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To conduct a Random Access prior
to the 99th OCIPUG General Meet-
ing, we had a youthful, clean-shaven
man vaguely familiar to us. It was
Steve Gibson, of Gibson Research
and SpinRite fame, less his tradi-
tional mustache {shaved off, he con-
fessed, at the request of his bride). In
fielding a wide variety of submitted
written questions and questions
from the floor, he was amply backed
by earlier president John Goodman
and by director Bob Basaraba. It
wasn't, however, until Steve's first
bellowing laugh that we were sure it
was he.

President Max Lockie formally
opened the meeting at 9:07 a.m.
with brief remarks about additional
Microsoft publicizing of MSDOS
6.0, and about resolved minor con-
flicts with Orange Coast College.
An urgent problem has resulted
from the moving to a distant loca-
tion of our librarian; Max has had lic-
tle success so far in finding a
replacement, since it calls for lots of
free time and more than a litcle tal-
ent in summarizing. Vice President
Bob Ottke added his plea for contri-
butions of used 360K 5-1/4 inch
disks, fot a current club project.

In introducing first speaker John
Goodman, Terry Currier mentioned
John's three new books: Hard Disk
Secrets, a deluxe update of Memory
Management for All of Us, and DOS
6.0 Power Tools. Several club mem-
bers had been employed by John in
manuscript preparation and proof-
reading of these three; evidently,
deadlines were hard to meet.

Instead of rehashing what he pre-
sented so well in these volumes,
John chose to share with us details
of a family tragedy that could hap-
pen to any of us in bright, sunny

Southern California, and to discuss
how computerized medical tools licer-
ally saved daughter Sabrina’s life. It
started with just a small spot on
Sabrina’s leg, quickly characrerized
as melanoma, that just as quickly me-
tastasized elsewhere, ending as a
brain tumor. John stepped us
through how a catscan worked: a te-
dious procedure of X-raying sectors
of the head with suitable electronic
sensots, that after compurer digitiza-
tion, provided a three-dimensional
map of Sabrina's brain. He discussed
other computerized technigues used
in her case, such as nuclear magnetic
resonance, to activate hydrogen at-
oms by intense electromagnetic
fields so that finer definition of struc-
ture could be achieved. Not cheap,
these: Typically $800 a shot for a
catscan and $1800 a shot for NMR.
John and his family refused to go
with conventional brain surgery or
whole-head radiation, primarily pal-
liative for melanoma, with debilitat-
ing side effects. Instead, he took
Sabrina for treatment to Boston, the
best of only four centers in the world
with facilities and teams skilled in ra-
diosurgery (others at M. D. Ander-
son Cancer Clinic in Houston, the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, and Hoag
Hospital, close-by}.

For radiosurgery the head is im-
mobilized by a circular brace
SCREWED into the skull, that
makes it possible to map precisely
{and to rreat precisely) the cumor.
First, the detailed scans, then 5-6
hours of extremely fast computation
under the guidance of skilled special-
ists to plot how to program suitable
pathways for a special beam of radia-
tion essentially to miss areas control-
ling major bodity functions and to
KILL—in one session!'—the tumor.

HINE 40073

Harv Haight

The radiation is from a linear accel-
erator, an ungainly device with ics
beam of charged particles passing
through a collimator (a small tunnel
in a massive lead shield) to achievea
tight laser-like definition. All chis on
gimbals and with sensitive servo-
mechanisms to allow full control of
beam movement.

Hearing of this, with its hope for
possible victims within the club, or
related to club members, was reveal-
ing, bur the clincher came with a
ten-minute video that showed for an-
other case just what John described.
Good narrator that he is, John told
us further about Sabrina's plight and
how today she seems free from can-
cer. This twenty-six-year-old young
lady is at home with John and his
family now (and John says she'd love
to hear from interested club mem-
bers at 714-895-3195, to char or an-
swer questions, or just to boost her
morale by letting her know someone
cares).

John's talk was a hard act to fol-
low, but Steve Gibson did a fine job
of warning us of a few bugs in
MSDOS 6.0, unpublicized by Mi-
crosoft. Steve hates {and Steve
doesn't pull his punches!y DOU-
BLESPACE,; this feature among oth-
ers has led to Steve's embarrassing
delay in delivering SpinRite 3.0 and
his substirution, instead, of SpinRite
3.1 {promised delivery before you
read chis in late June). Incidentally,
after hearing Steve, [ went back to
three hard drives with DOU-
BLESPACE installed, checked fur-
ther into MSDOS 6.0, and with
many problems got rid of DOU-
BLESPACE and reinstalled

Continued on Page 22...
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SHAREWARE

You have all heard many of the stories about Share-
ware. It is junky, buggy stuff written in spagherti
code by some would-be programmers. It is an ex-
cellent source of viruses. It is all crippled, and if
you don't send in the fee, you don’t get the full
benefit of the program. Documentation is lousy,
and it takes you forever to figure out how it is
supposed to work.

Have you heard those stories? Well, nothing could be
further from the truch! Many of our best and most popu-
lar programs started out as shareware—ProComm and
SpinRite, to name just a couple. One of my favorite pro-
grams, QModem, is still available as shareware, but the
new commercial QMPro is worth the purchase price.
True, some of the documentation is lousy, but much of it
is very good. Also, does all of your commercial software
come with excellent docs? The virus charge hardly mer-
its consideration. By far, the greatest amount of share-
ware circulates via bulietin boards. Every reputable BBS
will take extraordinary measures to protect their soft-
ware, and YOU, from viruses. [ truly believe that you are
more likely to get a virus from some improperly handled
commercial pack than you are from shareware.

Are the programs crippled? Not if the author is a

member of the Association of Shareware Professionals.

Everything with the ASP stamp of approval is a fully
functioning program. True, when you register the pro-
gram, you may also get a few extra goodies, and you will
get 1id of the nag screens. These shareware authors, for
the most part, have to be good. They are not depending
on advertising nor a lot of hype to get you to buy before
you know what the program is all about. They expect
you to use the program, and say, “Gee, this is a winner!
That person deserves the registration fee.” And off goes
your check. Don't they wish! No one really knows how
much shareware is registered, but some estimates run
around 10-15%.

Are you now running shareware that you have had
for, say, six months and still haven'’t registered? Well, I
have quite a lot in that category. But most are programs
that just sit there on the off chance that I may need
that handy litde utility someday. The ones that I really
use frequently are mostly registered. Do me a fa-
vor...Pick out your number one shareware program this
month, and send in your registration check. Think of
the long hours of programming, debugging, and revising
that the author did, and say, “Thanks!”

MISCELLANY....

One of the best things that has happened to our BBS
deserves even more recognition than it has already re-
ceived. Many of you (over a hundred?) are now con-
necting with the ACEEX 14.4 modems that were
procured, configured, and sold to OCIPUG members at
VERY arttractive prices through Bob Basaraba, and he
didn't make a cent on the deal.

Bob Ottke

Generally, when a new, low-priced modem makes its
appearance, I look at it with a great deal of skepticism
until it has been in use a while. When Bob says it is
good, though, you can count on it! He is one of our
most computer-competent members, We are lucky to
have such a wealth of knowledge within OCIPUG. But,
if you call him too often, he'll start charging you, and
he ain't cheap!! In spite of that, Bob spends a LOT of
time for OCIPUG. He acts as Leader of two SIGs, and
participates extensively in several others. You elected
him to the Board of Directors, and he represents each
of you very well at every meeting.

While we try to keep the supply of shareware up to
date and interesting, the BBS is a lot more than a
source of files. You have a permanent Random Access fo-
rum for all those questions that you have. Someone in
OCIPUG knows the answer to your current problem.

Recently, some of us have put up some controversial
guestions and statements just to stimulate some new
message traffic. The idea was prompted by Jim Buch’s
observation that if there is a section of a library dedi-
cated to Women's Studies, why not one for Men's Stud-
ies? That undaunted Canadian Ukrainian Basarabian
jumped right in by observing thar Men’s Studies goes un-
der a different name: Philosophy. Mark Burrell can al-
ways be counted on, too, for some stimulating
comments.

So, how about cranking up those new, hot modems
and getting into the fray? Incidentally, not all of the
comments represent our true beliefs, but are only there
to prod all you guys and gals into some action.

We can all have some fun on the BBS, but lets be
sure that the messages go to the proper Conference
area. If you want to express some controversial opinion,
that belongs in Politics. Those conference areas are set
up so that anyone interested in only one or two topics
may access them without gerting involved in topics that
do not interest them. Most important of all, keep the
Main area open for general, computer-related messages.
Obviously, everything should be non-offensive, and in
good taste. Since that is such a subjective judgment, my
decision will be final...anyone violating this rule will be
shot ...or drowned ...or hanged. Well, maybe we’ll just
change your password!...
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“Ami Pro 3.0 takes the lead over Microsoft® Word
as the Windows word processor to beat”
— IrfoWorld 9/28/93

“You can learn to use Ami Pro. .. in about a day.

Put the manuat in a drawer as a first step”
— Forbes 2/93

“Lotus Ami Pro 3.0 offers an unbeatable
combination of peerless usability, top-level features
and fastest overall performance.’

- Software Digest Ratings Report, Vol. 9, #6, 9/92

“| Ami Pro] is simply the best word processor
anywhere in the universe. .. Note to WordPerfect

users: Switch to Ami Pro and join the 21st Century”
— Chicago Tribune 3/26/93

“[ Amni Pro] is full of clever features that make

your work easier and faster”
— Byte 9792
“Ami Pro is raising the bar in the Windows™

word processing sweepstakes.”
~ 100 Best Produets of 1992, Windows Magazine 2/43

And to think the folks
who said all this

probably paid full price.

“No other package can mateh [Ami Pro’s| ambition,

its range of functions, or the sheer pleasure of using it."
- PC Magazine 1/12/93

“Ami Pro 3.0 is the best word processor on the market. ..
it} goes the competition one better in every respect.”
— PC/Computing 12/92

We can only imagine the words AML PRO NOW sels and Fast Format, you'll find Ami Pro
they'd have for us if they knew about this easier and more intuitive than any word
deal. For a limited time, 800 Software® processor you've tried before. We even
is offering User Group members the have a SwitchKit to make your transition
world’s best word processor, Ami Pro FOR USER from WordPerfect® absolutely painiess.
302 for just 99 bucks. GROUPS ONLY || cail 1-800-SOFTWARE today and

No other word processor matches Ami Pro for

ease of learning and ease of use. With features like

™

QuickStart on-line tutorial, one-click Smartlcon

get Ami Pro 3.0 for §99* At this price, you'll have

P 800 -SOFTWARE

things to say.

BT AmiPro30

Word Processor for Windows

*Qifer expires 23193, validin US enly Compehuve upgrade Catl for a list of eligihle word processors Exdacation-przeed Lotus products not inciuded. Not tn beeomhined w rh any ofner offer Have vour current sard processot feady when
. you rali, ©1993 Lotus Development Corporat:on All rights reservad Lotus anat Ami Pro are registeras tradem atks and Smartleons are & trademaark of Lotus Developmeat Corp ~ st 820 Software 15 a registered trademark of 807 §oftware Ine
v WordPerfect is a registercd trademark al Word Perfect Carporation Microsoft is a registered tracemark and Windows is 4 tradermack of Microsoft Corporation. Adobe Pype Manager a the ATM ings are registere tratrmarks of Adobe Systems, Ine B




Herb’s

Herb Huey

TROUBLE IN THE LAND OF PENTIUM

After many delays, Intel’s Pentium is here. Early bench-
mark tests indicate that the Pentium is nearly twice as
fast as the fastest 486/66 MHz machine. Pentium uses
the standard Intel recipe for developing successful
CPUs. Take the best design features from the 386 and
486, mix in a modest amount of new technology, and
insure that old applications will continue to run on the
newest generation of CPUs.

Besides the 3.1 million transistors and the 64-bit ex-
ternal data path, the Pentium is packed with new fea-
tures chat increase performance and efficiency:

* A superscaler design and dual pipelines that al-
lows the Pentium to perform at the magical one
instruction per clock cycle boundary between
CISC (complex instruction-set computing) chips
and RISC (reduced instruction-set computing)
chips.

* Anp improved FPU (floating point unit) that
speeds up floating point calculations berween 5
and 10 rimes faster than 486s.

* Separate internal caches for data and instruction
code to keep the CPU humming at full speed.

* Branch prediction where the CPU draws a road
map of where the instructions are likely to go and
then plays traffic cop. Intel claims that this fea-
ture alone boosts Pentium performance 25 per-
cent over the 486.

* Internal parity checking to detect internal proc-
essing errors.

* Power management operation, similar to the one
used in the 486SL, so that low power usage can
be enabled in future Pentiums. This feature will
not mean much with the initial 60 MHz and 66
MHz CPUs but the anticipated 100 MHz unirts
are expected to move to power saving 3.3 volt op-
eration by reducing the 0.8 micron (0.8 millionths
of an inch) line-widch technology to 0.6 micron.
Plus, applications that are recompiled to take ad-
vantage of the Pentium's superscaler architecture
will run ac least 30 percent faster than before.

All these performance enhancements move the Pen-

tium ever closer to workstation performance levels.

‘HomgomL

So if the Pentium is so great what is the problem?
Glad you asked. Price is not the real big problem. As ex-
pected, Intel’s initial offering of Pentiums will cost at
least $900 a chip in quantity. The first Pentium-
equipped offerings are likely to go as network servers or
for power hungry users who used to seriously consider
workstations for their needs. Initial systems are likely to
fall in the $5,000 to $10,000 range and up. After a year
or so prices will drop as Intel increases production or
when 486 demand starts to wane. Intel expects to ship
a staggering 40 million 486s and 386s in 1993 so don't
expect Pentium prices ro drop very much for at least a
year as Intel milks maximum profit in 486s. But the
same was true of the 486, 386, 286, and 8086 when
they first hit the market.

There are a number of hardware issues that system
vendors must face as they design their state-of-the-art
Pentium-equipped PCs. Vendors who expect to just
slap a Pentium into a 486 motherboard are in for a very
rude awakening. With over 3 million transistors, the
486 heat problems pale next to the Pentium. The 66
MHz version is expected to operate at 160° F. Intel is
providing system vendors with thermal models so that
they can pay close attention to fan and component lo-
cation. You can expect plenty of hear related problems
when the first Pentium equipped PCs come out.

