue, club member and local Thitty-five people attended the April '92 GeoWorks
WordPerfect representative, announced an interim re- SIG meeting which began at 7:00 pm. Random Access
lease of WordPerfect for Windows 5.1. As is standard at 7:15 p.m.
with WP, this interim release will not change the ver- Bob started by discussing screen swapping (re-

sion number (5.1), but will be identified only by its date member to save though). GeoWorks actually keeps
(4/30/92), and will correct the display and printing bugs track of 3 copies of your current work or parts of it.

of the original release. In addition, it has been opti- One is in a buffer that contains just the changes you

mized for Windows 3.1 and has some major new fea- made to your work since the last direct save opera-

tures such as drag-and-drop editing. tion. Another, is just the changes you made since
The featured speaker for the evening was Gordon the last *AUTO SAVE” that GeoWorks did, called

" McComb, author of a number of computer books, in- “document safeguarding,” which is turned on by the

L cluding WordPerfect Macros & Templates. Gordon "L.OOK AND FEEL” button in the Preferences appli-

L discussed his impression of the upcoming release of cation. Last, there is the last directly saved version

WordPerfect 6.0 (DOS), which is expected toward of your waork, which you created when you chose

' the end of the year. He expects an optional GUI inter- File Save or File Save As.

' face which will make the DOS version resemble the Next we discussed how to move addresses from
Windows product, and a complete rewrite of the GeoDex to a document in GeoWrite by using the
macro language. mouse to quick copy and quick paste (AKA “drag

Gordon fielded random access questions about his and drop” in other GUIs that claim this is a new fea-
books and WP, and alerted us to be on the lookout ture). This feature has been available to GeoWorks
for his newest book on WaordPerfect for Windows, users since version 1.0,
which is due out in about six weeks. B We then discussed Printing—Yes, it's slower be-

cause it's a bit map but the print quality is truly
“what you see is what you get” even on your Dot Ma-
trix printers.

Mike Springer mentioned two bugs that he's

aware of (both minor) pertaining to printing multi-
H CUSTOM COMPUTER ple pages of labels—the first page will be OK, the
second may not.

We spent a lot of time showing how smoothly
CUSTOM PROGRAMMER GeoWorks Pro and DR DOS v 6.0 TASKMAX task
& COMPUTER CONSULTANT swapper work together. The two programs were writ-

ten to work together. The machine we were using

. . was a 286-16 with 4MB of RAM. TASKMAX swaps
For the Small Business Professional who wants to out GeoWorks Pro and swaps in your DOS tasks

ke.cp it SIMPLE!! You won’t haYe to learn every- very quickly. Bottom line is that DR DOS can offer
thing about computers, From a simple database to features not found in MS.DOS 5.0

multiple interconnected files. If you're tired of all e
the “space” talk and want to get it done in plain

The next discussion was on Deleting and Moving
tasks. Persons interested in special CONFIG possi-

English, give us a call!! bilities should come to the next DOS SIG when Bob
will be giving an introduction to programming (yes
WE WILL BE LOOKING FOR Q & A programming) your CONFIG.SYS file. With this ca-

b PROGRAMMERS...IF YOU ARE

T 1 conft
INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL US. pability you can get rid of your re-config shareware

programs. (That meeting was May.)

WE FEATUREQ & A Next we discussed the reset dialogue box message
Very Reasonable that pops up when you shut down GeoWorks incor-
Henri Pierre Laborde rectly. There are two options, one goes back to the

(714) 895-2432 state that you were in before the crash or shutdown,
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and the other resets the Advanced Workspace to de-
faults.

After the break, we talked about transfer of data
using the TASKMAX and GeoWorks Pro's copy and
paste controls to copy some text-based information
to any GeoWorks Pro graphic application, and from
any GeoWorks graphics application, to any DOS
text-based application. Also from any two DOS tasks
which are loaded via TASKMAX—It Works!

We used Page Setup to establish (draw) an enve-
lope so that we could pull an address from GeoDex
to the envelope. We saved it to the Scrapbook (look
for a future SIG to explain the usefulness of the
Scrapbook application) for future use. We had three
different pages showing on the monitor screen at one
time. We saw that GeoWorks works very well with
DR DOS 6.0.

We then covered MFT (from QuarterDeck Soft-
ware) and compared its listing with the DR DOS 6.0
MEM command. It shows you the status of all mem-
ory. The SIG leader also showed what MANIFEST
would do in relation to DR DOS. The TREE /G com-
mand in DR DOS 6.0 shows you a graphical repre-
sentation of the files and directories on your machine
and the space occupied in each directory. We did
this by swapping to DR DOS and executing a Tree
command.

We closed about 10 p.m. It seemed that the topics
were of interest to all attendees as very few left early.
The group was made up of both experienced users
and some novices.

Last item—A copy of a new book was brought in
and passed around. Its title is Using Geoworks Pro by
QUE and is a new edition which incorporates the lat-
est update of GeoWorks and includes the spread-
sheet capabilities of Quattro Pro. It will be arriving in
local bookstores soon. B

GeoWorks - May

John Mannes

The May GeoWorks SIG started with a brief demon-
stration of GeoWorks Escape, an affordable collection
of games and screen savers. Registered users should
have already received a postcard describing this nifty
offer. Bob Basaraba announced that the Software De-
velopment Kit release is imminent, and the GeoWorks
developers BOOT CAMP will be commencing late this
summer. We can expect to see more applications for
GeoWorks, which might include a dedicated spread-
sheet and perhaps a database.

