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Further Dgtdz'ls of these exciting events are provided on page 3.

President’s Message
Bob Basaraba |
Hello, . _doing our business,

I'm going to try and keep it
brief this month; there are just
a few things that T want to talk
about. I trust I'll have more
time to talk next month.

Well, since we have moved
the date of Readme. Doc up one
month, it's sort of weird trying
to decide what to say in this

issue, which is normally our:

election issue. I suppose we

‘will have the candidates’ state-

ments in the November issue
this year. Why so many
changes? Quite simply, there is
a need to change several as-
pects of the way we have been

Moving the date of

-Readme.Doc up one month

makes a lot of sense. You
should still receive your
Readme Doc during the last
two weeks of a month, how-
ever, now the SIG guide will

- contain events for the cur-

rent month, not the next
month. Try to explain to
prospective advertisers, "If
you would like your ad and
offer to be in the hands of
our members in the month
of September, then you
should put the ad or offer in
the August'issue . . . hmm? ...
No, I'm sorry we don't have

a media kit or the dates for
space, material, invoicing or
payment."...iclick:: This was
just too confusing for most
people to whom Dean Reine-
mann, . Chuck  Brewster,

‘Michael Earls or I spoke. Most

of our prospective clients told
us that this made OCIPUG
unique in the way we con-
ducted our advertising busi-
ness and, consequently, less at-
tractive. Moving the date
ahead should solve this com-
mupication gap and make it
much easier to contact adver-
tisers,

It is very important that we-

Continued on Page 2
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. |General Meeting

Harv Haight]

August Report

Lotus 1-2-3 and Kid’s Day

Random Access

Your reporter joined gurus Mike Springer
and Steve Schffman in a delayed Random
Access prior to the start of the 115th Gen-
eral Meeting on August 27th, An appeal
for help by member Terri Zoller, who
lacked a driver and manual for the HP
DeskJet 550C she bought at auction, was
answered by a considerate fellow member.
One member questioned the validity of a
386TO486.COM file from the BBS; the
three panelists strongly verified his
doubts. Friends at Western Digital have
disproved the claims made for this hoax
and others that are similar. Two inquiries
concerning the DISKSPACE compression
utility of MSDOS 6.22 brought only brief
comments from the panel; few in the au-
dience could add much. Despite the in-
ability of Norton Utilities V8.0's Disk Doc
tor to do a decent job on Stacker 4.0
drives, the panel voted Stacker 4.0, with its
new patented features, better than other
offerings.

Announcements

At 9:07 a.m., President Bob Basaraba
opened the General Meeting. He an-
nounced the Ad Hoc nomination of Hary
Haight as Chairman of the Nominating
Committee (confirmed on 8/29/94 by the
Board of Directors; other members are

John Goodman, Mike Springer, Jean
Stevens, and Roberta Klein). Haight has
already contacted many members se-
lected from recent issues of Readme Doc
as those active in club affairs.

President Bob was unhappy with im-
proper collating this month of some
newsletters; copies were also delayed to
the printer by a day. Bob discussed
briefly the new dBASE for Windows and
discussed the need for more advertise-
ments in Readme Doc. To upgrade the
BBS, Bob suggested considering pur-
chase of a CD-ROM JukeBox, to make
readily available, on the BBS, the con-
tents of six disks (about $1000). Bob
advised a visit, at the end of the General
Meeting, to Business Education Rooms
#102, #103, #104, and #106 to see how
Kid’s Day was progressing; 22 game pro-
grams were available on suitable com-
puters loaned by OCIPUG members,
Western Digital had very attractive dis-
counts to adult visitors on special sound
cards.

Hot New Release 1-2-3

At 9:30 a.m., Lotus's Heather Bremmer,
Marketing Manager for 1-2-3 for Win-
dows Release 5.0, discussed and demon-
strated this hot new version. Ms. Brem-
mer and Michelle Spence (of the local

Lotus office) detailed all features of this
advanced tool; they also showed features
of the new DOS Release 4. Demo disks
that show, in even greater detail, how Re-
lease 5 works were passed out to members
together with a user group special offer
priced at $49 plus $5 for shipping, han-
dling, and sales tax. This offer includes
Lotus Approach.

Release 5 takes a 3865X-16 or better,
with 6-8MB of 70-nSec RAM and a VGA
or better monitor. A minimum of 11MB
must be available on the hard drive (with
Approach and other attachments bring-
ing this requirement to over 22 MB).
Windows 3.1 or better is needed.

Ms. Bremmer also described a new
Spreadsheet Application Development
Contest; entry forms were given to mem-
bers. Three prizes are given to each user
group; ownership of the application re-
mains with the submitter.

Kid’s Day

Instead of a break, the General Meeting
adjourned at 10:45 a.m. after a drawing of
prizes submitted by Lotus and other ven-
dors. Kid’s Day closed at noon after a
similar drawing. OCIPUG thanks ven-
dors for prizes and also thanks individual
members for the loan of computers used

for Kid's Day. i

" -
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President’s Message (continued from cover)

try to make the newsletter pay for itself,
But, we must do more than just move
the date ahead. I have gotten together
with the newsletter and advertising staff,
and we have refined a new rate sheet with
fixed dates for space, material, invoicing,
and payment for the rest of 1994 and
upcoming 1995. Chuck Brewster, who
has worn the advertising chair's hat this
year, produced the first draft of this rate
sheet along with a contract for advertis-
ers. This sheet and contract should make
the confusion we have experienced a
thing of the past. In case you are inter-
ested, I will post this sheet and accompa-
nying documentation in the SIG
space and on the bulletin board
at the next General Meet-
ing. Take a look at it and
let us know what you
think.

Soliciting more advertis-
ing will free up our
funds for a newer and
nicer SIG space, com-
munity service pro-
jects, larger commit-
tee budgets, new equipment,
etc. Many of you may remember an
earlier General Meeting when [ pre-
sented projected forecasts for savings on
the newsletter costs. You might also re-
member that advertising revenues played
a significant role in these forecasts. Each
of our Advertising Committee chairs
this year has helped us solve a part of our
previous puzzle, I am looking for an-
other chair and several helpers. After

map to indicate the location of
members by city, Preston Hill is
coordinating  activities, and
Michael Earls is reviewing lease
agreements with a careful eye.
When asked, those in attendance at
the last General Meeting liked the
idea of having space close to a
freeway. At this point, this is the
most concrete
and  consis-
tent criteria

$Happy Hallviveen to
oll our G.1.3. USers

which members have indicated.
Subtler issues are being discussed
as well; if you are interested, con-
tact 2 Board member. You will find

meeting. It seems, for whatever reason,
we have many more members interested
in the way the group is being run. This
is very good and makes me feel good.
Many people came to hear the results of
the audit. Charles Cambron and Alan
Leibschutz presented a very thorough
and detailed report along with a set of
proposed policy changes. It was easily
apparent that they have done our group
a great service with their attention to
detail and diligence. By the time you
read this, the Board of Directors will
have convened a special meeting for the
sole purpose of discussing, in depth,
the recommendations and discover-
les contained in the audit report.
Many of you will have attended
this meeting as it was an-
nounced at the last regular
Board meeting and has been
announced on the BBS,

As [ write this, I firmly
believe that we have
gone a long way toward
reorganizing our past
business practices, thus sim-
plifying a much needed infras-
tructure for the group. The recom-
mendations for formalization of ac-
counting practices by the Audit Com-
mittee ties in closely with many aspects
of other group business practices. Estab-
lishment of written policies and several
changes to assumed policies will be nec-
essary, including most probably, a
rewrite of the bylaws. | have formed and
appointed a Policy Committee headed
by Tony Dopaze which, by the time you
read this, should have met several times

having  estab- w their  phone and produced a set of recommended
lished some in- [ , . . [ numbers in  policies and procedures for key interac-
frastructure for - f'rm’Y believe that we have the back of tions between elements of our infrastruc-
the committee § gone a Iong way toward reorgan- M Readme Doc. ture. Volunteers will finally know, a pri-
and made it pos- izing our posf business pracﬁcest Red David- ori, what thcy are bcing asked to do and

sible  for the son, Allen Ash- how to communicate and work with

thus simplifying @ much needed

newsletter and
advertising staffs
to communicate &
and coordinate their activities, the job
should be significantly easier than our
first three chairmen experienced.
Please get in touch with me and get in-
volved. I've made a few cold calls this
year myself; it's really not that tough.
There are several people work-
ing on finding a new SIG space:
Ned Stewart is pushing pins on a

infrastructure for the group.”

ley, Preston Hill,
and Ned Stewart
i have  worked
hard to clean up the office at the SIG
space and install a cabinet for inven-
toried items. They have done an excel-
lent job, the room seems far less clut-
tered and much more useful. If you
would like to help, get in touch with a
Board member,

It was nice to see so many concerned
members and new faces at our last Board

other elements of our group.

