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ell, T had a millton things to tell

you all about COMDEX, the

new SIG space, and all the excit-

ing projects that your core
group of volunteers have been doing.
However, endless E-mail, world tour
mailing frascoes, letter writing, project
meetings, Machiavellian nonsense,
“who's got the most recent build?” four
SIGs, modem EPROM revisions and a
phone barrage have gobbled up any re-
maining time and energy that I had to
put into making my abstractions coher-
ent enough for general consumption. If
you want to see where the time I would
be spending on writing those pearls of
wit, wisdom and encouragement went...l
guess the best answer is to see for your-
self. Visit the new SIG space, get on the
'Net, visit the home page, access the BBS,

If we get more help to get the business
and building finished, hopefully there
will more time for writing and less need
for doing next month.

As rushed as this message must be, I
must take time out to recognize and
thank a friend of mine—ours—Jean
Stevens. Jean, as those of you on the BBS
know, resigned after seven years as editor
of ReadmeDoc. Jean’s devotion to
OCIPUG’s mission of community ser-
vice and education and her record of
service to club members is shared with
precious few of our member benefactors.

President’s
Message

Bob Basaraba

After searching for volunteers for many
positions within our group, I can tell
you how hard it is to find people who
will come forward for the benefit of oth-
ers. With this in mind, Jean’s record is
even more significant,

Each month for over seven years, Jean
managed to weather political upheavals
and kept the newsletter’s integrity, in-
deed the group’s integrity, as her pri-
mary concern. It is this kind of personal
strength of character in her and mem-
bers like her that has, more than any
other factor, determined the character
and endurance of ReadmeDoc and per-
haps even OCIPUG itself.

On occasion I have tried to compli-
ment Jean in my President’s Message
but, in nearly every case, those words
mysteriously disappeared from the
printed article. Now, unfortunately, I
have an opportunity...it’s sad that I fi-
nally have my way. Simply said...thanks,

Jean, I'll miss your red pencil. Good luck
in your new endeavors. What are you
going to with all that free time?

Quickly, I would also like to thank all
the people who donated so much time
and effort to make the new SIG space a
reality. Action is nice; the talk is what
almost killed us. We'll have a list of
donors in a subsequent issue.

There's still much to do, to overcome
the external and internal challenges fac-
ing the group. From what I've seen and
heard around the group, on the 'Net,
and on the BBS lately, there's less need
and want of my opinions than there is
of action,

It appears that the number who can
aim and act with equanimity have not
had their senses dulled by the endless din
of discussion. Several empty armchairs
face the new corporate HQ; the occupied
ones face away.

Carpe Diem! @

Due fo .ihe lm‘eness of,'the Jun' newsleﬂer, 1he_ June and_
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General Meeting

Larry Pearce

April Report

H.B. Systems and Parsons Technology

he April 29, 1995 General Meet-
ing began with a Random Ac-
cess led by BBS Chairman, Bob
Ottke. At exactly 9:00 a.m., with
QCIPUG's President bounding up the
front stairs, Program Chairman Alan
Liebschutz thanked Bob Ottke for his
excellent session and introduced Jim
Moushan, President of H.B. Systems of
Huntington Beach and Costa Mesa.

Moushan outlined the services of his
company which designs electronic forms
systems. According to Moushan,
preprinted forms are rapidly dis-
appearing from the modern of-
fice. Forms are now electronically
printed directly from the laser
printer to blank paper. This repre-
sents thousands of dollars in sav-
ings for many businesses that uti-
lize preprinted forms such as in-
voices,  billing  statements,
coupons, checks, etc. Some of the
major players in electronic forms
printing include Xerox Corp. and
JetForm, the first company to en-
ter the field. At the low cost end
are Delrina, developer of WinFax
and FormFlow, Word Perfect's In-
Forms, Lotus Forms and Visual
Basic Professional.

Electronic forms eliminate the
cost of forms printing, storage
and obsolescence. They offer bet-
ter printing and processing, improved
productivity, and timely forms revision.
Moushan cited industry statistics that
fully 1/3 of all preprinted forms are ob-
solete before being used. H.B. Systems
offers seminars and trains forms distrib-
utors, salesmen, and company executives
to better utilize electronic forms print-
ing and processing.