Bob also announced that there is a secondary SIG

for GeoWorks which meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 4
p.m. for users who either can't make the Friday
meeting, or feel it is over their heads. There is less
emphasis on technical details at the Tuesday meet-
ings and more help with the basics, such as, how to
move your mouse, what is a dialogue box, how to
copy files from one directory to another, etc. Most
of these things can be found in the manual but if
you don't like reading manuals, come to this SIG
and become proficient in the use of GeoWorks, by
example,

Bob and Michael Springer provided double
strength random access: they tackled the problem
of creating drop caps, a publishing style in which
the first character of a paragraph is several times
larger than normal line text. While it's easy to do in
GeoDraw by creating two sepatate objects, it’s
much tougher in GeoWrite, where non-breaking
spaces are used. There's an article on the creation
of drop caps which can be downloaded from Amer-
ica On-line. A user with an intermittent mouse but-
ton problem was advised to tinker with the
double-click speed on the mouse preferences menu.
Also, a user with a possible QEMM conflict was ad-
vised to set extra memory to “none” on the com-
puter preferences application using the “Computer”
button, since GeoWorks runs fine with only 512k!!
Bob also introduced the concepts of iconifying, de-
iconifying, and zoom, which correspond with mini-
mize and maximize in “that other” GUI
environment. Users who want to ZIP GeoWorks are
advised to study the manual for PKZIP/UNZIP, and
to create a batch file which can make GEO-
WORKS.ZIP, using the switch that retains alf sub-
directories.

There was a discussion of file management, and
the advantages of creating a sub-directory called
“Additions” so that all of the user-created files can
be kept separate from those on the distribution
disks. Bob also demonstrated a batch file GeoCom
script for signing onto the OCIPUG BBS, an ad-
vanced version of one he wrote for a previous SIG.
After experiencing a bug in his batch files, due to
an IF DIREXISTS command that DR DOS v 6.0
has and MS DOS doesn’t have (in MS DOS, to
check for the existence of a directory, the batch file
programmer uses an undocumented tweak...IF EX-
IST CADIRECTORY NAMEWUL) Bob did an
outstanding job of on-line debugging.

Bob expects to have the completed script ready
for distribution at the General Meeting on June
27th, and will go over the installation program at
the next GeoWorks SIG. This program will auto-
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matically create a script for you, to use GeoComm
to log onto our BBS and get you up and running
quickly. There will be options to log you out of the
BBS elegantly and set up your E-mail editor to use
with GeoComm and GeoWorks. The June SIG will
cover GeoComm, the installation of the Script for
our BBS, and GeoPlanner and the NotePad applica-
tions. Be sure to bring a disk!

NOTE FROM BOB

Thanks very much to Mike Springer, John Mannes,
and Dick Goodman for their help with the SIG meet-
ings and the reports. | am looking for a couple of assis-
tants to help with preparing the work for the SIGs.
This is a good way to learn some of the tricky parts of
GeoWorks and multitasking in general. Also, if you
would like to present something that you have found
useful in GeoWorks Ensemble or GeoWorks Pro at a
SIG meeting, please give me a call...this club is about
sharing what you know with others. I highly recom-
mend giving a presentation or two, it helps you clarify
your thoughts about something you might use every-
day, and besides it's a good excuse to read the man-
ual. I'll be very busy this summer doing some research
at UCI so I'll need some help to continue the SIG
schedules. Remember we work in 512K so don't
throw out your old machines just yet. DR DOS and
GeoWorks Pro are a dynamite combination if you like
to get real work done fast, for cheap. Boy, if that
doesn’t get you all fired up, I don't know what
will...maybe OS/2 v2.07 It's got my interest.

P.S. Mike is our unofficial assistant SIG leader,
but don't tell him I told you...he's shy! But that's
not official. W

Programming

Wendy Sarrett

In May, David Black presented Microsoft's new
professional Tool Kit for Visual Basic. In June we
will finally have our shootout between Microsoft
C/C+ +7 and Borland's C++ 3.0. On tap for future
months are Coherent, a $100 Unix operating system
for the PC and Spontaneous Assembly, an assembly
language library that can be used in both assembly
and C programming. The new version of Coherent,
version 4.0 will be a 32-bit operating system. Every-
one interested in programming is welcome! B

L -

PRODUCTS FOR
REVIEW

Jean Stevens, Editor

The products listed below are available for review by
Club members. If you would like to be a reviewer for
any of these products, or want more information,
please give me a call at 644-1017.

The ground rules are that the reviewers are re-
quired to write a minimum 300 word review for
README.DOC within thirty days of receiving the
product. Upon receipt of a satisfactory review, the
product then becomes yours to keep, subject to the
manufacturer's license agreement, restrictions and
Jimitations. These are complete applications with
documentation, not demo disks.

SOFTWARE:
Lotus 123 for Home - A spreadsheet for home
financial management.

COMPUTIMES by Clark & Harkins

Marvin dreams of becoming an airline pilot.

PLEASE CHECK
THE SIG GUIDE
CAREFULLY FOR
JULY 4TH CHANGES

DOS will not meet
NEW USER July 18, 2 p.m.
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