Perhaps the Audit Committee's report
has provided us with the last bit of en-
ergy required to reach the apex of the
long climb we began at the beginning of
this year. It may have been bumpy, but I
believe that we can only pick up speed
on the way down the other side of the
hill. Add to this, the valley is green and
lush and the downhill portion faces the
sun. You may decide to join me with a
grin and a sigh; the breeze is nice. @
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General Meeting

Terry Currier

September Program

To be held on September 24 at 9:00 AM at the Orange Coast College Science Hall

For September, first up, Micro 2000 will
be showing Computer Consultant. Com-
puter Consultant is a program that will
read your computer and give you its true
and accurate measurements. To have a
real test of what you are buying can be of
invaluable help when shopping for a com-
puter. Micro 2000 said they will be selling
it to OCIPUG members for a special
price.

Next, we have Borland showing dBASE
for Windows and the latest upgrade to
Paradox for Windows. Over the past
decade, dBASE has become the standard
for PC database management and soft-
ware application development with an es-
timated 15 million users worldwide, ac-
cording to the market research firm,
Computer Intelligence/Infocorp. Cor-
porations and governments around the
world use dBASE programs as part of
business-critical operations such as ac-
counting, order entry, inventory and
manufacturing systems.

With the largest PC database installed
base, no single database application devel-
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opment tool represents a greater invest-
ment than dBASE. Since dBASE for
Windows isthe dBASE language
standard, it is fully compatible with
previous versions of dBASE, so dBASE
I Plus and IV users can move from
DOS to Windows and client/server at
their own pace.

dBASE 5.0 for Windows provides the
most advanced tools for managing data
and building database applications for
Windows. It lets dBASE users and devel-
opers move all of their existing knowl-
edge and data instantly into the Win-
dows and client/server environments.
New and existing dBASE users will
benefit from the product's many inno-
vative new capabilities, including Two-
Way - Tools, an open Plug-and-Play ar-
chitecture, object-oriented dBASE exten-
sions, a scalable Borland Database En-
gine, and a host of productive ease-of-
use tools. dBASE for Windows makes
objectoriented development approach-
able by extending the powerful
English-like dBASE language with full
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“ber 29th General Meeting. You e

object-oriented capabilities for building
robust Windows and client/server appli-
cations. All dBASE III Plus and IV data
applications and code run in both dBASE
5.0 for Windows and DOS. Customers
will be able to seamlessly share data across
networks and develop both DOS and
Windows applications in the familiar
dBASE language.

For October, we will have CompuServe,
and OCIPUG member John Lunsford
will tell us what to look for when purchas-
ing a modem. g

The Program Commitree will meet ot 2:30
in the OCIPUG SIG space, ofter the
General Meeting.

If you have some suggestions we welcome

your input. If you can't make the meeting,
leave me o message on the BBS, o write
down the information and give it to me at
the mesting.
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Elections
Coming Soon!

G
At the September General Meet- -
ing, the Nominating Committee b
will announce its recommended ¥
candidates for the upcoming elec- Ve
tion of four Officers and four Di-
rectors. Nominations will also be -
accepted from the floor. After that, ¥
nominattons will be closed and

elections will be held at the Octo-

must be present to vote. Be sure to v
come and cast your VOTE for the .,
nominee of your choice,



Herb's

""Iangou’r

Herb Huey

Recently, some co-workers and | were discussing our mutual
need for larger hard disk drives or removable megio with high
capacities. All four of us have at least a 540 MB hard disk drive.
We could all see the day when we will need more storage
capability. How can this be? Have you read any good software
labels, lately? | went to the local éomputer City to do a little
label shopping. Here are some of my findings:

Hard Disk
Requirements
(MB)

20Min/40Max
3
3.5

Memory
Requirements
{Min/Typical)

4/6  MB
512 K

Application

Operating Systems
05/2 v 2.]9 vs

IBM PC-DOS v 6.3
MS-DOS v6.22 512 K
MS Windows v3.1 2 MB 6 Min/10 Max

MS Windows for Workgroups v 3.11 3/4  MB 10.5 Min/15.5 Max
MS Windows NT 12 MB 75

Spreadsheets

Borland Quattro Pro for Win v 5.0
Lotus 1-2-3 Rel 5.0

Microsoft Excel v5.0

12 Min
11 Min
5/9/12

MB
MB
MB

4/6
4/6
4/6

Ofices

Microsoft Office Standard Edition
Microsoft Office Professional Edition
Borland Office

MB
MB
MB

23/51/74
29/58/82
16 Min

4/8
6/8
4/6

Word Processors

Microsoft Word v 6.0 4
WordPerfect v 6.0a 4/6/8
Lotus Ami Pro v 3.1 4

MB
MB
MB

5/18/25
8 Min/26 Max
F1 Min/15 Mox

Databases

Bortand Paradox for Windows
Microsoft Access

Borlond dBase for Windows v 5.0
Borland dBase for DOSv 5.Q
Lotus Approach

N/A

6 Min/21 Max
14 Min

9 Min

8.5 Min

6/8
6/8
6/8
4/6
4/6

MB
MB
MB
MB
MB

Programming Language Development
/4

MB 30

MB 25

MB N/A (78)

MB 5 Min/50 Max
MB 50 Min

Microsoft Visual Bosic
Microsoft Visual C+ +
Borland Turbe C+ + Visual for Win  4/8
Symantec C+ + Professional 4/8
Borland C++ Environment 4

4/8

Other Applications

Peachtree Accounting for Windows
CorelDRAW v 5.0

Lotus Notes

Kurzweil Voice for Windows v 1.0

12 Min
MB N/A
MB 14 Min
MB 30

4 MB
8/16

4/6
8/16

Games .

Carmen Sondiego Space/Deluxe
Knowledge Adventure Kid's Zoo
Three Sixty Harpaon I

640
640
4/8

Read Any Good Software Labels,
Lately?

The results are mind boggling! In any soft-
ware category, it is easy to find software hogs
that consume large amounts of hard disk
space. There are 15 applications listed here
that exceed 25 MB in storage requirements.
Several applications also require at least 8
MB of memory to run and 16 MB to run
well.

Microsoft deserves kudos for stating its
minimum and typical memory require-
ments for its products, as well as the mini-
mum/typical/maximum hard disk storage
requirements. The potential Microsoft user
has a good idea what he or she will need to
run a Microsoft product. Note that Borland
and Lotus only state minimum require-
ments for their products. If you buy a prod-
uct like Borland's Turbo C++ Visnal Envi-
ronment for Windows, you may be sur-
prised to find you need 78 MB of precious
bard disk space for a full installation. Of
course, the sheer size of the box (1Y: feet
long) should have given you a clue that this
1s a storage hog. A hint to companies like
Borland and Lotus: Please state fully the
memory and storage requirements to run
your products effectively. In many cases,
companies will not state their storage re-
quirements, especially with games. If a soft-
ware product uses less than 10 MB, the com-
pany often will not list the product's storage
requirements.

Other Storage Hogs

Storage capacity demands are not limited
to storing applications. The latest color
scanner by Microtek scans in 36-bit color or
in billions of colors at 1200 dots per inch
(DPI). A single 7.0 x 10.5 color image at max
resolution consumes an incredible 89 MB of
disk storage! A dozen such tmages can make
short work of a one GB hard disk. Image
processing softwate can spit out several fil-

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

tered versions of the same image with the
same high storage requirements, The lat-
est in video capture solutions is the
Video-IT! by ATL An advertisement
claims that the Video-IT! can reduce stor-
age requirements from 50 MB/minute to
only 9 MB/minute! A two hour video will
wipe out your one GB hard disk. The only
solution for storage is removable media
with at least 200 MB of storage.

Storage Blues
My friends and I all agreed that one GB
storage capability will soon be too small
for many users. What are our options?
Fortunately, hard disk drives are rapidly
falling in price. One GB hard disk drives
can be found for less than $500! Several
of us had problems installing additional
hard drives (myself included). An attrac-
tive alternative is a magneto-optical drive
with 230 MB capacity. Magneto-optical
drives with one GB storage capacity are
priced well out of reach (more than
$2500). Two of my brothers love their
Fujitsu 128 MB magneto-optical drives.
Access times are slower (30 ms) than cur-
rent hard disks but faster than almost any
other alternative. Magneto-optical drives
are ideal as a backup or secondary storage
device. However, prices have not dropped
much in the past year, with drive prices
around $1000 for a 230 MB drive and
SCSI interface and $65 for a disk.
Another  attractive alternative s
Syquest's 270 MB removable hard disk
drive. Access time is about the same as a
disk drive (14 ms). Prices are around $430
for the drive and $95 per disk. A good
SCSI interface on the order of the
Adaptec 1522 ($220) or a fast IDE-2 inter-
face is also required. A one GB
magneto-optical solution is around $1250
while a Syquest removable system ranges
from a low of $880 for an IDE version to
$1160 for a full SCSI-2 version. The prices
are not surprising. Removable storage has
always been around twice the price of
fixed hard disks when comparing equal
capacity. But, alas! None of us has pockets
that deep for removable media. Perhaps
one day....

