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Back in Southern California from his holiday stay in
chilly Canada, and after conducting a lively Random Ac-
cess, President Bob Basaraba opened the 108th General
Meeting at 9:06 a.m. on January 29ch. His opening (non-
modem) message concerned InterNet, what many volun-
teers have done to make it an international success, and
how OCIPUG, too, should call for participation actively
in community service.

The first technical session was opened by Novell’s Ed
Montour, who detailed Personal NetWare, sold alone
but included wich Novell DOS 7.0 (extending what pre-
viously had been Digital Research’s DR-DOS). Personal
NetWare seems to be upgraded from NetWare Lite as a
simple, scalable, pect-to-peer networking solution, that
{unlike its predecessor) interacts seamlessly with many
NetWare dedicated-server networks. The older NetWare
Lite and newer Personal NetWare cannot be used in one
work group.

His presentation was extended further by Novell's
Jovan Jovanovic, who answered many questions from the
floor concerning Novell DOS 7.0, a disk operating sys-
tem that again seems to keep ahead of systems offered by
Microsoft and IBM.

After a break, Direcror and SIG Chairman Walt
Strong introduced SIG [eaders and committee chairs
with meeting and change announcements. Bob Basaraba
told how by-law changes are now under consideration
and that copies of the by-laws were on the RBBS (and
might be included in the new-member diskette).

Compton's NewMedia sent Blake Synder to demon-
strate several CD-ROM programs in the final technical
session. Despite some inadequacy of the college projec-
tor, the detailed and brilliant features of the Interactive
Encyclopedia 2.0 for Windows, the high-quality sound
and pictures of Jazz, @ Multimedia History, and the razzma-
tazz of The Sporting News Pro Football Guide were enjoy-
able to experience.

The meeting closed with the usual drawing for prizes;
winners are shown elsewhere. OCIPUG thanks those
who donated prizes! W

Harv Haight
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President’s Message

Bob Basaraba

Hello, fearless leader here. Nice to
see you all have dropped in for an-
other pep talk. Well, well, we have
had a GREAT month. Why was it
great! Because you have been sup-
porting your club. Quite simple re-
ally. The fruir tree I spoke of last
month appears to be showing signs of
new buds. But that's not a signal to
quit watering the thing. I'li tell you
about some of the new developments
in a moment—Dbut first let’s get a
couple of announcements out of the
way. The anonymous user confer-
ence did not garner even one posting
last month, I'm getting so lonely that
I'll have to send myself some anony-
mous mail just to have something to
read at 3:00 a.m. ::sniff:: Well, there
are at least two different conclusions
to draw from this. Either the thing is
too darn confusing to use—or you
can't think of what to use it for.
Mike Springer came up with a
good observation about how we
might make things clearer regarding
its use, While | was waiting for my
README.DOC (yes, [ wait for it
just like you do), I was considering
that it was not clear EXACTLY
when the password rolls over to the
new password each month. Addition-
ally, Mike pointed out that even
though all of the README.DOC:s
are delivered to the post office on ex-
actly the same day, they do not reach
all our members on exactly the same
day (we had some interesting sugges-
tions in the suggestion boxes about
this as well. We'll be following up on
a couple of them). ::Bing:: the light
goes on! Some people might not
know when the password changes
and try and log in with the old one
or new one and, depending on the
date, either get in or don’t get in.
OOPS! So Mike and I discussed the
issue, and here's the NEW anony-
mous user conference policy. The
password—this month will be sim-
ple—will change each moath at mid-
night on the last day of the month to
the new password which I will specify
in the president’s message. Still too

confusing? OK, leave me some
anonymous mail ::grin:: and let me
know. What to use it for? Well, it’s
4:00 a.m. and you know that I'm
probably still up--—-but you are a de-
cent individual, and besides your
spouse will want to know who on
earth you are talking to at 4:00 a.m.
anyway. You have a suggestion/com-
ment, the SIG space is closed—what
to do? Fire up the computer, turn on
the modem...and...and...use the elec-
tronic suggestion box that 1 coerced
the poor SYSOPs into working so
hard on. If you don't, [ may be elec-
tronically lynched!! ::schrik...zap!!:
An ugly thought! Those of you who
have been reading my columns care-
fully each month witl remember that
1 said that all of the Board meetings
will be in the SIG space this year.
Well, they won't be. At the Board
meeting on Monday January 31, we
did get around to voting on most of
the calendar for 1994. The details of
the vote are in the Board minutes
published in this month's
README.DOC.

Your Board has settled on a calen-
dar for the Board meeting dates and
General Meeting dates. The file is
called 1994 v1l.txe and is located
on the BBS in the text information
section. That's the same place we
have the By-laws, in the BY-
LAWSL.TXT file. If there are any
more edits to it—they will have suc-
cessive numbers i.e., 1994_v1l.txt,
v13.txt, etc. Walt Strong added che
“F” designation to the dates when
the SIG space will be free. If you are
interested in a specific date please
get in touch with Terri Hansen, our
Equipment & Facilities Usage com-
mittee chair. Her phone number is in
the back of README.DOC.

Okay, enough announcements al-
ready! If you attended the General
Meeting in January you know how
pleased I am that we NOW have a
Community Services Commirtee.
Your responses to my suggestions
were quite simply—excellent!! How
nice, now this really feels like a club.
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We received 12 sign-up forms for the Community Serv-
ices Committee in the suggestion boxes at the General
Meeting and SIG space. The Board has ratified the
nomination of Dr. Ellis Thomas as Community Service
Committee chair. | have met with him and he has sent
me a two-page fax full of really great ideas. For those of
you who also signed up—he will be contacting you
shortly, if he hasn't by the time this gets to you.

In another inspiring turn of events, we have a new
Advertising Commirttee chair. The Board has ratified
Dean Reinemann's nomination as chair of the Advertis-
ing Committee. Mr. Reinemann has a degree in commu-
nications, and has worked in public relations in
industry. As of the time of this writing, Dean does not
have any other members working with him. You can
leave e-mail on the BBS or fill out a committee interest
sign-up form and put it in the suggestion box in the SIG
space or the General Meeting—we’ll make sure he gets
them. Let's get some advertising revenue generated—
we can buy our own software company!! (Sorry, got car-
ried away there...ahh...winter, and the scent of
takeovers is in the air...)

Sooo...your president is very enriced, and you know
what that means ...yep!...you guessed it

InterNet. Now [ have all these committee interest
sign-up forms which have InterNet checked off on
them. Most of them say, “I know nothing, but I'm will-
ing to learn.” That's good. We will all be learning now.
In face we may learn that because we have an active
and viable COMMUNITY SERVICES vehicle in the
club, that this might just get us into the InterNet a lot
easier than if we were just a bunch of selfish people.

Hmmm...INTEResting how all of this is INTERcen-
nected, one hand washes the other. One of the most
important things to remember about the InterNet is
that it is massive. It will take time for us to implement
an access strategy that will serve us over time. [ under-
stand that Pete Allen has suggested that he might be of
some help. [ have been using UNIX and the InterNet
for many years, and [ know I'm just scratching the sur-
face. What we want to do at this point is look at all of
the options open to us for gaining access to the In-
terNet. Form the committee. Nominate the chair. Give
committee members some direction as to where to look.
Basically get started. If you have logged into the BBS
and read the main conference recently, you would have
seen that I made an announcement regarding obtaining
a copy of UNIX for 25 bucks at the swap meet (it was
cheap, after | told the nice lady that we were a Commu-
nity Service organization). It's on a CD-ROM, I think
we could get it booted on the club's computer and then
we might get cozy with UNIX. We might also be able to
use it to get hooked up some how, but right now we are
just in the infant stages. In addition to the computers
which I spoke about in December’s Prez's message, we
could probably use another one specifically for the In-
terNet access committee. So, are there any more donors

out there? Get in touch with me if you get a sudden
rash of altruism. [ understand there's an outbreak in the
club.

In closing, we have received some very good (and a
few silly) suggestions in the suggestion boxes. All of
them are getting read and considered carefully. I would
like to comment on them this month to let you know
that we are paying attention...and you know 1
would...bur alas, I've been cautioned to keep my mes-
sage to a length that can be read in an afeernoon.
Shucks. So, I'll wait till next month to comment on the
suggestions. If you come to the General Meeting this
month you'll probably see a couple of suggestions imple-
mented. [ will be putting a discussion of member’s sug-
gestions on the February 28th Board meeting's agenda.
So, be there at 6:30 p.m. at the SIG space. By the way,
the for the good of the group part of the last Board meet-
ing was a pleasant breath of fresh air, as those of you
who were there, I'm sure, would agree. Keep it up peo-
ple...see you at a SIG or the General. B

PROTECT YOUR P(Cs & DATA
The Best Preventive Maintenance
EXPERT COMPUTER CLEANING
Baékups, Upgrades, Repairs

for IBMs, Compatibles, MACs

o _QCIPUG Discounts
- Call 800-378-3787

CESCO Computel; Care

FEBRUARY 1994

REANME DO PAGFE 3



Herb’s

‘HomgomL

Herb Huey

OH, TO PLUG AND PLAY!

What in the world? #$@#%&!! I'm sure that many
of you have also uttered a few deleted expletives fight-
ing some particularly frustrating hardware configuration
nightmare. No wonder so many PC users are afraid to
life the cover off their computers! In my case, | received
some software to try America Online for free. [ loaded
the Windows-based software and found out that Win-
dows won't recognize that my modem is using COMZ.
That's strange since my internal modem works just fine
under DOS. I have no hardware conflicts berween my
modem card and my serial card that 1 can detect. At
this time, the TV blares an Apple commercial touting
the plug and play simplicity of their computers. Could I
somehow be getting Mac envy?

Help may be on the way for us long-suffering PC us-
ers from an unexpected source—Microsoft, of all com-
panies, is pushing a long overdue Plug and Play
standard. Just imagine plugging several cards into your
PC, turn on your system and it instantly recognizes the
presence of all your cards and loads in all the appropri-
ate device drivers. Imagine not having to worry about
IRQs, /O or SCSI addresses or setting switches and
jumpers. Imagine turning on your laptop and yanking
out one of your PCMCIA cards, plugging in a different
card and your laptop automatically senses the change
and loads in the appropriate driver while power is still
on!

Why is Microsoft so concerned about Plug and Play?
The popularity of Windows has provided the impetus
for Microsoft to get a Plug and Play standard for all the
devices that are being plugged into our PCs. Early work
on such a standard was started last year by Microsoft
and Intel. Last July, over one hundred leading hardware
vendors got a sneak peak on how Plug and Play will
work with the next generation of Windows—Windows
4.0, a.k.a Chicago. In August, Intel followed up witha
seminar on how hardware vendors can provide Plug
and Play features with other operating systems like
DOS and Windows 3.1.

The demonstrations must have been impressive. Ma-
jor hardware vendors who have jumped on the Plug

and Play bandwagon include Incel, IBM, Compagq, Dell,
Gateway, AST, Toshiba, Phoenix, Acer, Nartional Semi-
conductor, 3COM, Adaptec, and Future Domain.
These companies are writing the specs for new BIOS
routines, plug-in cards, and all peripherals that plug
into all the major [fO architectures such as ISA, EISA,
VESA, PCI, SCSI, IDE, ECP, and PCMCIA. Plug and
Play is also meant to be an open system that can be eas-
ily extended to new bus systems and devices.

Of course, there's a catch before you can enjoy Plug
and Play. You need an advanced operating system (0S)
that is Plug and Play compatible. This is where Mi-
crosoft comes in with their announcement that Win-
dows 4.0 will be Plug and Play compatible. Since Plug
and Play is intended to be hardware standard compat-
ible with any OS, let’s hope that the developers of
other O8s as 0S/2, Unix, and Novell DOS will decide
to jump on the Plug and Play bandwagon.

Windows 4.0 will provide a Configuration Manager
that will manage all the hardware resources in your sys-
tem. In addition, Windows 4.0 will allow the user to
load and unload any Plug and Play compatible device
drivers on the fly so that you can load in device drivers
when needed. This is accomplished simply by plugging
in the hardware when needed. What a radical concept!
Of course, our Apple friends will mention that they
have had Plug and Play capability for over eight years!

While your head is up in the clouds, there is another
catch. Microsoft recently announced another delay in
the release of Windows 4.0 to late 1994. Already, indus-
try experts are saying it will be 1995 before we see Win-
dows 4.0. Meanwhile, most of us have systems with lots
of hardware that does not support Plug and Play. Fortu-
nately, there is a simple solution. Manufacturers can
provide an instatlation program that will configure the
device automatically. However, when you add in your
old cards, your system is likely to get confused (a polite
way of saying crash). That is why Windows 4.0 is
needed to manage your resources. Windows 4.0 can de-
tect your non-Plug and Play devices and assign them
the system resources they need before configuring the
mote flexible Plug and Play devices.