Another problem is speed. The initial Pentiums will
be offered in 60 MHz and 66 MHz versions. The re-
mainder of the system motherboard—system buses,
memory, and video-—-must be carefully designed to
keep up and take advantage of the speed of the Pen-
tium. There is absolutely no room for careless design or
sloppy manufacturing tolerances. You can expect a
wide variance in performance for the early Pentium
PCs as vendors work out their solutions. Also Intel has
strongly hinted that cthere will be many flavors of Pen-
tium and 100 MHz versions will be out one day.

Faster speeds also mean tighter tolerances. Pentium
is fabricated using 0.8 micron BICMOS technology and
the 66 MHz version draws up to 13 watts. Future ver-
sions will have to be manufactured with even tighter
tolerances, 0.6 micron or even (.3 micron technology.
For the system vendors, experience in building high-
speed computers is a must if they expect to build a high-
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performance PC. Those who don't have the experience
may not be able to master the steep learning curve. This
will become evident by the end of the year just by look-
ing at a magazine with many advertisements, like Com-
puter Shopper, and noting who offers Pentium PC
models. The good news is system vendors must design a
quality product from the start.

As if these problems are not enough, faster comput-
ers also bring in another design problem—RF interfer-
ence. Vendors will have to use the best cases they can
find to house the Pentium. This will probably mean
heavy meral cases with special gaskets to prevent RF
emissions from leaking out. A coveted Class B rating is
going to be a lot tougher for vendors to obtain from the
FCC for their Pentium models. You, the consumers, are
going to have to rolerate higher RF emissions if you ever
open your Pentium PC case. Don't be surprised if your
neighbor is angrily knocking at your door because his
TV or radio plays nothing but hash while you are mak-
ing mods to your system. Lastly don't forget the motto,
Pentiums require strong backs!

Design engineers must also pay more attention to per-
formance bottlenecks. A lightning-fast CPU like the
Pentium will often expose weaknesses with other system
components. Many Windows users have already discov-
ered that their fast 486 can get bogged down without an
accelerated video or local-bus video. Most of the high-
speed 486s use local-bus or EISA technology to increase
bus performance. Many systems will have to double or
quadruple the secondary cache from 256K to 512K or
even IM. High performance drive controllers are being
used to break up the hard disk bottleneck. Likewise, the
Pentium design engineers will have to exploit every
trick up their sleeves to deliver the performance that us-
ers will expect. Besides all these hardware issues, the
Pentium and Intel face competition right out of the gate
from other potential manufacturers and from advanced
RISC chips coming to market. But that’s a subject for
next month.

SIGNING OFF

I finally got my modem working! I bought one of the
ACEEX modems that Bob Basaraba and Jay Benesh
offered for sale. This is the third modem that I have
bought and [ was afraid that this modem would suffer
the fate of my two previous modems. I was determined
to get this one working. | finally called Bob Basaraba in
desperation after a week of trying to get it to work.
Quickly, Bob determined that | had an address conflict
with the Com2 port. Bob asked me if I had disabled the
Com?2 address setting on my serial card since I have an
internal modem. My serial card?!! | didn't realize that
my serial card could cause a serial port conflict. My pre-
vious experience with modems (back in the dinosaur
ages) was with the external types that connected di-

rectly to the serial port.
Well, my face was red but Bob didn't laugh too hard

and my modem wotked just fine. | logged onto the
OCIPUG bulletin board that very night for the first
time. Thanks for your understanding, Bob!

Two months ago, [ received an interesting ad for a
forecasting program, Crystal Ball. This is an Excel
spreadsheet add-on that extends the capability of Excel
to perform what-if forecasting. [ felt that chis software
would help me in my work and since the $99 offer fell
within my buy (ouch) point for software I sent off for a
copy. Crystal Ball surpassed all my expectations! It uses
a technique called Monte Carlo simulation to combine
all your assumptions into a forecast chart that shows
the entire range of likely ourcomes to your problem and
the likelihood of achieving any specific case. An exam-
ple will help to illustrate the power of this software.

Let's say that you are considering becoming the lat-
est slum lord of the 40-unit La Palms apartment com-
plex. The going rent is $500 and you expect to rent
between 30 to 40 units in any given month. You expect
your operating costs will average $15,000 per month.
Set the problem up in Excel and run Crystal Ball. De-
fine your assumption cells, attach some probability dis-
tributions to them, and let Crystal Ball rip!

Crystal Ball will essentially roll the dice and come up
with a different scenario for each trial {month). Run
about 200 trials and look at the forecast chart to deter-
mine your probability of earning a cerrain level of in-
come. Crystal Ball will tell you that the worst case is a
$3,000 loss and the maximum is a $7,000 gain with the
most likely results falling between $500 and $5,000 per
month. If you want to see the likelihood of an income
of $2,000 or more, move the slider to $2,000 and the
forecast chart will immediately tell you that the prob-
ability is around 50 percent.

This is a powerful forecasting tool. The accuracy of
the simulation depends on your model assumptions and
the probability distributions that you attach to the as-
sumption cells. Fortunately, Crystal Ball gives a nice
primer on probability distributions for people who don't
have a heavy statistics background. Create a good
enough model and you can predict the lottery results or
the horse races. Hmm...I wonder! &
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Scamtless comnection ta your Mac® or PC

using the RS232 Serial fnterface and Agenda lets you manage your

Psian Link software for direct access (o Share data and docunients with schedule more effectively. Flag
the desktop's disks. Additionally supports your PC or Macintosh® for imporiant dates, mainiain a rnning
Xomodent and Ymodens, plus a range eveR greater productivity. to-do list and track crucial notes.

of printers including Postscript®
Windows graphic

fnterface with pull-down
merus, dialog boxes
and o1 screen help.

A full-feature word processor,

Microsoft® Word compaiible.
including style sheets and ouu’meK
Pre-emprive multi-tasking operating system
and windowing interface deliver the

performance of a powerful desktop from N

more restricied hardware platform.

16 bit CMOS 8086 compatible
processor with custom power
maiagentent.

Built-in loudspeaker for alarms,
schedule notification and
Auttematic DTMFE Dialing.

Communications facility lets /

the Psion Series 3 talk te a
range of printers and modems

Password protection and data
encryprion for tetal security
whterever vou go.

Push the Help bution for msmm/

on-fine help in any applicarion.

PSION INTRODUCES THE MOST POWEI

It is a small wonder, but no surprise. In 1984 we invented the Organizer, created a worldwide
market, sold over a million units and watched as others copicd us. Unlike them we continuet
innovating. Now we’ve redefined the palmtop market by putting desktop industry-standard

16-bit power with a Windowing soltware environment into the palm of your hand. It's MS-DOS
file compatible, multitasking and has two solid-state disk drives expanding the memory to 4 Mbyte
with its award-winning design and software system, the PSION Series 3 lets you wriie a note or
a novel (Word compatible}, check your schedule, create a database or an address book, write a

@ 1993 PSION. te, All righes reserved. PSION and the PSION logo are registered tradvmarks on PSION PLC We achuevledae reasiened tadeimarks as opeity of dior o

GOEXSUOEXRYOTIXBLOEXELOEXSYLOENESYNOBIXBUODIINREDSIZ MO BT SIS

NOW AVAILABLE AT: Best Buy « Burdines « Century 21 « City Cellular « F
LA Tronics » Laptop Superstore « Lechmere » Shw
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® 1.0 3® bl MS-DOS® format Solid State Disks, for up 1o =
A Lotus 1-;3‘ mmi?cm‘ rle - 2Mbytes of Flash Memory, offer unrivalled y
spreadsheet with built-in PC based "C o X :
) . o ) data integrity - 110 moving parts and ne >
financial and statistical functions development systems ) i . .
| . l o b ; vl lrattery pewer needed to keep Its memory. =
ap : . ¥ - the professional.
and graphing capability available for the professionc Also battery backed RAM SSDs up to [Mbyte. €
-
A
[+
A 240 x 80 liigh contrast screen =
witl kevboard contrast controls %
| for excelfent visibilin: =
JOF X k AR o
[+
=
-1
{ ACTUAL SIZE =
6.5 inches wide, 3.3 inches deep -
and wnder an inch thick, the ::
Psion Series 3 is the most 2e
comprier power (1 (i least space. &
~z

Remarkably, the Psion Series 3 c:
runs for months of nermal : s
—" use on 2 standard =
>

[+

AA batteries.
A wide range of additional

\ plug-in software on S50 - from 2e
spelicheck/thesavrus to personal =
account/expenses (o games. X
\ Two ports for Solid State Disks €
make the Series 3 a nwin disk £
drive machine! The Series 3 x
will read and write 1o $5Ds. =

L A

[+

The built-in OPL progranuning fas B

fudl aceess to all the nienusdialoy :

e button access to a controls, making it easy to write vour Y
flexible, personal data base. owii specialized applications. <

BYTE - .

Daner of the Byte Award of Distinction and many
[orsiiciicr—] more international awards of excellence

- program, plan a budget (1-2-3 compatible)—or do almost anything you'd do on a desktop. And with
- optional links to connect your Mac or PC and even a software developer’s kit-you've got a

1 computer that will grow to meet your needs in a pack-

., age that {its your pocket. Why buy an organizer, when "
you can have a computer? Call 1-800-54-PSION for more €
information on the Series 3 or the dealer location nearest you. ::

. PSION, THE INNOVATION LEADERS IN PALMTOP COMPUTERS. f
[+
=

N R RO I BB YOI X B oI XXRYO I XS YOI XBR O X alONXRYORANCEAD TS M
. Electronics « Good Guys +» Harvard Coop » Impulse « J&R Computer World
' 'bug + Silo « Tams « The Wiz and many independents.
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PRODUCT REVIEW

DataPerfect 2.3 is a relational, menu-driven, database
developed by the WordPerfect Corporation. The prod-
uct began shipping February, 1993 with a wide range of
pre-defined templates, diagnostic utilities, and in-
creased financial macro capabilities over previous ver-
sions of DataPerfect (some of which I'll discuss later)
allowing ease of use for the beginning database user, as
well as the seasoned programmer. DataPerfect requires
DOS 2.1 or higher to tun on a stand-alone or DOS 3.0
or higher for using its network capabilities. It also re-
quires 256k of free memory and it is suggested that a
hard drive be used to run DataPerfect.

I remember it was not too long ago when [ realized
that I, too, was going to have to walk into the WordPer-
fect world. It started with the obvious word processing
programs {5.0 and 5.1). [ had been using just

DataPerfect Ver. 2.3

Terri R. Hansen

structure and file to describe a table. Just a quick break-
down...A darabase is a system that keeps track of infor-
mation for future manipulation; a table is part of the
database (you can have multiple tables making up one
database). A structure is a skeleton/template of what
your table will contain. A record is a group of com-
monly related fields, as it pertains to the file (rable).
Lastly, field is the smallest piece of information found in
the file; i.e. first name, last name, address, city, state, zip
code are examples of fields in a file. @

DataPerfect 2.3 retails for $495 (U.S.). Licensed Word-
Perfect users can purchase DataPerfect 2.3 for $129 (U.S.)

about every word processing program on the
market and suddenty figured out that most em-
ployers were asking for WordPerfect knowl-
edge. I worked and worked and have become
highly proficient in using the program, and
have since come to appreciate the elegance
and capabilities that the WordPerfect Corpora-
tion has to offer. | recently have also been us-
ing WordPerfect Presentations with much
ease because of the command structure that
they offer. As with all WordPerfect programs,
including DataPerfect 2.3, the basic keyboard
commands are universal. That certainly does
rake the fear out of learning a new product, be-
cause you already have a sense of stability.
Congratulations to WordPerfect Corporation
for their thoughtful planning.

As I mentioned before, some new features
that DataPerfect 2.3 boasts are: Custom

COMPUTIMES by Clark & Harkins.

menus {create your own or remember the tem-
plates mentioned earlier, one of which is their
opening shell which allows you to access all of
your WordPerfect Corporation programs from
one menu); merging capabilities (perfect to
compliment WordPerfect 5.x documents; in-
dexing that allows for as many as 256 indexes
per file, as well as convenient look-up panels
(structure); new utilities allowing for debugging
of database structures/applications.

For all of you new database users, be mind-
ful (and I know it’s difficult to keep track of all
of the terms) that DataPerfect 2.3 uses the
word panel to describe what we know as a

Marvin backs up his 125 meg drive on single-
density diskettes.
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PRODUCITS FOR
REVIEW

Jean Stevens, Editor

The products listed below are available for review by
Club members. If you would like to be a reviewer for
any of these products, or want more information,
please give me a call at 644-1017.

The ground rules are that the reviewers are re-
quired to write a minimum 300 word review for
README.DOC within thirty days of receiving the
product. Upon receipt of a satisfactory review, the
product then becomes yours to keep, subject to the
manufacturer’s license agreement, restrictions and
limitations. These are complete applications with
documentation, not demo disks.

SOFTWARE

Microsoft Publisher — Desktop publishing program.
TrueType for WordPerfect — 101 TrueType fonts
for WordPerfect DOS, WordPerfect for Windows, or
for any Windows program.

BOOKS

Windows Shareware 500 by John Hedtke (comes
with 4 disks) — A Windows Shareware resource guide

Steve Gibson at the May General Meeting...

The Program Committee will
meet 2.30 p.m. after the
General Meeting

on how to find and use over 500 Shareware programs.

General Meeting

Terry Currier

Because last year’s auction was so successful, we de-
cided to do it again this year. So...at our June 26 Gen-
eral Meeting we will have the auction first. The
companies that will be showing their programs later on
in the meeting will be donating software for us to auc-
tion off. Since OCIPUG has to be self-supporting, this
is a great way to raise money.

Borland will show us their great Paradox for Windows
database. Borland has made database work easy and fun.
Dave Jones will be here from Borland.

Symantec will show their just-acquired ACT contact
manager program {one of the best, if not the best, Per-
sonal Information Manager).