Signing Off

Kid's Day was a blast. 1 volunteered to
bring in my computer. Since the 15 was
closed at Tustin, it took me more than

two hours getting to the classroom. |
quickly started to set up in the Broder-
bund room but forgot a power cord and
my mouse. 1 borrowed both items and
then discovered that the mouse plugged
into COM 1 which is used by my mo-
dem. I borrowed a tool kit, yanked out
my modem and enabled the COM 1
port on my I/O card. I was online
within 30 minutes. The Broderbund rep
gave me a CD to run, but then I discov-
ered that my Windows sound driver was
missing. Without my Windows disks, I
couldn't restore the driver, so I loaded
up Where in the USA is Carmen Sandiego
Deluxe in DOS. The graphics and sound
really added to the enjoyment of this
game. | managed to solve three cases
without the Atlas, It was obvious that
this game is a hit with young and old
alike. One young boy was still playing
when I came back to take apart my sys-
tem,

Ididn't win anything in the drawing,
but I did trade my complimentary copy
of Carmen Sandiego for a Microsoft
Dinosaurs CD-ROM. Microsoft did a
good job on this CD-ROM, blending
drawings, animation and sound to-
gether, The subject matter is hyper-
linked, and Cowboy SAM will take you
on guided tours into the dinosaur
realm. The only feature I didn't like was
the cartoon-like appearance of the
movies. All in all this makes a fine addi-
tion to my fledgling CD-ROM collec-

tion. B

Have you called
the BBS today?

Products

For
Review

Jean Stevens, Editor

The products listed below are avail-
able for review by Club members. If
you would like to be a reviewer for
any of these products, or want more
information, please give me a call
at 644-1017.

The reviewers are required to write
a minimum 500 word review for
Readme.Doc within thirty days of re-
ceiving the product. The product
then becomes yours to keep, subject
to the manufacturer's license agree-
ment, restrictions and limitations.
The registration card will be withheld
until receipt of a satisfactory review,
These products are complete applica-
tions with documentation, not demo

disks.
Software

ImagePals 2: Management tool for
graphics, publishing, and multime-
dia users.

Estimator Plus for Windows: An esti-
mating, bidding, and quoting system.

VectorVest Electronic: Software kit used
to download stock and industry data
for complete stock analysis

Readme.Doc Page 5



I've cleaned out debris from installa-
tion of Windows demos, from incom-
plete removal of Windows applications
no longer current or used, or from trash
that serves no purpose, generally a part
of WIN.INI or SYSTEM.INL

I've done it the hard way, line by line,
by the use of XTreePro or XTreeGold.
But it's been worth it in all cases, for the
resulting speedier loading and use of
Windows.

The two programs I'm now checking
out to aid in this cleanup of Windows
debris are Norton Utilities Version 8.0,
with its INI advisor sections, and Micro-
Help Uninstaller Version 2. When I've
finished full evaluation, my results will
be given in this column.

CADOS\XCOPY*.GRP C:\WIN-BKUP /S
C:\
<CTL-Z>

This simple batch command collects
coptes of all .INI files and .GRP files from
your C: drive into the directory named
CAWIN-BKUP. Should a program you've
installed {or one a demo has installed for
you} foul your operation, the original
INT or .GRP files can be replaced from
entries in this directory which also show
from whence the file comes, |

Last month’s puzzle solution

Harw Haight

By actual count of a printout, my For now, let me show you how to save
WIN.INI takes up twenty pages! your skin when you try a new demo or
This is one reason why my leta program install itself through Win-

dows. Assume Windows is on Drive C;
(which can be a Stacker 4 drive); you
must have DQS 5.0 or better! Enter the

following:

3865X33/5X387 takes several minutes to
bootup. Yours may act likewise, and per-
haps for the same reason. 1 have over
600MB on a Stacker 4 drive full of files,
mostly Windows programs in the process
of evaluation. Until I'm through, allIcan ¢
do 1s shrug my shoulders and turn to  MD WIN-BKUP
another untt, COPY CON WINBKUP.BAT

On other units, or for other people, CADOS\XCOPY*.INI CAWIN-BKUP /S
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Batch File

Basics

Michael Springer

Diagnostic Routines
The criteria for a diagnostics batch file were discussed last time; an attempt to meet the criteria is presented this time.

In summary, the idea is to exercise various parts of a PC by copying files and checking the copies against the originals. This
exercise should run continuously until a problem is detected or the diagnostic is interrupted by human intervention. Some

screen activity should be provided to indicate what is happening. Humans get nervous about computers that seem to be doing
something but have no screen activity for fong periods of time. *

All of the techniques included below have been presented in previous Batch File Basics articles, so get out the old issues if

you want detatls.

:BURNIT.BAT
::last revised 8/03/94

@echo off
:: test if computer is ready
~ if not exist C:\xysource\prn goto :ERRO1
if not exist C:\xysource\*.* goto :ERRO2
if not exist C:\xytarget\prn goto :ERRO3
rem goto :RUNIT

:RUNIT

echo -- starting loop --

echo  copying to A:

copy c:\xysource\*.* a:\

echo  copying to B:

copy a:\*.* b:\

echo  copying to C:\xytarget

copy b:\*.* c:\xytarget

::copy used because it is harder on the floppy drives

::check results
echo  comparing files
fc ¢:\xysource\*.* c:\xytarget\* * > c:\temp\result.dat
::pass result.dat thru FIND to analysis.dat
find "****"< c:\temp\result.dat > ¢:\temp\analysis.dat
copy c:\temp\analysis.dat c:\temp\testzero.dat > nul
if exist c:\temp\testzero.dat goto :FAILMSG

rem goto :CLEANUP

:CLEANUP
echo  cleaning up for next run
echo y | del c:\xytargef\*.*
echo y | del a:\*.*
echoy | del b:\*.*
echo  ignore 'file not found' message
for %%a in (result analysis testzero) do del
c:\temp\%%a.dat > nul (a!l one line)

echo.
::wrap back to runit
goto :RUNIT

::*** ERROR MESSAGES ***

:ERRO1

echo,

echo The directory C:\XYSOURCE does not exist.
echo Create it and put some files in it.

echo,

pause

goto :END

:ERRO2
echo.
echo You need some files in the CAXYSCURCE
echo directory.
echo.

pause
goto :END

:ERRO3

echo.

echo Create the C:\XYTARGET directory.,
echo.

pause

goto :END

:FAILMSG

echo.

echo The copy process has failed!l

echo Check the hardware and the floppy disks.
echo.

echo Testing terminated.

echo,

END Kl
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Let's talk about modems—what else?
Lately, we have had a lot of questions
about which modems to buy, what to
avoid, as well as the ever present
problems of setting up properly.

One of the big questions is what to do
about the new ultra high speed (>14.4
Kbps} modems. One that has relatively
little following is known as the V19.6
Terbo, or something like that. It clatms
to offer speeds about 35% faster than the
present 14.4 jobs. Is it worth considering?
In my opinion, no. It is probably not
even in the running for the near future.
I have not seen one in operation and
have read very little other than the ads,
so [ can't offer much on that one.

The ones that are getting the big play
right now are the V.Fast, or V.FC,
modems based on a Rockwell chipset.
Rockwell got its foot in the door, since it
is the manufacturer of the great majority
of modem chips on the market today
{U.S. Robotics excluded). Those chips are
used by virtually all of the serious
modem manufacturers and will give you
a genuine 28.8 Kbps transfer rate,
provided that they are connected to
another V.FC type and provided that you
have a clean telephone line. Under less
than ideal conditions, they will drop
down decrementally to 14.4 Kbps or even
lower under very bad conditions. I have
seen a pair of these in operation, and
they are real hummers! As with
everything new, prices are high right
now, and you will not find many BBSs
using those modems. Some of the real
biggies are offering a few lines, but the
shift has been nowhere near massive. It
will come, but probably not for a year or
$0.

