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On August 29th, prior to the 90th
General Meeting of OCIPUG, Direc-
tor Bob Basaraba showed his skills as
a politician/philosopher in his chait-
ing of a lively Random Access.
Shortly after 9 a.m., following brief
remarks by Vice-President Richard
Villa, Director/Program Chairman
Terry Curtier introduced Barry Le-
bow from Artisoft of Tucson, Ari-
zona. With Barry were David Bean
and Roger Padilla; Roger is Arti-
soft’s local representative in El Toro.
Since 1982, Artisoft's LANtastic has
been highly popular as a peer-to-
peer network of great flexibility.

Using slides, backed by copies to
each member with space for notes,
Barry showed first how fast the use
is growing of small business local
area networks. He listed the four ele-
ments of a LAN: computer, adapter,
cabling, and software. He gave pro
and con for twisted pair, coaxial,
and fiber optic cables, and explained
line, star, and ring network topol-
ogy. He emphasized collision detec-
tion and how it avoids conflicts by
carrier sensing of file access by multi-
ple users. He showed how savings
occur from lowered equipment
costs, through improved ease of com-
munication, and by increased indi-
vidual productivity.

Barry spelled out differences be-
tween centralized server networks,
such as Novell's Netware, and peer-
to-peet networks, With centralized
server networks, all devices are con-
nected to a server, a non-DXOS oper-
ating system is penerally used, a
central database serves all, security
can be extremely high-level, and an
open cable can shut down the entire
network. With peer-to-peer, initial
cost is less, RAM overhead at each

Harv Haight

station is less, installation and ex-
pansion are easy, and an open line
shuts down but one station.

Questions from the audience
showed how current networking is
as a topic. Barry supplemented his
answers by handout of Artisoft’s
SpecDisk, a data-intensive 3-1/2"
disk that tells all concerning com-
pany and products.

After a break, and reports from
SIG leaders, David McIntosh from
Frame Technology, with associates
Cripps and Lin, described and dem-
onstrated FrameMaker for Win-
dows. This is the latest version of a
document publisher that runs on
more than 25 platforms, including
Macintosh, NeXT, Hewlett
Packard, DEC, Sun, Apollo, and
many others. FrameReader lets Win-
dows users view a FrameMaker
document from any other platform.

FrameMaker features WYSI-
WYG word processing, page layout,
graphics, tables, equations, and
structured document tools in one ap-
plication. It provides automatic gen-
eration of multi-document indexes,
tables of contents, and lists. Page,
chapter, section, footnote number-
ing, and cross-references are readily
updated. Several documents can be
managed as individual components
of a larger document, even across a
network, making collaboration easy
within a workgroup.

Additional questions concerning
LANtastic were answered in a post-
meeting session. The regular session
closed after a raffle based again
upon tagged tickets, Winners and
prizes are listed elsewhere. OCIPUG
thanks Artisoft, Frame Technology,
and others for their donations. W
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HODGEPODGE, POTPOURRI,
and MISCELLANY......

Well, we’ve had the new Wildcat BBS for more
than six months now. How’s it doing? Great!! Just
to bore you with some statistics, we now have 963
registered users—unfortunately, not all OCIPUG
members. The non-members don’t get all the good-
ies that you do, though. Their time is shorter, and
they can’t get into any of the conference areas. We
have, as of this writing, 2708 files for you to down-
load. That is increasing with the weekly uploads of
about forty new files. Users download over five
hundred files a week; by far, the most popular is
OCIPUG.ZIP, the list of all files on the BBS. That
one is updated daily. What about modem speeds?
As you know, we now have 14,400 bps available on
all nodes. Only 2% of our users are still sticking
with 1200, while two-thirds are using 2400 bps mo-
dems. That leaves roughly a third of our users on
line with 9600 or 14.4K. Zmodem is the overwhelm-
ing favorite among protocols, with 88% of all
uploads and downloads using that. Among the Bul-
letins, the SIG calendar is the most popular. The
BBS gets about a hundred calls every day, but you
will almost never get a busy signal, with all nodes
on the rotary. Finally, we have just about half of
our 660 MB still open and available. If you just
can't live without such statistical fodder, just press
S at the Main Menu, and you'll be able to see them
all.

During the last couple of months, almost four
hundred new files have been put up for your use.
We try to be reasonably selective with the available
shareware, but, inevitably, some junk does make it
there. It is hard for us to know just what all of you
would like to have available, so we may overlook
some software that would be of great interest. If
that is the case, please let me know, and we'll try
to give you what you want. No GlFs, please!

The BBS was originally set up to delete all re-
ceived messages. Since messages to ALL were never
received, they were the only ones that stayed
around very long. That meant that it was almost im-

BBS

Bob Ottke

possible to follow any kind of thread, and a lot of
good information that was uploaded for Joe was
never available to Bill and others. Thanks to a great
suggestion by one of our more astute members, we
now hope that the messages will hang around for 2
month or so, unless they are deliberately killed.

Let me put in another plug for the Offline Mail
Readers. Proper use of one of these will make your
life much easier, save you time, and make sure that
you get all the messages that interest you. Just
download OLX-TD.ZIP, and follow the docs. It
works with just about any communications pro-
gram, and most of the other bulletin boards around.

In at least a couple of areas, the OCIPUG BBS
is the equal of anything in this part of the world.
We probably have almost all of the shareware True
Type fonts for Windows 3.1, and they really re-
ceive a lot of atrention from our members. Start
your collection now, and you'll soon be up to three
hundred fonts. Next challenge is to use them all!
Of course, you can always set up a business prepar-
ing ransom notes!! While we can’t compare to the
IBM collection of OS/2 files, we do have quite a
few. If you are running that fascinating operating
system, you’ll certainly find much of interest.

Of course, we always have the latest of the
McAfee programs for virus protection. Also, you
can count on the latest of the old standbys to be
available. SHEZ80.Z1IP is the latest version of that
fine zipfile shell, and ArcMaster (AMBO.ZIP) is the
same sort of program. Take your pick! Just about
anything related to telecommunications is here for
the taking.

The Hack Report, issued monthly,
(HACKO0892.ZIP is the latest), describes all of the
hacking and Trojan generation of the preceding
month. Shareware is most often hacked, but many
commercial programs get the ax, too. Interesting
reading to see the functioning of evil minds.

Continued on Page 6...
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Vlsa & MC Welcome for Advance Regrstratfon

Orange Coast College Community Services
Workshops September/October1992 |

e 714/432-5880

a N

IBM PC & Compatible
Computer User Group
Saturdays, Sept. 26 & Oct. 31
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Science Hall
Fee: $36.00 annual membership
Visitors Welcome
For information, call 714/843-2048
k Registration at the Door Only J

Computer Graphics for Video

This series of 11-hour weekend workshops will
introduce you to the latest technology used to
creale computer graphics in television and
video. Bring 1 high-grade VHS tape and a box
of 10 2DD (double density 3 1/2" floppy disks).

Sept18&19.........ceeeee... kCFW .02
Sept.25&25. ... *CFW.03
Oct28&3 ., * CFW .04
OctI&10 ... *CFW.05
Oct. 16 &17 ... *CFW.06
Cct23& 24 ... *x CFwW .07
OCct.30&31 ... s *CFW.08

6-10 p.m., Fridays
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturdays
Technology 117C
Fee: $84.00 per weekend session

Desktop Publishing with
WordPerfect5.1......... *CFZ.01

Combine graphics, lines, boxes and special
characters with text to produce qualily
newsletters, memos and announcements.
PREREQUISITE - Prior knowledge of
WordPerfect.

Saturday, September 19

9 am. - 3:30 p.m. - Comp Ctr 106
Fee: $49.00

Class Location: Orange Coast College
2701 Fairview Road (at Arlington), Costa Mesa.

IBM PC Workshops

with Richard Howe

Netware 386
(Local Area Network) .......... *CFE.01

Personal computer networks, their uses and
components. Requirements: experience using
personal computers and a working knowledge
of DOS.

September 25 & 26

Learn WordPerfect 5.1 ... xCFF.01

Use WordPerfect and its mail merge, spell
checking, keyboard merge and macro facility.
Participants should be familiar with the
location of the keys on a typewriter or
computer keyboard.

October 9 810

Lotus 1-2-3 ... ... . .. . *CFD.0l

Most popular commands, writing formulas
and functions, formatting, data management
and writing simple macros. Each participant
will be provided with a personal computer 1o
use, No prior computer knowledge is
required, but participants should be familiar
with the location of the keys on a typewriter
or compuler keyboard.

October 23 & 24

€ - 10 p.m. Fridays
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturdays
Computing Center 108.
Fee: $69.00 per weekend session

Wordperfect 5.1 Workshops

with Nancy Rubenstein

Fee: $33.00 for one program only;
$69.00 for two from series

Potpourri

of Tips &Tricks............... *CFg.01
Saturday, September 19

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Business Ed 110

Macros ..o % CFT.01

Macros, recorded keystrokes that are easily
recalled inte documents, are one of the most
useful and exciting features of WordPerfect
5.1. Basic knowledge of WordPerfect 5.1 is
recommended.

Friday, September 25
1 -5 p.m. - Business Ed 110

Merge ..., *CFY.01

Create documents using merge, a means of
combiming information that changes with
information that does not change, such as: form
letters, fill-in forms, screen prompt merges, and
mailing labels and envelopes. Disk and
workbook are provided. Knowledge of
WordPerfect 5.1 is recommended.

Friday, Cctober 2
1 -5 p.m.- Business Ed 110

Tables/Math ... *CFX .01

Design intricate, detailed tables with and
without math formulas. Disk and workbooks
are provided. Knowledpe of WordPerfect 5.1 is
recommended.

Friday, October 16

1 -5 p.m. - Business Ed 110

Software Instruction by Soft-Train

Introduction to the IBM
Personal Computer and Its
Operating System

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Business Ed 103
Fee: $29.00 per section

Saturday, Sept. 19 ........... ... kCFh.01
Saturday, Oct. 31 ................. *CFh.Q2 Workshop I ......................... *CF5.02

Pagemaker

Workshop i ... *CF5.01
Saturday, October 3
9a.m. - 4 p.m. - Business Ed 102
Fee: $69.00

Saturday, October 17
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Skill Center 105
Fee: $69.00

Paradox: Workshop i ....... *CFP.01

Saturday, October 24
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Skill Center 105
Fee: $69.00

Dbase IV: Workshop I...... %xCFQO1
Saturday, October 31
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Business Ed 102
Fee: $68.00
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In 1985-1986, a few months before
I retired from Western Digital,
WD marketed a portable external
hard drive that I longed to have.
Alas, it needed a special drive card
in each PC to be served, and WD
priced it too high, but the possibili-
ties were tantalizing.

Less than a week ago, I bought a
modern successor from the local
Price Club for $375. The SYSGEN
Mobile Drive comes with a 42-MB,
84.MB, or 126-MB Conner IDE
drive. Its small plastic case houses
a built-in DC supply and a circuit
card to allow it to be connected to
an 8-bit parallel printer port (via
an included printer cable). It has a
separate wall-plug AC transformer.
It's easy to use: no opening of the
PC case to install a card—you sim-
ply initialize the hard drive once, by
use of programs on either a 5-1/4"
360K or 3-1/2" 720K disk supplied
by SYSGEN. After that, for use
with any PC with a standard paral-
lel printer pott, you install in the
root directory of the PC hard drive
(or upon a self-booting floppy for
its A: drive) the MOBILE.SYS file.
An appropriate CONFIG.SYS file
must include the line DEVICE=
MOBILE.SYS. The Mobile Drive
will then be available as a logical
drive with the next assignable drive
letter.