Next, President Basaraba delivered his
welcome message and announced that
the printing and mailing of the
OCIPUG newsletter is being done four

weeks in advance of the General Meet-
ings now, so that all members will have
their Readme.Docs before the meeting
with all the information about the
monthly programs. Bob made a plea for
volunteers, The many activities of
OCIPUG are being performed by a
handful of willing volunteers, but more
hands are needed to help make all the
tasks easier. In particular, volunteers are
needed to assist in the layout, publishing
and distribution of Readme.Doc, and on
the advertising and pro-
gram committees, Just com-
plete the volunteer interest
forms available out front at
every General Meeting and
drop them in the sugges-
tion boxes or hand them to
a committee chair.
Following a few com-
ments about COMDEX '95
in Atlanta, Bob announced
he will be starting a new
, 0S/2 Connectivity SIG af-
Bo, ter we get the new SIG space
up and running. Mi-
crosoft's Mindshare group
has donated a TechNet sub-
scription service (a $295
value) to OCIPUG. Roger
Mendenhall suggested it be
made available to the club
library. If we get a volun-
teer, we will be able to manage this activ-
ity!
The only official business to come
before the group was the approval of the
annual operating budget as published in
Readme.Doc last month and announced
by general mailing notice to every club
member. On motion by Stan Sabin, sec-
onded by Paul Fuller, the budget was
unanimously approved as submitted.
Next, standing in for Prodigy (which
failed to make an appearance due to a
home office reorganization), our own

expert, Bob Basaraba, presented an
overview of managing E-mail—messages
delivered over phone lines. The best rule
of thumb, according to Basaraba, 1s to
keep it simple. Use ASCII files, and every-
one will be able to receive E-mail. Pro-
gram Chairman Alan Liebschutz was ob-
served setting the automatic timer in
front of Basaraba as he began his
on-screen presentation. The group ex-
pressed interest in attending a special
SIG for a more detailed presentation on
using E-mail.

SIG leader announcements followed a
ten minute break.

Jim Moushan of all H.B. Systems an-
nounced a special offer of wholesale
pricing of H.B. Systems electronic forms
software to club members. I[n addition,
Moushan also announced that, as a re-
sult of his enthusiasm and admiration
for such a fine user group, he had just
signed up for membership in OCIPUG.

Alan Liebschutz requested donations
of software packages (not necessarily
new, just good condition) for the annual
software auction coming up later in the
year.

Joe Lorenzini of Touchstone Software
donated a copy of FASTMove and
WinCheckit in return for OCIPUG's
support in beta testing Touchstone soft-
ware products.

Matthew McCann of Parsons Tech-
nology, which recently merged with In-
tuit, was introduced. Parsons started
with Money Counts and is now in its
10th year of providing computer soft-
ware, although it lost money its first two
years in business. Parsons now offers sev-
eral interesting and helpful programs.
It's Legal for Windows and DOS pro-
vides 53 templates for simple wills, pow-
ers of attorney, and numerous other le-
gal documents.

(Continued on page 3)
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General Meeting

Tony Mellini

May Report

Multimedia with Dave Carroll and Macromedia

rom 8:35 to 9:05 am. on May

20th, Michael Springer chaired

a lively Random Access with oc-

casional support and comments
from President Bob Basaraba and John
Goodman.

At 9:06 a.m., Bob started OCIPUG's
123rd General Meeting. He alerted
members that we were moving today
from the old SIG space to the new. Bob
also announced that, as in developing
any new facility, there will be a few cost
overruns for some extras we missed
which are needed to help make the SIG
space a viable asset for all members and
for future community service.

An overhead projection featuring the
new SIG space Potluck and Open House
was shown. Place: 1520 Brookhollow Dr.
#38, Santa Ana. For information, con-
tact SIG space planner, Preston Hill:
892-1291. The new BBS phone numbers
have been installed but have not been
assigned. They are: 751-3242, 751-3243,
and 751-3244, All members and family
are invited to the new SIG space 10th
Anniversary Potluck. Come, bring your
favorite potluck dish, and join in our
open house festivity,

Alan Liebschutz introduced the main
speaker, Multimedia SIG leader Dave

Carroll, who gave an overview of work-
ing multimedia projects he has devel-
oped for his numerous clients.

After a 10 minute break, Bob re-
opened the meeting with SIG leader and
committee announcements for June.

Dave Carroll then continued with
Macromedia authoring tool, Director 4.
This tool, as described, presents a power-
ful combination of text, graphics, ani-
mation, sound and digital video with
which to create dynamic multimedia
productions. At 10:50 2.m., Dave opened
the session for Q&A.