What is everyone waiting for? They are
waiting for the V.34 modems. When the
International Telecommunications
Confederation was taking its time about
agreeing on the new protocol, the V.FC
was born as 2 marketing ploy with the
idea that it could later be converted to

& of the

s BBS

Bob Ottke

the V.34, It is important to note that
V.EC and V.34 will not talk to one
another, at least not at the very high
speeds. If you were to buy a V.FC now,
you would be faced with a conversion
that would cost you in the neighborhood
of fifty dollars and could take up to
several weeks to accomplish. In some
cases, the conversion might be
accomplished using flash ROM and take
no time at all, except for executing the
ROM change program that might be
downloadable from a manufacturer's
BBS to registered owners of its modems.
It seems unlikely that a flash ROM BIOS
change could be made generically, but
wouldn't that be nice?

So, where does that leave you now?
With the 14.4, you can download a ZIP
file at about 1660 cps,
or about 2 megabyte in
ten minutes. If you go
to 28.8, you will have
about 3300+ cps, and a
megabyte will take
about five minutes. Is
the difference worth
the couple of hundred
dollars to  you?
Obviously, if you are doing a lot of data
transfer over long distances, you might
pay it off in a couple of months. If you
are the speed freak that needs the fastest
of anything (incidentally, how is that
Ferrari on the 405?), maybe it is worth it
just to have it. But, if most of your calls
are made to the OCIPUG BBS (don't I
wishl), you might as well wait. We will
make the move at the appropriate
time—probably sometime within the next
couple of years—and we'll do our best to
get a special deal for our members at that
time.

One thing for sure, when you go to
28.8, you will definitely need the 16550
UART. Yes, I know, there are lots of
external 14.4 modems working very well
from DOS (nor Windows!) with the
16450. Yes, you can get along with a one

byte buffer at 14.4, but at 28.8, chances
are you will need all sixteen that are
available from the 16550 UART. If, on
the other hand, you decide to go
internal, your new modem will come
completely  equipped  with  the
appropriate UART. If you don't know
what  you have now, download
I$1655.ZIP and run it. It will identify
your UART.

We also get a lot of questions about
brands. For the sake of simplicity, I'll
divide those into known and anonymons
brands. You can pretty well count on the
known brands such as U.S. Robotics,
Hayes, Practical Peripherals, Supra,
ZyXEL, Intel, and many others. Those all
have good customer support and a
warranty of at least three years. The
anonymous jobs, on
the other hand, cost
a lot less, have a
much more limited
warranty, and their
manufacturers may
or may not be in
business next month.
Whichever you buy,
please  keep  your
documentation. It is plain el to try to
guess the proper positions of each of six
or eight jumpers without any guidance,

Speaking of the anonymous brands, I
recently bought one of Fry's specials. It is
a 144 data/fax modem that fits the
PCMCIA slot of my Toshiba laptop. The
idea was simply that if it didn't work
within a week, I would return it. Well, it
is a real charmer! Gives me a solid 1650
cps, and takes practically no space at all,
It does have a domgle—a special
connection cord/slot for the RJ11
telephone connector—but that is about as
big as your thumb,

Don't forget—the BBS SIG has been
moved to the fourth Tuesday. Bring your
balky equipment, and we'll try to make it

work .. .. =
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All the big guns are
aiming to acquire alle-
giance from the large-
pool of dBase develop-
ers. Microsoft's new verston of Fox Pro,
blow-out priced at $99.00 for any buyer,
was produced explicitly for dBase devel-
opers. [t includes special help to ease the
transition from dBase to Fox Pro. Com-
puter Associates, of course, claims they
have the ideal solution with their upcom-
ing Visual Objects for Windows. Now, a
new comer to the desktop database
world, Powersoft, has their desktop ver-
sion of PowerBuilder and they are invest-
ing heavily in advertising toward the
dBase developers.

Special lecture by Adam Green
I'd like to thank Adam Green for coming
to Costa Mesa. He demonstrated Power-
Buider Desktop and shared his reasons
for choosing to support PowerBuilder.

Desktop Databases in the
Future

Adam Green provided his future predic-
tions for desktop databases. All quotes
are from Adam Green. In short, he ex-
pects the top players in the database mar-
ket to be Microsoft and Powersoft. Per-
haps, there is some fortune in having soft
in your name,

Visual Objects

The big loser could very well be Com-
puter Associates Visual Objects. Accord-
ing to Adam Green, he and other expert
sources don't believe Visual Objects will
ever happen. If they do make it,"Visual
Objects is very ambitious. It is a true
object oriented system, meaning that you
have to understand object oriented pro-
gramming to use it. You can't just want
to learn it. You have to know it already
in order to use this product. The prob-
lem is that xBase developers are DOS
programmers and they need to learn win-
dows event driven programming plus ob-
ject oriented programming and Clipper
5.2. That is going to be a small percent-
age of the entire market."

dBase for Windows

While Borland's dBase for Windows is
out of the starting gate, Adam believes it
will stumble in the race around the track,
He predicted dBase for Windows would
enter the market in very buggy form.

And, when current xBase programmers
find out they have to learn a new
paradigm for Windows along with a radi-
cally changed dBase language (see the ex-
planation below), they will begin search-
ing among all the products on the mar-
ket to find the one which offers the most
useful features. Previous experience in
programming with xBase, he predicts,
will be quite insignificant when using
dBase for Windows.

This scenario is very different from
the current press I've read regarding
dBase for Windows. One article pro-
claimed the long awaited arrival of the
Windows version of dBase was, "well
worth the wait." The popular press has
been heavily weighted in favor of Bor-
land's efforts, praising the new dBase for
Windows. I wonder what time will tell.
Adam expressed a concern that Borland's
fate with dBase for Windows could very
well be similar to Ashton Tate's problem-
filled introduction of dBase IV.

Adam's training business was heavily
invested in dBase when Ashton Tate in-
troduced dBase IV, Yet, he was the only
dBase expert willing to speak out about
the problems with dBase IV when it was
released. He expressed a desire to avoid a
repeat of that experience.

Adam resigned from Borland in
February of this year. He was writing
training matertals for dBase for Win-
dows. Adam said, this long awaited up-
grade was at least a year away from final
completion as of February:" It was very
incomplete—but Borland was saying they
would ship in June."

xBase won't be xBase in
Windows

"Solving the basic problem of xBase to
make it work correctly on Windows, in
my opinion, cannot be done by keeping
a language that looks like xBase. A real

Windows app needs to
create multiple copies
of the same form. For
example, I might want
to be on the last record and the first
record at the same time. In xBase you
have a purely global language. You have
one record pointer per file and one set of
memory variables. How can [ have two
copies of the same form at the same time
with only one record pointer available?
it doesn't work. xBase is a global lan-
guage and it won’t handle encapsulation.
You cannot have multiple copies of the
same memory variable, It doesn't work in
the xBase language. The only way to
solve the problem is to change the lan-
guage dramatically; change the language
so that each form has its own copy of the
memory variable. Therefore, you can't
have it still look like xBase and be able to
handle multiple instances. It simply, by
definition, will not be the same lan-

guage."

Fox Pro

Adam, a big fan and supporter of Fox
Pro for DOS, says the current version for
Windows, using character-based win-
dows in the Windows environment, is
silly and much slower than doing essen-
tially the same thing in DOS. He refers
to the foundation read statements used
as a brilliant kludge in DOS—"Being able
to give you GUl-like graphical applica-
tions under a character-based system, is
absolutely the best way to build xBase
applications in DOS,"—and an absolutely
awful kludge in Windows.

It was merely a quick and dirty port
from DOS to Windows, diminished by
its faithtul inheritance of the character-
based Fox Pro for DOS. "The result is a
character-based system pretending to
look like a graphical system on windows.
When you run Fox Pro for Windows
those things on the screen are not win-
dows. They draw lines around them, but
they are not really windows in 2 Win-
dows sense. Since they are not really Win-
dows objects they can't have real events.
You can't build a system as a true Win-
dows system." On the other hand, he
believes that Fox Pro 3.0 for Windows
will be a very good product. Fox Pro 3.0
will be a completely new rewrite throwng

(Continued on page 11)
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Product Review

Richard Hunter

QuickLink Gold

for Windows

QuickLink Gold
for Windows

Smith Micro
Software

(714)-362-5800
(voice)

(714)-362-2350
{tech support}
Fax #: (714)-362-2399

Price: $

Product:

Producer:

Phone #:

Requirements:
An IBM-PC AT, PS/2 or
compatible computer (286 or
higher processor), Windows
3.0 or greater, MS5-DOS or
PC-DOS 3.3 or higher, 1 MB
of RAM (4 MB for OCR), 2 MB
free hard disk space, a CGA,
EGA, VGA, 8514/A, or
Hercules graphics adapter and
monitor, and an EIA Class 1 or
2 standard fax/modem.