I got the 42-MB drive. I've used
it since with a two-floppy IBM PC,
IRM and clone XTs, a clone AT,
an IBM PS/2, and an ALR 386SX-
16. The drive has a 25-millisecond
access time and transfers data
FAST! By standard STACKER
techniques, the entire drive can be
doubled in capacity (I find I don't
need this capability, but I checked
to be assured it would work). I'm
using it for program evaluation, for
working offsite on hard drive con-
figurations and problems, for tem-
Lporary backups, and to transport

TECHTIPS

Harv Haight

conveniently extensive diagnostic
programs.

An aside; evidentally SYSGEN's
success with connecting through
the parallel port has inspired
IRWIN, a manufacturer of tape
backups, to introduce the EZPort
Parallel Tape Drive, using 120-MB
tapes and with no need for an inter-
nal card. In the Orange County
Register for September 5th, Comp-
USA’s new ad offers this for
$439.99.

Next item! Years ago, prior to
the inception of the integrated cir-
cuit, | had occasion to evaluate a
commercial power supply from a
well-known supplier. It operated
too hot, and I flatly rejected its pur-
chase. Inadequate dissipation of
generated heat is what ultimately
Lills transistors, rectifiers, ICs, and
transformers!
I chatted with
the design en-
gineer on an
off-the-record
basis. What
the manufac-
turer had
done was to
design using a
very adequate
transformer;
he then had
removed iron
transformer
plates one ata
time untii the
transformer
failed. He
authorized use of a replacement
with one more plate than the failed
unit, and rejoiced in his savings of
component cost.

During the recent hot spell, a
similar lack of margin for error
caused me problems with my ALR
3865X-16. Despite almost all slots
being filled, this unit worked for
about two years until one sweltet-

ing day nothing happened when [
switched power ON. ALR had in-
stalled a 145-watt power supply; at
high (90+ degrees F) ambient tem-
perature it still worked, but the in-
creased current drain dropped DC
voltages enough for the Power
Good input (an orange wire from
the power supply to the mother-
board) to be too low for the micro-
processor to turn on. {The
microprocessor pin to which this
Power Good pin connects is
grounded through 1000 ohms or so
when you press the Reset button,
thus avoiding shutdown by the
power switch.) A replacement 230-
watt supply, identical in dimen-
sions, from The Essence Group in
Fountain Valley for fifty bucks rid
me of my problem.

Fellow members, please ask your

computer supplier what rating the
power supply of his product has,
and if it's approved by Underwriter
Laboratories! One brand, widely
sold by FEDCO, the Price Club,
and department stores uses a 70-
watt supply for an XT clone, and a
135-watt supply for 386s and 486s
made possible by lower-drain CPUs
and hard drives. What will happen
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when you start loading cards into
those free slots, or adding more
and faster RAM? And how can
you get an inexpensive replace-
ment supply that fits into avail-
able space?

When IBM first came out with
its PC, it used a 67-watt power
supply; for a hard drive to be
added, this had to be replaced by
a 103-watt or larger unit. The
IBM XT utilizes a 135-watt power
supply, and the IBM AT has a
200-watt unit. Today, additional
loading by faster CPUs and
RAMs makes a minumum of a
230-watt supply essential for 386s
and 486s, and filled slots often re-
quire an additional 120-VAC
muffin fan to pull in fresh air and
help the power supply's DC-pow-
ered fan push hot air out. 250-
watt supplies are also available
with the same form factor (a
power supply used below its rat-
ing will generate less heat and
will last longer!).

Even if you don't have one of
the price leaders, for freedocm
from power supply problems be
very sure that you allow full ac-
cess of air to the back of the case
{where hot air exits) and to the
front (where fresh air enters). For
the same reason, don't block the
slots at the top of your monitor;
cooling air circulates through its
case by convection, entering at
the base and leaving through
these slots. W

A TRIP TO A DIFFERENT
WORLD

by Max Lockie

I stared through the window into a
cold, stark world. I felt as though
[ had been transported to some dis-
tant planet where only black and
white existed. A chill ran up my
spine as a man on the other side of
the window looked up at me with
a quizzical look in his eyes. The
technician's head in front of me
was covered with a white surgical
hat and his face was equally cov-
ered with a white mask. His white
gown and booties made me think
of a cold surgical suite in a hospi-
tal. This was my fiest visit to the
Winchester disk drive repair com-
pany, Valtron Technologies, in
Valencia. My good friend, Don
Gonneville, had taken me there to
show me the company that repairs
his customer’s drives. Don has
been in the disk drive and repair
business for many years and had
asked me to help him with his cus-
tomers.

The thought of some surrealistic
Fellini movie popped into my head
as [ watched him quickly dissect
the disk drive in front of him. His
hands moved deftly over the large
array of heads, quickly separating
them from the inside the case.

This is the same Winchester disk
drive case that has the intimidat-
ing signs that warn that the warran-
tee will be null and void if the seal
is broken.

[ glanced at the servo drive next
to his work space. It looked as if
Rube Goldberg was still alive and
well, creating devices that defied
description mounted on large gran-
ite bases. I was able to turn my
head in the window and see that a
dozen or so stations also existed in
this certified Class 100 clean room
that occupied almost one thousand

square feet of space.

I turned from the window to
look out upon a sea of technicians’
benches. Each had a pile of disk
drives in various stages of repair, as
not all disk drive failures require
the envelope to be opened.

[ have always felt that [ have
been one step ahead of any disk
drive failure. I have always up-
graded to a larger disk before the
existing drive failed. Nevertheless,
[ have a funny feeling in the bot-
tom of my stomach that I have
been one step in front of the grim
reaper that takes the hard drive
and all of its data and heads South.

Backups at least take the sting
out of a disk drive crash and the
thought of having to buy a new
drive. But the opportunity to re-
pair the drive holds a greater ap-
peal from a financial standpoint,
especially when a one year uncon-
ditional warranty is included. W
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Yellow sticky notes. Who can live
without them? They coat comput-
ers, books, the bottom of shoes,
and although they haven’t been
around as long as color TV, they've
proven to be a pretty handy idea.
For most of us, each and every lit-
tle yellow note holds a thought
that is precious and valuable, a re-
minder of tasks that, forgotten,
would rend the fabric of life as we
know it (hmmm....I like the sound
of that—think I'll write it down on
a sticky note).

Yet, despite their name, these lit-
tle yellow life-savers just don’t stick
very well. Sure, they hold for a few
days. But then you move them
around and they lose their stick.
Pretty soon they're under foot.
Feet. Shoe. You know what |
mean—the note is lost and so are
we.

But, for those who use Windows
there is a solution, and it's called
WinPost. Yes, now you too can
have little vellow sticky notes on
your computer monitor, keeping
track of all your important
thoughts. And they won't fall off
unless you tell them to.

WinPost is a clever program that
puts sticky notes at your fingertips.
Click on the icon, and get a new

yellow note, just waiting to be typed
upon. The note sticks on your desk-
top until you tell it to go away. And
you can move it around, resize it,
change the color and the font—
even insert date and time and set
an alarm to go off. You can make a
note always stay on top of anything
else you might be doing—there's a
yellow note on top of this word
processor telling me not to forget to
write this article. There is also a
blue note telling me where to be for
lunch and dinner (all the really im-
portant things in my life are on
sticky notes).

You can find this program on
some of the bulletin boards around
town, including our own OCIPUG
BBS. Download it and give it a
try—you'll have fun. I promise.
And you'll get rid of those pesky yel-
low notes on the bottom of your
shoes.

Oops, gotta go—there's a red
sticky note on my screen telling me
that the boss is looking over my
shoulder and I'd better get back to
work... @

ABCs of the BBS
..Continued from Page 2

Some of the newer interesting
uploads:

REBOOT45.ZIP - A reboot
manager that lets you select your
CONFIG.SYS and AUTO-
EXEC.BAT. Similar to that old
standby, RECONFIG.ZIP, still
available, and still dependable.

3DRVS110.ZIP - They said it
couldn't be done! Three drives of
any and all flavors on your system?
Want to use that old MFM on
your new IDE system? Here’s how!

GDE756_A, B,and _C.ZIP-
Want to be your own lawyer?
Here’s all the legal boilerplate.

JETCOL16.ZIP - This program
does a truly wonderful job of put-
ting about four pages of legible
documentation on each sheet. No
longer steer clear of those long
DOC files.

CLIPST.ZIP - A Windows pro-
gram. This one makes your Clip-
hoard truly useful. Instead of the
second cut dumping the first, this
program allows you to stack cuts
and re-use them. This was exten-
sively reviewed in PC Magazine,
August 1992, p.468.

DOWCAST.ZIP - Forecast the
Dow-Jones future moves! Well, a
good friend of mine is getting very,
very rich using this program!
HUH??

For those of you who regularly
attend the Modem SIG (Bless
you!), we are planning to change
from the first Thursday to the sec-
ond Tuesday beginning in Octo-
ber. And don't forget the BBS SIG
on the third Tuesday, especially if
you have comm problems. But
please call me first.... W
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Our September '92 meeting will be a special one.
There will be a demonstration of Knowledge Adven-
ture and Microsoft will be here to show us Windows
NT. In late July, Microsoftcalled to say they wanted to
present Windows NT to five user groups. OCIPUG
was one of the five chosen....Pretty good huh?
Knowledge Adventure is an educational, informa-
tive, and fun program. It is essentially a database of
text, pictures, and sound all linked together. The pro-
gram contains so much information that it would have
taken up to 50 megabytes of disk space. However, they

In late July, Microsoftcalled to
say they wanted to present
Windows NT to five user
groups. OCIPUG was one of
the five chosen....

wete able to compress it down to 6 megabytes. Knowl-
edge Adventure lets you look up information on art, his-
tory, science, literature, architecture, nature, or music.
Users navigate their way through subjects or time by
clicking on a time line or icon. You can bring up infor-
mation on Beethoven and even play a little tune of his.
Bringing up Louis Armstrong gave some interesting in-
formation—did you know his warden helped teach him
the cornet? They will also be showing Sports Adven-
ture, which is packed with information about sports.

Bill Gross, president of KA, will be doing the demonstra-
tion. If his name sounds familiar it's because he is the
author of Magellan, and has shown that program to us
in the past. Bill is a very entertaining speaker that you
won't want to miss. | have uploaded a demo of Knowl-
edge Adventure to the OCI[PUG BBS.

What advantages does Windows NT have over what
we use now! Well, programs will be able to use up to 4
gigabytes of memory compared to the 16MB limit now.
Software written for 8 or 16-bit computers (8088, 8086,
or B0286) must process data in 64K segments. With a
32-bit operating system (OS}, that limitation is no
longer there, and the software can process the data
much faster. Windows 3.0 and 3.1 are not true multi-
tasking operating systems. Once a program starts, Win-
dows allows for the processor to switch tasks, but not
run each program like a virtual machine. With Win-
dows NT, you can have true muitithreaded multitask-
ing. With software for NT you'll be able to recalculate a
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spreadsheet, print a word processing document, and for-
mat disks all at the same time.