At 11:07 am. Dave, assisted by
Richard Williams, former OCIPUG SIG

leader, conducted a twenty minute
overview of Macromedia and educa-
tional software (AIMS).

Qur drawing this month consisted of
an assortment of T-shirts and software.
There were eight winners:

#3083 Warner Frandsen
#2678 Denise Werner
#737  Roy Burke

#2499  Gloria Jennings
#1896  Marshal Barlow
#2716  Patricia Thomas
#1012 James Diefenbach

#643 Kent Prerce

After the General Meeting, a Program
Committee meeting was called. Present
were Alan Liebschutz, Larry Baker and
Tony Mellini. Programs for the year are
committed and on target. Plans for the
software auction are in progress.

Attention members! We need a few
more regular Program Committee mem-
bers to give our OCIPUG General Meet-
ings the solid support that is needed to
provide our membership with the latest
in computer technology, arts and sci-
ences, We need team work. Call Tony
Mellini:  (714) 536-8733 or FAX
563-6442. W

April Report
{Continued from page 2)

McCann also presented American
History Explorer {formerly American
History Atlas), an interactive journey
covering history from 1000 AD.
through Reconstruction following the
Civil War. Something unique that
caught my eye was the longitude and
latitude data feature, a drag~and-drop
measuring device that calculates the dis-
tance between two points on any of 93
customizable and interactive maps. Sup-

plemental data is available by selecting
key words about any subject displayed.
McCann introduced Family Origins,
a genealogy program designed to person-
alize your family history to include fam-
ily photos as well as personal data. It
holds up to seven million names with
extended note capability for each family
member. Other products include Per-
sonal Chef/Diet Analyst, Golf Digest
ScoreCard, and Atomic Clock for Win-
dows, to set your computer and modem
clocks to the nearest .00001 second.
McCann announced a priority order

form and code for club members which
will give $20.00 off each additional prod-
uct ordered. A $10.00 additional dis-
count is available after two items are
ordered.

DRAWING WINNERS:
Family Origins—Marshal Boslow
It's Legal—Paul Melton
Announcements—Vernon Wade
Announcements—QOliver Black
Family Origins—Robert Walker
It's Legal-Wilbur Brummit
Family Origins—Franklin Donald &

Readme.Doc Page 3
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General Meeting

Alan Liebschutz

June Program

To be held on June 24 at 9:00 AM at the Orange Coast College Science Hall

ashboard

One of the products to be
featured at the June General
meeting is from Phillipe Kahn's

new start-up company, Starfish Software.
Dashboard for Windows v.3 is an
add-on that piles everything you need in
a Windows user interface into a highly
customizable control panel. A clock, a
calendar, a resource and disk manager,
easy drag-and-drop access to your
printer and fax, a virtual desktop man-
ager that simulates multiple monitors,
start buttons for frequently used pro-
grams and convenient access to your
program groups are featured.

In the Win95 verston, Dashboard is
supposed to replace or greatly improve
most of the innovations in the Win95
graphical user interface. According to
Starfish, it even supplants the Win95
task bar with a more attractive and con-
figurable version. Dashboard's task bar
can ﬂoat to save screen rea[ estate.

Appeal, Winformation
Database

Appeal, the Winformation database, is
a revolutionary entry into the database
world, providing what will probably take
another two years or more to show up in
other products. Powerful and flexible,
Appeal masterfully creates a new defini-
tion for easy-to-use.

If, for example, you haven't created a
freld for information you want to keep,
such as the name of a client's dog, just
add the information to the database, and
it is instantly available, stored as a new
fact for that record. A record is called a
set in this database, while a row is called
a wiew. You don't really need to under-
stand these concepts, however, to use the
database. You don't even have to under-
stand normalization of data to have the
data related up to third normal form.
Appeal understands normalization and

Learn how Dashboard for Windows can help manage your desktop.

does all of the work for you as you enter
information.

Jon Mather of Winformation created
the prototype for this product in 1984,
Artificial intelligence is integrated into
Appeal, automatic links are created be-
tween all facts in the database, which
works with facts instead of fields. It
doesn't even create tables for storage, ex-
cept for accessibility to create table views.
If you want to add a new category of
information to a database, simply enter
the information, and new relationships
are created automatically.