QuickLink Gold is a fax/modem/QOCR
program from Smith Micro Software,
Inc (SMSI). This program was demon-
strated at the Modem SIG on August 9,
1994, and then a copy was raffled off. As
the winner of the package, I thought it
would be appropriate to write up a cri-
tique of this program,

SMSI's main business has been selling
to the OEM modem manufacturers, but
now it is interested in a stronger pres-
ence in the consumer market, SMSI's
OEM software is QuickLink I FAX.
QuickLink Gold (QLGold) is the con-
sumer software and includes more fea-
tures than the OEM sofiware.

Since SMSI's main business has been
OEM accounts which generally require
simple setup, this software package fea-
tures very easy setup. The software de-

tects the correct COM port and makes
all the adjustments. You do not need to
identify the COM port, [RQ, or I/O
address. Only the COM port is shown in
a pull-down menu. The IRQ and the [/O
address are not shown in any of the win-
dows. You do not even have to establish
the initialization string or identify the
modem. You will, though, still need to
set several parameters, such as baud rate,
data bits, etc, '

The data mode features background
file transfer, host mode, nine file transfer
protocols (including Zmodem), five ter-
minal emulations, a script language, sup-
port for popular online services, and
support for the 16550 UART. The pro-
gram supports Windows sounds (WAV
files) to inform you when an action is
complete, providing you have the neces-
sary sound system. QLGold also can
change the font for you when converting
text files (TXT) and has the ability to
change the fonts used for the fax header
and the fax cover pages.

The data mode worked well. [ didn't
try the background file transfer, and I
used only the Zmodem protocol. For
terminal emulation, I used ANSI and
VT-100 and encountered no problems.
While many software packages offer
many more types of terminal emulation,
most of what I find
requires only ANSI and
VT-100, so it may not be
a disadvantage to have
only five terminal emu-
lation types.

The program has a
scroll back buffer which
may be set at various
sizes up to 64K. The
scroll back buffer data
may be copied to the
clipboard and from
there pasted to Notepad
or another program for

viewing or saving. | did notice, though,
that not all that is seen on the screen is
captured by the buffer. The line on the
OCIPUG BBS that starts with -Pause- is
dropped from the buffer for some rea-
son. A capture text feature, separate
from the scroll buffer, is also available,
and it captured all the information from
the screen. It is handy to capture the text
when first communicating with a new
BBS. In that way, details that might oth-
erwise be lost can be captured, and the
information needed for a script may be
saved.

One feature [ particularly liked was,
when downloading a file, instead of over-
writing like-named files in the download
directory, QLGold renamed the QWK
mail packet. Thus, [ didn't lose either of
the packets. My previous program only
offered an option of canceling the file
transfer or overwriting the previous file.

The software has a host mode, which
allows 1t to operate as a mini-BBS. The
host mode also has a means for testing
aperation without having to have some-
one call you to see how it works. This
feature saves time and trouble in testing
the host setup.

The modem script is an interpretive C

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

type language [ was unsuccessful in get-
ting it to work. While it offers a lot of
power for programmmg, it is not as casy
as some other script languages. Some
things are also not available because of
the language. For example you cannot
use an asterisk, since it has a special
meaning in the C language. Thus, when
entering your name and password, you
may not use the asterisk to speed up the
process and go directly to the main
menu.

QLGold comes with an OCR (0pt:cal
character recognition) program. This is
the first time I have used such a program,
so 1 have nothing to compare it with. |
tried OCR with different faxes with
mixed success. Some files worked reason-
ably well, while others had so many
unidentified characters that the results
were worthless. QLGold’s OCR has a
learn mode that should help the conver-
sion process. The font and quality of the
fax material have a large influence on the
results.

The sending fax worked fine, but [ had
trouble receiving faxes. The problem may
be due to my computer or my Zoom
modem. However, after setting the receive
parameters to fax only, the line speed to
19,200, and the fax speed to 14,400, I
could receive faxes. The autodetect, which
allows both data transfer and faxes, seems
to have been the problem with my sys-
teimn.

There are a few things | would like to

see improved. The phone lists are not
compatible with any other program. If
compatibility is required, SMSI offers a
separate program called HotLine. This
progtam 1s overkill for the casual user,
although it may be a big advantage for a
heavy modem/fax user. And, of course,
the scnpt language needs some help so
that it is more usable by non-
programmers. QLGold also lacks what
another program calls intelligent area
code checking. Since I don't travel with
my computer, this feature doesn't help
me,
Overall, QLGold is a good communica-
tions package with all the features one
normally would like this type of software
to have. As with all software, it may fit
some individuals better than others. [~

(Continued from page 9)
away the current approach used for Fox
Pro 2.6 for Windows.

Paradox for Windows

So, what about Paradox? Well, Adam
suggested, if Borland had forgotten
about Ashton Tate and focused solely
on Paradox, then Paradox for Windows

programmers, he believes they will at-
tract a large following.

In Summary

"So, the basic scenario that | envision is
that dBase for Windows doesn't make it
because it is not complete and not ro-
bust enough and really buggy at this
point (pre-release). Visual Objects
doesn't get there. The only one that does

would have become the
#1 database in Windows
at this time and dBase
would have died on its
own. Now, however, Para-
dox's outcome is ques-

“Now,

however,
Paradox's outcome
is questionable...”

get there is Fox and when
they do, the language will
be very different. By the
way, Visual Objects' lan-
guage s very different.
And dBase for Windows'

tionable, especially among the market of
xBase programmers. Also, if Borfand
hadn't bought Ashton Tate, Microsoft
most likely would not have purchased
Fox Pro. He believes Microsoft's pur-
chase of Fox Pro was purely a strategic
move against Borland.

The only newcomer in the dcsktop
database market who shows promise, ac-
cording to his calculations, is PowerSoft
with  their PowerBuilder desktop
database. Power-

language is very different, too. So, what
is xBase? xBase is supposed to be a com-
mon standard shared by multiple prod-
ucts. It can't happen. It won't happen.”
Lastly, he firmly believes that with Mi-
crosoft's aggressive low price marketing
there will not be room for newcomers to
enter the market and do well. Newcom-
ers simply will not be able to make
enough money to bootstrap a startup

business. K

Builder has been
doing very well
with their $3000
Enterprise
Client/Server
Database front
end. Their desk-
top version, at
$249, provides a
direct path to
scale up to the
enterprise  edi-
tion, a very use-
ful feature for
many busi-
nesses.  Power-
soft developed
their niche in
the enterprise
market, accord-
ing to Adam, be-
cause they of-
fered the appli-
cation develop-
ment tools that
Oracle  never
provided. With
Powersoft's ag-
gressive market-
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Review of

Kid’s Day Software

[ thought T would write about some of

the software shown at our second annual
Kid’s Day. My favorite was Knowledge
Adventure’s Magic Theater. Tt allows you
to eastly bring in scenery already made
up (or draw your own), put in objects
such as balls, ants, or spiders and make
them walk or run across the screen. You
can make up your own story with differ-
ent actions and you can save it. Then
you can add in your voice to make your
own movie; KA even includes a micro-
phone. Magic Theater is a Windows «

ferry Currier

you a question. You tell em,
"Let me think about that.”
Then turn on the computer,
put in the encyclopedia,
find the answer, then go
back and tell them. You'll
look really smart—at least
until they catch on.
Davidson’s Cruncher is a
Windows spreadsheet for
kids. It's like having Mi-
crosoft’s Excel with car-
toons which show the kids
how to use it. One knock on

i it—there should be a tutorial

of the program itself to show what a
column, row, or cell is. They describe it
in the manual, but the addition of a
tutorial would enhance it. They do have
really great tutorials showing kids (or
adults) everything from how to make up
different types of spreadsheets using car-
toon characters, all the way down to
whooping it up when they get it correct.
Among the tutorials, Making Cookies
shows how to change a cookie recipe to
increase the amount of cookies made.

program that requires at least 4MB
of RAM. The CD-ROM version
takes 4MB  of storage on the hard

drive. The disk version requires
18MB of storage.

I didn’t get a chance to see them
in detail, but Stiles who was show-
ing Swfie on his computer, told me
they were having a hard time
switching between Brain Quest and
the drawing program—the kids
didn’t want to stop playing with
them. Compton's Encyclopedia Inter-
active was so popular that members sug-
gested they come back to show again.
Microsoft’s Encarta also was a favorite.
The kids look at them and say they're
OK, but the parents, as always, look at
them and think how useful would they
be for school. Of course, they are most
useful when your kid comes up and asks

Welcome to CRUNCHER for Windows.

Racing Slugs shows how to make up a
spreadsheet to keep track of scores from
video games. It comes with projects such
as tracking baseball statistics, party plan-
ner—how much of everything you need,
and getting a pet which looks at the fi-
nancial obligations of pet ownership.
Cruncher has the regular features of a

spreadsheet even down to charting, but
with it you can add stickers. Cruncher
also makes really great use of sound,
keeping it from being too much like
work. This all goes along with getting the
job done and having fun while doing it.