The question will be at what cost? How much mem-
ory is needed, and how much disk space? Remember,
this is almost like when you bought your first computer
and realized that you needed software to do anything. It
will run everything you have now, but to take FULL ad-
vantage of Windows NT you will need 32-bit software.
According to InfoWorld, most people interviewed at the
Windows and OS/2 Conference said they have not seen
any 32-bit program that would justify the cost of upgrad-
ing to such an operating system. Well, PC Magagzine re-
ported Microsoft has already some 50 32-bit
applications that will run under Windows NT. Lets face
it, if we were all satisfied with what we first had, we
would still be using WordStar 1.0 and Visicalc. The fact
is, we always WANT to do more. As we watch Win-
dows NT, going Ooh!, think back and remember how
many programs you saw demoed and said to yourself,
“I'd really like to have that?" Then, once you started us-
ing it, you just couldn’t live without it. Windows NT
may be just that type of program.

This meeting is expected to be crowded, so get there
early.

The Program Committee will meet at
the SIG space at 2:30 p.m. after the
meeting. =

COMING IN OCTOBER
IS BRODERBUND...
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Infroduction to
Programming

Wendy Sarvett

Last time we discussed the basics of debugging. This
month we will discuss the tools available to make de-
bugging an easier task.

The most obvious tool is the debugger. Most profes-
sional development packages come with some sort of
debugger. Debuggers have a number of capabilities.
Among the most common are:

1. Breakpoints — Ability to stop the program at a
given point.

2. Variable Watches — Be able to lock at data at a
given point.

3. Step — Ability to execute instructions one at a
time.

Almost always, one has a choice of stepping over or
tracing into functions. For example, suppose the next
line of code is a cali to anothet function in the program.
The programmer can choose to treat this function as a
black box, treating it as a built-in function, or as a white
box, tracing though the function's code. Here is a sim-
ple example:

function foo()
{a=35;
b = fool{a);
}

function fool (integer a)
{fool = a*a;}

In this case one can choose to either trace though
fool or treat fool as a black box.

In some cases, these capabilities can be found in the
development environment itself. Together, these fea-
tures allow the programmer to stop at any point in the
code, see the contents of relevant variables and trace
through the program’s logic. In fact, for many program-
ming situations, these three features are all you need.
The more sophisticated the debugger, the more robust
are these features. For example, codeview allows you to
set breakpoints that only kick in under certain circum-
stances. Variables can be viewed as trees. One can look
at a data structure at a high level or look at its individ-
ual components. Another feature of professional debug-
gers is the ability to view the code at more than one
level. The code can be debugged at the level of the
source you wrote, or assembly language, or sometimes a
mixture of both. In order to view code at the source
level you need to compile with special flags provided
with the associated compiler. For the more complex
world of Windows, more sophisticated tools are needed.
For example, the ability to log or beak on messages is

usually included in windows debuggers. Finally, as dis-

cussed in an earlier article, sophisticated debuggers al-
low for dual monitor and remote debugging.

Another type of debugging tool is post-mortem analy-
sis. These tools allow one to analyze program failures.
Examples of such tools in the windows world are Doctor
Watson (included with C7) and WinSpector {included
with Borland 3.1). In Unix there exist such tools as adb
which provide post-mortem analysis. Essentially what
these tools do is show the state of the machine at the
time of failure. This may include the registers, the pro-
gram instruction you were at, etc. In an operating sys-
tem such as Unix, a failed program dumps it state into a
file. This allows a tool such as adb to read and analyze
the information. In an operating system such as DOS,
such analysis is impossible, as a program’s crash often
hangs the entire machine. Since Windows is more ro-
bust, tools such as Doctor Watson and WinSpector can
be successfully used. Indeed, in Windows 3.1, a program
crashing often doesn't hang the entire machine, but it is
not as robust as a true multithreaded operating system
such as Unix, O/S 2 and Windows NT. {In a multi-
threaded operating system, each program has its own
space and rarely steps on other programs, even if it
crashes.) As a case in point, | have been working on a
rather nasty Windows bug over the past few days. | have
had to constantly reboot the machine. This certainly
would not be the case with Unix, and [ doubt it would
be the case with O/S 2 or Windows NT.

Part of debugging is preventing bugs before they hap-
pen. An old standby is Lint which is available in both
Unix and DOS versions. This program basically looks at
the compile time code and tells you if you're doing such
things as using variables before they are initialized, pass-
ing the wrong variable type, etc. The warnings available
from modern PC compilers has reduced its usefulness.
However, new kinds of tools are emerging. These are
memory checkers that tell you exactly where memory er-
rors occur. Some of these are libraries that are compiled
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with your code. Others just sit there in memory and
monitor your program’s behavior. The advantage of
these tools is that they catch errors at run time which
cannot be caught by compile time tools such as Lint.
Since memory bugs can be particularly insidious, these
tools can be quite valuable. Often memory bugs are
hard to find as their effects may occur at a very differ-
ent part of code then where the error actually is. In
fact, sometimes such bugs will stop happening when
the code is run through the debugger. A tool that helps
locate such bugs can save a developer a lot of time.
Related to the memory checkers is the debugging
kernel. Microsoft offers this with its Windows SDK. |
have also seen this used in Unix development. Essen-
tially this replaces the heart of the O/S with a version
that prints out error and warning information. For ex-
ample, the Windows version will tell you if you are try-
ing to free a memory handle that is not allocated. If the
program crashes, error messages might be printed out,
etc. In Windows programming it is a very valuable tool
for telling if your program is clean, not making any er-
rors that you can’t notice just running the program, but

may come back to bite you under certain circumstances.

Finally, for message-based operating systems such as
Windows, there are the tools that spy on messages.
Such a tool comes with both the C/C+ + 7.0 from

Microsoft and Borland C++ 3.1. In Microsoft's pack-
age it is called Spy and in Borland'’s package it is called
Winsight. This tool allows you to watch messages being
generated by the programs running on the system—
very useful when you are trying to debug a problem in-
volving message passing.

As you can see, there are many tools available for
the programmer seeking to track an intransigent bug.
While the debugger is often all you need, in many cases
it is not enough. Indeed, the two major professional
packages I am familiar with, Microsoft’s C/C++ 7.0
and Borland’s C+ + 3.1, come with several additional
tools, as described above, to aid the Windows devel-
opet. [ should mention, if you're a real hacker and
might think about writing your own tools for Windows
debugging, a new book Undocumented Windows by
Schulman, Maxey and Pietrek (Addison Wesley ISBN
0-201-60834-0) is a must.

Next time we will compare the traditional (read—
synchronous) model of programming with the new
model of message-based programming used in Windows
and the other new operating environments. Without
building yourself such a mental model of what you are
doing, you can’t fully understand why and how things
are done. W
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AN ELEGY FOR BIG BLUE

Back in April 1990, just before the
release of Windows 3.0, Bill Gates
declared the end of IBM was at
hand within 7 years. If IBM man-
ages to do some things right, per-
haps within 10-12 years maximum.
What did Bill Gates mean by this
prediction? What does he know
that we don't know! As it turns
out, probably not a whole lot more,
if we take the time to gather our
facts and ponder its significance.
First, despite IBM's success in de-
fining the personal computer back
in 1981, the PC arena was never
IBM'’s bread and butter. IBM had
an unexpected success with the
IBM PC, but mainframes were, and
still are, IBM's most vital business
area. Yes, mainframes are still
worth 40 billion dollars in revenue
to IBM. Now, what could threaten
this source of revenue! [t turns out
there are several factors that could
dry up this lucrative source of reve-
nue.
Back in the 1960s Gordon
Moore, one of the founders of Intel,
made an observation which is now
called Moore'’s Law. He noticed
that the complexity of our most ad-
vanced computet chips doubles ap-
proximately every two years. Since
that time, Moore’s Law has seemed
to have held. Today, Intel’s 80486
and Motorola's 68040 microproces-
sors hold about 1.2 million transis-
tors. The Intel P5, which Intel says
-|will definitely not be called the
B0586, will contain over 3 million
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transistors. Intel predicts that in
the year 2000 their microprocessors
will contain over 100 mitlion tran-
sistors!

COMPUTING IN 2000

Of course, this means that by
the year 2000, PCs will be much
more complex than we can dream
of, without a huge increase in price.
I can personally imagine computers
with a minimum of 64 gigabytes
(GB) of RAM and optical mass stor-
age in the 200-300 GB range using
voice recognition as the primary
means of communication with the
computer. Remember Scotty, in the
movie Star Trek [V, attempting to
communicate with a Macintosh by
talking to the mouse? Computers
will all use large flat panel displays
with rich 24-bit color planes (16
million colors) that you can mount
anywhere. The best part is that
computers will be able to program
themselves. Just imagine command-
ing your computer to figure out
yout income taxes or household
budget and the computer just
buzzes along and informs you when
it has completed its task.

The above scenario may be pure
imagination on my part but there is
no doubt that tomorcow’s PCs or
workstations will have all the
power of today's mainframes. As a
result, we can expect that most
businesses will probably decide to
replace or supplement their main-
frames at some future date. All the
fat mainframe maintenance con-
tracts that IBM has relied upon will

start to disappear. Note that |
didn't say mainframe sales, since
IBM doesn’t really sell that many
new mainframe computers each
year. It is the service contracts on
all the mainframes that IBM has
sold or leased that provide most of
the mainframe revenue for IBM. By
the year 2000 mainframes will con-
tinue to exist only in the role of su-
percomputers. Unfortunately for
IBM, they are not the leaders in
this area. We can expect that IBM
will resist this trend towards super
PCs or workstations, but it is inevi-
table that the market share of main-
frames will decline in the future.

A PREDICTION

Bill Gates had a selfish reason
for calling for the end of IBM;
namely, the proliferation of Mi-
crosoft products for the PC or the
Macintosh. With the advent of
Windows NT, Bill Gates is also
counting on grabbing the worksta-
tion action as well. Now, I'm going
to make some predictions as well.
[BM will be forced to change with
the times since there will be a
shrinkage of the number of main-
frames. Since IBM can be expected
to resist this change, | expecta
much leaner, meaner IBM by the
year 2000.

There is another major reason
why | expect a major change in
IBM’s outlook in the year 2000.
Just about every business that owns
a mainframe uses it primarily to run
financial programs, such as payroll
ot inventory programs. Many of

DAMLC AN | DCANAC DO

CCRATCAADCMN AONND




these programs were written in CO-
BOL back in the 50s and 60s. The
original source code for these pro-
grams are long gone and the pro-
grammers have been long buried.
These programs are the backbone
of our country's processing of your
paychecks, figuring out your taxes
ot keeping track of all your bank
accounts. These are the same pro-
grams that will fail after the stroke
of midnight on December 31,
1999, After all, most programmers
did not figure that their mastet-
pieces would still be used 40 to 50
years later, and thus they did not
put an algorithm to account for
dates after 1999!

THE DECLINE OF BIG BLUE

Yes, these programs will fail
after the apple drops on Times
Square signaling the start of the
year 2000. Many businesses that
resisted moving away from main-
frames because their software al-
ways worked, will finally be forced
to rewrite all their software or
move to PCs or workstations. IBM
will be the big loser unless it can
prepare for this event. So what is
IBM doing today? IBM had its first
sales decline in 1991 and has laid
off thousands of workers. IBM's fo-
cus is still not clear. They have
spent millions developing their
own RISC {Reduced Instruction
Set Computing) microprocessor for
their RS/6000 workstations. This
effort is a loser compared to Sun
Microsystems’ 4 billion dollar suc-
cess with their SPARC microproc-
essot-based workstations. On the
operating system front, OS/2 2.0 is
moderately successful but it is clear
that IBM is working towards devel-
oping “Pink” as a joint venture
with Apple. So users and develop-
ers working with OS/2 may be us-
ing only an interim operating
system. Now, Microsoft can get
away with this (i.e., Windows NT),
but, after all, they control the mar-

ket.