Interestingly, no piece of data is
stored more than once in an Appeal
database, resulting in a tremendous re-
duction of storage space. In contrast, a
relational database typically stores multi-

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

eirman o
e~Bob Basaraba -

ple instances of CA in a state field or of
Vice President of Marketing in a titles field.

Plans for Future Meetings

August

(Graphics programs)
Fractal Design Corporation
Corel

September
Autodesk—CAD program

NexGen-new CPU

October
(Database programs)

Infomodler
English Wizard

November
Ergonomics and Computer Vision

HotDocs
Visual Reality

December
Q-Modem and Wildcat

Promise EIDE technology

Program Commiittee

The Program Committee will meet at
1:30 p.m. in the SIG space after the Gen-
eral Meeting each month. All are invited.
Can we have some new Program Com-

mittee volunteers? Join us on June 24

and July 29. Help plan and execute our
annual OCIPUG auction. H

Page 4 o ’ June/luly 1995
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General Meeting

Alan Liebschutz

July Program

To be held on July 24 at 9:00 AM at the Orange Coast College Science Hall

n July, mainly through the per-

sistence and hard work of

Lawrence Baker, we will have the

two major players in the digital
video field—Intel with video capture
hardware and Adobe with video editing
software. It took Lawrence ten telephone
calls (including one to Andy Grove’s sec-
retary), many faxes and several E-mail
messages to obtain a last minute com-
mitment from Intel,

Intel Smart
Video Recorder Pro

Intel has introduced the new Smart
Video Recorder Pro this year. Like the
old board, the new one features compos-
ite and S-video connectors and accepts
two types of video input. It is now a
sleek half-board featuring a new 64-bit,
50-MHz, clock- doubled version of the
original 25-MHz chip, an advanced com-
pression engine, an upgraded compres-
sion algorithm and the latest Philips
video decoder chip.

Not only is this board smaller than its
bulky predecessor, it manages to main-
tain excellent image quality without
dropping frames. Smart Video Recorder
Pro is based on Intel’s 1750 capture chip
and now captures in raw format. Along
with the efficient Indeo 3.2 format, it
effortlessly handles 30-fps while main-
taining a high kilobyte-per-second
throughput. As a result, the captured
videos are reported to have exceptional
color and clarity.

Adobe Premier v.4

As Adobe has upgraded Premier from
version 1.1 to 4, a host of features have
been added to position Premier 4 as the
bridge between professional video edit-
ing and digital video editing on the PC,
In addition to precise control of clips,
Premier has added high end special ef-
fects such as 3-D. Possibly the greatest

enhancement to clip control is the addi-
tion of the trimming window, which
makes frame-by-frame clip adjustments
easy. Finally, you can now save a project
as a preset item.

OCIPUG Annual Software/
Hardware Auction

The OCIPUG auction is planned for
the September General Meeting. Last
year, we raised over $1,200; my goal this
year 15 $2,400. All of the proceeds go
directly into QCIPUG's coffers to sup-
port our 51G and community service
activities and to achieve our goal of In-
ternet access for all members. The suc
cess of the auction depends on two
things: how much is donated by the
membership and how good a job my
committee members and I do in obtain-

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
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ing product donations from vendors.

So far, we have had only four member
donations (including mine). We desper-
ately need more donations from our
members to have a financially successful
fund raiser. Last year we got a great deal
of old software from Steve Gibson, but
now his cupboard is bare! So please try
to donate at least one item—software or
hardware—to your upcoming auction.

You may ask, "What have you and
your committee done to date?” The an-
swer is as follows. At COMDEX-Atlanta,
Bob Basaraba, Denise Werner and I per-
sonally met with over 35 vendor user
group managers to solicit product for
our auction. From the COMDEX press
room computers, we sent E-mail mes-
sages to all our new vendor contacts ex-
plaining our tax-free status, the fact that
only OCIPUG members could purchase
their product at this auction, and the
charitable and community service activi-
ties mandated by our bylaws. I followed
up with letters to the vendors asking for
specific software/hardware donations.
Bob is following up with E-mail mes-
sages on a regular basis, and I will follow
up as necessary with personal telephone
calls.

Now you are probably asking, "Have
you had any positive response from the
vendors? Yes, we've had tremendous re-
sponse from the vendors we've con-
tacted. I will keep you advised in this
column meonthly of our progress includ-
ing, as sufficient software/hardware
comes in to our corporate office, a list of
what we have for the auction.