Interplay sent SimCity on CD-ROM,
For those of you not familiar with the
program, you become the mayor of a
city that you have to plan from the
ground up. You are given the land and
you must plan and lay out the city,
putting up homes, industry, and com-
mercial buildings. Don’t forget, you will
want roads, power stations and power
lines, and police and fire stations. All
this you must purchase with a budget
and maintain with the taxes collected.
You plan, or at least better plan, to take
care of the roads, along with the police
and fire stations. If you do not, people
and businesses will move out of your
town. Raise taxes too high and you get
the same effect. With great realism, cars
move on the roads, and if you don’t
make enough roads there are traffic
jams. You can put up a stadium that will
#13 help your tax base but adds to traf-
fic. There can be disasters that
wreak havoc, such as earthquakes,
or even a monster that is attracted
to the pollution from your city. The
CD-ROM version is exactly like the
disk version, but it adds video and
audio clips. Imagine a video at the
start telling you what a great mayor
you are and that everyone loves you.
Then later on, when things aren’t
going so well, you get an audio clip
coming in saying, "How can you
sleep at night knowing your fire
fighters are out there laying their lives on
the line with outdated or worn equip-
ment. We need more funding." Another
1s the police captain video and audio
telling you of riots in the street and ask-
ing for help. This is a game that is both
challenging and fun. I'll tell you of more
next month. a

Readme.Doc Page 13



Book Review

Mark Hebert

The

QuarkXPress Book

Second Edition for Windows

The QuarkXPress
Book, Second
Edition for
Windows (covers
3.3)

David Blatner and
Bob Weibel

Publisher: Peachpit Press,
Inc.
2414 Sixth Street
Berkeley, CA
94710

Phone #: 800-283-9444
510-548-5991

Price: $29.95*

ISBN #:: 1-56609-135-7

* {OCIPUG members receive a
20% discount.)

Title:

Authors:

It takes some getting used to. ] started in
graphics design when type had to be
spec’'d {short for specification. One had
to count the number of characters per
line, figure out how much type of the
chosen face would fit, at what size and
spacing, and then request all that from
the typesetter), sent to a typesetter and
output from a typesetting machine. Pho-
tos had to be cropped, layouts
ruled with rapidogtaph pens, and
custom type twisting drawn by
hand. IHustrations were either
pen and ink or painted in color.
The time lag for all this to get any
ad or publication completed
seemed interminable. Then Ven-
tura Publisher ~ame to the DOS
world. It was speedy on an old
XT, solid at layout and handling
type, and could use either an HP
Laserfet or Linotronic Imageset-
ter to produce output. It was
frame based, which means every-
thing on a page had to be in a

frame—text or art, it didn't matter. Long
documents were a snap, and this really
speeded things up. Then came Windows,
PageMaker, and the Postscript world
with better type handling and image po-
sitioning, all easier to learn and use than
Ventura. It was also cross-platform com-
patible, which enabled me to sneak into
Mac shops, where most of the work was
going. Finally, Quark garnered most of
the market share from PageMaker with
its type precision, color art handling and
all-in-one palettes. At the beginning of
last year, XPress came to Windows in
version 3.1, and with it came one of the
most popular books about it, The
QuarkXPress Book. 1 had to admit that
Quark was here to stay. Any thought I
had that I might get by on PageMaker
alone was dashed in my first interview of
the year for a graphics design job in
1993; I lost out to someone who knew
Quark.

The QuarkXpress Book was the one 1
selected to help me through the transi-
tion from PageMaker. The first edition
was well written, if a bit chatty. It covered
all areas with special emphasis on out-
put, color, and Windows-specific hints,
In fact, it had hints and cautions that
weren't tn the Quark User Guide or refer-
ence manuals, things like, don't use auto

save—use auto backup—or making better
registration marks. Handy advice to
make life easier seemed to be the credo of
the book. The intention of the authors
was to make a personal consultant in the
form of a book so you could get answers
in the middle of the night when a consul-
tant wasn't answering his or her phone,
They really did make a consultant in-a-
book. I've gotten a few employers out of
jams using this book, and [ keep it handy
on every Job. This new version doesn't
rewrite the first edition but puts graphic
pointers stating New /n 3.3 with page
numbers at every point Version 3.3 made
changes or improvements. So, if you
have Version 3.1, you will at least know
what you are missing. This makes it easy
to find the new features without search-
ing through the whole book as the up-
dates are located in the back, all in one
section. Also, the tips have a separate
table of contents in the front for easy
look-ups.

If you are expecting a lesson in layout
and design, this is #of the book to pur-
chase. It will familiarize you with typo-
graphic and graphic design terms, which
15 90% of education anyway. It has the
simplest and the best explanation of
color and the differences between
printed and video color that [ have ever

read. Along with that is the Color
Plates section, which gives real color
examples that weren't in the first
edition. The authors do take you by
the hand, step-by-step, as you create
headlines, flow copy, and insert
photos and art, and they give short-
cuts for many menu digging and
excavation procedures. Also, major
Quark concepts are laid out in
plain English, like the basic frame
technology and which tool moves
frames and which tool edits the text
or art inside the frame.

(Continued on page 22)
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SIG Guide for
October 1994

A Calendar of Special Interest Group
(SIG) Meetings and Special Evenis

For more information on membership and meetings|y
of the Orange Coast IBM PC User. Group write to
- JOCIPUG at 1500 Adams Avenue, #105, Costa Mesa,
 1CA 92626; or call: : o '

The October 29th General Meeting will feature:

‘Compuserve, and OCIPUG member John Lunsford
on, “What to lock for in a modem.”

TR TRE s ol

j '."f.}l? Voic: HotLine (714) 8432048 - 8:402.m. to 9:002.m. is Random Access time!

CorourBBS: . . (714) 8439248 - Ask questions...and receive answers.
» - - L3
) - { OCPUGBoord Miget'f - Pessonal Finance Publications Comm. |~ - o L New Users @ 9 am
| "temet Committoe . | . e SiGspoce - | - : -
S 4bpm Members Welcome s ; 0es @ 1pm.
g | @é&3opm S DBosedil & v : ' '
£ E25 September |26 R A 128 : Ri 30 ]
. R o : Reul Estote 8 am HB-FV
WordPerfect Spreadsheet Multimedie Desktop Hnix Assot. of Realtors
A : : Publishing - | Progamming 9 om
S SRR IR : , 0s2@1pm
{ [ ¥ ' 4 |5 |6 : 7 :
0] Pedigree Pursuit *| . MSWod Modem Netwark - Grophics " Intemnet 3D Studio/
gl - @ 1:30pm : - _ ' “Amimator Pro
it L 2R _ 10 Ik o 12 13 14 15 -
' Community Service Genedlogy - GeoWorks-4PM | Windows 3.1 AmiPro Dotabase Review Program Committee
- Committze 35 pm : meets Oct. 29 of
- o ..} Librory Committee ' 2:30 pmﬁSfﬁ space
16. ' I 8 - 19 20 21 7
23 - Internet 24 ' o :
_ - Lommitiee _ Personol Finonce dBase I & IV Hordwere GooWorks G:n;t;:‘l::fﬁg
185 “n Iy N 0.CC Scence Hol
- ‘ Mtg. at SI BBS
- : ; 1 9:00 0.m.
30 | Apace-6:30 pm 31 | 25 26 27 28 G

o Spécial Interest Groups (SIGs) meet from 7 pm tols
- 110 pm at our SIG space, located at 17632 Metzler Lane,
Suite 211, Huntington Beach unless otherwise noted.

Notices:

¢ O8/2 - SIG will move to the 3rd Tuesday of the month starting {;
in November !

* Max Lockie will be the dBase SIG leader, with Bob Schmiedeke
as co-8IG leader and Tom Toner the designated guru

¢ There will be a one-time UNIX SIG in October A full time H

UNIX SIG will be proposed for approvat by the BCD.
Vendor Visit; '-
Collabra Software at the Network SIQ y

[New SIG Leaders required for Desktop Publishing

‘|land DOS SIGs. New Co-SIG Leaders required for:
Hardware and Geoworks SIGs. Interested? Call the SIG
~ [leader or Walt Strong at (714) 557-7008.