SIGNING OFF
I received my $39 OS/2 rebate

check from IBM but no reply to my
letter. IBM recently announced
that they have sold over one mil-
lion copies of OS/2 2.0. [ bet that
many purchasers have installed
0S5/2 and found that they don't
want to switch from Windows
and/or DOS, or they haven't even
installed OS/2 because it is a pain
in the neck, or they don't have 30
MB of hard disk space to spare. |
like OS/2, but since many backup
packages don't work with OS/2
and neither does Stacker, | don't
use it very much.

I have had plenty of opportunity
to play with Excel 4.0. [tis a much
improved spreadsheet over Excel

*
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3.0 which [ thought was an excel-
lent spreadsheet. Recently,
needed to create a spreadsheet that
optimizes columns of linear equa-
tions (what was that?). Using the
Solver and Goal Secker built-in
macros this was easy, except that
these macros only work on one cell
at a time and I'm too lazy to write a
smarter macro.

However, | recently acquired
MathCad by MathSoft which also
runs under Windows 3.1. MathCad
is a scratchpad math solver that al-
lows the user to sclve mathemati-
cal equations easily, plots the
tesults, and has a built-in word
processor. [nstead of paying $295
for a $495 list software
package | took advantage
of a special $99 promo-
tion for engineers and sci-
entists. MathCad easily
solved my series of linear
equations within a dozen
statements and then plot-

‘ ted the results. | could

that shows the mathe-
matical equations in sym-
bolic form. Now
MathSoft has sent an-
other promotional offer

for 1/3 off on their add-

& ) also write a short report
& .

a on products to MathCad.

The Signal Processing
and Treasury of Math
Formulas packages look
pretty good. Did [ say
something about no more
software this year?

A 75.year old gentle-
man called me on the
OCIPUG Support Group
last week. He took up PC
computing because he
wanted to understand
what his son was talking
about. What better testi-
monial that PCs are for
everyone, no matter age
or background, and that
OCIPUG can be of serv-
ice to all PC users. B




SUPPORT
GROUP

The members listed below have
generously offered to serve as resources
for other members in need of assistance with
specific hardware or software problems. They are
there for you, but please bear a few things in mind:

1) The times listed are when these volunteers are
available to assist you. PLEASE respect their times by
limiting your calls to the hours indicated.

2) Your questions should be specific and reasonably
brief. Consult your manual, tech support, etc., FIRST,
50 as not to take up their time needlessly.

3) All of our volunteers have expertise in the areas
shown, but nobody knows everything, so be under-
standing by not expecting them to know everything.

4} This service is free, and available to our mem-
bers only. Our volunteers are not doing this for per-
sonal gain, but as a service to benefit their fellow PC
users, thereby making OCIPUG a stronger organiza-
tion.

Abraxas
Kevin Post......ccvcnniinennae ARYHME i e 969.9495
AccPac Plus
Donna Fulmizi .........c...... 8 a.m.-8 p.m. ...............548-8491
Lia Varner......ocovecvverneves 8 a.m.-6 pm. ..... (310) 987-0632
Christian Malm, CPA .....9 a.m.-9 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends......... 966-5339
Ami Professional

Mark Burrell ..................9 am.-12 nooa...........777-2130
Richard Sinor.........cc0eo.. 6 pm.-10 p.m. .............970-1323

Basic

Herb Huey oo 6:30 p.m.-10 p.m. .........525-1608
C&Cq+s
Wendy Sarrett .......ouee.n 7 pm.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends......... 733-9906
Champion Business Systems
Kevin Post....cccovvirrvrnnnne. ADYUME...cvrrerrineire v 969.9495
Clarion
Mark Burrell ......ccoorueenee. 9 am.-12 noon ... 777-2130

CorelDraw

John Goodman ................

Steve Burnside

cdBase IV

12 noon-12 midnight...895.3195
11 a.m.-8:30 p.m.......... 7220327

Preston Hill ................... 9 am.-9 pm. . 89221291
{Control Center)
dBase Programming

Tom Toner ....

10 a.m.-8 p.m. .............. 3379175

Disk & Memory Management
Harv Haight ...cccoorevvveen. 9 pma-11 pom .. 546-0820
Mike Wierman ......oe..e.e

DOS
Harv Haighe ...
Herb Huey......

John Goodman................

David Black....

Excel

Herb Huey......
Mark Burrell ...
Fortran

Herb Huey......

Genealogy

Stan Sabin ......
Preston Hill ...

HP 95 LX Palm Top

Don Lafferty ...
Hardware

John Goodman .........ou..

Harv Haight ...

Mike Wierman ...cve..n....

David Black ....

Lans

Mike Wierman .......e.......

Lotus 1-2-3
Lia Varner.......
Herb Huey......
MAS 90

Christian Maln

1, CPA ...

6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends.........894-4040

9pm.-1l pm.............546.0820
6:30 p.m.-10 p.m..........525-1608
12 noon-12 midnight...895-3195
I pm.-8 pm. M-F

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Wkends 830-9203

6:30 p.m.-10 p.m......es, 525-1608
9 a.m.-12 noon....c...... 777-2130

6:30 p.m.-10 p.m..........525-1608

5pm.-9 p.m. M-F........968-7307
%am-%pm.........5892-1291

ADYHme coveneniiniiens 665-7269

12 noon-12 midnight...895-3195
9pm.-11 p.m...cerne.. 546-0820
6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends.........894-4040
3Jpm.-8 pm. M-F

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Wkends .830-9203

6 p.m.-8:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends......... 894.4040

8 a.m.-6 p.m .......(310) 987-0632
6:30 pm.-10 p.m.......... 525-1608

%am.-9 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends.........966-5339

Off-Line Muil Reader

Steve Burnside..............,.. 11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. .........722-0327
PCTools

Preston Hill .......ocooonnnee. 9am.-%p.m. ... .892-1291
{PCShell)

PAF

Preston Hill ..o 9 a.m.-9 p.m. v 892-1291
Stan Sabin .o, 5 p.m.-9 p.m. M-F........ 368-7307
PAF Disk Doctor

Ted Carpenter

9 a.m.-12 noon............ 756-9346
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3D STUDIO/ANIMATOR PRO  3RD SAT
Co-SIG Leader: Bob Weil 714/953.2218
Co-SIG Leader: Karen Moyers 714/774-3234

This SIG covers 3D Studio and Animator Pro with discus-
sions on various related hardware and software preducts.
Check the HOT-LINE for the topic.

AMI-PRO
SIG Leader: Stan Sabin 714/968-7307

This SIG covers Lotus Ami-Pro for Windows. We
will continue to meet on the 3rd Thursday.
In October we will show more new features of
Ami-Pro V3.0 and share tips & tricks.

BBS 3RD TUE
SIG Leader: Bob Ottke 714/759.1515

Monthly work party on the BBS. Meet in the
office area of the SIG SPACE.

DATABASE 2ND WED
SIG Leader: Bob Schmiedeke 714/536-1178

This SIG discusses various database programs,
specializing in dBASE. In October Mike
Sorenson will present dBIV pop-up pick lists.

3RD THU

DOS and LANGUAGES 1ST SAT
Co-SIG Leader:  Chris Lloyd 714/894-4837
Co-SIG Leader: Bob Peringer 714/633-3232

Designated Guru: John Goodman 714/895-3195

This SIG covers DOS, helping you to take command
of your PC. At the October meeting Charley
Lovin & Bob Basaraba will demonstrate DrDos.

FRAMEMAKER 1ST THU

SIG Leader: To Be Announced 714/ -
SIG Coordinator: Walt Strong 714/557-7008
NEW S81G. This SIG covers FrameMaker 3.0. The
October meeting will be a kick-off and organi-
zational meeting with a look at FrameMaker.

GAMES & ENTERTAINMENT 2ND FRI
Richard Williams 714/891-8795
This SIG covers the latest games of the major

companies showing strategies and hints on a broad spectrum

of games. At the October meeting ICOM will present the
CD.ROM, live-video, version of "Sherlock Holmes".

Sig Leader:

MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS

GENEALOGY 3RD MON
SIG Leader: Stan Sabin 714/968-7307

For beginners to experts. If you know a little about Gene-
alogy ot a lot this SIG is for you. In Qctober we will show
GEN-BOOK and NOTE TOOL, and share PAF tips &

tricks. Please bring your questions. Everyone welcome!

GEOWORKS 4TH FRI
SIG Leader: Bob Basaraba 714/559-6539

This SIG covers GeoWorks Ensemble and related
topics. We will access on-line services including

OCIPUG's BBS, using GeoWorks, in October.

GEOWORKS (DAYTIME) 3RD TUE
SIG Leader: Reg Roberts 714/642-5399

This 4 P.M. SIG covers GeoWorks Ensemble for
beginners and those who want to know more about

GeoWorks. Check the HOT-LINE for the topic.
GRAPHICS 2ND THU
SIG Leader: David Carroll 714/775-3130
Designated Guru: Dave Lorenzini 714/496-3050

This SIG covers hardware and software products in
computer graphics and animation. Dave Lorenzini
will demonstrate Autocad 12 (at the beginner
level) at the October meeting.

HARDWARE 4THTHU
SIG Leader: Bob Basaraba 714/559-6539

This SIG is one of the most popular, judging by the
strong attendance. At the October meeting we
will discuss UARTSs, and follow-up on the co-

processor conundrum.

MODEM 2NDTUE
SIG Leader: Bob Ottke 714/759-1515
Designated Guru: Rich Sabin 714/965-6734
New Day. Reach out and access the whole world

of information through telecommunications.
Patrick Chen will conduct a "Tour" of local (&
maybe remote) BBSs at the October meeting.

MULTIMEDIA 1ST WED

Co-8IG Leader Dave Carroll 714/775-3130
Co-SIG Leader Richard Villa 714/841-6991

This SIG covers hardware and software products for
use in Multimedia presentations, including the new
MPC specifications. We will cover both end-user
applications as well as development tools. At the
October meeting Knowledge Adventure will

show their MultiMedia authoring tool.

ARE WELCOME AT ALL SIG'S

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP (SIG) GUIDE

OYCTORFR1QQOD
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NEW USER/NEW MEMBER 1ST SAT
SIG Leader: John Lunsford 714/995-0947
This is the best SIG to attend first. The meetings runon a
repeating 4-month cycle, this month the Second of the four
presentations will be given. You may start at any point in
the cycle.

NETWORK ATHWED

Co-SIG Leader: Michele Miller 714/842-9925
Co-SIG Leader: Clement Tang 714/854-7021
Co-SIG Leadet: Larry Tseung 714/552-7618

NEW SIG. The next few meetings will focus on the latest
trends & concepts in the field of networking. At the
October meeting we shall discuss details of the N-Way
Technology introduced in the Sept 24th Hardware SI1G.
Suggestions and comments are welcome.

05/2 2ND SAT

SIG Leader: Dave Lorenzini 714/496.3050
Designated Guru: Steve Schiffman  714/531-0376

Come learn about what OS/2 is all about and what
this new operating system can do for you. At the
October meeting CD-ROM usage under O8/2
2.0 will be demonstrated along with the
MMPM/2 MultiMedia extensions software.