So, how does Plug and Play work? An enhanced sys-
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zm BIOS assigns unique identification codes to each of
your hardware components. The BIOS will then deter-
mine if you have the required components to boot up
your system. After boot up, the BIOS will examine your
Plug and Play components and pass on the information
to the OS.

The first Plug and Play devices are now entering the
market, Intel has released a Plug and Play sound card
and Furure Domain now has a Plug and Play SCSI card.
A new generation of ISA Plug and Play cards will soon
be out on the market. Eliminating DIP switches and
jumper blocks is no big deal for manufacturers, so per-
haps the day will come when I won't have any mote
hardware problems to report in this column. What will
[ write about? Newer generation buses like PCI and
PCMCIA are alteady designed to be software-configur-
able 5o all that will be needed are Plug and Play compat-
ible software drivers.

Most of our PCs are still based on the IBM AT de-
sign introduced in 1984. The concept of Plug and Play
is the first solid initiative by the PC industry to intro-
duce ease of use to the PC world. Fussing with harware

configurations is a waste of rime and money. The bene-
fir to both users and industry will be enormous and
maybe [ can get some of those Apple supporters off my
back. As Mr. Spock would say, “Live long and prosper,
Plug and Play!!”

SIGNING OFF

At the beginning of ¢his column I mentioned that
Windows could not detect my internal modem con-
nected to COM2. After checking my hardware, I found
no hardware conflicts. [ finally checked my Windows
INIfiles. In SYSTEM.INI I found the setup information
for COM2. COM2 looks okay but near the end of SYS-
TEM.INI I found that my Pro Audio Spectrum sound
card also wants IRQ3. Ir turns our in Windows when
two devices contend for the same interrupt request line,
Windows says, “Nobody gets it!” Meanwhile, I get the
cryptic message No devices connected to COM2, | reas-
signed the sound card to IRQI0 and everything is fine.

The Windows joke of the month is—1It is rumored
that Microsoft's new thesaurus offers a new word for
Paradise—Redmond!! m

Top 10 for 1994, pc compytme
Best of 1393, rc macazme
Best Buy, rc womp
Usahility Hall of Fame, pc coveurns
Win 100, wwpows macazine
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GENERAL MEETING

February 26 at 9:00 a.m.
Orange Coast College Science Hall

Terry Currier

At our February General Meeting we will take a look
at another operating system (other then MS DOS).
IBM is coming to show O5/2 2.1. How do you de-
scribe a operating system that will allow the user to do
just about anything? First off, you get more memory
and with it run vircual DOS machines. You can even
load multiple configurations in each virtual machine.
This means you can set one window to run with a
setup of files=60, buffers=30 for dBASE, while for
WordPerfect change its window to files=30, buff.

ers=20, and load more device drivers. Multimedia sup-

port is included in OS/2 2.1, which allows you to
record, play back, and manipulate various multimedia
files and devices. In fact, IBM products won top hon-
ors at Fall 1993 Comdex, including a Best of Show
award for multimedia software which went to IBM’s
Ultimedia Video IN/2.

QOur second guest speaker will be Best Data Prod-
ucts. They will be showing their new ACE board. ACE
stands for Advanced Communication Enhancement

Winners of January 1994 Drawing

Novell Personal Netware
Novell Personal Netware

Dennis Anderson
Joseph Brugman

Jack Butler Compron's Interactive Encylopedia
Dennis Carroll Pro Football Guide - Compton's

John Despot Pro Football Guide - Compton’s
Anthony Dopaze  Recipe Cookbook of the Rich & Famous
Paul Fuller Novell DOS 7.0

Authur Green Jazz - Compton's

Mike Kruss Novell Personal Netware

Robert Lynch Novell DOS 7.0

Carl Rau Compton’s Interactive Encylopedia

Ken Sander Novell Personal Netware

Dean Sowers Novell Personal Netware

Josephine Wilde Recipe Cookbook of the Rich & Famous
Mili Yin Jazz - Compron's

Also Novell gave 2 copies of Novell Personal Netware to OCIPUG to help set up a network.

and believe me that's true. This is a do-all board that
you can use as a 14.4 modem with V.42bis, send and re-
ceive Fax at 14.4, provides a Panasonic CD-ROM inter-
face that replaces the CD controller card AND sound
card. It is even MPC I compliant, and will do true 16-
bit play and recording of sound. It can act as a voice-
messaging system with password protection and up to
999 mailboxes. You can even program it to have on-
hold music. Not impressed yet? How about if I told you
that it has Speak Fax capabilities—it will read faxes to
you over the phone. Or how about if I told you that to
upgrade the board you won’t have to buy a whole new
board? Upgrades will be sold as software and combina-
tion hardware-software packages. Upgrade packages will
be sold as a modular SKU. Incidentally, the chips used
in it are Mwave Digital Signal Processors, DSP, which
are made by [BM.

A special note here: We were planning to have Im-
ageWare come and show us their Morphing and Image
editing programs, but they were not able to make it. |
called Best Data Products and they said a tentative yes,
but would confirm Monday the day after the newsletter
goes to print. If you want to confirm who really is com-
ing, you can call the OCIPUG hot line, (714) 843-2048.
|

The Program Committee will
meet af 2.30 p.m. in the
OCIPUG SIG space,
after the Generaf Meeting.
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THE EASIEST-TO-USE WINDOWS SPREADSHEET

S

"Quattro Pro—that's like being offere
a Lexus for the price of a Hyundai.”

—-Los Angeles Times, September 23, 1993

Experts say Quattro Pro is
better thai 1-2-3 and Excel

New Quattro® Pro 5.0 for only $49.95?
Isn’t this the spreadsheet that just
outscored 1-2-3 in performance, ease
of learning and use, and quality of
output and presentations, in PC Week's
critical “First Look™ review? Isn’t this
the spreadsheet that just revolution-
ized ease of use with Spreadsheet
Notebooks, Interactive Tutors, and
Experts™? Isn’t this the spreadsheet
that PC Computing just voted Most
Valuable Product in the spreadsheet
category? And that just won PC
Magazine’s Editor’s Choice award?
Yes. Yes! YES!

. 1"
 «iis program is ho*

_ InfoWorld, Nov- 1993

. L R TR e
ot et

Well, why on earth is Borland
virmally giving it away? The answer

is simple. We want to make you an

offer so irresistible, you’ll rush out to
see today’s hoftest spreadsheet.

Breakthrough technology
you have to see fo hefieve

InfoWorld says, “several innovations
give Quattro Pro a leg up on the
current version of Excel.” Interactive
Tutors teach new users how to per-
form common tasks. Experts walk
you through advanced analyticat
procedures, chart creation, scenario
management, and worksheet consoli-
dation. There are new @functions,
new Intelligent Graphs, new ways to
analyze your data graphically, and
easier ways to manage scenarios.
The Database Desktop™ unlocks the
doors to external databases, and the
Data Medeling desktop outperforms
Lotus Improv. Plus the
new Workgroup Edition
buiids in full support for
SQL servers and lets you
share worksheets with others
over networks and E-mail *

Now is the perfect time to take the
world’s best spreadsheet for a spin.
Test-drive Quattro Pro today. Availabie
in award-winning DOS, Windows, and
-special Workgroup editions.

Award-winning selection!

Workgroup
Edition Upgrade

Dos Windows

r-9(;:i-ay,-n-1lor:;-b-ac-k ;:;ragel-l
I See your dealer or call now, I
I 1-800-336-6464, ext. 8343 |

In Canada call, 1-800-461-3327

Boriand

Power made easy~

“*Supported communication fransports: Novell Message Handling Service (MHS and NGM); MCT Mail; co:Mait (vepdor-independent messaging); Windews for Workgooups, MS-Mail, and other MAPt-compliant messaping ser-
vices, Local Arca Metwork (LAN) systems, such as Novell NetWare, Banyan, IBM® LAN Server, MS-LAN Manager, AT&T StarGROUP, and other peer-lo-peer nelworks, Offers good in the United Siates and Canada anly.
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Once in a while in the computer world something ap-
pears that holds the possibility of being so much becter
than what is available, I think two thoughs—I hope so
and why didn’t
someone think
of that before.

Last fall an
IBM advertise-
ment caught
my eye. In the
middle of cthe
dark gray IBM
Think Pad
notebook,
glowed a red
dot nestled be-
tween the G, H
and B keys. IBM called it a Track Point II pointing
device.

No mouse, no trackball. .

I went down to a retail store to try it out. A brief ses-
sion had me intrigued, but [ don’t use a laptop and a lap-
top's keyboard and displays just aren't the same as in a
desktop. It was difficult for me—not a laptop user—to
know if the limitations of the device were due to the
pointer or the laptop display.

In November, a group of top IBM executives came to
the North Orange County Computer Club. [ went with
two questions and got two positive answers.

Would the pointing device be available in a full size
keyboard in other IBM computers? Jim Davis, an IBM
seniot engineer/scientist (it was his team that developed
the Think Pad in one year} demonstrated a PS2E com-
puter with a full size keyboard with the pointing de-
vice.Davis said keyboards would be sold separately to
add one ro an existing computer.

Would IBM license other manufacturers to include
the pointing device for other brands of computers and
keyboards? Davis said they would. However, only after
the uniqueness of the device wore off in typical com-
puter time line fashion, say about in six months.

Unfortunately, Davis was packing up the PS2E before
[ got to lay a finger on che pointing device. What [ had
really wanted was to have some hands on time to play
with the device.

The next day I tried to buy a keyboard with the de-
vice, but found out the supply line was being consumed

| by PS computer production. I did manage to get a key-

board loaned to me for two weeks by Lexmark who

Keyboard Device Poinfs
1o the Future

Dean Reinemann

manufactures them for IBM. The keyboard promptly ar-
rived air express stravegically crushed so there was no
way to use it. After several days another keyboard ar-
rived. However it anly would work with an [BM PS1 or
PS2 model computer. [ don't have a PS computer. And
there was no way to adapt it to work with a PC. This
meant [ had to take the keyboard to a PS1 or PS2 to
plug into. It was inconvenient, but rurned our to be an
excellent way to have others try out the pointing device
and get their reactions.

Buc me first. [ like it. I really like it. To describe how
it feels to me is a liccle like telling you what a mango
tastes like. Remember when you first tried word process-
ing versus a typewriter! The feeling I had was while typ-
ing was a necessary evil to produce a written document,
word processing on a computer was enjoyable and actu-
ally pulled me to the task. The pointing device parallels
this seductive experience. I tolerate the mouse, but [ en-
joy the pointing device. It only takes one finger, not a
entire hand and arm extended from the body. The sensa-
tion is a bit like sliding a piece of ice on a warm, flat
piece of glass. Something like a Quija board slider. Very
responsive and blazingly fast. IBM calls it intuitive and |
think that is descriptive.

Davis made an interesting observation. Using a
mouse, he often would often overshoot his intended tar-
get. With the pointing stick, he hits his target. | had the
same experience going directly to my objective. The
harder you push on the pointing device, the faster the
cursor goes. But the pointing stick doesn’t move like a
joy stick. And with the pointing device your fingers
never leave the keyboard which is a real bonus for touch
typists. Users naturally drop the heels of their hands to
the table top allowing a change of posture hand and a
rest when doing extensive cursor manipulation. Clicking
is done with the thumbs on two pads below the space
bar. {Lexmark offers a keyboard with the spacebar split.
You can program both to be space bars, or either half
can be a back space delete key and the other a space
bar.)

Young users at an intermediate school eagerly took
to the pointing device and gave it a universal thumbs
up. One boy wordlessly pantomimed the fact you never
run out of rolling space as with a mouse. Another plus
for the pointing device.

Members of the sales staff at a computer store also

Continued on Page 10...
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If your data is important, you take
as much care as you can to protect
it. Depending on its importance
you may even back it up every day.
Well, that was the case with the
data at my job. We backed up our
file server every day and performed
a complete file by file comparison
of the back-up. On Monday that
meant a complete back-up of over
3000 files or 400 Megs and on
Tuesday through Friday an incre-
mental back-up. We have four sets
of tapes (one complete tape and
one incremental tape in a set)
which are rotated weekly so that
there is a month of back-ups avail-
able. However, thar was not
enough (but I am getting ahead of
myself).

This story started over a year
ago when we installed a file server
and started to rely heavily on an
electronic system to supporc our
technicians. As the number of
documents converted to work on
the system grew, it became appar-
ent that we needed a back-up sys-
tem to protect our data. We
purchased a Colorado Powertape 2
Gigabyte Back-up System
($1500+) so that unattended back-
ups could occur nightly and so
there would be no switching of
tapes or compression of data,
When the drive was installed, we
performed a test back-up and re-
store on a directory on both the net-
work and the local drive which
passed perfectly. Since April of
1993 we have performed a nightly
back-up and comparison of our sys-
rem. The number of files on the sys-
tem has grown to over 3000.