Jack Doxey of Lotus will show us the updated Lotus
1-2-3 Release 4 for Windows. They have made it much
easier to use by allowing you to use the right button on
the mouse to bring up a menu. It will even let you man-
age a number of what-if assumptions made by different
usets. For example, you can make variations on sales for
a given product line, identified with a version name, con-
tributing user's name, date and comment. Lotus will give
us some discount coupons for Lotus 1-2-3 Release 4 for
Windows...be sure to come and get one—you snooze,
you lose!

Microsoft will show us??? They had not decided what
to show by press time, bur we know it will be interesting.

As you can see, this meeting will be tight on time for
the vendors to show their programs. Therefore, | have
asked the vendors to stay until 12:30 to answer any ques-
tions after the meeting. W

JUNE 1993
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| Harv Haight

To many non-techies, as our editor calls 'em, the idea of
communicating with other computers, or with mobile
hard drives, or with tape backups through the parallel
port LPT1 (or LPT2) is confusing. “Doesn’t that con-
nect ro the printer?” Sure does! And through that port
data pass 8 bits at a time. Through the serial port
COM1 (or COM2) data pass only 1 bit at a time.

The IBM computers and their clones use sockets at
the back, either mounted upon a metal card support
and available through a slot, or connected to the com-
puter motherboard (into which the cards plug) and ap-
pearing elsewhere than at a slot. The socket used
universally is called a 25-pin female metal shell D-Submini-
ature connector and has two rows of holes—13 holes in
the top row, labeled 1 to 13 from right to left, and 12
holes in the bottom row, labeled 14 to 25 from right to
lefe. The socket is held in place by two hexagonal posts
that ground the metal shell and into which screws
thread that fasten to the socket the plug at the end of
the cable. HINT: When you attach these screws (and
you really should, you know!), don't overdo it—the
threads strip easily!

These holes each connect electrically to a functional
part within the computer. The usual assignment at the

LPT1 or LPT2 port is

1 = (~) Strobe 14 = () Auto Feed
2 =(+)Data Bt ! 15 = {-) Error
3 =(+)DataBit2 16 = (-) Initialize Printer

4 = (+) Data Bit 3 17 = (-) Select Input

5 = (+) Data Bit 4 18 = Ground
6 = (+) Data Bit 5 19 = Ground
7 = {+) Data Bit 6 20 = Ground
8 = {(+) Data Bt 7 21 = Ground
9 = No Connection 22 = Ground
10 = (-) Acknowledge 23 = Ground
11 = (+) Busy 24 = Ground
12 = (+) QOut of Paper 25 = Ground

13 = (+) Select

There’s no problem getring a cable for use with
either a mobile hard drive or a parallel-port tape

NAMEC AN [ DEANKAE DO

backup; all you need is a 15-foot or less cable with one
end a 25-pin MALE plug that fits the socket described
above, and at the other end a 25-pin FEMALE plug
chat looks like the socket. You must insist, however, on
25-line throughput, or a cable that has all holes and pins
connected 1 w 1, 2 to 2, etc. DON'T get a serial cable,
that normally has only nine connecting wires!

Alas, if you want to use MS-DOS 6.0's INTERLNK
program, connecting parallel port to parallel port, you'll
need something else. This also applies to LAPLINK,
various versions, or other, similar programs. LAPLINK
supplies suitable cables in either a plain version or a yel-
low-colored version. From the previous paragraph you
might deduce thar any moving around of terminations
occurs within the external hard drive or tape backup.
With INTERLNK or LAPLINK, the revised intercon-
nection takes place within the cable itself. The follow-
ing table shows how this is done. Incidentally, this table
is based upon circuit tracing of two versions of
LAPLINK cables. A simple buzzer was used, that made
a noise when it found an electrical short between pins.
DON'T try using such a device inside your computer or
on a slotred board. The voltages involved will ZAPP ef-
fectively any static-sensitive semiconductors or 1Cs. The
LAPLINK cables have a MALE plug at cach end (25-
pin male metal shell D-Subminiature connector).

Pin | (no connection either end, or
conmected to second Pin 1)
Pin 2 {connected to second Pin 15)
Pin 3 (connected to second Pin 13)
Pin 4 {connected to second Pin 12)
Pin 5 (connected to second Pin 10}
Pin 6 (connected to second Pin 11)
Pin 7 {no connection)
Pin 8 {no connection)
Pin 9 {no connection)
Pin 10 (connected to second Pin 5)
Pin 11 {connected to second Pin 6)
Pin 12 {connected to second Pin 4)
Pin 13 (connected to second Pin 3}
Pin 14 (no connection)
Pin 15 (connected to second Pin 2)
Pins 16 through 24 (no connection)
Pin 25 (connected to second Pin 25)

Those of you who do shop work can draw from this a
line diagram, although to make up such a cable requires
no more than what is shown. The difference between
rransfer rate via parallel port and that via serial is suffi-
cient for a serious computer buff to go the parallel port
way. Incidentally, in setup programs a question often
asked is “Is your port unidirectional or bidirectional?”
Don't get confused-—the usual PC, namely PC, XT,
AT, 386, or 486 is UNIDIRECTIONAL. IBM's PS/2 is
BIDIRECTIONAL. m
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Backing Up a Laptop to a Desktop
Using DOS 6.0

Tony Camicello

[ remember a time when a product was won during a
club raffle and the winner was obligated to wrire a re-
view of that product for the README.DOC. Well, I
won the DOS 6.0 upgrade at the April meeting and
I'm reviewing one of its features that I found o be
very helpful.

I atrended the rollour of 6.0 in Costa Mesa. Even be-
fore that meeting, | had long pondered the need for yet
another update to DOS. However, the benefits of this
new OS weren't that appealing to me. From reading
the trade magazines, [ decided I didn't need much
more in the way of memory management, [ was already
using QEMM. The ability to trim whole subdirectories
from the directory tree was doable by Quick DOS.
DOS’s SHELL couldn't have gotten much becter. Disk
compression—I already have Stacker available. My an-
tivirus is by McAfee, and the backup feature was weak
and didn’t support tape drives, making my Colorado
Jumbo 250 useless. Little did I know winning this up-
grade would provide me with the answer ro a problem |
have been plagued with for quite some time.

I have always wanted to back up my laptop using the
tape drive already on my desktop. | had been using my

tape backup for awhile (thank goodness, it has saved
my bacon numerous times) before [ bought the laptop.
I then regretted purchasing the internal drive, for now
I had another hard drive to back up, and no way to
connect the two. A hardware solution seemed out of
the question, as there is no bus excender on my laptop,
and I didn’t want to go out and spend another $400-
$600 for a tape drive that could move between ma-
chines. I do own Laplink, but [ needed to have the
Colorado software running for backups, and it needs
to see drives to perform a backup. Running Laplink on
one drive was insufficient because Laplink needs ro be
running on both machines in order for the drives to
communicate with each other. Traveling Software said
they had drivers in ver 3.X that would have worked,
but dropped them for LLPRO (4.0).

Thanks to Microsoft (I thought [ would never say
that without benefit of torrure), I can now use my desk-
top with a tape backup drive in it to back up my lap-
top. | suppose this arrangement could be used on any
other machine that is hooked up to the serial or paral-
lel port in place of the laptop. The procedure uses the
INTERLNK and INTERSVR programs in DOS 6.0,
and a special parallel or serial cable, such as the one
available in Laplink, or from specialty cable suppliers.

To pull this off, you must configure your desktop/lap-
top opposite of the setup shown in the manual. One of
the machines must be running DOS 6.0. To ready the
Client (the desktop in this case}, add the following line
to your CONFIG.SYS file:

device=c:\dos\interlink.exe/drives:5

Now you must reboot the desktop.

To start the SERVER (laptop), type INTERSVR on
the command line and hit enter. The laptop screen will
bring up a screen to show how its drives are configured.
Now, go back to the deskrop command line, and enter
INTERLNK. The laptop will now have information
listed for the Other computer {Client). The laptop
screen will show different drive letter combinations for
different machines, depending on how they are config-
ured. Mine appeared as follows:

This Computer Other Computer
(Server) {Client)
A equals D:
C: (63 mb) equals E:
LPT1

You are now ready to start your favorite tape backup
software. | have the Colorado Tape Backup Software
on the desktop. [ started by telling it to do a complete
backup of drive E: {this is the laptop).

To make this operation less of a hassle, you can in-
stall a serial or parallel switch on the desktop to keep
from having to crawl behind the tangled mass of wires
to-perform incremental backups.

Don’t forget, whichever method you use, be sure to
back up often. B
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‘ ‘ No other program lels you create presen- "Remarkably easy lo use...” “Freelance Graphics for Windmes is a joy

tations so quickly and effortlessly, and Windows Magazine 2/93 to use and does an excellent job in all

TOTE Pays So much attention 1o guiding stages of developing o presentation. "

you through the process” Window Sources 5/93
PC Computing 12/92 MVP Award

The first rule of
any presentation is

Keep it simple.

And itdoesn't get any
simpler tharn this.

Introducing Freelance Graphics Letour SmartMasters
for Windows, Release 2.0. be your guide.
The first release of Freelance Graphics’ won every Only Freelance Graphics has SmartMasters™ to
ajor award in the presentation graphics category. automatically guide you through every step of the
Now Lotus enhances Release 2.0 with new design process. You simply select the look you

features and improved usability that actually - * -

want, choose a page layout, and start filling in
make the simple three-step process even  get

; the blanks. It's that easy.

simpler. In fact, it's now so fast, so friendly and - - FECGRA (hy Just one click brings you a complete array

so automatic, it's actually changing the way of drawing, charting and editing tools, plus on-

people use presentation graphics software. MVP L screen galleries for chart types, symbols, tables,
Now people not only use Freelance Graphics to KM and org. charts. You'll easily create professional

easily create beautiful last minute presentations, ’ quality output in overhead, slide, handout, and

they use it to quickly generate handouts, even for screen show formats. And a new toggle switch
informal meetings. allows you to instantly view your presentation in

“@tfervaanlan 'S el 1 Canaly ¢all 1-S08-GO-LOTUS 21774 Lutys s ol it Coorpena t0n 53 Camnge Pareay, Ciohedgs MANZIEZ 81 pights esernesl Lotiis g
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“Creating a presentation of even (100 stides) “There’s bad news for the competition... “fnuiting and even fun lo use. More , ,

18 absurdly easy—and much easier, in Freelance Graphics for Windows 204 important, [ produced o presentation i
many ways, than with competing even better than its predecessor. This about an hour”
products...” program s ehout as straighiforward BYTE 2/93
PC Week 2/15/03 and easy to use as they come.
PC World 1/93

Chckon:nAcﬁ\lty
g

Fves:lan.ce Graphics - [SAMPLE.PRE}

Just click to view the animated
QuickStart tutoriad It walks you
through your first presentalion in
under 30 minutes.

o Click here to
type bulleted text

: A Just click to browse through a
Click here R gallery of aver 500 editable symbols
to add and maps Or add your own.

B 0 - hudd Syfnbol th Page 10
1. Choose a 1ymbol catagory: “

+poitr. sym P
Lextbox. tym - Concet
lime. s

uk. sym i |_Directosy. ]

| 2 Choose a tymbol (1 of 11; zcroll for more)

b
Sk
, &

Single-click access to powerfitl presentalion tools makes Freelance Graphics easier lo use than I :
any other presentation graphics software.

black and white or color. Freelance automat- ~ GemHgSt( see just how simple it can be.

ically optimizes the design for printing either. arted While you've got us, ask
You'll be amazed at the beautiful results you about our special competitive

immediately generate, without really trying. In upgrade price.

fact, you couldn't look bad even if you tried. And for those just getting into

theworkdscasest presenation Vi e it e
graphics software easy enough foryou? :

SmartSuite:” four award-winning
Call 1-800-872-3387, ext. 8865 to Lotus Windows applications at a
order your free, full- featured working model You N

FUNRY Freelance Graphics 20

Presentation Graphics for Windows

Frectarre Graphees are gsteserl Leademarks and SotsrtSaite and SuuartAasters ae trulmnad s of Latus e plagmene Cuzporati e Winthess s trdbanssh ! A it O angtes
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Last month we discussed the basics of MFC 2.0's docu-
ment-centric application support. This month we are
going to begin a discussion of the tools that support
this paradigm. The tools in question are App Studio,
Class Wizard, App Wizard and the Visual Workbench.
In this article we will present an overview of the tools.
We will review the basic concept of the App Wizard
that we went into depth on two months ago. Finally,
we will discuss the Class Wizard in depth.

VISUAL C++ - An Integrated Approach

In previous articles I mentioned that Microsoft's Vis-
ual C+ + contains a number of advanced tools for the
Windows developer, among them App Studio, Wizards,
and the Visual Workbench. The key feature of all these
tools is their integration. The glue that ties them to-
gether more tightly than such tools were in the past are
the Wizards. Furthermore, the tools provide strong sup-
port for the Microsoft Foundation Classes (MFC) 2.0
and the document-centric program design discussed in
the prior two articles.

WIZARDS - Microsoft’'s Automation
Approach

One technology that Microsoft has incorporated re-
cently into many of its applications is the Wizard, Wiz-
ards are simply functions that automate common tasks
for the user. In an application such as Excel, there are
Wizards for rasks like creating graphs. They have now
incorporated the Wizard rechnology into programming
tools. The results are Class Wizard and App Wizard. The
inclusion of Wizards is one of Microsoft’s major innova-
tions in visual C+ +. These rools specifically support
the developer writing in Microsoft Foundation Classes
{MFC) 2.0. Indeed, Visual C+ + puts a very heavy em-
phasis on MFC 2.0. MFC 2.0 is the modem way to de-
velop Windows applications.

APP WIZARD - Creating Skeleton Apps

We have discussed this tool in depth in previous arti-
cles. App Wizard allows the user to create the initial

Infroduction fo
Programming

Wendy Sarrett

code for a document-based application in only a few
mouse clicks. It creates files for the view, document,
main form and main application classes. It also creates a
skeleton help file if you select that option. Finally, it cre-
ates a default make file. It saves the programmers from
doing their own editor inheritance. We all perform this
operation when starting a new project. That includes
coping over generic sample code and renaming every-
thing, deleting code specific to the sample application,
etc. The code generated is ready to compile and gives
you the first generic view of your app. When using the
document-centric paradigm, this tool will save you a few
hours of development time. Otherwise, you probably
will not use this tool at all. One point [ failed to make in
my prior discussion is that you will almost always need
to change some of the code and resources that App Wiz-
ard creates. In particular, you will have to modify the
button bar (if you chose to create it) and the menu, un-
less your menu items are an exact match with the ones
created by App Wizard. Unfortunately, at this time, the
menu items and button bar items created by App Wiz
ard are minimally configurable. Recall that App Wizard
creates menus and button bars based on the options you
select (printing, OLE, etc.)