" OCIPUG



'Da_tubqse _I_!__ev:ew_' :
. SI6 Lender:” L 549444
i " This 'SI_G"'Iooks_';fat a variety of database -

- applications ‘programs., At the. October -~
Geneology

Sl Leader: -

.~ Designated Guro; - |
. Check the Hoth__e for g‘be topia

Specml |nferesf GI"’“P Meetmgs |

- 3osamno/Anm°rpm 3"'5ur__-

CSBlender - BobWel . (714) 9532218 |
~CoSIG Leoder . . Dovid Camoll -~ (71 9 175 3]30- _
o Cbeck the Hot Line fr}r tbe tapm .
- __Aml-Pro grd 'I'hu:
-1 Leader: Smn Snbm (71 4) 968 7307 .

| .rThls SIG covers  Lotus - Ami-Pro - for -
.~ Windows. At-the October mcetmg we Wlil___ i

be workmg thh macros ‘and share t:ps :

o and tncks S ‘
' BBS 4"‘ Tue

~ " Sl6lender B’ob Orke - (714) 7591515

Monthly work party on the BBS. Méet in

the office area of the SIG space T
3”‘l Frl

" BhisThomes - 5494441

meeting we will look at SQL Windows

' 'Solo fnow on’ specnal pncmg for $49.95.

dbase i & L Wed}- '
~sle laoder; - Mok lockle ~(714) 6440103
“{oSio: Leuder Bob Schmledeke {714) 5363963 |

Tom Toner -~ N/A

i p
£ o
't Warner e )
f - Slater
CE| g iE
= -'-52 -
- i 2
- — - - -}
‘el [ =
5| & & s
Il B 3
_ £ 2

mins

Heid ot the OCIPUG SlG Space L

Si6 leuder - 'f TBA
. This - SIG covers Desktop Pubhshmg
- Desktop Pubhshmg SIG leader needed,

(714) 557 7008,

“call 557-7008. At the October meeting Pat -
Cline. will give an overview of Desktop -
Pubhshmg (m house, smal] runs on Xerox
machines) vs Electronic Publlshmg (pre: |
press, service bureau, larger runs ‘ofi a ‘|

: press) S ’
o =D(.'.)S cmd Uhl:hes I" Sul' |
SIG Leader. - Chis Lfovd (7] 4 894 4837°

Designated Gurw; Johin Goodrion” (714) §95-3195

- We need a new DOS SIG leader! If you -

-~ can help; please call Walt Strong We will -

“try to keep going 3 with guest moderators _

“In October, Mlchael Springer. w1II open‘
the doots and: part:cxpate w1th you ina

) random access session. .

Sfun Suhm

“meeting we will. look at varlous tYpes of f i

_:merges m PAF _
_"GeoWorks L 4lh Fri '7
“SIG Leadar; Bob Busumhu (71 )559 6539

|- We will continue looking at how to use
1"AOL:to access the Interniet and how the
GeoWorks” enwronment makes Internet
work a breeze Brmg your. problem files
1- on disk.If there is time we will: look at the]
; spreadsheet, GeoCalc maybe we can use
-1t to track somethmg on tbe Tnternet. Call
e with any ideds yoil may have, let'’s s get”
1 a few new presenters. Aﬂy regu]ar SIG
:attendee should be able to rise to the

occasion. Seeyou there' SRS

. -,.'-Graphlcs

1516 Leader:

} Desrgnuted Gufu Duve Lorénzini
- This -SIG covers hardware and software

'_products in.. compiiter - graphics and
r‘_ammatmn For the October meeting we
are trymg to get a copy of Elastic Reality

3"‘I Mon

(774) 968 7307
- For begmners 1o experts, At the October,

"GeoWorks (Dayﬂme) 3"‘I Tues '
SlG Londer:
516 teader:
This 4 to 6. pm SIG covers' Geo-Works
.Ensemble ZXX and is geared toward users
~who are new to GeoWorks We will cover |
‘Rasidom “Access questions and share tips |
_-and tricks mclndmg configuratlon tlps
Bnng your problem ﬁles on dISk

(N4 6627801
(714) 6425399

-~ Pauf Fuller
Reg Roberts

_ 2““'l'hu_"?
(714 7753130 -
---( 14) 496-3050

Duwd Curroll

for review, It is .a. morphing and special

effects program for Wmdows Cbeck the :

HotLine, -~ :
.'_Hurdwc:re , 4"‘ 'I'hu :
Sl6 léader: -~ Bob Sosarobn * (714) 559-6539.

‘This ‘SIG is one of the most popular'
Judging by the strong attenidance. If we -
| -have the new SIG space computer we will”
|- install: the Adaptcc Plug & Play adapter-
“and connect it up to the CD-ROM drive;

Cif not, we WI”. continue’ apswering random _;
" access questions. and such. 1 should have
_some Computer. Consultant updatedisk
. copies: for. you, come arid get the latest

updates; I'm stlll iooklng for a co-SIG :

"leader AN _ ,
'_Interne! el 2_“el Frl
SiGlander - Joy Benesh - (818) 5680655
- CoSl6-Leader: - Steve Codd ~ - (714)960-1223

Check the HotLine for the topic. |

'SIG Spuce. (Map icft) AIl evening SIGs are hcld from 7 pm to 10

“ pm at our SIG space, located at 17632 Metzler Lanc, Suxte 211,
Huntington Bcach, unless otherwise noted. .

To locate suite 211, take the elevator to the second ﬂoor enter at the first
door, turn rxght at the ﬁrst corridor. Parklng is either in the lot-or on the

. street..
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Members and Non-Members are

SIG Leuder Bob Oﬂke :
At the’ Qctober meeting, ‘Michael Springer
thC random access and a ‘general
sion: f modem and BBS items, '

| Ioh-n lunsford

The meetings run on 2 repeatmg 4-

- at any’ pomt in the cycIe '

- gnd Wed

. "\"Network

SIG_leuder Michele M|Iler '
“the OCtober ‘meeting Collabra

_'“___—;Software will present Collabra Share, -
=--'_~_.whlch is a lower cost alternatlve to

_1::-Lotus Notcs 4

2™ sat

-~ osf2 o
- Slotender . Steve Schiffmn  (714)5310376
- + Designated Gurv:* Gory Grenat ~— (714)731-0457

- 708/2 is on'the moveé at WARP speed. -

o Néxt r_'ef:’a'se of OS/2 for windows
- will be announced in October. See a
preview of the beta code named

‘WARP. Learn about the BonusPack

‘applications that will be included as
part of this next version of O§/2.

 2nd e
4 759%5]5 '

516 Leader:
- At the October meeting we will fook at

I"Wed'_

: 7 Dove Comoll (714) 7753130
"fLeader RiChUIdWIHIllmS (714891 8795'

' Pljo_gl_'ammmg_ _

| SI6 Leader.
-1 At the October meeting we will look at
E pr‘ogramming Windows 3.1 FileManager

(7!4) 995{)947 |
Thxs is: thc best SIG to attend ﬁrst-

~‘month cycle. This month, the secondf
of- four presentatlons You may start

(714) 8429925

| ~ Welcome at all SIGs

’ q“.d Monthly GenerolMeetmgs ,

2nd_ spn
{714) 892-1291

Pedigree Pursuit
SIG Leader -~ - Preston Hill

- Check the Fot-Line for the topic

4t Tye
(714) 6440103

?,?rédﬁal Finance
Mox Lockie

the second of two sessions on Quicken

for Windows 3.0. We will cover reports,
_ graphs and trackmg stocks and bonds.

gnd gt

Tony Missico  (714) 458-1024

cxtensnons usmg Wmdow.s API calis,

'Reu! Estare 2nd gt

SIG lender © “KentPierce  (714) 536:0271
1 516 Leader Tom Sufro ~ (714) 754-7045
| Meets from 8 to 10 am. at the

Huntington  Beach-Fountain  Valley

“Association of Realtors, 8101 Slater
Ave, I-Iuntmgton Beach,

. C/yeck the HotLine for the ropza
Sprguds_heef |

T1*' Tue

S leader:~ Nefl Coman~ (714) 964-1901

| Bring your disks and questions.

Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

'f'Windows 3.1 3'9 Wed
SI6 Leader: Edlee  (714) 8937633
(oSIG Leoder  fonathon Means (714) 542-2204

-SIGs will generally cover: A 30 minute

Q&A geared towards new users; A 30
minute Random Access; Configuration
reviews of Windows INI files; and

“standard tools such as Terminal, Write,

Recorder, etc. Demos of {reeware,

| Monthly General Meetmgs

OCIPUG meets in the Science Hall of Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa
at 9 a.m. on the last Saturday of every month, unless otherwise noted.
* Parking is available on campus lots off Adams, Merrimac and Fairview.

Call our voice Hot-line (714) 843-2048 for scheduled events.

OCIPUG .

bannerware & shareware programs.

Check the BBS and the Hot-Line for
additional topic.

Word 2“" Mon

SIGLeader  Dove lorenzii  (714) 496-3050
Check the Hot-Line for the topic.