A number of times the compari-
son alerted us that we had a prob-
lem with the back-up which was
corrected by a cleaning of che drive
ot a reformatting of the rape. How-

A Few Lessons Learned or...
How Safe is Your Data?

David R. Allen

ever, during the nightly back-up of
the Server on December 13 two
files reported file allocation errors.
The normal routine of cleaning che
tape drive and reformatting the
tape did not correct the problem.
Two additional actempes o back-
up the system were made thar day
but were unsuccessful. The follow-
ing day a number of attempts were
made to back-up the system as well
as backing up a local drive. The lo-
cal drive backed up fine but the
server was still reporring file alloca-
tion errors; but the files which had
the problems were always different
files. The system was checked for vi-
ruses, the Novell system was
checked, the Novell disk drive was
inspected for Hot Fix status (soft-
ware which monitors the data
which is placed on a hard drive and
automatically reallocartes any sus-
pected areas on the hard drive),
and che files which were re-
ported to have allocation er-

rors were loaded and found to

be good.

Finally on Wednesday the
15th the real problem was
identified. The fan on the
power supply was not run-
ning. The server was system-
atically turned off normally.

When the fan was repaired

on the 16¢h the server would not
mount the volumes and the Novell
software would not run. We tried
repair a number of times and it re-
ported there were no problems, but
when we tried to mount the vol-
ume the Novell software reporced
minor problems in the FAT.

At chis point we contacted our
LAN services group who had been
working with us and they allocated
enough space on another server for
us to reload our server back-up so
we could continue working. When

the tape back-ups were restored
less than a quarter of each of the
tapes were readable, although the
back-up software supposedly com-
plered a file by file comparison with
the files on the server and reported
no errors. We contacted Colorado
and they assured us the data was on
the tapes but we needed their new
software which was on their BBS.
We downloaded the software and
unfortunately got the same results.
We contacted Colorado again and
tried a number of things with them
including running everyrhing from
the command line to testing the lo-
cal back-up and restore. At this
point we were reprimanded as to
having used the version of sofrware
supplied with the rape drive and for
not having used their newer ver-
sion. When we asked why we regis-
tered the drive if they were not
going to notify us of software

changes or why a file by file com-
parison had no errors and yer the re-
store command says files are
unreadable, they had no answer.
They also could not explain how
each of our last three weeks of tape
back-ups only restored less than
25% but each rape restored a differ-
ent set of files. The files were obvi-
ously bad one week but good the
next.

Novell was conracred again and
they recommended that the drive
be sent to Ontrack Data Recovery,
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Inc. The drive was delivered to On-
track on the 17th and they had re-
covered virtually all of the data and
had the data back to us by the Z1st.
The system was up and running by
the 22nd. The cost of the data re-
covery service was $2120 ($200 for
the diagnosis, $1800 for the data re-
covery, and $120 for the tapes on
which they returned our data).
This was actually inexpensive if you
look at the value of the data on the
hard drive. In ralking with the folks
at Ontrack, [ found ourt that ap-
proximately 30% or their business
is recovering data from tape back-
ups. A form which they say is much
less stable then hard drives. I also
asked about tape back-up software
that they could recommend as be-
ing the best. They said they would
call me when they found one.

During the week of December
13, 1993, the deparrment I work for
experienced five separate computer
failures (out of 36). Four of these
failures were caused by the fan in
the power supply failing and one
was caused by a resistance in the re-
set switch. Three of the failures did
not cause any loss of data or ex-
tended down time. One of the fail-
ures caused the loss of all the data
on a hard drive by writing data to
the FAT (both copies). Fortunately
we had purchased a portable rape
back-up system (Colorado Trakker
250) which runs from the parallel
port of any computer and the drive
had been backed up less than two
weeks carlier. The drive was re-
stored after the power supply was
replaced with minor data loss. We
have never had any problems with
the data on any of the small Colo-
rado tape drives as long as a com-
pare has been run which has
identified writing (cleaning) and
tape (formarting) problems. The fi-
nal failure was on the file server
which was covered above.

Since this experience we have
learned a number of things. First of
all, be aware of your computer and
start a routine maintenance pro-
gram. We went around and in-
spected the computers after the

second fan was found not working
and found two others not working.
A number of computers looked like
hair balls hiding under your bed.
The insides looked even worse.
Most people in a corporation do
not take care of their equipment or
don't know enough to do so. Be
sure someone has the responsibility
to take care of remote computers
(file servers) or shared resources
(computer centers). Maintenance
educartion for employees is an im-
portant aspect of keeping your com-
puter resources healthy. The cost of
a second fan is nothing in compari-
son to the cost of most components
in a computer or the data stored
there. Talking with one of the re-
pair technicians, [ found our thac in
one computer the CPU melted the
motherboard after a fan failure. |
personally run three fans in my
home computer.

How safe is your data!?? During
this mishap you may have no idea
how we felr...maybe you know ex-
actly how we felt. We were doing
everything by the book and as rec-
ommended. Yet we ended up with
no usable back-ups. You have no
idea how many people question you
as to how this could occur. You
also find out how many people ate
in the same boat or worse. How can
you tell your back-up is good? The
data which is really important to
you should be restored from your
back-up to a different directory or
drive after a file by file comparison.
It is also recommended that file
tape back-up compression not be
used, if possible. Compression adds
another place where an error can
occur and compression would make
recovering the data from the tape
much more difficult. If you can af-
ford it, a second hard drive for a
copy of your data to be stored on is
also recommended. This drive
would be incrementally updared to
reduce the chance of corruption by
a complete back-up {copy) and
would also be a handy replacement
in cthe event of a failure. Also, you
may wish to contact your drive
manufacturer periodically to see if

they have updated their software.
Colorado is up to versions Jumbo
4.03, Trakker 4.03 and supposedly
Powertape 4.03, although their
board only had up to Powertape
40l.m

KEYBOARD DEVICE
..Continued from Page 8

liked the pointing device. They
want to sell the pointing device key-
boards as soon possible. At the cur-
rent retail price of $159 for PS
computers, they pointed our it
would be less money than a good
keyboard and a good mouse pur-
chased separately.

One of the salesmen said his
wife has been using a Think Pad ex-
tensively and has worn through the
red covering of the pointing stick
post. However the computer was
shipped with spares and replace-
ment was €asy.

In my limited lugging around the
keyboard, | found only one person,
a young lady, who didn’t immedi-
ately like the Track Point II. How-
ever, it turned out she had only
been using a computer for one
week. When keyboards will be
ready for PCs, you will also have
the option of using a mouse along
with the pointing device. Like most
things in computers, nothing ever
seems to do everything, so it's possi-
ble the mouse will remain for cer-
tain uses where it simply is the best
choice.

Published reports say IBM spent
six years developing the pointing
device. Toshiba has a very similar
looking pointing device in a note-
book. Usually reliable resources re-
port Apple will, in the next year,
have a small pad below the key-
board on which your finger tip
movement will move the cursor.
Perhaps the pointing stick will be
many users’ choice to move the cur-
sor. Perhaps something else will
emerge. Choice is always good.

PS keyboards are available now
from IBM at 800-426-1968 for
$159 and from Lexmark at 800-438-
2468 for $149.
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My apologies: Acculogic and |
have not yet resolved some ques-
tions about how properly to use
their sIDE-1/16 board to drive any
IDE drive in a PC or XT. I'll let
those interested know next time.

My wife often calls me the origi-
nal cheap Charlie. This follows from
my raking ten years to get new cat-
peting, but enough of thar. I, too,
have multimedia fever, bur after sev-
eral installations and some resulting
impressions I refused to spend $400
or more for what [ wanted in a CD-
ROM system.

In these installations, both on a
network and on individual ma-
chines, a SCSI interface was com-
bined with a sound board, and
double or triple speed drives assured
fast data transfer, to avoid jagged
graphic images or jerky action in
games, as well as unnecessary delays
of display. The sound board made it
feasible to air four or five watts of
exquisire sound (moans of game vic-
tims) through exrernal standard 8-
ohm speakers.

Instead, I laid down $179 at Mi-
cro Center for a stand-alone double-
speed drive with a non-SCSI
interface and no augmentced sound.
Marketed as IBM Easy Option,
Model CD654, its instructions for
installation were written in legible
English and were technically quite
correct. It was described as MPC
Compliant and it seemed to meet
its fairly impressive performance
specifications.

It worked with such CDs as
ABDs US Business Phone Directory,
Mayo Clinic Family Health Book,
Chestnut's Ham Radio, and the
12th edition of PC-SIG Library.
These and others like them need no
sound. The player had two RCA
jacks in che back and a stereo head-
phone jack at the front, with a vol-
ume control. The RCA jacks could
deliver 0.8 volt RMS (sorry, non-
audio buffs) to 10 kilohms, quite
adequate for a stereo’s tine input,
while the headphone jack could
feed 0.65 volt RMS into 32-kilohm
headphones.

Again from Micro Center, on

Harv Haight

are ON.

Furthermore, the audio CD con-
tinued to play after I exited Win-
dows for other programs. Thus [
have excellent music while I work!

A caution to ALL CD-ROM
players! The resident programs nec-
essary to run the drive take up
lower or upper memory space.
Check into the use of MSDOS
6.2's Set Up Memaory feature, so
that you can readily switch the CD-
ROM in or out of CONFIG.SYS
and AUTOEXEC.BAT, to free
memory for programs that need
more than 520K minimum! |

sale at $13 a pair, | got two Labtec
CS-150 amplified speakers (batrery
or line-plug supply) with a stereo
plug, to go with my granddaugh-
ter’s Xmas portable CD player. Sur-
prise! It also fit the headphone jack
of the CD-ROM player, and sud-
denly I now had sound. Grand-
daughter Laura's CD player
sounded so good that I choughe I'd
try playing them through the CD-
ROM drive. Simple enough: into
Windows, go to Media Player, click
Device, and then CD Audio. It
worked, although the CD Audio
butron will operarte only when a
platter is in place and the speakers

BOARD MEETING MINUTES
...Continued from Page 27

31st, and July 25th moved to August 1st, wich the May Znd and August 1st
meetings to be held off-site if in conflict with a SIG meeting. Carried, (two
opposed (Fuller and Basaraba)).

Certificates of Recognition: It was moved (M. Lockie) and seconded (Cur-
rier) Stan Sabin be authorized to obtain additional cases (to a total of 5) of
certificates for recognizing the efforts of prior Club Member acrivities at a
cost up to $400. Carried.

NEXT MEETING

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on the
4th Monday of the month (February 28, 1994) ar the SIG space, 17632
Metzler Lane, Huntington Beach, CA at 6:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned ac 10:58 p.m. W
Respectfully recorded,
Larry Pearce, Secretary
{Editor’s note: The above minutes do not become official or certified unuil
adopted by the Board at their next Board meeting.) J
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why Getting a RAM Upgrade for Your PC
May Not Solve *Insufficient Memory”

Problems in Windows

Steve Eckols

“I just spent more than $600 on 16 MB of memory for
my PC, and I'm still getring 'insufficient memory’ mes-
sages from Windows! What's going on?”

Does this sound familiar? Whether you've recently
made an investment in a memory upgrade for your PC
or not, you've probably seen a Windows dialog box like

= Application Execution Error

Windows applications and then fry again.

@ Insufficient mamory to run this application. Quit one or mora

when you try to start a program.

MY PC HAS LOTS OF MEMORY.
HOW CAN | RUN OUT?

Actually, the message "insufficient memory” is am-
biguous. At first, you'd probably think it refers o the
large block of global memory Windows uses to load your
application program's code and data and that you can
expand by installing a memory upgrade in your PC. But
that's not necessarily the memory this message refers to.

It's just as likely that the message refers to much
smaller pools of memory that are keep inside Windows
and that your programs never access directly.

What are those memory pools? They're small (64K)
blocks that are called heaps and are used as work space
by two of the main components of Windows: USER and
GDIL. Collectively, the USER and GDI heaps are called
system Tesources.

USER controls windows themselves, dialog boxes,
and some elements of windows like menus. To store the
information it needs to provide these services for all ac-
tive programs, USER has two heaps, with a total fixed
size of 128K. As a program creates and manipulates win-
dows, menus, and dialog boxes, it causes USER rto de-
vote more and more heap space to it. If either of USER's
heaps fills, you'll get the “insufficient memory” dialog
1 box.

GDI (which stands for Graphics Device Interface) pro-
vides the internal tools that programs use to present in-
formation visually. It handles lower level requests that
involve bitmaps, fonts, icons, and drawing elements. lt
has to fulfill the requests of all running application pro-
grams with just one 64K heap, and if it fills, you'll also
get the "“insufficient memory” dialog box.