If you have any ideas about how to
run the auction or put a minimum price
on the items to be auctioned, please call
me at my number listed in Readme Doc,
send me messages on the BBS in Confer-
ence 15-Program Committee, or feel free
to discuss your ideas with me at a SIG or
General Meeting. H
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hat Happend to Cheap
RAM Prices?
Since the very first PCs came

out, one of the most expensive
PC components has been Dynamic
RAM (DRAM) memory. Crystal ball
gazers have said for years that DRAM
memory chips will double in capacity
every three years for the same price. The
reality is that memory prices have been
on a cychic roller coaster with the latest
prices on the up side. As far as DRAM
capacity goes, 64 MB chips were demon-
strated several years ago but have failed
to materialize for your PC.

A puzzling fact s that every other
component in our PCs has undergone
an amazing increase in capability and a
downward trend in prices. All we need to
do is look at the drop in prices on com-
ponents such as CPUs, hard disk drives,
CD-ROMs and add-on components
such as printers, modems and monitors.
Performance has also increased, and the
best part is that the price-performance
ratio continues to improve.

DRAMs have increased in capacity
and gone down in price through the
years but not at the same breathtaking
spiral as other components. I remember
back in 1978 when I ordered 16K of
DRAM for the amazing price of $70! In
1985, 64K DRAM chips were going for
$25 a set, making the 640K in an XT PC
worth $250. In 1987, there was a drastic
DRAM price increase. The 286 com-
puter I was considering at that time cost
$1800 with $600 going towards the 640K
of DRAM. When [ bought my 386 in
1989, my 2 MB of 256K SIMMs sold for
$140 or $70 per MB. In 1992, I bought
4 MB of RAM for the same $140 ($35
per MB} for my 486. Last year, I added
an § MB SIMM for $290. This is the
same price per MB as the 1989 prices.
Today, the best price I can find for the 8
MB SIMM is $285, while a 16 MB
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SIMM goes for $485. The 8 MB price is
still at the same 1989 price per MB but
the 16 MB has gone down only to $30
per MB. The dollar's recent fall against
the Japanese yen has raised the prices of
all Japanese goods, and memory chips
are no exception. Japanese suppliers con-
trol the manufacture of most of the
world's supply of memory chips. It is
not hard to believe that these suppliers
have no problem agreeing on prices.
Another reason that prices have not
fallen is that the world's appetite for
memory chips is huge. The computer
industry is not the only large user of
memory chips. The automotive, games,

and teleccommunications markets for
memory chips are also growing. The esti-
mated $25 billion memory chip market
is expected to rise to $60 billion by the
year 2000. DRAM is not the only type of
memory design that will be in demand.
We are familiar with VRAM (Video
RAM) and SRAM (Static RAM), but
how about MDRAM, RDRAM,
SDRAM, and WDRAM? The last
acronym, also known as WRAM
(Window RAM), is designed to improve
graphics performance in Windows and
other GUIs {Graphical User Interfaces).
This is very important as the world

awaits the release of Windows 95,
WRAM will be expensive and in short
supply, so do not run to your computer
store yet.

With this increasing demand, mem-
ory chip suppliers have little incentive
for lowering prices. This is why supplies
of memory chips have increased slowly
despite high demand. Unfortunately,
U.S. memory suppliers have ceded the
market to the Japanese and probably will
never be able to compete again. Our
only hope is that Korean companies
such as Samsung can increase their share
of the market. Until that day arrives, we
can only dream of large flash memory
cards and RAM disks that rival hard disk
capacities at hard disk prices.

Signing Off

The brief demonstration of the Boxer
editor was a success at the April General
Meeting. The Disk Library reports sales
of 41 Boxer disks. This service is one of
the important functions of the Disk Li-
brary. Perhaps there are other great
shareware programs that can be briefly
demonstrated at the General Meeting.
How can you get it on the agenda? First,
get the disk in the appropriate SIG
leader's hands and get him excited about
it. Then, the SIG leader can contact our
program chairman, Alan Liebschutz, for
time 1n one of our General Meetings. In
order to make it available at the General
Meeting, contact our disk librarian, Bob
Blakeley, or myself for distribution. A
few months after that General Meeting,
the product will be turned over to our
BBS Committee to be uploaded on the
BBS.