PERSONAL FINANCE ATHTUE
SIG Leader: Max Lockie 714/644-0103

This SIG discusses the various financial packages
for the PC. At the October meeting we will
look at Quicken 6.

PROGRAMMING 2ND SAT
SIG Leader: Wendy Sarrett 714/733-9906

This SIG covers various aspects of programming
and programming languages. Jim Morley will
discuss "User Interface Design’ at the October
meeting.

REAL ESTATE

Contact Person:
Contact Person:

2ND SAT
714/536-8444
714/754-7045
Jointly sponsored by OCIPUG and several local

Boards of Realtors, this is one of our largest SIGs.
Check the HOT-LINE for the Qctober topic.

Meets from 8 to 10 AM. Beach Pacific Escrow,
16401 Gothard St. (NW corner Gothard & Heil),
Huntington Beach.

Jim Dickerson
Tom Sutro

SPREADSHEET 1ST TUE
SIG Leader: 714/964-1901

This group covers popular spreadsheet programs, including
Microsoft Excel, Lotus 1-2-3 & Quattro Pro and shareware
products, for both beginners and advanced users. We will
look at a Quattro Pro for Windows Video, and Quattro
Pro 4.0's command line and @ functions in October.

WINDOWS DRAWING 3RD THU
SIG Leader: 714/722-03217

This SIC will cover intermediate and advanced
topics relating to CorelDRAW! and other drawing
packages. We will look at CorelDRAW and
other packages in October.

Meeting starts at 6:30 PM.

Neil Carman

Steve Burnside

So. Cal. Graphics Resource Center, 38 Corpo-
rate Park, lrvine - Near Jamboree & Alton Pkwy.

WINDOWS NT. 1ST FRI
SIG Leader: Dave Black 714/830-9203

New SIG. This SIG covers the Microsoft Windows
NT Operating System. At the October meeting
we will look at a Beta version of Windows NT.

WINDOWS 3.1

SIG Leader: Richard Villa 714/841-69%1
Asst. SIG Leader: Steve Burnside 714/722-0327
This SIG covers the Microsoft Windows 3.1 Operat-
ing System and with discussions on various related
hardware and software products running under
Windows 3.1. At the October meeting we will
discuss Windows shareware. Please come with
your guestions. “

WORD 2ND MON

SIG Leader (Word for Windows):

William Domingo 714/968-0706
SIG Leader (Word 5.5):

Dave Lorenzini 714/496-30350
Both Microsoft Word for Windows and Microsoft
Word 5.5 (DOS text & graphics) are powerful and
popular word processing packages. The Word SIG
covers each of them. Check the HOT-LINE for
the October topics.

WORDPERFECT
SIG Leader:

3RD WED

1ST MON
310/594-4144
W-310/491-3081
Jeff Sinn 714/175-2390
Come and learn about this popular word processing
package. Check the HOT-LINE for the October

topic.

Susan Novak

Contact Person:

e e Y SUIINE



GENERAL
MEETING

MEETING
LOCATIONS

MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

Saturday, September 26th, 1992 - 9:00 AM to Noon

Knowledge Adventure
Microsoft - Windows NT

= 8:40 to 9:00 AM - Random Access!

Orange Coast - w S1G Space N

College __ Huntington arrer
Costa Mesa N Beach D
2701 Fairview Rd. N ) 17632 Metzler

General Meeting: = Lane, Suite 211 e

Science Hall {next to Dh"-f:‘ U SIG Meetings: 5 3 N
ghekr.nistr.y Bldg.) E%‘:IP %%ﬂ _E Take elevator to E i-? 5 N
arking in campus Ind floor. £

lots available off __:_ mum\ < E PZrkinzoirn lot or : i g

Adams or Merrimac. \ —1) on street L _/

Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG) was formed in 1985, and has become one of the

largest and most respected User Groups in the country.

OCIPUG, a non-profit corporation, is an all-volunteer organization which provides PC enthusiasts
with an opportunity to gain knowledge and gives assistance to those who need it

Membership includes:

/ subscription to README.DOC, the monthly newsletter published by OCIPUG
/ discounts on Public Domain, Shareware and User Supported software

/ access to the OCIPUG RBBS private telephone line

7 cligibility for monthly raffle at General Meeting

If you would like to become an OCIPUG member please call 714/843-2048 and request an applica-
tion for membership, or write: OCIPUG, PO Box 6100-211, Costa Mesa, CA 92628-6100.

OCIPUG SIG GUIDE camera ready copy produced with: Microsoft Windows 3.1, Aldus PageMaker 4.0, Corel Draw!
2.0 & Publisher's Paintbrush for Windows using an HP LaserJet Il with Pacific Data Product's PacificPage XL &
PacificType PostScript-compatible cartridges, including Adobe downloadable fonts. Graphic illustrations by Richard
Villa, Steve Burnside, & David Carroll.

SIG Chairman - Walt Strong - (714) 357-7008 - Deadline for November Calendar: Saturday, October 10th.

- T OCTOIRFERAOGD



PerForm
Richard Sinor ...ccocevuvenes
Q&A

Quattro Pro
Preston Hill oueeorvieivirenns

Quicken
Preston Hill ..oooevvvevernen

Ron Ross.uieeeiiiinieenrinnnae

Quickpay

Stacker
Ventura Publisher

Windows
David Black .......coovenrnens

Mike Wierman vovovvvevern,

Hard
Drives
o 5239
120 Mb: $309
200 Mb: %429

425 Mb: $989
513 Mb: $999
IDE-NQ Card:
$39.95

Mark Burrell ....................
Terry Currier ...cccovveeernnnan

Mark Burrell ....ooviveiecveennn.

Harv Haight ...cocevnenee.

John Goodman..............,

Steve Burnside ....ocoueuinan.
Darren Major....ovvevennn,

.6 p.m.-10 p.m...............970-1323
9 a.m.-12 noon............. 777-2130
8 a.m.-9:30 a.m.

7:30 p.m.-% p.m...nneeee. 774-2018

.9 am.-9 pm. .., 8921291
9pm.-12 pm.ne.. 777-2130

HDam-9pm.........B892-1291

.6 pm.-10 p.m. M-F......964.5137
Anytime Wkends
6 pm.-10 p.m. M-F.....964.5137
Anytime Wkends
9p.m. - 11 p.m............. 546-0820

12 noon-12 midnight...895-3195

.3 pm.-8 p.m. M-F

2 a.m.-8 p.m. Wkends .830.9203
.6-9:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends.........894-4040
11 am.-8:30 p.m.......... 722-0327
8 a.m.-2 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends......... 646-6504

COMPUTERS

Same Location Scace July 31. 1983 -Ouer G Yeare

Word
John Goodman .............. 12 noon-12 midnight...895-3195
WordPerfect Products
Susan Novak ......ceueee, 5-8 p.m. M.F......(310) 594-4144
WordPeifect
Mark Burreli.................. 9a.m.-12 noon....en, 777-2130
Preston Hill.....ooonciiinnn, 9am.-9 pm. . 892-1291
Mike Wierman ........oeco.... 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........894-4040
Linda Leydekkers ............ 10 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F.....968-0924
Susan Novak ..o 5-8 p.m. M-F.....(310) 594-4144
XTree
Richard Sinor ..c.ocvvvceeren. 6 pom- 10 pmm, v, 9701323

(Editor’s note: If you would like to be listed here as a
volunteer to help with any PC-related subject please give me
acdll at 644-1017 or leave a message on the BBS. We need
volunteers in many more software and hardware areas. The
success of this program depends on your help. Jean Stevens)
|

HARDWARE and SOFTWARE
APPLE i - IBM and Maclntosh
since 1982

Mother Bds
386-33 SX:
169,95

~ 386-40 DX:
219.95
Local Bus
Board Accepls
486-5X-25,
DX-33, DX-50,
 DX-250866

18 mos Wamranty

Like a .
ROLEX"

Long Term
| VALGE
——

Landmark
2.0 Speed
Rating:

Tape Software
Formatted Tape

REPAIRS
UPGRADES

Reasonable Rates

33 MHZ 386

M 386 - 33 Mhz 32 bit SX processor

B SVGA 1024 x 768 color monitor
B 85 Meg IDE Hard Drive w/MS DOS 5.0
B 1meg RAM, expandable to 16 Mb

M 1.2 MB floppy drive

B 101 Enhanced keyboard

M Mini Tower or Small Footprint case
M 220 Watt UL approved power supply
M 1 Parallel, 2 Serial, 1 game Port

i I Ail Documentation/Manuals Incl'd

Al—
VISA

If you can find a lower price
GARDEN or EDEN
WILL BEAT IT...mavaE

Full details in our store

714-841-4994
Fax: 848 1399

16485 Magnolia St.
Westminster, 92683

1 BLOCK No, OF 405 FWY ’
9 AM - BPM MON-FRL.....10 TO 5 SAT

ASTERCARD




INDUSTRY OPINION SERIES

REFLECTIONS ON THE

PERSONAL COMPUTER

Peter Norton

At the beginning of each year,
Time Magagine recognizes the
most significant force of the past
year. Much to the dismay of some
readers, Time Magazine's Man of
the Year for 1982 was not a per-
son. Rather, it was a machine:
The computer.

Time {January 3, 1983) charac-
terized 1982 as “the year of the
computer.” It concluded that the
greatest influence for good or evil
was not “a single individual, but a
Process, and a widespread recogni-
tion by a whole society that this
Process is changing the coyrse of
all other processes "

It was 1982 when the IBM Pe;-
sonal Computer began making its
way into offices, schools and
homes around the country. There
were predictions then of the many
benefits we were to enjoy as a re-
sult of the computerization of our
lives. Millions of us would be able
to generate, evaluate, and leverage
a large amount of data. We would
appreciate immense gains in pro-
ductivity,

There were fears as well. Some ar.
gued that if limited to only certain
professionals, the computer might
create an elite group of intellectuals,
Others feared that by automating
the work place with computers, we
might dehumanize our lives and put
ourselves out of work,

In hindsight, we see that the first
ten years of the personal computer
Were a remarkable period of tremen-
dous change in our lives. We also
see how well that designation of

} “man of the vear” has held up.

-
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FULFILLING THE PROMISE,
BUT NOT THE FEARS

Introduced in the ate summer
of 1981, the IBM Personal Com.
Puter catalyzed the growth of the
microcomputer industry. [t ush.
ered in what we caj the “informa-
tion age” and over time, enabled
USers to get their work done more
quickly and in a more democratic
fashion in wha¢ has become a
global village.

The free flow of information
that PCs enabled ensures that de.
Partment managers and employees
have data that i critical to their
jobs and theijr success. PCs leveled
the playing field for small and large
businesses. By putting online infor-
mation services and spreadsheets
at the fingertips of smal] busi-
nesses, PCs gave equal power to
small and large operations, fueling
entrepreneyria] enterprises.

The personal computer encou-
aged the development of new mod-
els of business organization by
moving computing power and in.
formation from centralized MIS de.
Partments, which controlled who
received what information and
when, to networks ofworkgroups
throughout a corporation.