CLASS WIZARD — Managing your classes

Class Wizard allows the programmer to manipulate
classes in a number of ways. Furchermore, it is the glue
that binds the resources created in App Studio with the
actual code in the Visual Workbench. One can create
new classes, creare and edit message handlers associated
with the class, define member variables and browse al-
ready existing classes noting associated data and mes-
sage handlers. Member variables created via Class
Wizard can be automatically linked to controls in dialog
boxes or Form Views. (As discussed in eartlier articles,
views are the classes that link documents to the vzer in-
terface. A form view is simply a view that contains con-
trols.) MFC 2.0 uses these member variables in

Continued on Page 18...
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Richard Baznik

Anr, a bright young woman in her :wenties, came
off  :umpoline the wrong way at thie age of five,
ana .ias not had the use of any function below her
neck since that unfortunate moment. She will be
a quadriplegic for the rest of her life. But thanks
to George Austin, a retired physicist and
OCIPUG member, she has been able to regain a
measure of independent living. Using two pro-
grams on the QCIPUG BBS and his own knowl-
edge of computers, George has been able o rig
Ann's computer to enable her to connect to the
rest of the world.

Organizations such as the Independent Living
movement, begun in the early 1940s in Berkeley,
California, have made great general headway in improv-
ing disabled individuals’ capacity for independence.
However, it has been the striking gains in computer
technology in more recent history that have helped or-
ganizations like the Special Technology Center in San
Jose, California, toward the goal of getting significant
numbers of the disabled into society’s mainstream. Lisa
Cohn is founder and CEO of the non-profit Special
Technology Center and its Tech for Tots program for
pre-school children in wheelchairs. Nine years ago Lisa’s
son was born with cerebral palsy. She was told that Mat-
thew would be better able to function with the use of a
computer that took his special needs into consideration.
Moving from Chicago to Mouncain View, California,
and into the heart of Silicon Valley, she and other inter-
ested adults have created a program that permits dis-
abled kids to play, explore, learn and inevitably take
their first steps into the compurer age. Alan J. Bright-
man, manager of the worldwide disability solutions
group at Apple Computer, has said that all that is
needed for a disabled person to operate a personal com-
puter is the ability to move a single part of the body.
Stripped to its essentials, the computer mouse is just an
on-off switch, adding that if someone can just raise an
eyebrow, that's enocugh.

OCIPUG IN GREAT POSITION

OCIPUG members are in a grear position to help in
this movement by virtue of their unique technical capa-
bility, software knowledge, and just plain human com-
passion. Our BBS has two programs that help adapt the
computer to specific human disabilities, and we have
the know-how to put them to work.

The two programs on our BBS are basically the same
in what they do. Their differences will be explained fur-
ther on. Dubbed AccessDOS, they provide special ac-
commodations to the physically disadvantaged without
surrendering the normal computer access procedures to
others who may use the same machines. In the docu-
mentation which accompanies each of these programs,
AccessDOS compares itself ro the curbeuts used on

street corners. T he computer itself, like the sidewalk,
stays basically unchanged and can still be used by every-
one. But just as curbcuts allow people in wheelchaits to
get up on to the sidewalk and use it, AccessDOS lets
the computer user with a disability operate the keyboard
and mouse in a slightly different way, so that he or she
can gain access to the compurer.

AccessDOS does not solve the more specialized prob-
lems, such as the use of the Eyebrow Switch alluded to
above, or the Sip and Puff controls that paraplegics and
quadriplegics may use to navigate their wheelchairs.
Rather, AccessDOS facilitates the more widespread
problems involving the use of the keyboard and the
mouse.

As described in the on-disk documentation, Access-
DOS is divided into seven basic funcrions. Very briefly,
they are:

StickyKeys — Operating a computer often requires
pressing two keys at once; for example, pressing the
shift key and the 8 key to make an asterisk (*). Some
people find it difficult or even impossible to do this be-
cause they type with a single finger, or with a stick at-
tached to their head or hand. StickyKeys allows you to
press the shift key, release it, then press the 8 key to get
the asterisk. You can use StickyKeys with the shift, con-
trol and alt keys.

MouseKeys — For people who have difficulty control-
ling fine movements of their hand, or in combining such
movements with pressing the buttons or who are typing
with a stick rather than their hands. Using the keys on
the numeric key pad, all mouse movements can be simu-
lated. Yes, even including drag-and-drop.

ToggleKeys — For the visually impaired, this function
substitutes a unique beep for each of the Num Lock,
Caps Lock and Scroll Lock lights on the keyboard.

Keyboard Response Group — Breaks down into three
functions: RepeatKeys, for people with difficulty getting

Continued on Page 30...
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Many of you were wondering what [ meant when I sug-
gested that you track down the necessary part of a mo-
dem setup string that a BBS Sysop or ON-Line service
tech support gives you over the phone for your mo-
dems. | will actempt to show you the thought process
and method that | use to find what's necessary. Just
about all modems (even 1200 and 2400 baud modems)
have the ability to load settings into NON-Volatile
RAM. In addition, most have at least one factory pro-
file from which a technician—like you will be after
reading this—can load parameters into the modem to
get it to ralk to a computer, no matter what. Everybody
who uses a modem can probably use something in this
article, so you need not have one of the ACEEX mo-
dems which I discuss here, for this information to be
relevant for you. Look in your modem’s manual and
you will find the information you need to make good
use of stored profiles. Besides, being a detective is fun
sometimes.

SO HERE’S THE SCENARIO

Suppose we have an ACEEX external 1414V 14400
fax/modem. Further suppose that you have not run any
communications software except for the Bitcom that
came with the club member modems that I supplied. (If
you have, then wait a bit...or is that byre >;} and I'll

program-caused-errors.) If all this is true then the cheat
sheet that I provided with every modem will be che same
as what is loaded in the modem's Stored Profiles 0 and 1
in Non-Volatile RAM. You will find these values on
lines 10 through 23 on the cheat sheet.

NOTE

If you need to know what NON-Volatile RAM actu-
ally is...then buy Dr. John Goodman's Memory Manage-
ment for All of Us. You'll find everything you ever
wanted to know about memory in his tome. For those of
you who want to cut to the chase, what's been loaded in
NON-Volatile RAM doesn't change when the modem
is turned off. Something stored there could change how-
ever, if something is changed with AT commands in the
active profile and then these changes to the active pro-
file are written to one of the stored profiles {either “0"
or “1"). This may be done deliberately by you with the
correct AT commands (which you can find on page 4-5

Let’s have kg
'

Bob Basaraba

suggest what you can do to solve other-communications-

in your manual) or indirectly by any communications
program which includes a command &W in its initializa-
tion string. This indirect occurrence is subtle and most
unfortunate; at least one user at the last Hardware SIG.
had this happen to him and the culprit was, I believe,
QModem. Please be very sceptical out there! Look at
everything, and try to understand it before you use it.
Back to the chase; suppose you have installed the exter-
nal modem and you want to log back into America On-
Line. Unfortunately, when you connect to the network
modems...your modem seems to just hang up. You know
that the modem you have talks to the OCIPUG mo-
dems just fine at both V42.bis and MNPS, so you play
around for another 30 minutes and just get more frus-
trated. You finally call up AOL and get in touch with a
technician. This person tells you to make the AOL
setup initialization string the following:

AT &F0 &Q0 \J1 %C1l \N1 &cCl.

So you try it and it works, AOL works just like you
remember it! Now let's find out why. In order to simu-
late and detect what the technician’s setup string does
to the modem before it calls AOL we need a communi-
cations program. Since I'm writing this in GeoWorks'
Text File Ediror, I used GeoComm so that [ could send
AT commands to the modem, display the changes in
the modem with the AT &V command and drag and
drop the modem’s screen into this document. (BIT-
COM or any other communications program that could
talk to the modem in command mode will do just as
well.) Let's see what happens to the modem after each
one of the technician’s commands are executed on the
way to initializing the modem. In addition, we will com-
pare as we go to see if we need the new effects of each
command as they change the modem’s active profile.
Hopefully when we are done...we will have {earned
something and we will have just the minimal setup re-
quired for AOL.

So away we go...First, we will assume that the mo-
dem has just been rurned on. This means that by de-
fault the stored profile 0 has been loaded into the
modem’s active profile. Notice above that the techni-
cian wanted us to add the command &F0 to the init
string. &FQ tells the modem to load the stored FAC-
TORY profile 0 {look on page 4-3 of your manual).
Here are the results. (Figure 1.)
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A Calendar of Special Interest Group (SIC) Meeftings &
special Events of the Orange Coast IBM PC User Group
(OCIPUG),

For more information on membership, write to OCIPUG at PO Box 6100-211,
Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Call Voice Hot-Line - (714) 843-2048 or BBS - (714) 843-0388
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OCIPUG FrameMaker Meeting
Board Meeting DOS Meets
28 5™ | 29 30 ] 2 3 July 9th
N DOS | RealEstate
© 7 PM1] 8 AM; H.BEV,
WordPerfect| Spreadsheet | Multimedia | Graphics Assoc. of Realtors
Meeting July Programiming
il 4 |5 6 7 8 99" N0 e
O~ Windows Qo
O~ Drawing [23tabasel 3D Studio/
— MS Word Modem Network  |6:30PM; Graphics { Review JAnimator Pro
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2 GeoWorks- GeoWorls
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BBS
18 19 20 21 22 23 |24
No ™ OCIPUG
Personal |dBase III & General Meeting
g) Finance v Sc'O.C.(I:“IaH
Meeting tence
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Vendor's Demonstrations at July SIGs: Central Point (PC Tools 8.0) at the DOS SIG -
July Sth; Digital Communications Associates at the Network SIG - July 14th;
Lotus (Smart Suite for 0S/2) at the 0$/2 SIG - July 10th.

Tentative Vendor Demonstrations at July SIGs (Check the Hot-Line): Western Telematic
at the Hardware SIG - July 22nd.

All Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are held from 7 PM to 10 PM at our SIG SPACE,
located at 17632 Metzler Lane, Suite 211, Huntington Beach unless otherwise listed.
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3D Studio/Animator Pro 3rd Sat
SIG Leader: Bob Weil (714) 953-2218

This SIG covers 3D Studio and Animator Pro with
discussions on various related hardware and software
products. Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

Ami-Pro 3rd Thu
SIG Leader: Stan Sabin (714) 968-7307

This SIG covers Lotus Ami-Pro for Windows. At the
July meeting we will work on importing graphics,
documents and charts from other programs, and
share tips & tricks.

BBS 3rd Tue
SIG Leader: Baob Ottke (714) 759-1515

Monthly work party on the BBS. Meet in the office
area of the SIG SPACE.

Database Review 3rd Fri
SiG Leader: Terri Hansen {714) 536-3423

This SIG looks at a variety of databases. In July we
will continue to look at the fundamentals of data-
base theory and design fundamentals.

dBase Il & IV 4th Wed
SIG Leader: Bob Schmiedeke (714) 536-3963

This SIG specializes in dBase /i and IV. Check the
Hot-Line for the topic.

DOS and Utilities 1st Sat
SIG Leader: Chris Lloyd (714) 894-4837
Designated Guru:  John Goodman  (714) 895-3195
This SIG covers DOS, helping you to take command of
your PC. At the July meeting Central Point will
present PC Tools 8.0.

FrameMaker Ist Thu
SIG Leader: Jim Hunter (714) 843-0555
This SIG covers FrameMaker 3.0. At the July meet-
ing we will continue the review of good desktop
publishing techniques, covering flyers and adver-
tising and their implementation in FrameMaker:
and we will take a look at FrameReader.

Genealogy 3rd Mon
SIG Leader: Stan Sabin {714) 968-7307
For beginners to experts. If you know a little about
Genealogy or a lot this SIG is for you. in July we will
look at PAF's match and merge functions, and at
some new shareware add-ons and share tips &
tricks. Please bring your questions. Everyone wel-
come!

GeoWorks 4th Fri
SIG Leader: Bob Basaraba (714) 559-6539
This SIG covers GeoWorks Ensemble 2.0 and related
topics. Bring your problem files on disk. At the July
meeting we will look at the new features in
GeoWrite including templates, graphics layers and
default documents.

GeoWorks (Daytime) 3rd Tue

SIG Leader: Paul Fuller {714) 662-7801
SIG Leader: Reg Roberts {714) 642-5399
This 4 P.M. SIG covers random access for beginners
in GeoWorks Ensemble 2.0, Bring your problem files
on a disk and we will work on them. At the July
meeting we will continue to look at the new
GeoWorks Ensemble 2.0.
Graphics 2nd Thu
SIG Leader: David Carroll (714} 775-3130
Designated Guru:  Dave Lorenzini (714) 496-3050
This SIG covers hardware and software products in
computer graphics and animation. At the July meet-
ing we will look at Fractal Design Painter 2.0.

Hardware 4th Thu
SIG Leader: Bob Basaraba (714) 558-6539
This SIG is one of the most popular, judging by the
strong attendance. Tentatively, at the July meeting,
Western Telematic will show us how to expand our
COM ports to get 5 serial ports out of one serial
port; and Faximizer, a FAXing device that will
support 8 users on 1 FAX board without a network.

Modem 2nd Tue
SIG Leader: Bob Ottke (714) 758-1515
Reach out and access the whole world of information
through telecommunications. Check the Hot-Line for
the topic.
Multimedia st Wed
Co-SIG Leader: Dave Carroll (714) 775-3130
Co-SIG Leader: Richard Williams  (714) 891-8795
This SIG covers hardware and software products for
use in Multimedia presentations, including the MPC
specifications. We will cover end-user applications and
development tools. At the July meeting we will start
a step by step procedure to design and create a
multimedia presentation. We will return to this
topic every other month until we complete the
presentation. We expect to compliete the presenta-
tion in 3 or 4 sessions.