WordPerfect 15* Mon
SIG Leader: Jeff S (714) 7752390

At the October meeting we will explore
substitutes for WordPerfect’s classic 800
phone lines. We will also look at tips and
dig out some mini-features in WPWin 6.0a.

UNIX 1*Fri

SiGleader:  TBA (714) 557-7008
One-time SIG, pending BOD approval of
SIG and SIG leaders. UNIX SIG leader(s) to
be appointed at the next BOD meeting. We
will look at UNIX in general and survey
attendees needs and desires for our
upcoming regular SIG.

1 Adams . _
I -
-
8| Science o
5| Hall %% |J z
- P % L £
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Building

Smart Testware

Steve Fuchs

The following is the last in a continuation of a white paper in which
the author explains his views on some of the common misconceptions
regarding manual and automated software testing. This month, Steve
presents some overall approaches and summary.

Daily work flow template

+ Design Test
Come up with a new test case to try.
Each test ¢case can contain from 1-10
(or so) scenarios that are closely re-
lated. Il many more are needed, the
test case may need to be broken into
muluple cases.
Each scenario should produce a
unique expected result that can be
verified.

* Test manually!
Execute it manually first. This 1s the
point where most bugs are found.
The automated tests find regression
bugs most of the tume, and periodi-
cally stumble over other bugs in the
process of testing something else,
If a bug is discovered, this is when it
1s reported.

Automate Test case
Create an automated test script to per-
form the new test scenario. It should
contain the following sections:
Setup
Perform action (do the test)
Vernify the result
Log result information
Clean-up as necessary
Handle unpredictable crror situa-
tions (UAE's etc.)
Plug the test into the suite and the
Driver script
Store the test case script in the ap-
propriate suite directory, with the
appropriate name (if 2 naming/
numbering scheme is used) and do
whatever necessary so the master
Driver script (see below) will execute
ir duning a regression run.
Start over with next scenario

Build Driver Script

A driver script is simply a master script
that knows where to find ALL of the test
case scripts for a given product, or those
for a given suite (functional area set)
within the project and execute them
unattended.

This piece does not become necessary
until the number of tests automated s
substantial, and 1s therefor listed here as
the last step.

There can be more than one driver
script within a project. For instance, in
testing the TestDror.Exe portion of MS-
Test, we had a driver script for running
all of the user-interface tests, and a sepa-
rate one to run that driver script and/or
the language tests.

With a Driver script ip use, every test
case script can be stand-alone in nature.
That makes it easy to make changes to
the individual tests when necessary
without effecting other tests or portions
of the test suite. It also makes it easy to
run an individual test should it uncover
a regression bug or stumble over a new
bug during an automated regression

run.
The Dniver should

test cases and run them one at a time.
[t might also do some or all of the
following:

Filter out unwanted or broken test
cases

Distribute  individual suites to
other machines on a network
Consolidate log files and produce
a master result log

Start and/or stop the application
Trap UAE's

etc.

Summary

The invesrment cost of building smart
testware 15 not negligible, but over the
life of the testware it is well worth the
onginal effort. Without it the mainte-
nance costs will continue to grow expo-
nentially as the testware grows with the
software product. With it, the savings in
maintenance effort also grows exponen-
tially. [n short;

Don't automate tests as you go

Engineer the process as an organized
cffort.

Steve Fuchs has 7 years experience in test-
ing software at Microsoft, and has been
the Program Manager for Microsoft Test
stnce i's inception in 1990,

InterNet stevef@microsoft.com

almost always use the
FileList  process-
ing feature built
into TestBASIC, for

wentifying  what

script files o | tOTY

spawn and  which g:[t)llz.lzaﬂ.mst" 0N
not to, Y

A simple driver
might look like the
script in List 4.

This is a simple
Wiy to 1terate
through all of the

WEND

CHDrive “x:"'Set network server as current drive
Open "SteDirs.Txt" FOR INPUT AS #1
WHILE NOT EOF(1)
Path$ = String${100, " ")
LINE INPUT 1, Path$

FOR TestCase$ IN FELELIST
"RUN NEXT TEST CASE SCRIPT, WAIT FOR IT TO FINISH
RUN "TestDrvr.exe /RUN /NOE " + TestCase$
NEXT 'TestCase$
CLEARLIST'Clear File List for next suite

'initialize buffer
read next direc-

List 4,
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Book Review

Toni Federe

The Gray Book:
Designing in Black and White

Title: The Gray Book:
Designing in Black
and White on
Your .Computer.

Second Edition

Michael Gosney,
John Odam and
Jim Benson

Authors:

Publisher: Ventana Press
P.O.Box 2468
Chapel Hill, NC
27515

800-743-5369
919-942-1140
$24.95*

Phone #:
Fax #
Price:

*(Ventana Press offers a 20%
discount to OCIPUG members).

It looks like The Gray Book, Second Edition
took quite a long time to go to press. It
was copyrighted in 1990 but wasn't pub-
lished until 1993, It is definitely worth
the wait. The illustrations are of a caliber
that make you wonder why this isn't cate-
gorized as an art book instead of Desktop
Publishing Design. The Gray Gallery and
the Annotated Gray Gallery are one hun-
dred and twenty-some pages of illustra-
tions with notes and tips that the au-
thors call an idea bank from which the
reader is welcome to make constant with
drawals. These examples are divided into
Page Design Elements, Layouts, Logos and
Hlustrations. They range from simple to
exotic, and each has a lesson to teach.
The novice will learn something every
time the book is perused. The profes-
sional will be reminded of all the things
taken for granted, and those of us who
are in between will have cohesive, logical
explanations to aid in our own design
projects. Things like determining and
maintaining a light source, the use of

gradients to give the illusion of three
dimensions on a two-dimensional illus-
tration, using initial caps as art, manipu-
lating text for artistic design or how to
recognize when your project is overdone
are just a few of the covered topics, The
whole world of working in black and
white or gray is broken into five primary
categories titled: Contrast, Put It In Black
¢ White, Playing With Gray, Light &
Shading and Scans ¢ Beyond.

The section called Contrast talks about
much more than just black versus white.
Some of the issues included, with beauti-
ful illustrations and concise descrip-
tions, are value, size, weight, shape, posi-
tion, texture, backgrounds, contrast
combinations and, most important of
all, how to tell when you have too much
of a good thing!

The chapter named “Put It In Black &
White” covers reverses, initial caps, shad-
ows, rules and borders, bleeds, rotated
elements, patterns and high contrast
scans. Seemingly insignificant things,
like making an underscore have rounded
ends to match the soft
endings of the italic letter-
forms used in a headline
text, are pointed out. The
importance of controlling
eye movement within a
presentation is discussed, &
and many examples are provided.

Playing With Gray includes screens, re-
verses and overprinting, drop shadows,
initial caps, bleeds, rules and borders,
multiple grays and gradients. Would you
like to know how to create an embossed
look on text? Check out page seventy-
one! Did you know that, "Except for spe-
cial effects, designers should place black
type over no darker than a 40% screen?”
Overprinting definitely has limitations.
It's very easy to spawn some pretty un-
predictable work.

Light ¢ Shading and Scans & Beyond

IH

eyeball

“The Gray Book, Sec-
ond Edition is a de-

lightful assault on the

include tips and tricks of a more ad-
vanced nature. | doubt if some of these
effects can be attained without the use of
very high end manipulation and/or
drawing software. I have read this book
from cover to cover. I still pick it up just
to scan for ideas. In addition to new
perceptions, I also glean some new lesson
each time 1 apply some gray matter to
The Gray Book, Second Edition.

Many of the samples include tips and
notes regarding not only what software
was used but also pertinent clues to the
order of the actions taken. Most of the
samples don't tell every detail necessary
to create the same effect but, with a little
imagination, you can get similar effects
which should then take you into your
own journey of creation. This book
makes the learning process fun, and if
you let your creative juices flow, you'll
soon be applying a whole new look to
your computer art.

In addition to the plethora of exam-
ples and tips, there is a ten page list of
useful software and hardware products
M and other reference mate-
rial. There are categories
for Macintosh, MS-DOS
and Amiga systems. The
reference section also in-
cludes informative period-
4 icals, books and electronic
bulletin board services.

The Gray Book, Second Edition is a de-
lightful assault on the eyeball! The visual
perceptions these artists have manipu-
lated onto blank paper are endless. Page
after page of ideas from the simple to the
unbelievably complex are presented with
precise clarity. These people make all of
the work presented seem effortless. I'm
reminded of Cirque du Soleil or the
Olympics. Gosney, Odam, Benson and
all of the illustrators included are the
gold medalists, turned pro, of Black-
VWhite-and-Gray.
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