The heap sizes are unaffected by how much addi-

tional memory you install in your PC. Whether your PC
has 1, 2, 4, 8, 16 or more megabytes of RAM, the USER
and GDI heaps witt be the same, fixed size. The more
programs you run, the more likely you are to fill one of
the heaps. And, the more demanding those programs
are, the more heap space USER and GDI have to use to
meet their requeses.

HOW CAN { TELL WHAT PERCENTAGES OF
SYSTEM RESOURCES MY PROGRAMS USE?

Windows applications range from parsimonious to
profligate in their usage of system resources. Knowing
where the programs you use most fall on that spectrum
can help you decide which ones will probably run simul-
taneously without any problems.

You can use the Program Manager to find out which
of your programs are resource hogs. Before you start a pro-
gram, access the Program Manager's Help menu, then is-
sue the About the Program Manager command. Check
the System Resources percentage it reports. (This num-
ber reflects the percentage available from the GDI heap
or the USER heaps, whichever is smaller.) Next, start
your application program, switch back to the Program
Manager, and check the percentage again. You'll notice
that the percentage dropped, sometimes a lictle, some-
times a lot.

Another way to monitor memory usage and system re-
sources is to use the SysMeter program that comes with
the Windows Resource Kit (a modestly priced manual
and diskette published by Microsoft and available from
many software retailers). SysMerer displays three graphs
that show the percentages of system resources that are
frec. If a resource is so low that it may affect your sys-
tem’s performance, its graph appears in red. You can
minimize SysMeter to an animated icon on your desktop
that displays the status of global memory and the USER
and GDI heaps as you work.

HOW CAN | AVOID RUNNING OUT OF
SYSTEM RESOURCES?

Under Windows 3.1, the only sure way to avoid run-
ning out of USER and GD1 heap space is to keep the
number of programs you have active at one time under
control. Close programs you don’t need to have open, es-
pecially if one that you do need is a resource hog.

Admittedly, it’s frustrating not ro be able to use all of
the global memory on your PC because Windows inter-
nals are constrained by small heap sizes. But that's just
the way it is.

Continued on Page 15...
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PRODUCT REVIEW

Software Publishing Corp.

3165 Kifer Rd., P. O. Box 54983
Santa Clara, CA 95056
800-234-2500, 409-986-8000
fax 408-980-0729

List Price:
$395; Upgrade $89 (CD version
available for same prices)

System Requirements:

386 PC or higher Minimum 4 MB
RAM Minimum 8 MB available
hard disk space, 21 MB required
for full installation DOS 3.1 or
Higher Windows 3.1 EGA or
higher resolution display Windows-
compatible mouse Windows-com-
patible sound device support for
multimedia playback (optional).

The program comes on ten 3-1/2"
high-density disks, takes about 25
minutes to install and takes 21 MB
of hard disk space for the full instal-
lation.

In the constantly changing world
of Presentation Graphics for the
PC, in my opinion, Harvard Graph-
ics has not been the recent leader.
Most often it is compared to Lotus
Freelance Graphics, Aldus Persua-
sion, Microsoft Powerpoint and
WordPerfect Presentations. How-
ever, again in my opinion, Harvard
Graphics 2.0 for Windows presents
a significant step forward and once
again is one of the leading programs
in its category. My previous experi-
ence with Harvard Graphics was
with Version 3.0 for DOS. For me
Version 2.0 for Windows represents
significant improvements in such
elements as case of use, help in
learning the program and excent of
features. Numerous improvements
have been added ro make it easier
to create presentations quickly with-

Roger Mendenhall

out having to get involved in the
mechanics and terminology.

EASIER TO USE

This Version of Harvard Graph-
ics is much easier to use than pre-
vious versions because of the
generous use of visual aids. Most
dialog boxes, for example, include
numbers ro guide you through the
options step by step.

To make it easy ro gert started,
they have added the 5-Minure
Coach, a built-in interactive tuto-
rial that provides help in getting up
and running.

Once you are into developing
your presentation, you have access
to a feature called ADVISOR
which provides

Harvard Graphics 2.0 for Windows

would welcome the opportunity to
do so.

Quick Looks is another help fea-
ture that provides instant visual
feedback of your chart data. It gives
quick access to be able to see where
the changes take place. This is cer-
tainly a help to me. The Quick
Looks feature is an effort to reduce
the number of steps in the chart-
building process by providing you
with thumbnail previews of what
your chart will look like while input-
ting data.

CONFERENCING

Another feature of this new ver-
sion that [ was not able to use per-
sonally but provides real versarilicy
is teleconfer-
encing. This

out, color, fonts
and other ele-
ments. For exam-
ple, ADVISOR
can recommend—
via dialog box—
to select a pie
chart instead of a
bar graph to illus-
trate your dara
when the pie chart is more appropri-
ate. Also, Advisor Quick Tips gives
shortcuts for editing rexe and
graphs, such as telling you to click
on the right mouse button to
change attributes like fonts, size or
color.

In addition to the in-program
ADVISOR, Software Publishing of-
fers Harvard Graphics Advisor Sery-
ice which provides a presentation
hot line that will provide advice on
specific questions from a staff of
trained graphic professionals. This
set of features is intended to make
the transition from DOS to Win-
dows casier and although 1 did not
contact the Service, [ certainly

feature allows
users through-
out an organi-
zation to

view a presen-
tation on
their individ-
ual PCs via
the com-
pany’s net-
work.

Called Conferencing, this option
allows up to 64 viewers to join the
conference. Control of the presenta-
rion can be passed to any viewer
during the conference by clicking
on an icon. An on-screen chalk ool
allows rhe controller to highlight
certain points to the audience,
while messages can be sent to indi-
vidual users during the presentation.

OBJECT LINKING AND
EMBEDDING

HGW 2.0 comes with an OLE
(Objece Linking and Embedding)

Continued on Page 17...
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My very elegant mother just sat upon
nine porcupines. What a blustery
sight she was, flying up off her porcu-
pine-needled seat with a shock felt
OOH!, crashing through the roof and
plopping on the green grassy knoll in
close proximity to our window. Was
it a plane, was it a bird...Well, it
wasn't Superman.

Have you used mnemonics to re-
member a list of items? I remember
one we used to learn the cranial
nerves. When you select the Order
of Planets, Discover Space presents
the opening sentence about “My
very elegant mother..." (the mne-
monic) related to the planets. The
first letter of each word matches
the first letter of its corresponding
planet. Once you've learned this re-
lationship you'll know the planets
in order, from the closest to the far-
thest planet from the Sun. With a
click on the animation button, you
get to see Mom in acrion.

The main menu opens up to a
full screen menu with artistic pic-
tures and titles for each module.
While moving the mouse cursor,
the text for each selection intelli-
gently changes to yellow, identify-
ing when it's
over the active
area for that se-
lection. Other
areas reflect
similar smart
design too.

Discover
Space, from
Broderbund, is
the most ele-
gantly designed
program of this
type | have
seen. I'm
amazed with
the impressive
amount of ma-
terial colorfully
provided on

Eliis Thomas

five 3.5" HD disks. Personally, I
missed not having some videos of
space travel, but including video
would have mushroomed the size of
this program to gargantuan propor-
tions. Perhaps that, plus a few other
items on my wish list could be in-
cluded with a future update sup-
plied on CD-ROM.

For now though, the creators of
Discover Space are to be com-
mended for a spectacular job of
planning and laying out this realm
of galactic proportion. Discover
Space is crammed full of adventure
allowing the computer-based astro-
naut to explore the sun, the plan-
ets, and deep sky objects such as
the Eagle Nebula (M16, NGC
6611) or the Trifid Nebula (M20,
NGC 598).

The companion book, with addi-
tional information beyond that
available in the program rext
screens, explains “...the term deep
sky object is applied to celestial bod-
ies other than stars that lie beyond
our solar system.” These objects are
identified by their Messier numbers
such as the M16 above. These num-
bers are also reflected in the pro-
gram. The
NGC number is
its New General
Catalogue num-
ber. Have you
ever wondered
about wander-
ing stars or do
you know the
difference be-
tween the Prole-
maic and the
Copernican
models of the
universe! The
companion
book explains
these and many
other aspects of

our cosmic skies.

Discover Space
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The historian of space explora-
tion will, in that module, be tanta-
lized by his/her studies into
unmanned probes, manned space
flight, launch vehicles and future
missions within the next 100 years.

The star gazer can view a map of
the stars and planets on the skyline
map or in a celestial sphere (plane-
tarium like) map, while the heavens
come to life through animation de-
picting the ever changing relation-
ship berween the earth and outer
space surrounding us. Point to a star
and you get the setrings needed for
your telescope to view it and with a
click of the left mouse button you'll
see a picture of its mythological
character. This Star Maps module
is the most intricate and the most
amazing part of this program. Here
you can set the view of the sky for
any date, time, location, or lighting
condition. In the skyline map with
bright lights the horizon is a tapes-
try of lighted skyscrapers accompa-
nied with beeping horns and other
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Orange Coast IBM PC User Group
ﬁ%% A Calendar of Special Interest Group (SIG) Meetings & Special
LTI =1 Events of the Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG).

For more information on membership, write to OCIPUG at PO Box 6100-211,
Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Call Voice Hot-Line - (714) 843-2048 or BBS - (714) 843-9248
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3D Studio/Animator Pro 3rd Sat
SIG Leader: Bob Weil (714) 953-2218
This SIG covers 3D Studio and Animator Pro with

discussions on various related hardware and software
products. Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

Ami-Pro _ 3rd Thu
SIG Leader: Stan Sabin (714) 968-7307

This SIG covers Lotus Ami-Pro for Windows. At the
March Meceting we will look at utilizing the various
tools in Ami-Pro, and share tips and tricks.

BBS 3rd Tue
SIG Leader: Bob Ottke (714) 759-1515

Monthly work party on the BBS. Meet in the office
area of the S1G SPACE.

Database Review 3rd Fri
SiG Leader: Terri Hansen (714) 536-3423
This SIG is holding a continuing series of discussions
on relational database design fundamentals. At the
March meeting we will continue to implement the
database we designed using Alpha 4 and Paradox

for Windows.
dBase Il & IV 4th Wed
SIG Leader: Bob Schmiedeke (714) 536-3963

This SIG specializes in dBase IIl and IV. At the March
Meeting we will look at creating a format for report
forms.

DOS and Utilities 1st Sat

SIG Leader: Chris Lloyd (714) 894-4837
Designated Guru:  John Goodman {714) 895-3195

This SIG covers DOS, helping you to take command of
your PC.  Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

FrameMaker 1st Thu
SIG Leader: Jim Hunter (714) 843-0555

This SIG covers FrameMaker. At the March meeting
we will look at the first issue of a bi-monthly
newsletter created using FrameMaker 4.0.

Genealogy 3rd Mon
SIG Leader: Stan Sabin (714) 968-7307

For beginners to experts. lf you know a little about
Genealogy or a lot this SIG is for you. Please bring
your questions. At the March Meeting we will look
at doing special searches and at GEDCOM, and

share tips and tricks.

GeoWorks 4th Fri

SIG Leader: Bob Basaraba (714) 559-6539
This SIG covers GeoWorks Ensemble 2.0 and related
topics. Bring your problem files on disk. At the
March meeting we will have random access and then
continue with the third of three parts of the ODP
database design using GeoFile. Handouts will be
available Bring your problem files on disk.

GeoWorks (Daytime) 3rd Tue

51G Leader: Paul Fuller (714) 662-7801
SIG Leader: Reg Roberts (714) 642-5399
This 4 P.M. SIG covers random access for beginners
in GeoWorks Ensemble 2.0 and tips and tricks. Bring
your problem files on a disk. The topic was chosen
at last month's meeting. Check the Hot-Line.

Graphics 2nd Thu

SIG Leader: David Carroll (714) 775-3130
Designated Guru:  Dave Lorenzini  {714) 496-3050
This SIG covers hardware and software products in
computer graphics and animation. Check the Hot-Line
for the topic,

Hardware 4th Thu
SIG Leader: Bob Basaraba  (714) 559-6539
This SIG is one of the most popular, judging by the
strong attendance. At the March meeting we will
handle any last questions on serial and parallel ports
and then have random access. We are looking for
presenters and topics.

Modem 2nd Tue
SIG Leader: Bob Ottke (714) 759-1515

Reach out and access the whole world of information
through telecommunications. At the March Meeting
we will review Off Line Reader (OLX), look at
uploading and downloading and connect to local

BBSs.

Multimedia 1st Wed
SIG Leader: Dave Carroll (714) 775-3130
SIG Leader: Richard Williams  (714) 891-8795

This SIG covers hardware and software end-user and
development Multimedia presentation products. At the
March Meeting we will at Q/MEDIA, a multimedia
presentation package for Windows. It allows you to
create multimedia presentations with text, audio,
graphics, video and animation.

Members & Non-Members are welcome at all of the SIGs
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New User/New Member Ist Sat
SIG Leader; John Lunsford (714) 995-0947

This is the best SIG to attend first. The meetings run
on a repeating 4-month cycle, this month the third of
the four presentations will be given. You may start at
any point in the cycle.