Members & Non-Members are welcome at all of the SIGs

OCIPUG Special Interest Group (SIG) Guide
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New User/New Member Ist Sat
SIG Leader: John Lunsford {714) 895-0947
This is the best SIG to attend first. The meetings run on
a repeating 4-month cycle, next month the second of
the four presentations will be given. You may start at
any point in the cycle. There will be no New User/
New Member meeting in July. See you in August.

Network 2nd Wed
Co-SIG Leader; Michele Miller (714) 842-9925
Co-SIG Leader: Larry Tseung (714) 552-7618
The next few meetings will focus on the latest trends &
concepts in the field of networking. Digitaf Communi-
cations Associates will demonstrate remote LAN
node at the July meeting.

0S/2 2nd Sat
SIG Leader: Steve Schiffrman  (714) 531-0376
Designated Guru: Dave Lorenzini  (714) 496-3050

Come learn about what 0S/2 is all about and what this
operating system can do for you. At the July meeting
Lotus will present their Smart Suite for 05/2.

Personal Finance 4th Tue
SIG Leader: Max Lockie {714) 644-0103

This SIG discusses the various financial packages for
the PC. There will be no Personal Finance SIG
meeting in July, see you in August.

Programming 2nd Sat
SIG Leader: Wendy Sarrett (714) 733-99086
This SIG covers various aspects of programming and
programming languages. At the July meeting we will
look at Windows custom controls using Visual
Basic and Visual C.

Real Estate 2nd Sat
Contact Person: Kent Pierce (714) 536-0271
Contact Person: Tom Sutro (714) 754-7045

Meets from 8 to 10 AM at the Huntington Beach -
Fountain Valley Association of Realtors, 8101
Slater Ave. (just east of Beach Blvd.), Huntington
Beach.

Jointly sponsored by QCIPUG and several local
Boards of Realtors, this is one of our largest SiGs.
Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

Spreadsheet 1st Tue
SIG Leader: Neil Carman {714) 964-1901
This group covers popular spreadsheet programs,
including Microsoft Excel, Lotus 1-2-3 & Quattro Pro
and shareware products, for both beginners and
advanced users. At the July meeting we will Jook at
the CD-ROM version of Lotus 1-2-3 which includes
multimedia help.

Windows Drawing 3rd Thu
SIG Leader Steve Burnside {714) 544-5599
Meeting starts at 6:30 PM. at So. Cal. Graphics

Resource Center, 38 Corporate Park, Irvine - Near
Jamboree Rd. & Alton Pkwy.

This SIG covers intermediate and advanced topics
relating to Core/lDRAW! and other drawing packages.
At the July meeting we will continue to look at
CorelDraw! 4.0.

Windows 3.1 3rd Wed
SIG Leader: Dave Black (714) 830-9203
SIG Leader; Richard Villa (714) 841-68991

This SIG covers Microsoft Windows 3.1 with discus-
sions on various related hardware and software
products running under Windows. Please come with
your questions. At the July meeting we will ook at
new products for Windows,

Word 2nd Mon

SIG Leader Dave Lorenzini (714) 496-3050
Microsoft Word for Windows and Microsoft Word 5.5
for DOS are powerful and popular word processing
packages. The Word SIG covers both of them. At the
July meeting we will continue the discussion of
mailing labels in Word.

WordPerfect
SIG Leader:

1st Mon

{310) 594-4144
W-(310) 491-3081
Contact Person: Jeff Sinn (714) 775-2390
Come and learn about these popular word processing
packages for DOS and for Windows. There will be no
WordPerfect SIG meeting in July, see you in
August.

Susan Novak

Join us at the General Meeting and the SIGs that interest you

JUNE 1993
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Saturday, June 26th, - 1993 - 9:00 AM to Noon
AUCTION plus: Borland Paradox for
Windows: Lotus 1-2-3 for Windows;

Microsoft; Symantec ACT!

8:40 to 9:00 AM - Random Access time!
Ask questions, and get answers.

GENERAL
MEETING

|

lt Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa OCIPUG's SIG Space in Huntington Beach
|

b

| 2701 Fairview Rd. 17632 Metzler
| ' General Meeting W La?e (Park Cen- w
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' % U able off of ) D@n?' at 1st door, turn _ .
' Adams, Merrimac| €|, 3| 1| right at 1st corridor {2 [ I
7 9 or Fairview. gsﬁ.:‘@ %%H § || Parking in the lot or E ﬁ. 2 N
o _ k on the street. B W i u
i Parking Lot % H & E a
L 1 V]
] Merrimac T EE
> N )

Orange Coast I1BM PC User Group (OCIPUG) was formed in 1985, and has be-
come one of the largest and most respected User Groups in the country.

OCIPUG, a non-profit corporation, is an all-volunteer organization which provides
PC enthusiasts with an opportunity to gain knowledge and gives assistance to
those who need it.

Membership inciudes:
/ a subscription to README.DOC, OCIPUG's monthly newsletter.
7 discounts on Public Domain, Shareware and User Supported software.
7 access to OCIPUG's area code 714 private telephone line Bulletin Board.
/ eligibility for the raffle at the monthly General Meeting.

If you would like to become an OCIPUG member please call (714) 843-2048 and
; request an application for membership, or write: OCIPUG, PO Box 6100-211,
‘ Costa Mesa, CA 92628-6100.

MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

OCIPUG S!G GUIDE camera ready copy produced with: Microsoft Windows 3.1, Aldus PageMaker 4.0, Corel Draw! 2.0, Professional Draw &
Publisher's Paintbrush for Windows using an HP LaserJet 4M. Graphic illustrations by Richard Vitla, Steve Burnside, David Cawrolt & Walt Strong.

SIG Chairman and S1G Guide publisher: Walt Strong - (714) 557-7008.
. Deadline for the July SIG Guide Calendar: Friday, July 16th.
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You will notice that the active profile is quite differ-
ent from the STORED PROFILE {: the stored profile is
the one that I configured previously for the most gen-
eral and compatible v42.bis operation. Lines 1 and 8 are
different, lines 2 and 9 are different. You will notice
that “S” registers 00, 14, 22, and 23 in stored profile 0
are also different from the active profile which now con-
tains the factory profile. So you can see what the differ-
ence is between the modems that you purchased and
the factory modems I started with. In the factory profile:

(a) the modem's speaker is set to medium volume
“Lz'"

(b) “%C1" enables MNP class 5 operation

(c) Y1 turns on DTE rate adjustment (which allows
variable speeds between modem and serial port)

(d) \N1 allows a direct data-link only

{(e) \Q2 sets up CTS signal unidirectional hardware
flow control

(f) S-Register 00 has been changed to “1" (unneces-
sary for calling AQL)

{g) WO disables extended V.42 responses from the
modem

(h) S-Register 14 is a bitmapped register which con-
trols modem echo, responses, dialing method, and origi-
nate or answer modes

(i) S-Register 22 is a bitmapped register which is
used to control the modem'’s internal speaker and re-
sponses it recurns

(i} S-Register 23 is another bitmapped register which
controls, among other things, data rate (baud). The im-
portant thing to remember here is that this is only part of a
set of things that made the modem work with AOL. We
can't really tell if all of these changes are necessary at this
point so lets proceed with the other recommended changes
and see what we end up wich. (Figure 2.)

With careful examination, we find that after the
next set of commands only two more changes have
been made:

(k) line 1 now has &Q0, configuring the modem for
asynchronous and MNP operation

(1) line 4 shows that S-Register 27 which controls
asynchronous/synchronous operation reflects the
change to &Q0. There are at least two directions we
can go from here. We can work backward removing one
command at a time from the init string until we remove
one that will cause the problem we encountered in the
first place. Or we can compare stored profile 0 with the
one that we wound up with...with our manual in our
hand searching for commands that don’t make sense.
We will use both.

Remember we couldn’t log into AOL when we had
stored profile 0 as our active profile...so...(read this care-
fully) if we change the things that got changed above in
(a) through (1) back to the values they were when
stored profile 0 was the active profile, one at a rime un-
til something fails...well, we will know which are neces-

ACTIVE PROFILE:

STORED PROFILE 0O:

O~ U N

After having executed AT &FQ

BO E1 L2 M1 QO V1 WO X4 YO &C1 &D2 &GO &LO &NO &P1 &Q5 &R0 &50 &X0 &YO
&K3 ¥A000 %C1 %P0 \A3 \CO \EO \GO \JL \K5 \N1 \Q2 \TO0O0 \VO0 \XO0
500:001 506:002 sS07:060 508:002 509:006 S10:014 $11:09%5 512:050 S14:ARH
516:00H 518:00H S21:30H $22:79H S23:18H S25:05H S26:001 S27:CDH

V.42 8 REGISTER:8536:007 S46:138 $4B:007 S82:128 S95:044

BO El1 LO ML QO V1 Wl X4 YO &Cl &D2 &GO &LO &NO &P1 &0Q5 &RO &30 &X0

&K3 BA000 %CO %P0 \A3 \CO \EO \GO \JO0 \KS5 \N3 \Q3 \T0OCO \VO \X0

10 500:000 S14:ABH S18:00H S21:30H S22:78H S23:98H S25:05H 526:01H S27:CDH
11 V.42 5 REGISTER:536:007 546:138 S48:007 S82:128 595:044

Figure 1. Afrer having executed AT & FO

ACTIVE PROFILE:

STORED PRCFILE O0:

Wb Wi

After having executed AT &F0 &Q0 E1 \N1l %Cl &Cl

B0 E1 L2 M1 QO V1 WO X4 YO0 &Cl &D2 &GO &LO &NO &P1 &Q0 &R0 450 &X0 &YO0
&K3 %A000 %Cl %P0 \A3 \CO \ECQ \GO NJ1 \K5 \N1 \Q2 \TOO0 \VO \X0
500:001 506:002 sSQ07:060 S0B8:002 S09:006 S10:014 $11:095 S$12:050 S14:ARH
516:00H S18:00H S21:30H S22:79H S23:18H S25:05H S26:001 527:C4H

V.42 8 REGISTER:S36:007 S546:138 548:007 £82:128 595:044

BO El LO ML Q0 V1 W1 X4 YO &C1 &D2 &GO &LO &NO &P1 &Q5 &RO &S0 &XO

§K3 ¥A000 %CO %PO \A3 \CO \EO \GO \JO \K5 \N3 \@3 \T000 \VO \X0

10 S00:000 S14:ABH S18:00H S21:30H S22:78H S23:98H S25:05H S26:01H S27:CDH
11 V.42 S REGISTER:S36:007 S46:138 S48:007 882:128 S95:044

Figure 2. After having executed AT & FO &QO0 E1 W1 %C1 &Cl
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sary settings. Let’s begin with a litrle analysis to rule out
some things that don’t make sense. Items (a), (), and
related item (i), the modem’s speaker and the number
of rings before your modem answers the phone do not
affect the connection with AOL and can be ignored or

set back to what they were in stored profile 0. Lets ex-
amine just one of the bitmapped registers to try and un-

derstand how that works, item (j) S-Register 23 listed
on page 5-8, 5-9 of your manual. Bitmapping, means
that the different bits in the register arc used to repre-
sent different pieces of information. 1n the case of S-
Register 23, bits 6,7 have 3 different guard rone
meanings depending on what they add up to in binary.
Bits 4,5 represent 4 different kinds of parity depending
on what they add up to in binary. Finally the truth table
for bits 3,2,1,0 which are used to control the baud rate
of DTE in Figure 3 shown below.
That's what bitmapped registers mean, and from

what the values 18h and 98h, which are 00011000 and
10011000 respectively, tell us, we see that only bit 7 is

different. Which tells us that...hey wait a minute...this
means that the stored profile 0 should have a &G2 set-
ting— 1800Hz guard tone—(page 5.9 which it doesn't,
and factory profile 0 should have a &GO setting—no
guard tone—which it does, so cither the manual is in-
correct or we have discovered a new feature of our mo-
dems. So with this in mind, we can ignore S23 in terms
of AOL.

The first screen dump above shows that AT &FO
sets \N1,\J1, %C1 among other things, also we notice
that &C1 is not affected in either of the screen dumps
and it is already part of both stored profiles. Therefore
there is no need to redundantly include these sertings in
any init string which calls for them. So all we have left
is &FO &QO as necessary init commands. But we ha-
ven't really found what is absolutely necessary or have
wel! One at a time we should set \N1 back to \N3, 1
back to \J0, \Q2 back to \Q3, &QO0 back to &Q5, %C1
back to %C0, and W0 back to W1, until AOL's mo-
dems and our's don't work together anymore. Since

you've all been so patient till

r"’———/”’_/’_/’/_".‘ now, I'll let you know the re-
Decimal Bitmap / Binary DTE RATE sult of this procedure. When
3210 we're done we find that we
o 0000 110 paud must have at leasF AT &FO
1 0001 300 paud &QO0 \N1 as the init string for
2 0010 600 paud the ACEEX 1414V modem
3 0011 1200 paud and America OnLine. Now
4 0100 2400 baud wasn't that simple? What does
5 0101 4800 paud this tell us about what AOL
6 0110 3600 baud needs in terms of sectings?
7 0111 14400 baud Well maybe that’s a topic for
g 1000 19200 baud another article...but that'll be
2 1001 38400 baud up to whoever reads their man-
ual and a good telecommunica-
Figure 3. tions book...I'm exhausted. W

INTRODUCTION TO PROGRAMMING
_ Continued from Page 14

functions that automatically fetch and retrieve data
from dialog boxes. Class Wizard automatically sets up
this function. No longer does the programmer have to
write the simple, but tedious function to extract data
from the dialog box using a series of messages to the
various controls. Class Wizard automatically can create
the framework for a message handle. It essentially does
everything to create the message handler but fill in the
actual code to perform the message handling action.
For example, suppose You wanted to create a handler
for clicking on the OK button. Class Wizard will add
the appropriate data to the message map and create an
empty function to handle the click. You only need fill it
in. It even includes comments in the code to tell you
where you need to fill. When you select edit code it

jumps immediately to that function in the Visual Work-
bench editor. Thus Class Wizard is an extremely power-
ful ool for the developer using MFC 2.0.