Those promised productivity
gains have been realized, although
we've had to change the scorecard
along the way to recognize it, Ap
outgrowth of the Industrial Revoly.
tion, traditional productivity met.
rics measured how many goods
were manufactured. Byt as early as
1982, more than half of 4] em-
ployed Americans earned their ljy-

——

ing not by producing goods, but by
exchanging various kinds of infor.
mation. Hindsight shows us that
the personal computer was per-
fectly positioned to help these
"knowledge workers” exchange in-
formation,

As a result, we've seen huge
gains. The PC has enabled us to
automate project planning and £;.
nancial analysis, to keep better re.
cords and to deliver better
Customer service. We cap keep the
production costs and schedules of
printed materials on target, Over
the growing number of computer
networks, we can communicate
more easily with customers, veq.
dors, fellow employees and friends
around the world. These gains can.
not be measyred by how many wid-
Bets we move off the shipping dock
at the end of each month or
whether we've progressed to a four.
day work week,

The fears that some high-tech
prophets raised in 1982 today
make for humoroys reading. The
intellectuyal tuling class that some
predicted mighe arjse did not mate.
rialize, Instead, PCs have had a de.
Mocratizing effect; they have put
information and tools into the
hands of 5 public larger and more
widespread thap every anticipated.
Publishing, for example, is no
longer the domain of specialists
with expensive, Custom systemgs,
Anyone can do jt.,

Far from having a dehuman;s.
ing effect, the personal computer

as encouraged more interaction
between people on a wider scale,

e have not beep replaced by
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computers; they have become an in-
tegrated part of our lives.

LOOKING AHEAD
As the IBM Personal Computer

catalyzed the microcomputer indus-
tryin 1982, | see new software as
the catalyst for 1992 and beyond. In
1991, customers invested nearly
twice as much in PC technology as
in mainframe technology. But the
sobering fact is that of the $55 bil-
lion in new machines in the U.S,,
about 62% will replace ot enhance
older models. There’s an important
message in those numbers. In the
second decade of the personal com-
puter, we need to reach both exist-
ing and new users. We need
software that makes using a per-
sonal computer, or whatever form
an individual’s computer will take,
akin to driving a car. Fortunately,
we are past the “crank-start” era of
PCs. The Macintosh interface and
Windows offer the equivalent of air
conditioning and cruise control.
The software that will bring per-
sonal computers to new users will
make a computer more usable: Eas-

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

of personal Compyg,,

i A

ier to learn, easier to use, and easier
to get more work done without in-
flicting major time or financial bur-
dens. It will balance the latest
powerful technology—hot new fea-
tures—with a turn-the-key-in-the-
ignition approach. As we install per-
sonal computers across networks
and into every part of an organiza-
tion, this software must ensure that
the user’s information is secure
through virus protection, security
and data recovery facilities. If shar-
ing information is what we do, that
information must be secure.

One major challenge for the sec-
ond decade of the personal com-
puter is to ensure that those people
who were dismayed in 1982 by
Time’s selection of the computer as
“Man of the Year," are no longer
disturbed. In fact, our challenge is
to ensure that those people are read-
ing Trme on their personal com-
puter.

Copyright© 1991, APCUG, All
Rights Reserved. Permission granted
for reproduction in official publications
of member organizations of the Asso-

ciation of PC User Groups.

Peter Norton, founder of Peter Norton Computing, is one of
the early software pioneers of the computer industry. With the
introduction of The Norton Utilities in 1982—the first set of
utilities software for personal computers—Peter started and
defined the software utility industry. As the author and co-author
of numerous books on the personal computer, including Inside
the IBM PC—the original PC bible—and his popular PC Week
and PC Magazine columns, Peter's name, face and crossed-arms
profile has become synonymous with the personal computer.

PRODUCTS
FOR
REVIEW

Jean Stevens, Editor

The products listed below are
available for review by Club mem-
bers. If you would like to be a re-
viewer for any of these products,
or want more information, please
give me a call at 644-1017.

The ground rules are that the
reviewers are required to write a
minimum 300 word review for
README.DOC within thirty
days of receiving the product.
Upon receipt of a satisfactory re-
view, the product then becomes
yours to keep, subject to the
manufacturer’s license agreement,
restrictions and limitations. These
are complete applications with
documentation, not demo disks.

SOFTWARE:
PC Write Advanced Level 4 -

This word processing upgrade
includes countless program
enhancements.

SEPTEMRBFR 1992
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Bafch File Basjcs

Michael Springer

Last month there was a casual mention of emulating
subroutines in batch files. Real languages support vari-
ous ways of using sections of a program many times
with varying data but withour the bulk of having the
lines of the sections occur many times. One method of
conserving memory and disk space, reducing typo er-
rors while writing the program, and generally simplify-
ing a program is to use subroutines.

The boss/worker batch file set printed in the June
1992 issue of README.DOC used the smaller file to do
repeatedly a simple task with different data each time
the task was performed. The action of nesting one batch
file within another is similar to using a subroutine in
that the routine itself was written once, but it is per-
formed more than once with different results because it
is given specific data for each pass.

The now-infamous FOR-IN.DO batch command
can be used to cause a single action (following the
DO) to be performed many times using a different
value of data. (The boss/worker batch file set used
the FOR- IN-DO to pass data to the nested batch
file. Instead of a nested batch file, a single DOS
command can follow the DO.) Note that only one
value from the set of elements in the (set) of the
FOR-IN-DO command changes for each iteration.

DOS’ ability to manipulate environmenta) vari.
ables provides a mechanism for emulating subrou-
tines. The key to the emulation js providing a way
for control (the program sequence) to be returned
to the portion of the program that called the subrou-
tine. In QBasic, the GOSUB command has a buyilt-
in way to note where the program detour started
and must end. And, in QBasic, the RETURN com-
mand works hand-in-hand with the GOSUB to re-
turn control to the proper place. Unfortunately,
batch language supports only the GOTO command
which does not leave any markers or bread crumbs
to indicate how to get back to the start of a detour.

By clever use of string concatenation and environ-
mental variables, one can create a goto :LABEL com-
mand that acts like the RETURN command of QBasic.
The label is modified by data ‘passed’ to the batch file
subroutine. This is easier to demonstrate than to ex-
plain. Study the following batch file. Then create and
run it. After seeing it actually happen you can reread
this article and it should make a lot more sense.

Subroutine emulation and plenty of environment
space {created by the SHELL statement in CON.
FIG.SYS) permit many pieces of data to be passed to the
subroutine section. For your own edification, modify

PAGE 16 | README.DOC

SUBRTDMO.BAT to pass several environmental vari-
ables to the subroutine and make the subroutine display
the values to prove that they really can be used.

HE] SUBRTDHO.BAT

t: last revised 8/31/92
€ECHO OFF
cls

:tMODULE--A
set data=info from module-a
set routine=1
echo This is the module-a call
echo to the subroutine
goto :DORQUTINE

$RETURN1
echo back from subroutine
echo called from module-a
pause
rem goto :MODULE-B

:MODULE-R
set data=info from module-b
set routine=2
echo This is the module-b call
echo to the subroutine
goto :DOROUTINE

:RETURN2
echo back from subroutine
echo called from medule-h
pause
rem goto :MODULE-C

iMODULE-C
echo The main part of the
echo batch file has resumed
echo in module-c,
rem goto :MODULE-D

:MODULE-D
echo This is the last part
echo of the bateh file, so
echo be sure to direct
echo execution to the end
echo label.
goto :END

Continued next page...
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goto :RETURN%routine%

t$—===—=— Subroutinesg -=-=-=-
:DORQUTINE

echo.

echo This data was passed to

echo the subroutine - -

echo ***x $datat *+*

echo Returning now.

echo.

COMPUTIMES by Clark & Harkins

Marvin takes a no-nonsense approach to software tools.

PORDOS

Easy. Visugi Access i Your DES Fies and Programs

217 e
Yersion 1.0

Special Limited Time
User Group Price: ONLY $59

Supgested retail price $179 - SAVE $120
CALL 1-800-343-4714

Now There's an Easier Way to Work in DOS!

24 hours 7 days - of use coupon B35

The Norton Desktop™ for DOS combines an easy-to-use, visual interface with

an array of utilities that make computing in DOS easier, faster and safer for the

everyday user. It allows you to easily access, manage and protect your data,

without DOS commands. This all-in-one package gives you:

m Automatic menuing. Launch applications with a mouse click or keystroke.

| Norton's award-winning backup and data recovery tools to protect your files.

® Scheduler to automatically run programs.

®m The only colorful, animated screen savers for DOS.

m Over 60 file viewers to see files without having to load any application.

m Dependable Norton AntiVirus to automatically detect and eliminate over
1,000 viruses. 60-day money-back guarantee, and MORE!

YES! - Please send me The Norton Desktop for DOS now.

Name Send coupon to:

Company __ Symantec Fulfillment Center
Address Attn: User Group Offer
City/StatesZIP P.O. Box 5224

Daytime Phone ( ) Englewood, 0) 80153-5224

[ Check enclosed [ visA L) MasterCard ') AMEX
Numge as it appears on card (please print)

Offer Expires 10-31-92

One product per user group member

Acet # Exp Date ! !
Disk Size (X325 35 SYMANTEC,

$59 + 38 (shipping and handlingy =  __ $67 _ Toual
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SIG REPORTS

AMI PRO

Preston Hill & Stan Sabin

Stan Sabin opened this initial meeting of the Ami Pro
SIG, with fifty-four OCIPUG members in attendance,
and announced that the next meeting would be on
THURSDAY night, 17 September, rather than on
Wednesday night. The October meeting will be on
WEDNESDAY night, 28 October. No meeting is sched-
uled for November as the normally scheduled night
would be the night before Thanksgiving Day.

Ami Pro version 3.0, is rated tops by several maga-
zine reviewers including the latest issues of PC Maga-
zine and Computer Shopper, (and Stan). Ami Pro has
been available for about 2 1/2 years, Microsoft Word
for Windows about 2 years and WordPerfect for Win-
dows about 9 months, so it is easy to understand why
Ami Pro could be superior to the others for Windows
word processing. Windows, version 3.1, (or O5/2) is
considered essential for successful use of this latest
version of Ami Pro. For those wishing to remain with
a DOS word processor, Stan still recommends Word-
Perfect 5.1 for DOS (he has been a WordPerfect user
for 10 years).

A show of hands revealed that some 14 of those
present use, or have used, WordPerfect. Others are us-
ing Microsoft Word and/or Word for Windows, Ge-
oworks, Q&A Write, WordStar, or other word
processing programs—with several others being vet-
eran Ami Pro users.

The actual demonstration of Ami Pro was delayed
pending the connection of three small monitors in
place of the large TV screen. The Jovian box for the
TV had been sent to the manufacturer for upgrading
to eliminate the flicker and the over-scan that ob-
scured the top menu bars. For some unknown reason,
connecting the three monitors gave only mono-
chrome displays—much to the disappointment of
viewers and Stan, as Ami Pro displays excellent color.

Ami Pro is one of the rare programs that gives true
WYSIWYG displays on a monitor in that the display
can be EXACTLY like the actual final print—size,
shape, spacing, etc. If the user has a color printer,
Ami Pro will display AND print the true colors. It has
so many new features that in many cases it could be
used in place of a desktop publishing program.

Ami Pro can DIRECTLY convert WordPerfect
documents to Ami Pro format via the Switch Kit func-
tion. Ami Pro supports: Adobe Type Manager, True
Type, and Type 1 fonts (even using mixed types in the
same document); provides full on-line context HELP;

SMART MERGE to merge data from dBASE, PARA-

DOX, etc. into AMI-PRO letters, envelopes and la-
bels; drag & drop with a mouse to move blocks of
text ot graphics around a page or any other page (cut
& paste may be better if moving between pages); Fast
format to quickly change colors, fonts, ete. (NOT for-
matting a disk); Auto merge to grab addresses from a
letter and print labels or envelopes; File pull-down
menu that includes the last 5 files worked; and a
grammar checker in addition to the usual spel
checker and thesaurus.