Network 2nd Wed
SIG Leader: Michele Miller  (714) 842-8925

The next few meetings will focus on the latest trends
& concepts in the field of networking. At the March
meeting we will look at Exploring the Internet.

0S/2 2nd Sat
SIG Leader: Steve Schiffman (714} 531-0376
Designated Guru:  Gary Granat {714) 731-0457

Come learn about what OS/2 is all about and what this
operating system can do for you. At the March
meeting the O8/2 SIG will celebrate the second
anniversary of the release of O8/2.x. A special
event is planned, come and join us .

Personal Finance 4th Tue
SIG Leader: Max Lockie (714) 644-0103

This SIG discusses the various financial packages for
the PC. At the March Meeting we will look at
TurboTax for Windows.

Programming 2nd Sat
SIG Leader: Wendy Sarrett (714) 733-9906

This SIG covers various aspects of programming and
programming languages. At the March Meeting we
will look at Microsoft Foundation Classes 2.5 and
Visual Basic tips.

Real Estate 2nd Sat
SIG Leader: Kent Pierce (714) 536-0271
SIG Leader: Tom Sutro (714) 754-7045

Meets from 8 to 10 AM at the Huntington Beach -
Fountain Valley Association of Realtors, 8101
Slater Ave. (just east of Beach Blvd.), Huntington
Beach.

Jointly sponsored by OCIPUG and several local
Boards of Realtors, this is one of our largest SIGs.

Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

Spreadsheet Ist Tue
SIG Leader; Neil Carman (714) 964-1901

This group covers popular spreadsheet programs,
including Microsoft Excel, Lotus 1-2-3 & Quattro Pro
and shareware products, for both beginners and -
advanced users. At the March meeting we will look .
at drilling and linking formulas in 3 dimensional
spreadsheets, and at macro buttons in QuattroPro
for Windows. Bring your disks and questions.

Windows 3. 3rd Wed
SIG Leader: Richard Villa (714) 841-6991
Co-SIG Leader; Dave Black (714) 8309203

This SIG covers Microsoft Windows 3.1 with discus-
sions on various related hardware and software prod-
ucts running under Windows. Please come with your
questions. Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

Word 2nd Mon

SIG Leader Dave Lorenzini (714) 496-3050
Microsoft Word for Windows features powerful page
layout tools that can produce professional looking
documents. This SIG will explore the use of Word for
Windows for desktop publishing. At the March
meeting we will create envelopes to complement the
letterhead we designed in February. Bring ex-
amples of designs you like.

WordPerfect 1st Mon
SIG Leader: Jeff Sinn (714) 775-2390

Come and learn about these popular word processing
packages for DOS and for Windows. At the March
Meeting we will demonstrate a program that down-
loads stock market information from Prodigy and
imports it to WordPerfect for analysis. We will
also have a tour of the WordPerfect 6.0 desktop, -
and an introduction to templates.

The Following one-time special presentation will be
given at the SIG Space in February:

Pedigree Pursuit at 7:00 PM on the 29th..

Join us at the General Meeting and the SIGs that interest you
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Saturday, February 26th, 1994 - 9:00 AM to Noon
IBM- 05/2;

GENERAL
MEETING

Best Data - ACE Board

(FAX Modem, MIDI & CD ROM board).
8:40 to 9:00 AM - Random Access timel

Ask questions, and get answers.

Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa

2701 Fairview Rd.

General Meeting
in Science Hall
(next to the
Chemistry Bldg.).

Parking in cam-
pus lots is avail-
able off of
Adams, Merrimac
or Fairview.
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Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG) was formed in 1985, and has be-

come one of the largest and most resp

OCIPUG, a non-profit corporation, is an
PC enthusiasts with an opportunity to gai
those who need it.

MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

If you would like to beco

Membership includes.
/ a subscriptionto R
7 discounts on Public Domain, Shareware and User Supported software.
/ access to OCIPUG's area code 714 private telephon
/ eligibility for the drawing at the mon

request an application for membership,
Costa Mesa, CA 92628-6100.

ected User Groups in the country.
all-volunteer organization which provides

n knowledge and gives assistance to

EADME.DOC, OCIPUG's monthly newsletter.

thly General Meeting.

me an OCIPUG member please call (714) 843-2048 and
or write: OCIPUG, PO Box 6100-211,

e line Bulletin Board.
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traffic sounds. With the dimmer
lighting you not only see more of
the celestial bodies, just like you
would in the country, but you also
get a country-like silhouette with
the chirping of crickets and an occa-
sional hoot from an owl.

While the despor, ready to over-
throw the globe, can plan an aster-
oid artack and watch as the
asteroid annihilates some area of
the world with a report on the city
it wiped out and the size of the area
sunken into the resulting crater.
Imagine how this sort of conrrol
could wipe out an entire city like
San Francisco in one blow while
you see it happening right on the
screen of your computer.

When choosing The Planets
module, selecting any one of the
planets pictured jumps to show a
picture of that planet. Here, you
can view its moons or follow an ani-
mation of the planet splitting open
to reveal its inner composition.

You can also
compare the
planets by dis-
tance from the
sun where
you'll see them
laid out on a
football field.
Or, compare
their diame-
ters, where
they appear as
balls ranging
from the size of
a tennis ball
for Jupiter
down to a ball
the size of a
pinhead for Pluto. You can also find
the relative mass of the planets,
shown on a balancing beam scale.
The differences in surface gravity,
depicted by a weight lifter, decked
out in his space suit, has an easy lift
on Mercury. Here, he is lifting 77
Ibs. His knees start shaking on
Earth where the same weight
amounts to 200 lbs. Then on the
Sun he crashes down through his
platform where he is ateempting to
lift 5579 lbs.

Installing this program was a sim-
ple procedure with the installation
program. This being a DOS based
program removing the program is
simply accomplished too. Unlike
the Windows programs that prob-
ably co-inhabit your hard drive, this
program doesn't root its tentacles
with .INI and .DLL files outside of
its own neighborhood.

[ mentioned my wish list earlier.
For the Planets module I'd like to
see a space adventure game where
you can land on the planer and ex-
plore its surface to find out data
about the planet while you're chere.
I think this and some other games
ried into the program would help
hold interest over an extended
time. Currently, even with its in-
trigue and spectacular design, [
couldn’t see someone wanting to
use this program after they have
passed through the initial excite-
ment and reached the stage of fa-
miliarity. My nephew was initially
quite ex-
cired with
Discover
Space but
he, in a
few days,
grew tired
of using
it. Only
those who
spend
time with
a tele-
scope,
would |
expect to
find an
ongoing
use for this program. And, even for
these star gazers it is hard for me to
imagine how many of them would
have access to the computer close
to where they are viewing through
the relescope.

[ ran into one difficulcy starting
the program where it reported “not
enough memory available.” | had to
unload the TSR drivers for Word-
Perfect 6.0's fax utility to provide
the memory needed.

Much of the information, chare-

ing and pictures come from NASA,
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, U.S.
Geological Survey, The Planetary
society, U.S. Naval Observatory
along wich several ocher notable
sources.

Discover Space requires 640K
with at least 560K free. It is re-
ported working best with 600K free.
It takes 7 Mb of free space on the
hard drive. Requires DOS 3.1 or
higher, a VGA or SuperVGA graph-
ics card and a 1.44 Mb 3.5" drive
along with Microsoft compatible
mouse. A 16 MHz 386 is recom-
mended as the minimum type of
computer. [t is compatible with
eighc different sound cards listed
which include Disney Sound
Source and Roland MT-32/CM-
32L/LAPC-1 along with the com-
monly supported sound sources. It
lises for $39.95 and can be found at
varying discounts at local resellers.
Broderbund Software: 800-521-
6263.m

INSUFFICIENT MEMORY
...Continued from Page 2

We can hope the resource con-
tention problems in Windows 3.1
will be removed with the next ma-
jor release of Windows. Then, we
should be able to get more use
from the expensive memory we've
installed in our systems. The next
Windows release is code-named
Chicago, and you can read specula-
tion about what it will be able to
do and when it will be available in
the press. What's for sure is thar it
won't be available until well into
1994. m

Steve Eckols is the author of nu-
merous computer books, including
The Least You Need to Know About
Windows 3.1, published by Mike
Murach & Associates, Inc. (1-800-
221-5526).
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My hardware and software situation was pretey stable
(two years since the last hardware change), and chen [
updated the hardware. Of course, new, more powerful
hardware needs new software to use the new capabili-
ties. Whart a mess trying to get everything to work to-
gether and to avoid configuration conflices! et me
explain....

The new hardware includes a sound card, a CD-
ROM player and 16MB of RAM. Retained from the pre-
vious hardware are a nerwork card and a tape-unit
interface card. The first issue was to resolve hardware
settings involving DMAs and IRQs. Without getting
technical, I got all the hardware to coexist cooperatively
without DMA or IRQ conflicts.

The software, both old and new, has plenty of hard-
ware resources upon which to call, but those resources
aren't always available. How can thar be if the hardware
is installed?

Remember CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT?
These files control the personality of the computer as
booted. My definition of personality is the enabled hard-
ware and the software installed m memory (DOS, device
drivers, TSRs, but not including an operating environment
and not including any applications) resulting from booting.
A computer can assume many personalities, but only
one at any particular time. The goal is to use the person-
ality best suited for the application, game, or utility soft-
ware that will be the focus of the operating session. This
sounds easy enough but....

A worst-case mismatch between the personality and ap-
plication/game/utility software can result in a complete or
partial trashing of the data on a hard drive. Less devastat-
ing is the benign lockup or crash of the computer that re-
quires a hard boot. Usually, these types of incompatibilicy
are easy to identify, but not always so easy to resolve.
Tolerable mismatches generally affect the perform-
ance of the system or impose limitations that are nor in-
herent in the user's software (application/gamefutility).
For example, the size of a spreadsheet may be limited by
the small amount of unused conventional DOS memory
or the speed of operations may be hampered by tempo-
rary file storage on the hard drive instead of on a RAM
disk. Recognizing these types of mismarch is somerimes
part of the problem of resolving cthem.

DEALING WITH THE OBVIOUS

Different personalitics are established by varying che
details of the boot process.

I prefer to maintain sets of CONFIG.SYS and AUTO-
EXEC.BAT files in a special directory and to use a batch
file to coordinate the copying of a particular file set to

the root directory of C: and to initiate a reboot. Some

Batch File Basics

Michael Springer

people use a shareware or commercial product to man-
age file sets. Others use the features of DOS 6.X to put
menu choices into CONFIG.SYS.

Which method best suits you or whether you even
need to consider changing the computer's personality is
dependent on your comfort level working with DOS and
on the software you use. You can get help wich device
driver installation from oprimizing programs, such as
MEMMAKER in MS-DOS 6.X, but these programs
don’t identify mismatches between the personality and
your software.

Bottom line, you need to work out the mismatches
and to identify the serious incomparibilities.

PREVENTING THE PREVENTABLE

Let's pretend that you have identified the mis-
matches for all your software. You found chat BIGCALC
crashes when expanded memory exists, that UN-
FRAGIT damages disk data if run when a disk cache is
installed, and that FLY-EM requires that the sound card
and SCSI drivers are installed. How do you use what
you know to your advantage?

You control the creation of a personality by varying
the contents of CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT
file sets (or an equivalent method). I hope that you use
REMarks in those files to temind yourself what and why
the files are for. Do you leave any notes for [DOS!?

You can set environment variables that describe, or
flag, the special features of a personality. This is a way to
leave notes for DOS. The notes present in the DOS en-
vironment change when the personality changes.

If you use a barch file o start an application, the
notes can be checked before the application itself is
started. The start-up can be aborted if a recognized in-
compatibility becween the personality and the applica-
tion is found. A message can be displayed chat explains
why the application will not be started.

AN EXAMPLE

Let's also pretend that the current personality en-
ables expanded memory and installs drivers for sound,
SCSI devices, and disk caching. The following notes are
left for DOS by using the SET command in AUTO-
EXEC.BAT:

EXPMEM=yes
SOUND=yes
SCSI=yes
CACHE=yes

The batch file for BIGCALC checks for expanded
memory with the following linc:
1f $EXPMEM%!==yes! goto :PROBMSG
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and when the test is true, an advisory message is dis-
played and the application is not started.

The batch file for UNFRAGIT checks for caching
with the following line:

if %CACHE%!==yes{ goto :ADVISE_ ERR

and when the test is true, an advisory message is dis-
played and the utility is not started.
The batch file for FLY-EM checks for sound and
SCSI with the following lines:
if not %SOUND%!==yes!
if not %SCSI%!==yes!

goto :INFO_MSG
goto :INFO_ MSG

and unless both tests are false, an advisory message is
displayed and the game is not started. Be careful ro
read and to understand the tests above. The first can be
read “if sound is NOT yes then go to infomessage.” The
second can be read “if SCSI is NOT yes then go to info-
message.” Since FLY-EM requires both sound and

SCSI, the lack of either must prevent the start-up of
FLY.EM.