CONCLUSION

As you can tell, the Wizards, in particular Class Wiz
ard, are extremely powerful. They save the programmer
hours of tedious typing. However, as I've noted before,
these tools mainly support the document-centric para-
digm. This is particularly erue of App Wizard. They
only support code written in C++ with MFC 2.0.
Thus, they are of little help to the developer supporting
older code.

Next month we will conclude this discussion, focus-
ing on App Studio and the Visual Workbench. W
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PRODUCT REVIEW

In README.DOC for April 1993 1
grumbled about the space taken up
by MS-DOS 6.0 (5,796,919 bytes
in 122 files versus 2,781,572 byres
in 117 files for MS-DOS 5.0). [
might THEN have conceded that
those additional bytes and files
added many, many features. I'm
tempred NOW, however, to say
“Who needs many of em?”

In that TECHTIPS arricle I told
how [ installed MS-DOS 6.0 with-
out changing from Stacker 2.0 or
Stacker 3.0. Since then I'd backed
up my Stacker volumes on tape, re-
moved Stacker, and installed Dou-
bleSpace. Happily, I didn’t clear
the tape backups! Steve Gibson's
comments at this last General
Meeting added to some nasty feel-
ings | had; I rushed a detailed com-
parison of Stacker 3.0 and
DoubleSpace. Especially with a
STAC coprocessor, Stacker 3.0 is
more stable, compresses tighter for
more available compressed drive,
runs faster, and can be used with a
solid-state disk without slight-of-
hand. The erick of doubling space
on a floppy is cute, but who wants
to burden each compurer's RAM
with DBLSPACE.BIN just in case.
This hidden system file transfers
WHEN PRESENT to any disk you
wish to be self-booting. It's like Mi-
crosoft’s technique of retaining a
hidden FAT copy on a disk being
formatted, to allow an unformar,
UNLESS you use the /U modi-
fier...oh, how happy this makes
them viruses! So for my pare, I've
saved 408K of hard drive by delet-
ing dblspace.* from my MS-DOS
6.0 directory (even with the tape
backup, removing DBLSPACE vol-
umes was quite a chore}.

MS-DOS 6.0 —
An Opinionated Review

Harv Haight

In a similar vein, were [ to want
to use the Norton ANTIVIRUS or
Norton BACKUP, I already have
each available. Why should [ settle
for an adaptation of an older ver-
sion? Anyway, | prefer the McAfee
programs and an older backup
called DSBACKUP that has never
failed me for floppies. So [ can de-
lete those files related to AN-
TIVIRUS or BACKUP in DOS 6.0
to save 2.39 MB of hard drive.
WOW! The DOS 6.0 INTERLNK
runs a very poor second even to
Versions 3.0 or 4.0 of LapLink.
Why keep its files wich LapLink 5
available? Shucks, that only frees
54K. Finally, with its snail's pace
DEFRAGGER, runs way behind
Norton's SPEEDISK of Version
7.0. Knock DEFRAGGER out to
gain 84K more. That makes a final
total, even neglecting several oth-
ers, of almost three megabytes we
can dump.

What's left includes some jewels
that make purchase of Microsoft's
DOS 6.0 just about mandatory:
The commands CHOICE, MOVE,
POWER, and SETUP; also the
MSD diagnostics, MEMMAKER,
QUICKBASIC, and HELP pro-
grams. The F5 key to bypass CON-
FIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT,
or the F8 key to step through CON-
FIG.8YS, once the message shows
Starting MS-DOS ..., is simply a fan-
tastic help. The technique possible
for readily used multiple paths in
CONFIG.SYS is much simpler than
those ['ve programmed. The clinch-
aris that WINDOWS 3.1 seems
much more friendly under DOS 6.0.

I guess the bottom line is—Go
for DOS 6.0! Until you can afford
the better alternates, take advan-

tage of all it has. When you can gert
the alternates, start pruning DOS
6.0, but don't lose the real goodies!
|

LOTUS Organizer
Charles Puma

NOVELL Netware Lite
with DR DOS
Michael Wierman
Don Hebert

LINKS Golf Game
Marshall Boslow

AMAZON Game
Michael Earls

GEOWORKS 2.0
James Farnsley
Gerald Bretts
Pam Mizell
Butch Locke

FOR SALE

NEC Multisync Monitor
Model #JC1401P3A - 13"
with Card and Books
$150.00 OBO

Call after July 7, 1993
RALPH ROQOS
OCIPUG #483
(714) 969-2254
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PROKEY for WINDOWS

All of the major word processing
programs and spreadsheets, as well
as many others, have the capability
to generate macros for use wichin
those programs. But have you ever
wished that you had a macro sys-
tem that could be used in all of
your programs? You never know
where you might want to insert
your name, address, and telephone
number, right? Maybe append it to
a letter, or to a copy of a spread-
sheet, or just a note written in the
Windows Notepad.

Yes, there are ways to accom-
plish the same thing using the Win-
dows Copy and Paste commands,
but that means calling up other
documents, and, usually, you can
only do one operation at a time.
Wouldn't it be nice to have a
macro program that worked every-
where you wanted to use it? ProKey
for Windows, from CE Software,
Inc., is the one that will do it.

ProKey may seem a little confus-
ing at first, but learning is easy and
fast if you just remember one thing:
Anything you do at the keyboard or
with the mouse will be recorded,
and will be accessible for playback
whenever you like. Any errors in
keystrokes or mouse clicks can be
edited out of the finished macro. It
can be stored as a dedicated macro
to be used in only one program, for
example, your word processor, ot it
can be given global accessibility to

Bob Ottke

any program you can run in Win-
dows.

ProKey is also very useful in set-
ting up your Windows screen just

the way you want it for a particu-

lar application. You can re-size,
move, or close windows, call up spe-
cific functions, and do anything
that you can do in Windows com-
pletely automatically.

Particularly interesting and use-
ful is the Vault function. Vauits al-
low your scripts to store and
retrieve text or graphics in multiple
Clipboard-like storage areas. This
will allow you to provide functional-
ity similar to DDE and OLE to vir-
tually any application. Unlike the
Clipboard, you may store as many
of these Vaults as you like, and re-
play them as often as you like. Stor-
ing and/or recalling vaults can be
included in your standard ProKey
scripts to give you additional flexi-
bility.

When you really begin to master
this program, you will soon be using
nested scripts, that is, one macro
calling another, to as many levels
as you would like. If you inadver-
tently create an endless loop,
though, ProKey will stop recording,
since you will not be able to play
back any actions beyond the loop.

Macros may also be developed
that will pause for user entry of spe-
cific data, then resume execution.
For example, if your script enters a
letter with request for payment of
an overdue bill, you will probably
want to enter the exact amount
due. Just pause the macro, enter
the amount, and resume execution.
You may enter as many pauses as
you like. For each one, you would
choose the Input from User... com-
mand.

Each recorded macro, or script,
will have its own hotkey combina-

tion, usually <Shife>, <Cerl>, or
<Alt> in combination with one of
the Funcrion keys. When ProKey is
running, whether minimized or
not, pressing that hotkey combina-
tion will execute the macro. Of
course, unless you have classified
the macro as global, you must be in
the specific application for which
the macro is designed.

As we all know, the main func-
tion of a computer is to do work for
you, faster and more accurately
than you could do it yourself. Mac-
ros are one of the most important
and useful tools available. They
have much in common with batch
files, but require no programming
skills whatsoever. If you can do the
job once, ProKey can do it for you
as many times as you would like. 1
have been a user of macro pro-
grams for several years. [ started
with ProKey's competitor, Su-
perKey from Borland. Ever since
Windows arrived, | have wished for
the same macro capability. Now it
is here!

The venerable ProKey for DOS
is equally outstanding in the DOS
world. It is installed as a TSR, and
is called up by a simple hotkey com-
bination. You have all the macro
capability for all of your DOS based
programs.

If you want to make these dumb
machines work more quickly and ef-
ficiently, both of these ProKey pro-
grams are worth your time and disk
space. They are available from
many local computer stores, from
the usual mail-order companies, ot
directly from:

C E Software

P. O. Box 65580

West Des Moines, 1A 50265

Telephone (515) 224-1995

|
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PRODUCT REVIEW

Voiceover for WordPerfect by Rational Data Systems
lets you create a sound track and save it as a comment
in a WP document for audio playback. You nced a
sound board, microphone, and speaker. If the written
word can accomplish what an oral message does, why
didn’t Knute Rockne just pass out leaflets at half-time?
Hmm! Now that [ think of it, maybe his players
couldn't read. But, even for the literate, voice adds an-
other dimension. Voice can convey feelings ex-
pressable in no other way.

crophone is a speedier way to insert comments. And,
with inflection as a wol, there is less likelihood that
your remarks will be misunderstood. Your identity as
the commenter is established by your voice but, in addi-
tion, VOICEOVER automatically identifies you by

It is easy to see that, in common business scenarios, a
product like VOICEOVER has a niche to fill. Bur out-
side the office, as well, VOICEOVER can spruce-up
your correspondence. When yott're on a trip, use your
laptop to send a voice- annotated, personalized disk
back home instead of a letter. And if you're single,
think what VOICEOVER could do for your love letters!

You're going to need a sound board and VOICE-
OVER, as well as WordPerfect, at
both recording and playback ends.
That's not a problem in a one-ma-
chine office, but where multiple ma-
chines are involved, each must be
fully equipped.

VOICEOVER consumes a good
piece of real estate on your disk. Be-
fore you save the document, Voice-
over requires a megabyte of storage
space for every two minutes of sound.
Saving the document compresses the
sound data, doubling the storage to
four minutes per megabyte.

Since VOICEOVER works for
DOS but not WINDOWS, the WIN-
DOWS standard sound drivers are not usable. There-
fore, VOICEOVER includes a collection of Voyetra
Technologies sound drivers. They are loaded by com-
mands in WPVO.BAT, the batch file used to invoke
WordPerfect with VOICEOVER accessible within it.

VOICEOVER —
Voice Annotation for WordPerfect

George Austin

As you scan through a document, speaking into a mi-

name, along with a date/time entry in the comment box.

The end of WPVO.BAT also includes commands to
unload the Voyetra sound drivers—not only to free-up
RAM, but to preclude interference with other sound
drivers as well. The driver AAPISB.COM is specific for
SOUNDBLASTER. Other required Voyetra drivers are
VMP.COM and VAPINUL.COM. Unloading is accom-
plished via the Voyetra switch /rem (for remove).

To load the drivers in high memory, precede the
commands with "lh" when DOS 5 or DOS 6 is the mem-
ory manager, or with an equivalent precursor for an-
other memory manager, such as Load High with
(QEMM. For my setup, with VOICEOVER installed in
the VO directory on the E drive, the loading commands

in WPVO.BAT were:
lh E:\VO\VMP
lh E:\VO\AAPISBE /ADDR:220 /IRQ:5
1h VAPINUL /CMOS

And the unloading commands were:

1h E:\VO\VMP /rem
lh E:\VO\RAPISE /rem
1h E:\VO\VAPINUL /rem

From within WordPerfect, VOICEOVER is acti-
vated by a hot-key. The default hot- key is ALT-V, but
you can designate any other ALT-letcer key. Since I use
ALT-V for a viewing macro, | opted to change the hot-
key to ALT-F. This was readily accomplished by editing
the ASCII text file VO.CFG, chang-
ing the line HOTKEY=V to HOT-
KEY=F.

When you hit the hot-key, a
VOICEOVER menu pops up on the
status line. The menu can be made to
disappear, cancelling the operation, by
hitting the ESC key. The menu lets
you record a new message or play an
existing one. The recording is termi-
nated by pressing any key, at which
point the status line menu gives you
the choice of reviewing the message or
saving it. If you wish to do neither,
just hit ESC.

The save at this juncture is to a temporary file and is
uncompressed. It is not until the file itself is saved via a
WordPerfece Save command thar the sound data is put
into compressed form. The saved file is handled like any
other WordPerfect file. That it contains voice data is in-
dicated in a comment box, which does not print.
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I ran into a problem the first time 1 used VOICE-
OVER. I could record a message, review it, save it, and
then save the file containing it. When [ saved the file, a
message appeared telling me the file was being com-
pressed. But when I then tried to retrieve che file, I got
the message “No room on WordPerfect Disk To Re-
trieve...” even though I had four megabytes and the file
was only 40K.

I discussed the problem with RDS Tech Support. We
were unable to resolve it by phone, so | sent RDS a disk
containing the WordPerfect file with VOICEOVER
data and also containing my AE, CS, and pertinent VO
files.

Although RDS had not previously encountered this
behavior, they were able to duplicate it—after sweating
it out for a week. Their prognosis was that I had con-
taminated my WordPerfect setup file WP{WP}.SET,
probably by working in the Initial Codes screen with
VOICEOVER loaded. Clearly a bug in VOICEOVER
1.0.

In version 1.0, if you have placed a code in the WP
Setup Initial Codes screen and then removed that code,
your file prefix would contain a zero-length record.
VOICEOVER 1.0 misinterprets that record. Until fixed,
or until VOICEOVER 1.1 is released, unload VOICE-
OVER before going into I[nitial Codes for any reason.

In the meantime, I could restore VOICEOVER op-
eration by establishing a new WP{WP}SET file. In fact,
if I were to rub out the existing SET file, WordPerfect
would create a new one upon startup. All my settings
would revert to the defaults, so I would have some reset-
ting to do.

Instead of erasing WP{WP}.SET, [ copied it to an-
other name, so | could return to it if need be. And be-
fore doing that, | wrote down all the settings under the
categories Mouse, Display, Environment, Initial Set-
tings, Keyboard Layout, and Location of Files. When |
then re-invoked WP, I went immediately to SETUP and
restored those settings.

Then I found I couldn’t print. [ had no drivers listed
and, as a consequence, no fonts to select. But restoring
my printer drivers and fonts was easy. The drivers were
all sall present in my C:\WP5 I\Printer directory. All [
had to do was hit PRINT/Select/AdditionalPrinters/List
Printer(PRS)Files.

This brought up ONLY the drivers I had placed in
the directory, and [ had merely to select them. | had to
do this one printer at a time. { had 10 of them—TI only
have 2 physical printers, the others being there to help
me work with friends who have different printers. Once
the printers were selected, the font lists associated with
them were also restored. Restored also, was my long list
of paper sizes and types for my primary printer.