Stan demonstrated many of the features via a
{Quick Tutorial and then concentrated on the many
features of the enhanced smart icons bars. Ami Pro
permits storing numerous different icon bars and
quickly retrieving any specific one to replace the cur-
rent bar. Ami Pro provides a very wide selection of
standard icons. Additional icons may be customized,
as desired, to include special keystroke commands or
extensive macros. The insertion or order of place-
ment of any icon on the bar is easily performed.

Total installation of Ami Pro, including the Word-
Perfect-to-Ami Pro Switch Kit (which greatly helps
experienced WordPerfect users to immediately con-
vert to Ami Pro}, and all the context sensitive Help,
etc., requires up to 12ZMB of disk space. However,
the installation can be tailoted for a notebook to in-
stall the minimum files required in a minimum disk
space of 5 MB. Or, the user can customize the instal-
lation, selecting whichever functions he/she desires.
[tis also recommended to have 2-3 MB for storage
of the documents the user creates.

During the break, midway through the meeting,
Stan conducted drawings for ten free copies of Ami
Pro v3.0 to be shipped to the winners directly by Lo-
tus Corporation. Joy Sabin assisted in the drawings
by pulling the winning tickets out of a box. (Joy and
Stan were the only members ineligible to win a
prize.)

One other feature that Stan demonstrated was
the absolute ease in creating a table in a document,
as well as, the simplicity in having Ami Pro create a
graph from the most basic amount of data. The ease
of switching from the different types of graphs includ-
ing bar charts, 3 dimensional bar charts, pie charts,
exploded pie charts, can all be done with or without
an accompanying legend. Stan emphasized several
times that there were some members of the group
that knew a lot more about Ami Pro than he did,
but he wanted to get the SIG going so that all could
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SIG REPORTS

benefit from each other’s knowledge. It is planned in
future meetings to utilize the talents of several other
members of the group in showing us all the many
wonderful things that can be done with this fantastic
word processor. In months to come we will discover
many of the other new and existing features and we
invite any of you that are interested in a Windows
word processor to join us. M

PROGRAMMING

Wendy Sarrett

In August we discussed Coherent, a low-cost, 32-bit
Unix clone. This is a powerful multitasking operating
system for the PC requiring a minimum 10MB of hard
disk space. We demonstrated this system with two
users simultaneously using the machine, one at the
main keyboard and the other logged on from a termi-
nal plugged into the serial port. In September, the
topic will be Windows NT from the programmer’s per-
spective. In October, the topic will be user interface
design. &

CUSTOM COMPUTER

CUSTOM PROGRAMMER
& COMPUTER CONSULTANT

For the Small-Business Professional who wanis to keep it
SIMPLE!! You won't have to learn everything about
computers. From-a simple data base to multiple inlercon-
nected files. If you’re tired of all the “space” talk and want
to getitdone in plain English, give us a cali!!

WE FEATUREQ & A
Very Reasonable
Henri Pierre Laborde
(714) 895-2432

GENEALOGY

Preston Hill

As usual, Stan Sabin and his able assistant, Joy, set
up and had everything running early for the 17 Au-
gust 1992 Genealogy SIG. At the initial Q&A ses-
sion, Stan noted that KINWRITE can print notes
without including the “!"” by designating no print tags.
Stepchildren, and children other than from the desig-
nated husband-wife marriage, should be entered as if
there was a marriage with the child’s actual relation-
ship described in the NOTES.

Stan then demonstrated PAFVIEW for Win-
dows. PAFVIEW is a shareware program to display
2-6 generations and print 4-generation pedigree
charts from PERSONAL ANCESTRAL FILE
(PAF) data. A specific starting individual is picked
by pointing with a mouse or using GO TO and the
RIN. Future versions of PAFVIEW will provide
printed Family Group Sheets, cascading Pedigree
Charts, and more than 4-generations per page on
Pedigree Charts.

Next, Stan demonstrated, and displayed around
the room, charts showing descendants in boxes
printed using another software program called
BROTHER'S KEEPER (shareware version 5). Each
generation is displayed on a successively lower hori-
zontal line. Printing may be done on a dot matrix
printer in banner mode to give WiiiiDE (sic) charts.
Stan and many others prefer to enter and store data
in PAF but use BROTHER'S KEEPER for some spe-
cialized printing. Stan sold, at his cost, copies of
BROTHER'S KEEPER on 3 hi-density diskettes
which also included all the documentation files for
both versions 4.5 and version 5.

FAMILY ATTIC is another shareware program
that translates typical genealogical terms into nu-
merous non-English languages. This would be espe-
cially valuable for those tracing ancestors
throughout Europe and the former Soviet Union, as
well as in Jewish or Yiddish.

Tables of individ uals with Henry numbers were
shown that which had been printed using Ann
Turnet’s new version of HENRY. Future issues will
probably be commerdal. Flenry numbers designate, in
successively higher numbers, the relationship between
individuals. E.g., individual number 1's first son would
be numbered 11, and the first son of the first son would
be 111— Stan's Henry number is 12241155521, if
measured from William The Conqueror.

When the Genealogy SIG started we reviewed all
the major genealogy programs in both commercial
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SIG REPORTS

versions costing from $35 to $300, as well as share-
ware versions. The group took a vote on which pro-
gram to use and by an almost unanimous vote, they
chose PERSONAL ANCESTRAL FILE since it was
the easiest to use. And the price was right!

Stan will hold a PAF beginners meeting some Sat-
urday morning in October or November. Those in-
terested should let him know as soon as possible.
PAF is the most widely used genealogical record pro-
gram in the world and is made available by the Mor-
mon (LDS) Church for under $40, including
shipping. It has four basic parts:

Family Records (FR) for the entry of all genea-
logical data and printing of Pedigree charts, Family
Group charts, and various other charts.

Genealogical Information Exchange (GIE) for the
exchange of genealogical information between directo-
ries, other computers, and programs other than PAF. A
standardized protocol, GEnealogical Data COMmuni-
cations (GEDCOM) is the program used.

Research Data Filer (RDF) is a database program
used to record and track source data such as clip-
pings, notes and the like.

PAFCOM is a communications program used
with modem. It is seldom used as most genealogists
prefer to use some other program such as PRO-
COMM, BITCOM, SMARTCOMM, TELEX, etc.

Stan will NOT have discussions about Research
Data Filer (RDF) at any meeting soon, as there has
been too little interest shown in learning RDF and
there are too many other facets of PAF that every-
one wants discussed. However, Joan Lowery's book
(from San Diego) gives an excellent description of
RDF and how to use it. RDF is a database program
based upon dBASE Il and is bundled with PAF.
Joan Lowrey makes good use of it to store and track
het raw data, source notes, clippings, and the like.

It was announced that a new issue of Ancestral
File on CD-ROM disks will probably be available at
the numerous Family History Centers (FHC} in Sep-
tember. Submissions to Salt Lake of data from every-
one are strongly encouraged. No longer does Salt
Lake require that the input be proven correct—just
submit the best data available so others can benefit.
Corrections, additions, deletions to existing recotds
on the CD-ROM disks are also encouraged and may
be made by ANY user. A four-page bulletin de-
scribes the procedure. This bulletin is available from
Stan or any FHC.

In the September meeting, specialized reports
and also Match and Merge will be covered. Anyone
interested in doing genealogy with a computer is in-
vited to attend. B

GEOWORKS

Audrey Wolden

Sixteen people attended the August session of the Geo-
Works SIG which consisted primarily of questions and
answers. [t also led to explicit instruction by Guru Bob
Basaraba on such basics as word wrapping and delimit-
€ers.

Interesting information: Using Windows applica-
tions in a 286, you can't swap Windows out and
switch to GeoWorks, but you can set up an icon to
run Windows, then switch to GeoWorks. This will re-
quire a good deal of swapping time, Bob cautions...
GeoWorks allows you to see everything from the
menu if you have DR DOS 6's task swapper. Win-
dows will run with DR DOS, which gets highest
praise from Bob. It also comes with a disk compres-
sion utility called File Link which links two files to-
gether and is similar to Stacker.

It answer to the difference betweeen character
and bit map mode, you can make your printer into a
bit map device using GeoWorks. It will print in text
mode, relying on the font in the printer and will also
use draft or final copy mode, but this will be slow. Bit
mode may require 980,000 bits to print one charac-
ter whereas character mode takes eight bits.

With Mike Springer’s always able assistance at the
computer, Bob demonstrated how to work with
graphics and text. Tip: make the graphic a separate
paragraph and/or add a space before inserting the
character, or graphic, you are adding to the text.

The session concluded with, among other topics,

a discussion of the order of magnitude of objects, us-
ing the simile of parents and child to describe para-
graph, line, word, and character. To access these
areas it requires from four clicks of the mouse for the
paragraph to two for the word. Although the header
and/or footer may be empty, they combine with body
to make a set. With six clicks you de-mode the para-
graph (i.e., reposition the cursor). “So, what do you
want for 90 bucks?” asks Bob Basaraba.

Fot more knowledge—including quotes from Aris-
totle, imputed to have said, “Don’t just mouth
words,"—attend the GeoWorks SIG meetings. B
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WORDPERFECT

JeffSinn

The subject of the August WordPerfect SIG was Ad-
vanced Macros. For the purposes of this discussion,
let’s define advanced macros as those which are cre-
ated with WordPerfect's macro language and contain
programming commands for flow control and decision
making, as opposed to simple macros, which record
keystrokes entered from the normal screen and are
played back upon demand. To go directly to the
macro editor, press Home, then Ctrl-F10 (Macro De-
fine). You can also use the editor which comes with
WordPerfect Office. This has some advantages over
the built-in editor, such as full screen operation, the
ability to print the macro, move/copy sections, and
merge macros together.

When editing a macro, pressing command Lkeys
will insert the specified command. Most editing
keys, however, edit the macro itself (rather than in-
serting the command). You can use tabs and hard re-
turns in the editor to make macros more
readable—they have no effect on the operation. Re-
member that spaces, unlike tabs and HRts, are ex-
ecutable macro commands. To insert returns, tabs,
cursor movements and other editing commands in
the macro, you must enter Command Insert mode.
For a single command, press Ctrl-V, then the next
key pressed will be inserted into the macro. To en-
ter a series of commands, use Macro Definition
(Curl-F10)—commands will be entered until Ctrl-
F10 is pressed again.

Following up on last month's introduction, SIG
Leader Susan Novak continued with the details of
how to create a simple Menu program using WP’s
macro language. From within the Edit Macros win-
dow, you access programming commands by using
the Macro Commands key Ctrl-PgUp. Many macro
commands need a tilde (~) after them or between a
variable name and text. For example, to assign a
value to a variable, the syntax is {AS-
SIGN}var—~expr~, where var can be a single num-
ber 0-9, or a name which can be any length (only
the first seven characters are used by WP, so care
needs to be taken to make sure those are unique). If
there is a problem with a macro running properly;
tildes should be the first thing to check. Particularly
in complex macros, it is easy to leave one out. Also,
turning the {DISPLAY ON} and slowing down the
{SPEED} can help in debugging.

The Menu macro was completed using WordPer-

fect’s implementation of familiar programming tech-
niques such as subroutines, transferring control to a
new macro, if/then/else, goto, case, and prompting
for user input. Graphic characters can be used to
draw boxes, and letter choices can be highlighted or
undetlined to assist the user in making a selection.
You can also include some advanced error trapping
using the {SYSTEM} and {STATE} variables,
which can test for conditions such as invoking the
macro when a document is not empty, block is active
(or not active), user is in a menu rather than the
main editing screen, and the like.