SOME RULES

This technique works if you follow some rules. You
can make up your own variations if you don'c like mine,
bur you must consistently follow whatever rules you set.

1) Use only lower case characters (such as yes, low,
high) for the values of personality-describing environ-
ment variables. DOS capitalizes the variable name auto-
matically.

2) Provide a note only when a feature is enabled, Do
not leave notes like CACHE=no. Test for the lack of a
feature by testing for nothing (if %%CACHE%!= =! goto
:MSG). This reduces the number of notes and elimi-
nates the need to update all existing personality file sets
when a new feature is added.

3) When creating file sets for new personalities in-
clude the appropriate notes.

4) Write start-up batch files (with testing) for new
software thac has compatibility problems or special re-
source requirements.

HARVARD GRAPHICS 2.0
...Continued from Page 13

Server application called Harvard F/X, which is a modi-
fied version of SPC's Harvard Draw Program. Harvard
F/X lets you apply a wide range of Quick F/X and cus-
tom effects to the text and objects you creare. Harvard
F/X is unique among special effecrs and drawing pack-
ages in that it includes effects for text, objects, and bit-
mapped artwork all in one program. Another
enhancement in HGW 2.0 is the ability to drag presenta-
tion components from the Windows File Manager. Us-
ing the mouse you are able to drag bit-mapped graphics
and graphics metafiles from the File Manager directly
onto a Harvard Graphics presencation.

CLIP ART

The clip art that is included with HGW2.0 consists
of more than 530 symbols in 33 groups and is control-
led by the Symbol Library Manager.

After you open a symbol group file, you can view it
tn three ways: (1) Thumbnail view displays the symbols
as miniatures, (2)Zoom symbol fits the currently se-
lected symbol within rhe current window, and (3)List
names displays the names of the symbols. If the clip art
that comes with the program does not satisfy your
needs you can import an extensive list of file formats in-
cluding: Al, BMP, CGM, DRW, GIF, PCC, PCX,
PCT, SPL, TIF, WMF, and WPG. With regard to vec-
tor images you can ungroup a vector image and ma-
nipulate each part separately. You manipulate a bitmap
image as one object.

RUNTIME PLAYER

Another feature that provides versatility is
HGW?2.0's Runtime Player thar allows you to display
your presentation on any DOS or Windows based PC,
even if the program is not loaded on the machine.

OTHER FEATURES

Other features include a new automatic build op-
rion called Autobuild, which lets you keep your audi-
ence focused on specific information by revealing the
points on your slide one by one. The Autobuild feacure
supportts bullet, table, bar, pie, and line chares.

This new version also includes 31 new profession-
ally-designed Presentation Styles. A new Master Tem-
plate is included with each Presentation Style which
allows you to use the Template as-is or to change the
appearance as required.

Another new feature is Quick Print, which gives
you the option of obtaining a quick printout of your
presentation without drawings and other background
elements. Also, you are able to develop customizable
Speaker Notes for use as a speaking aid or as handouts.

CONCLUSION

[f you are in
the market for a
presentation pro-
gram, either as an
initial purchase or
an upgrade, |
would recommend
serious considera-
tion be given ro
Harvard Graphics
2.0 for Windows.
[ |
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Last Month we started a discussion of the Geoworks
SDK. This month we will continue the discussion. In
particular we will discuss Geoworks programming as an
object oriented paradigm, compare Geoworks program-
ming to Windows programming, and discuss a unique
feature of the Geoworks SDK—the Generic and Scal-
able UI.

Before discussing how the Geo-works programming
paradigm is an object oriented paradigm, we must define
what object oriented means. An object consists of data
and functions (methods) thac manipulate che data, In
object oriented programming one creares objects and de-
fines specific interfaces to these objects. It is through
these specific interfaces that the objects communicace.
Furthermore, there is the notion of inhericance. This is
the case where one object is created as a child of an-
other object or objects. The newly created object con-
tains all the data and methods {funcrions) associaced
with its parent(s) by default. Finally, there is the notion
of polymorphism. In essence you can rreat different ob-
jects as though they were the same. This occurs when
all the objects are derived from the same base class. For
example, suppose you have an object of type button and
an object of type edit box that are both derived from the
type window. You can refer to either by a pointer or an
object of type window.

Geoworks programming involves its own form of ob-
ject oriented programming which is closer in feel to
Smalltalk than to C++. (Although, the code itself is
written in C.) When programming Geoworks, one cre-
ates objects that are either of a predefined base type or
of a type derived from a predefined base type. For exam-
ple, a dialog box is created by declaring an object of type
GenlnteractionClass. The main process class is a class
derived from GenProcessClass. Each object has methods
(functions) associated with it. These are responses to
various messages. For example, in the kello example pro-
vided by the SDK, they define methods in the process

Infroquction
fo

Programming

Wendy Sarrett

class for such events as the user electing to change the
color of the writing. Note however, that in many cases
these methods are predefined.

This leads to another concept, that of event driven
programming. In traditional programming one writes
code that defines what is going to happen in a linear
fashion. The user may be given some options. Based on
those options, processing occurs. Event driven program-
ming is somewhat different. Instead of writing a linear
process, the programmer defines processing thar will oc-
cur when various events occur. For example, what hap-
pens when one seleces a particular menu item or clicks
on a button. This is the basis of Geoworks, Windows,
and all GUI programming. One writes responses to
events racher than a beginning to end process.

One obvious question about Geoworks programming
is how it compares to Windows programming. It is, in
some ways, very similar in that it is event driven as is
Windows. In terms of mechanics, it is closer to Founda-
tion Class programming than straight C Windows pro-
gramming. However, it has a very different syntax. In
fact, unlike Windows which almost exclusively uses li-
brary function calls, the Geo-works SDK relies heavily

on a preprocessor to turn Geoworks code into C code
that the compiler understands. Furthermore, Geoworks
code tends to be a lot smaller than Windows code. My
guess is that this is due to the heavy use of tight assem-
bly code in crearing the libraries. (This is the case with
the Geo-works environment itself.) In terms of capabili-
ties, Geoworks has libraries for database programming,
inter-application communication, graphics, etc. as does
Windows. The Geoworks SDK has built-in support for
multi-treaded applications, something that 16 bit Win-
dows just doesn't have. An even more dramatic differ-
ence is in how visual objects such as Windows, Buttons,
etc. are created and presented on the screen. This leads
ro a discussion of the Geoworks geometry manager.
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Geoworks actually has patented it.
Geoworks Ul is both Generic (im-
plementation independent) and
Scalable {which they define as al-
lowing a single applications code to
be compiled into different versions
at different levels of complexity).

The Generic Ul allows the pro-
grammer to forget about manually
placing the objects and differences
between screens the program may
be run on. (No more dialog box de-
signers.} Objects are placed based
on their class relarionships and the
particular environment that the
app is being run on. The geometry
manager accounts not only for
screen size but also whether the
app is running on a Zoomed or a
desktop and what desktop lock and
feel is being employed (standard
Geoworks?, Mac-like?, etc.). This,
of course, saves the developer a lot
of time. One obvious issue is an ap-
parent loss of control over how your
interface looks. To chat end, one
can provide hints on how each ob-
ject should be placed and drawn.
However, it is recommended that
these be used sparingly. Otherwise,
the purpose of this advanced fea-
ture is defeated.

The Scalable Ul allows the same
application to be compiled into a
simple and more feature rich appli-
cation. According to Geoworks,
this allows one to avoid providing
over-featured applications when it
would frustrate and confuse the in-
tended audience but provide full
fearured applications to advanced
uses (they cite the example of Geo-
works versus Geoworks Pro applica-
tions).

As you can see there are both
similarities and differences between
the Geoworks SDK and Windows
programming. From my brief experi-
ence with it, it is quite easy once one
gets used to it- Next month we will
continue this discussion by looking
at some actual Geoworks code. B

__._SPECIAL' EVENT
CHICAGO/ WINDOWS 40 gi;-j o
. PRESENTATION

oH | Is'havlng a Ch:ccgo/Wmdows 4 0 prevlewlng at South :
omm_unlty Church 5120 Bonn‘c Ccnyon Road ln Irvine lt

: Cocst Comndunify Church hqs 1835 seats We wlll hcve blemy of
sects—-brlng your whole oﬂ‘lce Mlcrosoft will by 'rhe wav, be gw-

CGrangs Coast I8M PC User Group
and North Orange County
Compuler Club Joint showing of
Microsoft Chicago (Windows 4.0)
Monday March 21, 6:30- 9:30 p.m.

South Coast Communty Church
§120 Bonka Casyon Dr. lrvine

Mep Is not according to scale

Bordta Camysn Or
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SUPPORT
GROUP

The members listed below have

generously offered to serve as resources

for other members in need of assistance with
specific hardware or software problems. They are
there for you, but please bear a few things in mind:

1) The times listed are when these volunteers are
available to assist you. PLEASE respect their times by
limiting your calls to the hours indicated.

2) Your questions should be specific and reasonably
brief. Consult your manual, rech support, etc., FIRST,
so as not to take up their time needlessly.

3) All of our volunteers have expertise in the areas
shown, but nobody knows everything, so be under-
standing by not expecting them to know everything.

4) This service is free, available to our members
only. Qur volunteers are not doing this for personal
gain, but as a service to benefit their fellow PC users,
thereby making OCIPUG a stronger organization.

Abraxas
Kevin Post....overeene e ANYHME . ccvvecee e, 969-9495
AccPac Plus
Donna Fulmizi.....ccooeeoee.8 a8 panieccncinnn, 897-3371
AccPac Simple Accounting
Ron Collins .ccoccvevenenen. 6-9 p.m. T-Th-F

Wkends after 9 a.m. ....... 493-6520
Lia Varner ...oocceeevccceceae 8 a.m.-6 p.m.......... (310) 987-0632
Christian Malm............. 9 am.-9 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 966-5339
Ami Professional
Mark Burrell........c...c.. 9 am.-12 noon ..o 777-2130
Richard Sinor......oeee 6 pm.-10 pm. e 970-1323
Stan Sabin ... 5pm.-9pm M-Fo...... 968-7307
Assembly Language Programming
Jonathan Wood............. 1 pa-11 pom e 552-8340
Basic
Herb Huey..ooecveerreveeee6 pm-10 pam e, 525-1608

C&C++
Wendy Sarrett.....oouins 7 pm.-9:30 p.m. M-F
Anytime Wkends ........... 733-9906

Champion Business Systems

Kevin Post ovveeciccnnnn, Anytime.......... SRR 369-9495
Clarion
Mark Burrell....c.oconinnd 0 a.m.-12 NOON e, 777-2130
Clipper
Bob Wendorf.....cccc e ANYHME coverrereeeeerenranas §92-1031
CorelDraw
John Goodman.............. 12 noen-12 midnight...... §95-3195
Steve Burnside .............. 11 a.m.-8:30 p.mn...c...e.ee. 544.5599
DacEasy
Lia Varner ..oeviicnnienns Ba.m.-6 pMm..... (310) 987-0632
dBase IV
Preston Hill e 9 am-9 pomo e 892-1291
dBase Programming
Tom Toner oocovrvceenne. 10 a.m-8 peme i 537-9175
Digital Photography
Thurman Wade ............ 12 noon-6 pm. vecceceeenne 846-6067
Disk & Memory Management
Harv Haight .................. 9pm-ll pmccciirine 546-0820
Mike Wierman............. 6 p.m.-%:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 894-4040
DOS
Harv Haight ..o, O pm.-11l pmnee. 546-0820
Herb Huey..oocvcovninee. 6:00 pm.-10p.m. coeei 525-1608
John Goodman.............. 12 noon-12 midnight...... 895-3195
Excel
Herb Huey..ocooooienean 6:30 pm.-10pm. v 525-1608
Mark Burrell....cocoovernne. 9 a.m.-12 noon e 777-2130
Fortrian
Hetb Huey.ooooneiiniini 6 pm.-10p.meccens 525-1608
Genealogy
Stan Sabin .....ceeeeeereee 5 p.m.-9 p.m. M-F ..........968-7307
Preston Hill ..eovvvneeen. 9 am-9 P, §92-1291
GeoWorks Ensemble
Paul Fuller....cooceceee e 4 p.m.-7 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 662-7801
Hardware
John Goodman.............. 12 noon-12 midnight...... 895-3195
Harv Haight vo.covcveniennne 9pm-11 pome 546-0820
Mike Wierman ......cc.v.. 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 894-4040
Lans
Mike Wierman .............. 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 894-4040
MAS 90
Christian Malm ............. 9a.m.-9 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends oo 966-5339
Off-Line Mail Reader
Steve Burnside oo 11 a.m-8:30 pmec.e.. 544.5599
PCTools
Preston Hill ..o 9 a.m.-9 P 892-1291
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PAF

Preston Hill oo 9 2.m-9 pame oo, 892-1291
Stan Sabin ., 5 p.m.-9 p.m, M-F.......... 968-7307
Paradox
Jim Samuelson.............. 6 pm.-10 pmceene, 4729822
Paradox for Windows
Jim Samuelson.............. 6p.m.-10 pmcncna, 472-9822
PerForm
Richard Sinor .............. 6 p.m.-10 pomu.enen. 970-1323
Real Estate Software
Stan Sabin .....cccce e, 5 p.m.-9 p.m. M-F...........968-7307
Q&A
Mark Burrell................. 92a.m.-12 noon i, 177-2130
Terry Currier ..., 8 2.m.-9:30 a.m.