There was one other loss attributable ro knocking out
the SET file. [ had long ago set the screen colors in
Document 2 to a purple background in lieu of the de-
fault blue I retain in Document 1. This was a nice way

for me to stay aware of which document I was working
in. Now I had lost this distinction. Both documents
were the same color. | had to go back into SETUP/DIS-
PLAY for DOC 2 and reset the colors.

When I fully recovered from corruption of my SET
fite, I enjoyed using VOICEOQVER. It was fun spotting
my own voice here and there in a document. I liked be-
ing able to review the voice track before accepting it.
liked how easily VOICEOVER slipped into WordPer-
fect—with a status-line menu resembling other WP fea-
tures. I found it very easy to use—and quite a novelty. |
would, for sure, be swamping my secretary—if I had

one—with VOICEOVERed files. B

List Price $129, Rational Data Systems Inc, 1050 North-
gate Drive, San Rafael CA, 94903, 1-800-743-3054.

GENERAL MEETING REPORT
...Continued from Page !

STACKER 3.0—it works so much better! Steve men-
tioned interaction between the new SMARTDRYV and
CHKDSK commands for a CHKDSK dated before
April 9, 1991. Many of these comments were publish-
ed in Steve’s column in InfoWoild; he's promised a
white paper really soon on his RBBS for Gibson Re-
search ar 362-8848 (it works differently from ours).

Before a break, Steve gave us a quick tour through
the SpinRite 3.1 now in production for early June re-
lease. I’ll be a humdinger, with new concepts such as
sector access velocity, much more meaningful than access
time, a new userfinterface method, and settings stored
in a footprint file to make SpinRite even more useful as
preventative maintenance.

After the break, Board announcements and an-
nouncements by SIG leaders were followed by a presen-
tation by Mary Lang, Product Manager of GeoWorks,
of features of Ensemble Version 2. What she may have
missed, Bob Basaraba was quick to supply. [t really is a
major overhaul, but read no further here; for details—
ask Bob—it's one of his favorite subjects! One item,
however: Ensemble 2.0 can only be bought directly
from GeoWorks with a user-group coupon handed out
at the meeting. For thirty days, it'll cost you $69.95,
plus $8.95 for shipping and handling, and an 8.25%
California sales tax {that adds up to $84.67).

The meeting concluded with the usual raffle; in addi-
rion to prizes, more shirts were available from Microsoft
and few club members now have been slighted.
OCIPUG thanks those who donated raffle prizes; win-
ners are listed elsewhere. ®
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WordPerfect 5.1/DOS
Taming the Unruly
GRAPHIC UNDERLINE

The office style guide on your new job reads as follows:

» Use italics, rather than undertining, within the

rext body.

« Use enlarged or bold type in captions, preferably

without underlining.

* Use a graphic line, not the underline key, when

you must underline.

Since you aren't ready to disown the underline,
you're going to have to live with the graphic version of
it. To be sure, it adds pizazz. But it’s trouble. With full
justification on, it slichers. It wanders when the text is
edited. It’s tedious to create—you have to specify its
starting position, length, and thickness. And you have
to adjust it vertically to keep it from smothering the
type. Not to worry. The macro GU.WPM (Figure 1)
eases the hassle of creating a graphic underline and
keeps it under control in the most likely editing scenar-
ios.

GU.WPM will position the graphic undertline for you.
Although it is true that the graphic line won't move
with the text if you subsequently move the text horizon-
tally, it will track text which moves vertically. Since cap-
tions and headlines are most likely to be moved only in
the vertical direction, you won't have ro reposition a
graphic underline often if you confine your underlining
to them.

CAPTURING THE LINE

To understand how GU.WPM gets the graphic un-
derline to stick with the text as the text is moved verti-
cally, let’s go through the process manually. Press
ALT-F9 (Graphics), 5 (Line), 1 (Horizontal), Z (Verti-
cal Position). The status line presents a menu with only
two choices: 1. Baseline and 2. Set Position.

If you select Set Posirion, the current vertical loca-
tion (inches} of the top of the rext line is displayed.
Pressing Enter selects that spot for the graphic line's ver-
tical position. You could then advance it downward to
make it an underline, as will be discussed under offset-
ting, but it will be fixed on the page. When you edit, the
associated text will move past it if eicher the upstream
line count or the line spacing is alrered.

If you select Baseline, the vertical position of the
graphic line is affixed to the typeface’s baseline. The word
Baseline, rather than a numerical entry, appears for Ver-
tical Position in the display. Now, verrical movement of
the rext will be synchronized with the graphic line.

George Austin

They will move together.

Holding a graphic underline captive despire vertical
percurbarions of the text is crucial. Without such con-
trol, graphic underlines would wander up and down on
the page. A very common editing mode illustrates chis
best: switching temporarily from a proportional font to
the default Courier font. Temporary font switching al-
lows editing to proceed without horizontally scrolling
the screen. As long as the underlines are confined to
textual lines that are not reconstituted during the edit-
ing, the underlines will end up just where they belong
when the editing is completed and the proportional font
is restored. Orherwise, without the capture feature, they
could end up in Timbuktu.

VERTICAL OFFSETTING

One other difference berween the two vertical posi-
tioning options also dictates the Baseline selection. The
Set Position choice defaults to the top boundary of the
typeface, giving an overhead line which builds down-
ward as thickness increases (Figure 3a and 3b). The off-
set necessary to convert it to an underline can't be
preprogrammed for variable point sizes.

The Baseline choice, on the other hand, places the
lower edge of the graphic line exactly on the typeface's
baseline, and the line spreads upward from there as its
thickness is increased. While this still requires a down-
ward offset, the offsct is more easily determined with
the baseline as a reference. To avoid overlapping, the
graphic line must be moved downward by an amount at
least equal to its thickness (Figure 3¢}, and preferably a
bit more.

If the graphic line is thick, dropping it enough to
clear the descenders (Figure 3d} may even be desirable,
provided it clears the text below. This is where you
come in. GU.WPM prompts you to enter the line thick-
ness and vertical offset. Afeer a lictle experimentation,
you will settle on the best parameters for the fonts and
point sizes you use. For a point-size of 12, for example,
see how you like a rhickness of .015" and an offset of

040",
FULL JUSTIFICATION CAVEATS

There is anocher fly in the ointment if you are under-
lining in the body of the text...a no-no, but rules are
made to be broken. If full justification is on, the text
may be displaced horizontally relative to the graphic un-
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derline you thought you positioned exactly beneath it
With the exceptions cited in the next paragraph, you
must switch to left justification before inserting graphic
underlines. Else you may have to adjust the graphic

randomly to achieve full justificarion.

Having full justification on will not perturb a graphic
underline when the text line terminares in a hard re-
turn, as it will for headlines and some captions. Nor will
full justification perturb underlined captions when they
start at the left margin and are followed by a tab. Thus,
in headlines and captions, full justification should not
normally complicate graphic underlining.

DOUBLE UNDERLINES AND SHADING

Double underlining is especially easy. Just invoke
GU.WPM twice, with all parameters the same except
the offset. The offset completely controls the gap be-

line's horizontal position to track the texe—which shifts

tween the two lines. If you want to ger even fancier, of
course, you can make the lines differ in thickness. You
could also include a prompr to specify the line's shading
by adding the command lines shown in Figure 2. This
embellishment was omitted in the interest of minimizing
user inputs.

FIXED THICKNESS AND OFFSET

If you have one thickness/offset pair that you use con-
stantly, you could write an additional, modified version
of GU.WPM, eliminating prompts for those parameters.
You need only replace Lines 7 and 8 with the following
lines, where x and y are the fixed thickness and offser,
respectively, in inches:

7. {ASSIGN}thicknhess~x~
8. {ASSIGN}offset~y~

1. {PROMPT)Place curscr to right of last letter, then strike Enter-~
2. {PAUSE} {ASSIGN}right~{SYSTEM)pos~~
3. {PROMPT}Place cursor on first letter, then strike Enter~
q, {PAUSE)(ASSIGN}left~{SYSTEM)pos~~
5. {ASSIGN}length~(VARIABLE]right~—(VARIABLE}left~~
6. {TEXT}thickness~Enter the graphic line thickness {(inches) ~
7. {(TEXT}offset~Enter line’s offset below baseline {(inches) ~
8. {Graphics}5115{VARIRBLE}left~w{Enter}
9. 3{(VARIABLE}length~w{Enter}
10. 4{VARIABLE}thickness~{Enter} {Enter)
1l. {Left)}(Format}4ld{VARIABRLE}cffset~{Enter){Enter}
12. (Right}{(Right}{Format}4lu{VARIARLE)offset~(Enter) {Enter}{Enter}

Figure 1. GU.WPM Macro to create graphic underline

9a. 5{VARIABLE}shading~{Enter}

Ta. ({TEXT}shading~Enter line’s shading in percent ~

EXPLANATION OF MACRO

Lines 1 and 3 prompt the user to mark the extremi-
ties of the string to be underlined, by placing the cursor
immediately to the right of the last letter, and then di-
rectly on the first lecter. These are the natural resting
places for the cursor when responding to the various
right or left cursor positioning commands {like End,
Home Left, and Word Left or Word Right). The reverse
order is used so that the cursor will be at the correct
place for vertically offsetting the graphic line later.

Lines 2 and 4 pause the macro to await the user’s in-
tervention in moving the cursor and, after each move-
ment, they record the cursor’s position. The pos
function reads these positions in WordPerfect units
{1200ths of an inch). Line 5 subtracts the rwo extreme

Figure 2. Additions to GU.WPM to provide underline shading option

positions and assigns the remainder to the variable
length, which will also be in WordPerfect units.

Using the {TEXT} function, Lines 6 and 7 prompt
the user to enter both the graphic line thickness de-
sired, and the vertical displacement of the line’s lower
edge below the typeface’s baseline. It is suggested that
this offset always be a tad grearer than the thickness.
These values are to be entered in inches.

Line 8 establishes the horizontal starting position of
the line by entering the variable left (assigned in Line 4)
for the offset from left of page. The “w" in this line tells
the processor that the entry is in WordPerfect units.
When the offset has been entered, the screen reverts to
the menu for further defining the length and thickness
of the horizontal line.
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The “3" at the beginning of Line 9 selects Length
from the line definition menu as the next parameter to
be defined. The entry is the length variable (w units) cal-
culated in line 5. Likewise, the “4" at the beginning of
Line 10 selects Thickness and the entry is the thickness
variable (inches) entered earlicr by the user in Line 6.

The first Enter on Line 10 completes the thickness
definition. The second Enter inserts che graphic line's
code into the document, positioned at the beginning of
the text to be underlined—because, in marking the first
character last, the macro saw to it that the cursor would
be resting there. This positioning of the graphic line’s
code is necessary to offset the line via the Advance fea-
ture.

Ordinarily, if the positioning parameters are all speci-
fied, a graphic line code can be anywhere in the docu-
ment. In this case, since the vertical posirion is defined
only as baseline the code can’t be just anywhere—it
must be somewhere on the correct line of rext. Also, or-
dinarily, the code's horizontal position on thar rext line
would not be important, since the graphic line's starting
position is explicitly defined. But since we wish to ad-
vance the line, its code has to be adjacent to the Ad-
vance code, and the Advance code must be pinpointed
at the site of the action.

The vertical offset of the graphic line is taken care of
in Lines 11 and 1Z. The job is to sandwich che graphic
line code between two Advance codes—Advance
Down on its left and an equal and opposite Advance Up
on its right. The magnitude of the incremental advance
is the variable offset (inches), which the user entered in
Line 7.

In Line 11, the macro moves the cursor left one posi-
tion so that it rests right on top of the graphic line code.
That way, the Advance Down code gets inserted ahead

of the line’s code. Finally, by starting with two {Right}
codes, line 12 moves the cursor past the Advance Down
and graphic line codes, where it then inserts the com-
pensating Advance Up code, restricting the advance ac-
tion to the graphic line alone.

CREATING AND RUNNING THE MACRO

Press Home and then CTRL-F10. Enter “GU,” the
macro's name. The extension .WPM is automatically
furnished. Enter a description of the macro’s function,
Creates graphic underline. You are then in the Action
screen. If the code {DISPLAY OFF} appears, delete it.
Now enter the commands and text shown in Figure 1,
using the command inserter activated by CTRL-PgUp
as required. When finished, press F7.

To invoke the macro, press ALT-F18, type GU, and
press Enter. Respond to the four prompts: (1) Move the
cursor just to the right of the last character of the string
to be underlined and press Enter, (2) Move the cursor
to the first character of the string and press Enter, (3)
Enter the thickness of the underline in inches, (4) Enter
the amount in inches that you want the underline to be
offset below the typeface baseline, keeping in mind that
with zero offset the lower edge of the line will rest ex-
actly on the baseline.

There is, indeed, a fine line between love and hate.
The house underline is weak and inflexible but easy to
use. The graphic underline is quite the opposite. You'll
love its boldness and versatility. You'll hare its cantan-
kerous shifting about. The macro GU.WPM brings the
graphic underline to heel, and you can keep it in line by
restricting your use of underlines to captions and head-
lines, and also by introducing the underlines late in the
editing cycle. ®

Pp Ep

(a) (b)

Pp

(c) (d)

Figure 3. Vertical Positions of Graphic Lines:

Top—Defaulr for Set Position Bottom—Baseline
Top thickens downward Baseline thickens upward
Downward offset from baseline equals thickness
Downward offset from baseline clears descenders
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SUPPORT
GROUP

The members listed below have
generously offered to serve as resources
for other members in need of assistance with
specific hardware or software problems. They are
there for you, but please bear a fow things in mind:

1) The times listed are when these volunteers are
available to assist you. PLEASE respect their times by
limiting your calls to the hours indicated.

2) Your questions should be specific and reasonably
brief. Consult your manual, tech support, etc., FIRST,
$0 as not to take up their time needlessly.

3) All of our volunteers have expertise in the arcas
shown, but nobody knows everything, so be under-
standing by not expecting them to know everything.

4) This service is free, available to our members
only. Our volunteers are not doing this for personal
gain, but as a service to benefit their fellow PC users,
thereby making OCIPUG a stronger organization.