If you are interested in learning more about mac-

ros, Gordonn McComb's book, WordPerfect Macros &
Templates is highly recommended. B

WORD

William Domingo

At the July Microsoft Word SIG, features using the
Find and Replace command to insert glossary text and
change formatting styles were demonstrated in Word
for Windows 2.0. A weel’s worth of daily reports origi-
nally done in block style without headers, footers, and
line spacing between paragraphs were entirely modi-
fied using Find and Replace commands.

First, a glossary of the header and footer were cre-
ated from a previous document and saved to the glos-
sary list. Then a unique style for the header, and
hanging indent style for the body text, were created
and added to the styles list.

The header glossary was copied to the clipboard
together with the first word in all the reports: DATE.
Then, Find and Replace was told to find DATE and
replace it with the contents of the clipboard— ~C
in the replace box, or SHIFT+INSERT in the re-
place box if less than 255 characters are used.

The footer was copied to the clipboard with each
day's report of identical ending text, then Find and
Replace was told to find this ending text and replace
it with the clipboard contents.

Find and Replace was then told to replace the
date style with the header style, and the normal
block style with the hanging indent style.

Finally, to add a blank line between all paragaphs,
Find and Replace was told to find all paragaph marks
(7P} in the find box and told to replace with
P 7 Pin the replace box and the revison of the
document was completed. W
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MINUTES OF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
AUGUST 27, 1992

(As Submitted by Sunny Lockie)

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

Stephen Burnside, President Max Lockie

Preston Hill, Treasurer Sunny Lockie

Terry Currier Bob Ottke

Robin Clark Stan Sabin
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT

Richard Villa, Vice President Bob Basaraba

Ginger Buck, Secretary Jim Bonacci

John Goodman, Past President

MEMBERS AND GUESTS

Tom Stolp, Parliamentarian Michael Springer

Allen Ashley Walt Strong
Dean Raustadt Sharon Raustadt
Thurman Wade

The Regular Meeting of the OCIPUG Board of Direc-
tors convened at 6:45 p.m. at the SIG Space with
Stephen Burnside presiding.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 27, 1992

Stan Sabin moved to accept the Minutes, Robin
Clark seconded and motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Preston Hill presented the Treasurer's Report. After
the Board reviewed the report, Stan Sabin moved to ac-
cept it, Bob Ottke seconded and motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

President Steve Burnside presented John Goodman
as the Nominating Committee Chairman appointment.
Stan Sabin moved, Preston Hill seconded, “that the
OCIPUG Board ratifies John Goodman as the Nominat-
ing Committee Chairman.” Motion passed. Membership
Committee Chair Robin Clark reported 952 active
OCIPUG members. Preston Hill moved, Sunny Lockie
seconded, to accept the Membership report. Motion

- passed. Program Chairman Terry Currier reported that
the Silent Auction made $508.00. Next month there
will be nominations for election of officers and directors,
as well as Bill Gross showing Knowledge Adventure and
Microsoft showing Windows NT. Preston Hill moved,
Bob Ottke seconded, to accept the Program Committee
report. Motion passed. Bob Ottke presented a report on
the statistics of BBS use, and said we have new doorway

software. Stan Sabin moved to accept the BBS report,
Sunny Lockie seconded, and the motion passed. Walt
Strong, SIG Chairman, and Allen Ashley, SIG Space
Coordinator, reported that the club’s computer has
been reformatted and all SIG leaders who wanted to
have used the Tape Backup System. Remote software
will be installed for help via modem. A Sign Out Log
Book for equipment removal has been established. A
database of equipment has been started and inventory
tags are contemplated. Stan Sabin has an engraving pen
to lend if needed. The Jovian Box at the SIG space is
not ours, but a loaner from Jovian while ours is being
repaired.

OLD BUSINESS

The Board discussed further the possibility of South
Orange County Computer Club utilizing OCIPUG's
BBS. Stan Sabin moved, Robin Clark seconded, that
“President Steve Burnside notify SOCCC that it is not
feasible to enter into a joint BBS operation.” Motion
passed. A letter was presented from author Michael
Springer requesting clarification of copyrighted articles
in the README.DOC The Publication Committee will
meet to make policy recommendations to the Board
next month.

NEW BUSINESS

Steve Burnside reported that the 386 chip is missing
from the motherboard donated to OCIPUG. This
causes concern for security at the SIG space. A signifi-
cant number know the lockbox code to the office.
There is a need to have a telephone available for SIGs
and other meetings. Donations will be locked in closet
or cabinet rather than deny access to anyone until an.
other workable solution to the problem is found. Stan
Sabin will get pizza for the board meetings. Dean Raus-
tadt asked when another club picture would be taken.
The Program Chairman says perhaps in October.

Sunny Lockie moved the meeting adjourn at 8:20
p.m. and motion passed. W

(Editor’s note: The above minutes do not become official
or certified until adopted by the Board at their next Board

meeting.)

|
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in README.DOC every month,

FORGET TO RENEWI!

As a courtesy to OCIPUG members, the

memberships up for renewal are published

AUGUST 1992 FINANCIAL REPORT
Preston Hill, Treasurer

IS YOUR NAME LISTED BELOW? DON'T

Unrestricted | Tim Smith
Funds Scholarship
Fund

THESE MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE IN

Joseph Bollinger
Leamon Calloway
Stephen Clarke-Willson
James Clymer
David Conniff
Craig Courtright
James Creager
Steven Currier
Terry Currier
Tracy Day

Jerry De Ainza
Tony de Witte
Bill Deason

Chip Dever
Douglas Duchene
Lionel Dyck

Dee Epley

Elton Epley

Toni Federe
Loretta Fowler

SEPTEMBER

Max Adrian Kenneth Gordon
Abe Antler Don Hebert
Ellen Antler Jim Hicks

Vance Avis Gail Jaynes

Rod Ayers Sumner Kaufman
Sharon Ayers Bill Keel

Joe Baker Ralph King

Tom Baker Hank Kunczewski
Peter Baldwin Tuong Le
William Ball Wes Leland

Jetry Bell Vicki Lloyd
David Black Pegey Macadudin

Roland Malone
Bill Mancina
Joseph McGuire
Walter Miller
Donald Nickles
Pete Plesz
William Reinhardt
Steve Riddle
Phyllis Solomon
Robert Spence
Billie Stewart
Michael Tarkantan
Tom Toner

Karen Ver Wayne
Mark Waelde
Gene Wall
Patricia Wendorf
Robert Wendorf
Beecher Young
Judy Young

INCOME

............

$ 3,071 57

General - Interest Income 5 25.07
Contributions 5.00
Library - Sales 170.00
Membership Dues - New 450.00
Dues - Renewal 2,385.00
Advertising - Newsletter 150.00

EXPENSES

Total Income

3 Slesorl o

SpRDanaG s S

General - Mail Box Service § 123.08
Rentai - OCC Science Hall 180.00
Membership - Postage 29.00
Board - Supplies 40.83
Newsletter - Printing 1,386.74
Postage 250.00
BBS - Telephone 197.79
Capital Expense 126.98
SIGS - Rent-SIG Space 87.00
Maintenance/Repairs 10.77

Total E %

SRR

as Balance August 31 1.992

nstaanad W—v RS
$ 10 188.84|$ 3071 57

Louis Alaia
Richard Black
Ronald Blalack
Edwin Breitenbach
Bill Brown
Doreen Burchert
Jay Burchen

Gail Carr

Jitn Chambers
Olivia Chambers
James Chester
Ron Collins
Dewey Coursey
Debbie Crowley
Richard Derby
Robert Dickinson
John Donovan

THESE MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE IN OCTOBER

Jeannine Englehart
Amanda Feyerabend
George Feyerabend
Lan Feyerabend
Dorothy Foster

Iler Ganz

Patricia Ganz

Joe Giuliano

Joni Goodnight
Ken Goodnight
Robert Goodwir
Philip Grossman
Louis Haselfeld

Bill Hinds

Gary Holtz

Rick Howland
Herbert Huey

Gary Jacobson
Chanda Knaus
Eric Knaus
Ron Knaus
Thomas Kopac:z
Mike Kruss
Peter Kuykendall
Gordon Lewin
Benny Maestas
Chris Malm
A.). Marchin
James Mitchell
John Moore
James Morley
Beverly Mosier
Robert Mosier
Michael Muiler

Joe Nagy Seymour Spiegel
Paul Nelson Anthony Stelmack
Wendy Ochi Michael Steward
Lew Oriard Florence Stewart
Janis Pasquali Rick Sturrus
Thomas Pastore Carl Sufall

W. Mark Pickel Nancy Swan
Kenneth Pollock Peer Swan
Cynthia Riedel Rolland Thomas Jr.
Allan Roberts M. Lia Varner
David Salcida Barwo Wash

Tom Scalese Ruth Wash
Raymond Shaw Cliff Webb

Bill Singleton Sue Weber

Peter Sivgals Evan Williams
Gilbert Smith Lee Zaretsky
Randy Smith
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1992 OCIPUG BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
President Stephen Burnside
Vice President Richard Villa
Secretary Ginger Buck
Treasurer Preston Hill
Past President John Goodman
DIRECTORS
Bob Basaraba 1993
Jim Bonacci 1992
Robin Clark 1993
Terry Currier 1993
Max Lockie 1992
Sunny Lockie 1693
Robert Ottke 1992
Stan Sabin 1992

7220327
841-6991
534.7878
892-1291
895-3195

5596539
650-2922
786-7880
174-2018
644-0103
644-0103
159-1515
968-7307

PEOPLE AND NUMBERS TO KNOW

Membership Robin Clark

SIG Chairman Walt Strong
Program Chairman  Terry Currier
Bulletin Board Robert Ottke
Library Committee  Jim Fort
Equipment Coordinator  Allen Ashley

786-7880
557-7008
774-2018
759-1515
491-3665
537-4608

OCIPUG BBS & MESSAGE LINE NUMBERS

Public Line (1200/2400/9600/14400)
Members only (1200/2400/9600/14400)
OCIPUG Info & Message line

843.0388
843.9248
843-2048

OCIPUG General Meeting Dates
1992

Our General Meetings are held on the last
Saturday of each month unless shown with
asterisk below.

September 26
October 31
November 21*

December 19*

Membership Form

Bring to General Meeting or mail to return address on the back cover

O New ) Renewal 0] Information Update
Have you ever been a member of OCIPUG?
{1 Individual Membership $36.00 per year

Title: Mr., Mrs., Ms., Dr. (Circle One)

First Name: Last Name:

If so0, what is your member number;

Date:

(J Family Membership $45.00 per year

Amount Enclosed: $

Family Members :

Address: Unit No.

City: State: Zip Code:

Home Phone: Wark Phone:

[ consider myself to be: U Beginner O Intermediate 1 Advanced

My computerisa (I None [8083(XT) [Q286(AT) [J386SX (2386 [Q486SX  [Q486




OCIPUG Business Sponsorship Program

OMS)

ENHANCEMENTS

GARDEN OF EDEN
16485 Magnolia Street
Westminster 92683
841-4994

Your support enables us to better serve our members.

If you or your company would like more information on this
program, please call Sunny Lockie at (714) 644-0103 or
(714) 631-2880.
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