730 pm.-9pm.............. 774-12018
Quattro Pro
Preston Hill .c..covveneen. 9am-9pnm ., 892-1291
Mark Burrell.o..veeeaen, Opme-l2 pman...... 777-2130
Quicken
Preston Hill .................. 9am-9pm .. 892-1291
Ron Ross..cccvvvainininnnn, 6 p.m.-10 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends............ 9645137
Quickpay
Ron Ross..covivencnnnnne, 6 p.m.-10 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends............ 964-5137
Stacker
Harv Haight ... 9pm. - 1l pomecnnnenn, 546-0820

Ventura Publisher
John Goodman............. 12 noon-12 midnight......895-3195
Visual Basic
Jonathan Wood............ 1pm.-llpm. e, 552-8340
Windows
Mike Wierman ............. 6-9:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends............894.4040
Steve Burnside.............. 1l am.-8:30 pm...coneaas 544-5599
Word
John Goodman ............ 12 noon-12 midnight......895-3195
WordPerfect Products
Susan Novak ................ 5-8 p.m. M-F.........(310) 594-4144
WordPerfect
Mark Burrell................. 9 a.m.-12 noon............... 777-2130
Preston Hill.oovviceecn 9 am-9 pomie e, 892-1291
Mike Wicrman ............. 6 p.m.-%:30 p.m. M-F

Anytime Wkends ........... 894-4040
Susan Novak ................ 5-8p.m. M-F.........(310) 594.4144
WordPerfect for Windows
Linda Leydekkers ......... 10a.m.-4 p.m. M-F.........968-0924
XTree
Richard Sinor ............... 6 pom.-10 pme e 970-1323

(Editor’s note: If you would like to be listed here as a

volunteer to help with ary PC-related subject please give me
acall at 644-1017 or leave a message on the BBS. We need
volunteers in many morve software and hardware areas. The
success of this program depends on your help. Jean Stevens)
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Same Location since July 31, 1983 - 10 Years, 8 Mos.

HARDWARE and SOFTWARE |.
APPLE Hl - IBM and Macintosh |:

Est. 'waaaay back in 1981

Don't Get Fryed

Conner

BACKUP
250 mb

fTape Software
1 Yr. Warranty
Fits in 3.6 bay

$15995

Includes
DC2120

‘Hard to -
. Find-

‘COMPUTER
CIGNAL

‘PRODUCTS

Terrific Option: |

Check out our
Great New
Multimedia
Case with
{ Built-in Stereo

: Speakers

486 66 Ml-lz
2 VESA Local Bus Slots
M IBM Motherbd w/3 yr warrant
B MiniTower, 230w, 101 keybd
B 170 Meg HDD, DOS 6.2
W 4 meg RAM exp's to 16 Mb
B 1.4 MB Teac floppy
m 14" SVGA monitor .28 dp

Reasonable LR P m All Documentation/Manuals

GARDENor EDEN
Serving OCIPUG Members
for More Than 10 Years

L irtri, B S r it S JABE - :e st et b 230k fe € gt 01y s oA
SRR

714-841-4994
Fax: 848 1399

Se Habra Inglesl i _

B Complete System

16485 Magnolia St.
Westminster, 92683

1 BLOCK No. OF 405 FWY
9 AM - 6PM MON-FRI..... 10 TO 5 SAT
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Remember why you purchased your computer, word-
processing software, and printer in the first place? You
wanted to produce great looking documents, not just
spend all your time learning how to use the sofeware.
It's politically unacceptrable anymore to use mono-
spaced type styles such as Courier or Letter Gethic. Ink
jet and laser printers have provided business and per-
sonal documents with a new freedom. However, the
limitless possibilities require both a knowledge of
graphic design and desktop publishing basics. Microsoft

cess to powerful and advanced word-processing tools
much easier for the casual user.

fulfilling. Starting in February 1994, the Word SIG will
demonstrace established design principles to create pro-
fessional looking documents, such as the 20 different
types shown in Figure 1.

DOCUMENT TYPES

WORD SIG LAUNCHES NEW SERIES

Dave Lorenzini

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Word for Windows, especially Version 6.0, has made ac-

Learning the various tools of Word for Windows with-
out reference to actual application can be boring and un-

Figure 2.

Figure 1.

Each session will be self-contained. The creation of a
document will include the design considerations indi-
cated in Figure 2, and the Word tools we will use are

Figure 3.

listed in Figure 3. As the sessions proceed, the features
of Word for Windows that serve as desktop publishing
tools will become more natural and familiar.

The printed output and Word files will be available
to take home and experiment. (Qur OCIPUG President
has promised to install a laser printer in the SIG space
soon.) Each session will also include a short discussion
relating to the previous month's topic.

The essential element that Word doesn’t provide is
the sense of design and creativity that must come from
the user's experience. The Word SIG will help provide
you with the opportunity to realize the potential of
Word for Windows. Other members who have already
had successful experience with the various documents
are invited to attend and share their experiences, knowl-
edge, and examples of their work. ®
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SIG REPORTS

Personal Finance
Max Lockie

The Personal Finance SIG held on the 25 of January
1994, covered QUICKEN for Windows Version 3.
This latest Windows product from Intuit has many
new features which the group of some twenty-five peo-
ple spent considerable time covering.

In previous versions of Quicken, the mortgage li-
ability account had to be created first. Then a memo-
rized transaction, which included both the mortgage
liability account and the category for interest pay-
ments, had to be created and memorized.

Now, you create the liability account automat-
ically when you click on Activities, Set Up Loans.
You can now select Lend Money, as well as, select
Borrow Money. Version 3 of Quicken for Windows
then presents a Set Up Loan window where you enter
the Original Length of the Loan and the Original Bal-
ance of the Loan. Add to the window the Periods per
year and the Opening Date of the Loan, if it is an ex-
isting loan. A Set up Loan Payment window asks for
the Current Interest Rate plus the Principle and In-
terest and you are on your way. Every month a win-
dow opens when the payment is made that asks you
to verify the amount.

With this, you can watch your Loan Balance go
down as well as track the interest.(Ugh!) You can
also print out the payment schedules for the duration
of the loan if you want to inflict punishment on your-
self. Where this really pays off is when one of your
relatives wants to borrow money, you can give your
relative a payment schedule and note that monthly
late payments incur a 100% penalty.

The Personal Finance SIG will be covering Quick-
Books Version 2 in February and TurboTax in
March. Hope to see you there. |

WordPerfect

Dec ‘923 and Jan '94
Jeff Sinn

In December, Keith Lue, Area Manager for WordPer-
fect Corporation, began the meeting with a short
video on WordPerfect 6.0 for Windows. He then an-
nounced that a Printer and Conversion Update is now
available. This is not an interim release. The interim
release, WPWin 6.0a, is scheduled to ship in the firs

quarter of 1994. This update addresses the conversion
of fonts from 5.x, the conversion of 5.1 page-oriented
codes in a style, improving printing speed when using
ATM and TrueType fonts and WP princer drivers, cor-
rects a problem with scanners in WPDraw, adds a
pleading (legal) macro and template, and offers some
suggestions on optimizing the performance of WPWin
6.0. This update is available on the OCIPUG BBS as
60UPDATE.ZIP (about 1 MB). If you don't have a mo-
dem or the time (over an hour ar 2400 bps), I will have
the disk available for you to make a copy at the next
WP SIG.

Keith then reviewed some of the highlights of the
new WPWin version, including templates. Every new
document in WPWin 6.0 is based upon a template.
All new documents seart as a standard template, but
you can use one of the more than 70 templates (such
as memos, fax sheets, and newsletters) which are
shipped with the product. Or, of course, you can cre-
ate your own. Each template can have its own cus-
tomized style, keyboard, macros, Button bars, menu
bars, etc.

We then looked at Button Bars and the Power
Bar. The Power Bar incorporates frequently used
core features (such as editing, fonts, filing, etc.)
which can be customized from a large list of options.
The Button Bar is generally used for more advanced
teatures like styles, charting and printing envelopes,
bur any WP feature, function, or macro can be
placed on the Button Bar.

Keith then demonstrated the TextArt application
which allows you to create special effects with type
using various shapes, colors, fills and shadows. We
also looked at the improved envelope function,
which makes this chore easy.

At the January meeting, after some rechnical diffi-
culties, we finally got WPWin 6.0 loaded on the
Club’s computer. Richard Baznik then showed the
group the importance of styles in this new release. He
showed us that with the use of fonts, formatting, and
graphics you can quickly turn plain text into a profes-
sional-looking document. We also looked at a new
macro that comes with the product which makes in-
serting a drop cap in your newsletter a snap. You
know, a drop cap is the first lecter of the first word in
an article which is usually about three lines tall. You
could have always done this before with text in a
graphic box, but this macro makes it easy.

In future SIGs we will be examining both styles
and templates in greater detail. W
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Genealogy

Preston Hill

Stan Sabin reviewed changes in the Personal Ances-
tral File (PAF) 11/22/93 release of version 2.3 from
the version 2.2 release of 5 August 1991. Several mi-
nor and a few significant improvements have been
made in the program WITHQUT affecting the re-
corded data. Current registered owners of version 2.2
should receive a letter from Salt Lake authorizing
them to upgrade for $4 plus tax. Owners of versions
earlier than 2.2 may upgrade for about $12 plus tax.
New users may purchase version 2.3 by credit card for
$37 plus tax by calling (800) 537-5950.

A litrde over IMB of compressed files (expanding
to under 1.4MB) are conrained on two low-density
3.5" diskettes. A 23-page README file supplements
the manual for version 2.2 released 11/27/89. You
should print this file before, or after, installing the
program using the DOS print command or a utility
such as PC TOOLS, XTREE, or NORTON or your
word processor. New features of 2.3 are summarized
in the 2-page Table of Contents. These may be
viewed on the screen or printed from the DOS
prompt by typing the following: TYPE A:README
| MORE or TYPE A:README >PRN.

BACK UP your current program and data! Then
install the program by going to the A: or B: drive, in-
serting Disk #1 in your A: (or B:) drive, typing IN-
STALL, and following on-screen directions. If NOT
installing on your hard drive, format several floppy
diskettes. If installing on your hard drive (highly rec-
ommended), answer <Y > to the next question
about having completed tasks and continue to follow
directions, even if floppies were not formatted. Be
sure to configure by typing CONFIG at the PAF di-
rectory prompt.

Configuration data is kept in a common file, PAF-
CONF.DAT, so settings are retained from session to
session and are available for all PAF-related pro-
grams. Family Records Check or fix, FRCHK or
FRCHK -f, are now available within Family Records
(FR) withour having to exit to the program.

The Pedigree Search mode {item 4 on the Main
Menu) now includes all the funcrions of the Main
Menu so the PAF 2.3 program may be configured to
load the Pedigree Search screen immediately, if de-
sired. This will save a lot of time previously necessi-
tated by going to separate menu screens. All these
functions are now available from the one Pedigree
Search screen. PAF 2.3 match/merge provides

greater flexibility and now also allows you to print
which person’s data was merged and denotes the
from and to designations. Searches for a partial name
are possible using Wild-cards (? and/or *). However,
the “*" can be used only at the end of a word.

GEDCOM continuation files imported from maore
than one diskette are now recognized. A range of
families and/or a focus list may be used to create a
GEDCOM file.

The name code list in PAF 2.3 and 2.3 may be
printed so frequently used names may be entered via
the code in lieu of typing the entire name. E.g, you
may type the appropriate 1-5 digit code in lieu of Al-
buquerque, and avoid typos. A Cascading Pedigree
Index may be printed without printing the cascading
pedigree charts themselves. Reports displayed on the
screen instead of printing will automatically pause af-
ter each screen.

Focus Reports (Item 7 on the Main Menu, or
“focUs"” from "sWitch” from the Pedigree Search
screen of PAF 2.3) provides greater flexibility.
Spouse, father AND mother names may be printed
for each individual. You may still add/remove fami-
lies and/or all ancestors and/or all descendants as
well as individuals. Sorts now may be done for each
field, even including empty fields. Focus lists, not just
report formats, may be saved to, and retrieved from,
disk.