Abraxas
Kevin Post....cccovvvvnnen.. Anytime......oecoevveenn.nn, 969-9495
AccPac Pius
Donna Fulmizi............... Sam-8pm.....en... 897-3371
Lia Vamer................8 am.-6 p.m........ (310) 987-0632
Christian Malm............. 9 am.-9p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 966-5339
Ami Professional
Mark Burrell................, 9am.-12 noon.............. 771-2130
Richard Sinor ...............6 pm.-10 p.m. coo........... 970-1323
Basic
Herb Huey..................... 6:00 p.m.-10 p.m. .......... 525-1608
C&C++
Wendy Sarrett..............7 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 733-9906
Champion Business Systems
Kevin Post ..o, Anytime....ooococrnerivennnnnn, 969-9495

Clarion
Mark Burrell........ccc......9 20012 NOON worvnonn 777-2130
Clipper
Bob Wendorf................. ANYHME .cvvevrreecieen, 892-1031
CorelDraw
John Goodman.............. 12 noon-12 midnighe...... 895-3195
Steve Burnside .............11 a.m.-8:30 DM, 544.5599
dBase IV
Preston Hill ................ 9 am.-9 p.m............892.129]
dBase Programming
Tom Toner ... 10 .08 ptitencoron 5379175
Digital Photography
Thurman Wade ............ 12 noon-6 p.m. ............. 846-6067
Disk & Memory Management
Harv Haight................9 p.m.-11 DM 546-0820
Mike Wierman.............. 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ........... 894-4040
DOS
Harv Haight................... Op.m.-11 pmucr e, 546-0820
Herb Huey...cooovve, 6:00 p.m.-10 p.m. oo, 525-1608
John Goodman.............. 12 noon-12 midnight...... 895-3195
Excel
Herb Huey.......oo........, 6:30 p.m.-10p.m. ........... 525- 1608
Mark Burrell.....ccovoee..9 a.me- 12 00N oo 777-2130
Fortran
Herb Huey....coveenen, 6:00 p.m.-10 p.m. o, 525-1608
Genealogy
Stan Sabin......c...., 5p.m.-9pm. M-F.......968-7307
Preston Hill .................. 9am-9pm...n, §92-1291
Hardware
John Goodman............ 12 noon-12 midnight...... 895-3195
Harv Haighet.................. 9pm-ll pmeene., 546-0820
Mike Wierman............... 6 p.m.-%:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ........... 894.4040
Lans
Mike Wierman.............. 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ........... 894-4040
Lotus 1-2-3
Lia Varner ..o.oocovoree.., S8am.-6pm..... (310) 987-0632
MAS 90
Christian Malm............. % a.m.-9 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ........... 966-5339
Off-line Mail Reader
Steve Burnside .............. 11 am.-8:30 pm........... 544-5599
PCTools
Preston Hill .................. Pam-9pmon, 892-1291
PAF
Preston Hill ................... 9am.-9pm. ..., 892-1291
Stan Sabin ....oeeeennn, 5pm-9pm M-F._.... 968-7307
PAF Disk Doctor
Ted Carpenter............. 9 am.-12 noon a............ 756-9346
Paradox
Jim Samuelson............... 6 p.m.-10 p.m.....cc........... 472-9822
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Paradox for Windows

Ventura Publisher

John Goodman............. 12 noon-12 midnight......

Jim Samuelson............... 6pm-10pme..... 472.9822
PerForm
Richard Sinor ............... 6 p.m.-10 p.m...cciinnn.n.. 970- 1323
Q&A
Mark Burrell........co..e0n 9 a.m.-12 noon.cone..... 777-2130
Terry Currier ............... 8 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
7:30 pm-9 pamieenee, 774-2018
Quattro Pro
Preston Hill ..o 9 a.me-9 pome e, §92-1291
Mark Burrell......coccccee. S pome-12 pomeececeeenns, 777-2130
Quicken
Preston Hill .................. Qam.-9pm e, 892-1291
Ron Ross .- 6 p.m.-10 p.m. M-F......... 964.5137
Anytime Wkends
Quickpay
Ron Ross..ooeeevrerenraenn, 6 p.m.-10 p.m. M-F......... 964-5137
Anytime Wkends
Stacker
Harv Haight cccccoeeee. 9 pam - 11 pottiecenneennee. 546-0820

895-3195

Windows
Mike Wiemman ............. 6-9:30 p.m. M.F

Anytime Wkends............894-4040
Steve Burnside.............. 11 a.m.-8:30 p.m............. 544.55%99
Word
John Goodman ............ 12 noon-12 midnight......895-3195
WordPerfect Products
Susan Novak ................ 5-8 p.m. M-F.........{310} 594-4144
WordPerfect
Mark Burrell.................. 9a.m.-12 noon..enn.. 777-2130
Preston Hill................... Fam-9pm .. 892-1291
Mike Wierman ............. 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ...........894-4040
Linda Leydekkers ......... 10a.m.-4 p.m. M-F......... 968-0924
Susan Novak ............... 5.8 pm. M-F.......(310) 594-4144
XTree
Richard Sinor ......o.e.... 6 pm.-10 pm. i, 970-1323

(Editor’s note: If you would like 1o be listed here as a
volunteer 10 help with any PC-related subject please give me
a call at 644-1017 or leave a message on the BBS. We need
volunteers in many more software and hardware areas. The
success of this program depends on your help. Jean Stevens)
|

HARDWARE and SOFTWARE
COMPUTERS APPLE H - IBM and Macintosh

Same Location Since July 31, 1983 -Now @ Years 11 Months

VESA
20 Mb $179 =& == : Motherboard
70 Mb 5219 & 256K CACHE
Board Accepls
486-5X-25,
DX-33, DX-50,

Est. ‘way back in 1981

%

55x
127.

12 mos Warranty
$] 6995

Installation
available

It you can lind a lower price

GARDEN or EDEN
WILL BEAT IT...mAYBE
Full details in our store
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486
X

frcompurer (| - With our

||ICIGNAL}{ Upgradeable

propucts (| Motherboard
486-25, 33
50 or 66 MHz

386-40 Mhz

Upgradeable to 486
128k Cache installed

B Fast 386DX 40 MHz

W 160 Meg HDD Storage*
m 4 meg RAM, DOS 6.0

- 1.2 MB ﬂoppy drive
.28 SVGA monitor

Reasonable Rates = All Documentation/Manuals

m Complete System

- - 16485 Magnolia St.
71?3)(8_?418 :'339_9 4 Westng'l(n&_ster 92683

9 AM -6PM MON-FRI 10 TO B SAT

"HDD storage computed using DOS 6.0 Se Habla Ingles!
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SIG REPORTS

WordPerfect Spreadsheet
Jeff Sinn William Domingo
The meeting began with random access questions for At our May meeting we discussed the complicated
SIG leader Susan Novak. One of the more interesting subject of proper spreadsheer formula bar syntax.
had to do with how to go to a specific paragraph num- Spreadsheets give various mathematical operators
ber {for example, 1.5.25) in automatic paragraph num- differing priorities, such as 1 for exponentiation { ™),
bering or outlining. It turns out that you can only 2 for negative () and positive (+), 3 for multiplica-
search for the next occurrence of the code [Par tion (*) and division {/), and so on. 14-2*3 and
Num:Auto], but not the actual number. George Austin 3*2+1 would both give the same answer of 7. To
will be presenting his macro to solve this problem at the |  force a spreadsheet to execute an operator in a for-
June WordPerfect SIG and I will report on that next mula with a lower priority, first parentheses are used
month. and the inner most sets of parenthetical expressions
For the main program, Susan returned to some of are evaluared first wichin multiple sets. Hence
the basics which can make your work session in WP (1+2)*3 would give the answer 9. Understanding the
more productive. GoTo (Ctrl-Home) can be used to priotity order of operations is important for under-
quickly move the cursor through your document: standing even the simplest formulas.
GoTo, Up/Down Arrow - to the top/bottom of the Next, we took a look at Autofill, Autoformat,
current page; GoTo, Enter — to the next hard return; ChartWizards, and Popup menus, just some of the
GoTo, x - to move to the next occurrence of any new features added to the latest version of Mi-
character (x). You can use Block in much the same crosoft Excel for Windows version 4.0.
way—when Block is active (Alt-F4 or F12), extend Autofill allows the automatic extension of any se-
the block to a character, punctuation mark or hard re. ries of data such as numbers, months, or days of the
turn by just pressing the appropriate key. [ have men- week. When you grab the Autofill handle at the bot-
tioned this before in this column, but one of my tom right corner of the data series and drag down a
favorite tips s to move or copy a block of text by us- column or across a row, Autofill will automatically
ing Crrl-Delete (Move) or Ctrl-Insert {Copy), then fill in the rest of the data.
Enter when the cursor is in the correct position. Autoformat applies a redefined format style to
And speaking of cursor, do you just hold down that the data selected. Excel 4.0 comes with a number of
cursor key to get from one location in your document professionally designed styles and you can also cre-
to another? Well, there are better ways. Try Curl-left ate and save your own.
arrow/right arrow to move one word left/right at a ChartWizards walk the user through the process
time; Home, left arrow to get to the left side of the of creating charts by providing dialog boxes contain-
screen and Home, right arrow (or Fnd) to get to the ing all the choices and instructions needed to add
right; the minus (~) or plus (+) on the numeric key- any of the dozens of types of charts available in Mi.
pad to move up/down one screen at a time; crosoft Excel to your document.

PageUp/PageDown will move you to the first line of Popup menus are a new feature finding their way
the previous/next page. into Windows programs that comes from IBM's Sys-
Another time saver is the repeat key (Esc). After tems Applications Architecture (SAA} specifica-

pressing Esc (and changing the value as necessary), tion. Press the right mouse button and a

the next keystroke will be repeated that number of contexe-sensitive menu pops up at the mouse

times. Cursor down 22 lines: Esc, 22, down arrow. pointer’s location on the screen. These menus can

The default value can be changed for the session by be moved around just like any other window by

pressing Esc, then the number followed by a Return— dragging its title bar with a mouse or using the

or permanently by going into Setup (Shft-F1). move command from its control box menu. The
The evening ended with a review of some ad- menus contain commands relative to the data being

vanced formatting techniques, such as Conditional worked on at the time, data either selected or con-

End of Page (to keep a specified number of lines from taining the cursor. W

being broken by a page break), Block Protect (to keep

a section of text from being split), and Widow/

Orphan protection (to prevent one line of a paragraph

from being printed ar the top or bottom of a page). N
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SIG REPORTS

GeoWorks

Mike Wilson

"The Mother of All Upgrades!”

...Bob Basaraba
The faithful have been justified in their beliefs; the
GeoWorks upgrade is here, ac last. “The future is here
and it (Geo)works,” so might have said Herbert
Hoover. Well ol' H.H. was wrong about Russian Com-
munism, but I don’t think he would have been wrong
about GeoWorks 2.0. This GUI will stick to your fin-
gers and your ribs, [ think. It’s almost too much pro-
gram. (Other publishers would have sprinkled this
much productivity out one application at a time,
$200.00 at a time!)

This month's meeting began wich Bob Basaraba's
howl of delight. Nice to see 2 boy happily at play,
making nice, and sharing, isn't it? Before the group
was led through a typical installation of the new up-
grade, Bob led us through a bit of Consumer Eco-
nomics. We totaled up the cost {2.0 also) of ALL of
the upgrades offered to Geoites over the years and
found that one would have spent abour $380 includ-
ing tax, handling and shipping. Bob made the obvi-
ous point that that ain’t bad, folks. Love the smell of
a bargain in the morning!

After the math lesson, Bob led us through over-
head projections of innumerable pages of NEW/
STUFF shipped with the upgrade. We have at least
a year of SIG agendas on that list. Exciting times
ahead. There are deskrop-publishing-type features in
the improved GeoWrite application: import graph-
ics, flow text around graphics, FULL drawing func-
tion in Write, find and convert, variable columns,
etc., and I mean etc.! There is a NEW database
(yea, yea, it is a flat file db, give me a break!)} with
FULL drawing function, graphing, drag and drop,
etc. There is a NEW spreadsheet, with all the good
stuff. All three of the core applications import and
convert files from the major programs. GeoWrite:
Wordperfect, Write, the expected programs and
some unexpected. GeoFile: Dbase and others. Geo-
Calc: 123 and others. The other applications we
have learned to appreciate are back in improved
form as well as some new applications. It is going to
rake time to absorb all of the changes and improve-
ments.

After all of the gee whizzing, Bob installed 2.0 o
show us the way. And the way was at peace with the
way of the universe. This is an easy installation. The
programmers at Berkeley have gone to the trouble of

thinking things out for us end users. And us dum-
mies who don't know a string variable from a string
bikini—well, maybe we do, bur.... We were firscly
amused by the Mouse Installation Choice, Have No
Idea, and then secondly impressed that this option
looks to the AUTOEXEC batch file and uses the
mouse driver it finds there. This is an elegant solu-
tion, for it means one mouse driver on your system---
less filling, more taste! Bob constantly points out
how smart the Berkeley people work. There is a good
magazine article in that concept, somewhere. The
bottom line is this; back up all your GeoWrite files
first, move your Addition sub directory (if you make
one) into Directory, choose the first installation op-
tion (Install v2.0, keep v1.2, and convert GeoWrite
files to the new format) on the menu. Don't go any-
where once you load the first of seven 3.5 disks
‘cause this won't take long. See you at the next SIG.
Enjoy. B

Programming
Wendy Sarrett

In May we did a potpourri of things. We dis-
cussed Spontaneous Assembly for C/C+ + 3.0.
This is a nice lirtle set of libraries for the DOS pro-
grammer. [im Morley presented his VB DOS cor-
ner. In June we plan to see VB Windows 3.0. m

CUSTOM
COMPUTER

CUSTOM PROGRAMMER
& COMPUTER CONSULTANT

For the Small Business Professional who wants to keep it
SIMPLE!! You won’t have to learn everything about
computers. From a simple data base to multiple inter-
connected files. If you're tired of all the “space” talk and
want to get it done in plain English, give us a call!!

WE FEATURE @ & A
Very Reasonable
Henri Pierre Laborde
(714) 895-2432
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