For LDS members, PAF 2.3 is fully compatible
with the newly released TempleReady program of the
FamilySearch system. This assures that enough
name, date and place information is provided for
Temple work.

DR DOS has a problem backing up or creating
GEDCOM files on more than one diskette. Novell
DOS 7 may not have this problem. Of course, regular
DOS back-up, CPBACKUP or similar utilities may
be used to back up. For very large databases, disk
space may be conserved using the compression fea-
tures of CPBACKUP, PKZIP, etc.

Research Data Filer {(RDF) files included with
PAF version 2.2, and especially 2.3, have problems
according to Joan Lowrey, author of Personal Ances-
tral File 2.2 Users Guide. The last good version of
RDF, 1998 issue, may be obtained by calling Salt
Lake. She recommends installing and configuring the
1988 issue in a directory separate from the directory
containing your version 2.2 or 2.3 program files. Af-
ter installing PAF, you may copy the good 1988
RDFE.EXE files to overwrite the RDF.EXE files in-
cluded with PAF 2.2 or 2.3.

A new version of Family Records Utilities (FRU)
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is required if working with PAF 2.3. The upgrade
from the older version for PAF 2.2 at $15, or an in-
itial order ar $30, is available from its author: Steve
Cannon, 1065 West 10210 South, South Jordan, UT
84065.

At the 21 February meeting, John Lillie will be
coming down from Utah and he will describe his util-
ity programs for PAF: NOTETOOL, RESOURCE
LINK, LETTER LINK, PERSONAL LINKS, and,
probably, CENSUS LINKS. This is a great opportu-
nity to ask questions of the actual author of these
programs as well as see all they can do.

All interested in searching out their ancestors are
invited to this and future meetings of the Genealogy

SIG.m

Hardware

Alvin Hart

The January SIG topic was how to install and test se-
rial and parallel ports. The SIG began with random ac-
cess questions concerning upgrading Ram on a video
card; master/slave IDE relationships; video card pet-
formance; and video card/moniror relationships.

Often 8 bits or one byte are required to represent
each pixel on a graphics screen depending on the
number of colors. Therefore a 640x480 standard
VGA resolution is 640x480= 307200 bytes for a full
screen. So 256K of ram on a video card wouldn't
have the capability of holding a full screen of graph-
ics. In any case inexpensive video cards which can
be found at the swap meets and local vendors, often
will have the RAM chips soldered onto the PCB it-
selt—making upgrading the memory impossible.

Bob showed the group a very cheap clone VGA
card in order to demonstrate chip identification and
placement. Cards with smaller amounts of RAM
may have to use main memory to store some of the
information for large graphics displays. Cards with
large quantities of RAM are required for running rthe
high end graphics, which many people use for multi-
media. Often, a clone card will not know how to rec-
ognize or report extra memory even when it has
been installed. There are two principal ways to tell if
the card is using the additional memory. First, ex-
perimental evidence is always handy—if you had a
program which would not work before which works
after the additional RAM is added, well, you guessed
it. Second, purchase some expensive diagnostic soft-
ware, which probably costs more than an entirely
new card. So, for a single PC it's probably trial and

error that will be the most palarable option.

An 8250 UART chip is capable of speeds of 256k
baud. In general, these days a phone line can handle
115.2K baud without too much trouble and a high
speed modem runs at 14.4K baud. In compari-
son,the 16550AFN UART chip on some serial cards
has a capability of running at 1.5M baud. In addi-
tion to a 16 byte FIFO buffer, the 16550AFN chip
has a DMA capability. DMA, a.k.a. Direct Memory
Access, is usually implemented through a channel
which is a special-purpose processor allowing the
CPU to off-load some of the processing associated
with getting data between main memory and a pe-
ripheral device (such as a serial device—modem any-
one?). Bob only knows of one card which makes use
of the DMA capability of the 16550s and it has a
dear price.

A CPU must be able to distinguish between de-
vices which communicate wich it via hardware inter-
rupts commonly known as IRQs. When many
devices all need the CPU's attention, there must be
some mechanism for differentiating between who
should be attended to first, second, and so on. In ad-
dition to a non- maskable interrupt, or NMI, there
must be some prioritization of interrupt request serv-
ices. In the IBM clone family, the hardware inter-
rupts have a long established interrupe priotity
hierarchy. In a 386, the interrupts are prioritized in
ascending order, i.e. the lowest number is the high-
est priority. This arrangement insures chat the key-
board gets serviced before the serial ports and
parallel ports. When two devices share the same
IRQ~like COM 1 and COM 3 do—the CPU may
not be able to identify who requires its arrention.
One possible solution would be to have the CPU
constantly poll all the devices to see if each one in
turn had some need that the CPU must attend to.
This would be a waste of the CPU's time when, as is
often the case, the devices are slow in comparison
to the CPU. Prioritizing the interrupts is one way of
preventing such a waste of time.

Depending on some issues that have to do with
the differences between co-operative multitasking,
and preemptive multitasking, and single vs. multi-
threaded operating systems and environments, it
might be necessary to use a high-speed UART chip.
Very basically, if you have multithreaded preemp-
tive multitasking, which uses a Longest Time in Sys-
tem scheduling algorithm, you may not need a high
speed UART serial card. Bu, like everything—that
depends....Bob's rule number one, and THE single
most important thing to remember at all costs—is—
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everything in a computer is FINITE, when you run
out of something—you're dust unless you can use
some cleverness to ger around the limitations.

A good example of something that is finite is the
data path on and off of a common IDE or SCSI Hard
disk. There are only 8 data lines in all but the rarest
of cases. This makes notions like 32-bit disk access
rather suspicious, but marketeers are known for
imagination, not their ability for communicating limi-
tations of a system. Again, caveat emptor.

Why does ISA endure now that EISA is avail-
able? Simple. Because it’s well known, cheap, ubiqui-
tous, and the peripherals are much, much cheaper.
Most people do not need more processing power
than a good 386-40 anyway, so for the extra hassles
of EISA, it’s hard to justify the cost/benefic trade-offs.

Bob did get to his slides on ports and started with
definitions. A port is a place to plug an external de-
vice such as a printer, CD-ROM, etc., to be at-
tached to an adapter I/O card in the computer.
There are serial (COM), parallel, and I/O ports. We
can tell ports apart by:

* name

* function (what they do)

* where they live (address) (I/O addresses)

* how they interact with us (IRQs)

A serial port deals with a stream of data—one bit
after the other. A parallel port deals with units of
data usually an 8-bit word, but like everything else,
word sizes can vary. Bi-directional parallel ports add
a couple of new wrinkles to the equation.

The February meeting will continue with the
slides since we ran out of time, (as usual). We are
looking for topics and presenters for this coming
year—volunteer and learn a lot by sharing your expe-
riences. W

Programming
Wendy Sarrert

In January we continued with Jim Morley’s Visual Ba-
sic gardening tips. David Black concluded his intro-
duction to Geoworks programming. David’s
presentation sparked interest in this new SDK. This
month Jim will run the meeting and present more gar-
dening tips as well as show some of his latest projects
that are quite impressive. In March, we will have our
presentation on MFC that was originally scheduled for
February. ®

PRODUCTS
FOR
REVIEW

Jean Stevens, Editor

The products listed below are available for review by
Club members. If you would like to be a reviewer for
any of these products, or want more information,
please give Jean Stevens a call atr 644-1017.

The ground rules are that the reviewers are re-
quired to write a minimum 300 word review for
README.DOC within thirty days of receiving the
product. The registration card will be withheld until re-
ceipt of a satisfactory review. The product then be-
comes yours to keep, subject to the manufacturer's
license agreement, restrictions and limitations. These
are complete applications with documentation, not
demo disks.

BOOKS

Windows NT Answer Book by Jim Groves — Answers
all your questions about the Windows NT operating
system in question-and-answer format.

The Essential Guide: Lotus 1-2-3 v4.0 For Windows by
Anne Prince — Helps you upgrade or convert to Re-
lease 4 quickly, easily, and as thoroughly as possible
with 310 illustrations. Covers ten new or improved
features of 4.0 also.

Desktop Publishing with Word for Windows v2.0 by
Tom Lichty - Hundreds of illustrations, step-by-step
examples, and lots of design advice.

Word for Windows Design Companion 2nd ed. through
version 6 by Katherine Shelly Pfeiffer — [{lustrations
with examples, step-by-step instructions.

SOFTWARE

1st Design by GST Software (Windows edition) —
Easy drawing and illustration program for first-time
users.

1st Press by GST Software (Windows edition) -
Desktop publishing program for beginners.
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MINUTES

Pursuant to determination that a quorum is present, the
meeting of the Board of Directors of OCIPUG was
brought to order by President Bob Basaraba at the SIG
space, 17632 Metzler Lane, Huntington Beach, CA at
7:05 p.m.

THOSE PRESENT
Officers: Directors:
Bob Basaraba, President Ginger Buck
Terry Currier, Vice President Paul Fuller
Larry Pearce, Secretary TFerri Hansen
Linda Fox, Treasurer Preston Hill
Sunny Lockie
Past President: Stan Sabin
Max Lockie Wendy Sarrett
Walt Strong

Approximately 20 additional Committee Chairs,
members and guests were in actendence.

MINUTES

Minutes of the previous meeting of the Board of
Directors (12/20/93) were approved as corrected: absence
of Stan Sabin to be shown as “Excused”; Committee Chairs
nominared and ratified were as follows: Membership Ac-
counting, Jonathan Means; Membership Services, Denise
Werner; Membership Promotion, Ginger Buck; Long
Range Planning, Dave Lorenzini; Program, Terry Currier;
Rules and Bylaws, Thurman Wade; Special Events, David
Black; Equipment & Facilities Usage, Terri Hansen; Spe-
cial Interest Groups, Walt Strong, SIG Space Improve-
ment, Preston Hill; Library, Tony Carnicello.

REPORTS

Secretary’s Report

Secretary Larry Pearce reported on the correspon-
dence received and summarized in a five page listing,
club mail box activity, procedures to be observed in re-
cording the minutes, and the lack of previous minutes
of the Board of Directors transferred to the Secretary.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Linda Fox reported she was not able to
separate the Tim Smith Fund until the balance was at
least $5,000. Several advertisers in the README.DOC
have been contacted regarding unpaid advertising, and
they reported they had not received an invoice for pay-
ment, until Linda Fox provided them with one. All ad-
vertisers have now been invoiced for 1993.

OPEN FORUM

The meeting of the Board of Directors was suspended
at 8:05 p.m. for Open Forum discussion.

Board of Directors Meeting
January 31, 1994

ANNOQUNCEMENTS

Future Board agendas will be uploaded to cthe BBS
Text Information file area as a separate ascii file, with
the extension “.out.”

REPORTS (Continued at 8:20 p.m.)

Comrnittee Reports

The following Committee reports were presented or
received: Long Range Planning (Dave Lorenzini}; Publi-
carions Commitree (Sunny Lockie); Rules and ByLaws
Compliance Committee (Thurman Wade); Special Inter-
est Groups (Walt Strong); Bulletin Board Committee
(Bob Ortke); Membership Committee (Jonathan
Means): Facilities and Equipment Usage Committee
(Terri Hansen); Membership Promotion/Public Rela-
tions/Hot Line Committee (Ginger Buck/Paul Fuller); Li-
brary Committee (Tony Carnicello); SIG Space
Improvement Committee (Preston Hill); Member Serv-
ices/Suggestion Boxes Commirttee {Bob Basaraba in the
absence of Denise Werner); and the Program Commit-
tee {Terry Currier).

OLD BUSINESS

Receiving Product Software: It was moved (Hansen)
and seconded (Sabin) that all product software received
by the Club be considered for the appropriate SIG lead-
ers before forwarding to the Editor for review. Action on
the motion was postponed to the next Board meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

MicroSoft Preview Presentation/Facility: It was moved
(Sabin) and seconded (M. Lockie) to authorize the Pro-
gram Committee Chairman to proceed to make arrange-
ments and secure an off-site facility for MicroSoft's
Preview of the Chicago product in consultation with the
Executive Board. Carried.

Advertising Committee: It was moved (Fuller) and sec-
onded (Fox) club member Dean Reinemann be ratified as
Chairman of the Club Advertising Committee. Carried.

Community Services Committee: It was moved (S.
Lockie) and seconded (Fuller) club member Ellis
Thomas be ratified as Chairman of the Community Serv-
ices Commitree. Carried.

Executive Board Meeting Schedule: It was moved (M.
Lockie) and seconded (Fox) the calendar for Board meet-
ings to be held the last Monday of the month at che SIG
space from February through October, 1994, except:
April 25th moved to May 2nd, May 30th moved to May

Continued on Page 11...
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