I just recently moved to a new pro-
gram area, and we are faced with the
happy prospect of picking out comput-
ers and extra parts from a larger pro-
gram area. We inherited at least six
486DX4/100 systems, but we have a
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shortage of SCSI 2 cards. There are only
a few SCSI-based computers in this area.
Two of our systems are old EISA-SCSI
systems from AST that are incompatible
with everything else. Just to prove we
don't show favoritism, we kept one Mac-
intosh PowerPC 6100, a bunch of
Hewlett-Packard UNIX-based systems,
and a couple of Silicon Graphics Indigo
workstations.

Cannibalizing enough parts to get 10
advanced systems has been a pain. We
seemed to have found enough parts in-
compatibilities to last a lifetime. I have
one hard disk problem that won't go
away. A partition compressed by Stacker
refuses to be backed up on tape. Stacker
says it's okay, while Norton and PC
Tools say something is wrong, but they
can't fix it. What to do? I haven't solved
this problem yet.

If you can S AU 1L
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n the mid-cighties, the Plus De-

velopment Division of Quan-

tum marketed the predecessor

of the Integrated Drive Elec-
tronics {IDE} hard drive: a 3-1/4" drive
mounted on a standard controller card,
in turn inserted into an expansion slot
and held in place by the card grounding
strap. With the strap secured by a single
screw, the arrangement was too flimsy
and its clearance from adjacent cards too
close; nevertheless, it worked (at least, for
a while). Compag, Western Digital, and
CDC followed with an integrated WD
controller that replaced the hard drive
logic card of a 40 MB 5-1/4" drive, in-
stalled in a standard floppy drive bay of
Compaq 386 units in 1986. Conner Pe-
ripherals was founded by Compagq to
supply these IDE drives.

The Common Access Method (CAM)
committee of the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) was formed
in October of 1988, and the Common
Access Method AT Attachment Interface
(CAM-ATA) came into existence in
March of 1989. IDE drives with the
CAM-ATA interface, compared to simi-
lar drives with slotted controller boards,
have lower cost, higher performance, in-
creased reliability, and lower susceptibil-
ity to external noise and interference.
Vendor-specific commands and func-
tions are not fully specified by
CAM-ATA, especially for rewriting sec-
tor headers and for remapping defects;
this is critical in installation of a second
hard drive! Conner hard drives in partic-
ular are hard to match with those of
other makes.

Early non-intelligent IDE drives do not
support sector translation, where actual
physical parameters can be altered to ap-
pear as any set of logical cylinders,
heads, and sectors. To avoid overwriting
a factory defect map, or changing the
head skew factors, manufacturers dis-

Harv Haight

courage low-level formatting of such
IDE drives. More recent intelligent IDE
drives enable identify drive commands
and sector translation. The label of an
intelligent IDE drive shows listings for
translation mode, for which specific val-
ues are shown for logical cylinders, logi-
cal heads, and logical sectors. If these
values are matched by normal CMOS
types, or entered into CMOS as a
user-definable type, a low-level format can
map additional disk defects or sector
sparing. According to Scott Mueller in
Upgrading and Repairing PCs, 31d edition,
p.685, with a user-defined type, for a spe-

cific IDE drive the requirement is that
the number of fotal sectors given by {cyl
x heads x sectors) must not be exceeded
prior to hard formatting.
Unfortunately, many ROM BIOS
chips dated before 1989 do not allow the
user to define an unlisted type. A large
IDE drive can then be utilized through
DOS only by choosing a type number
that yields an equal or lesser formatted
capacity. The usual 386 or 486 clone has
a standard ROM BIOS limit of 1,024
cylinders, 16 heads, and 63 sectors per
track (Mueller, p. 759}, to yield a maxi-
mum formatted 528 MB; with enbanced

BIOS support on the motherboard, the
ROM BIOS limit is 1024 cylinders, 256
heads, and 63 sectors per track, to yield
a maximum formatted < 8,456 > MB. An
alternate approach with a standard
motherboard ROM BIOS is to use a
special IDE controller card with an en-
hanced on-board ROM BIOS.

Recently, Fry's Electronics has made
available at attractive non-sale prices
large IDE drives from several manufac-
turers. Examples are Samsung SHD
30560A 560 MB @ $170, Seagate
ST3660A 546 MB @ $179, Western Digi-
tal Caviar 2850 854 MB @ $269, Maxtor
71260 1190 MB @ $389, etc. To an
OCIPUG member with a wallet drained
recently by the IRS, these prices are in-
deed tempting. But look at what the
drive label says: Samsung, 1086 cyl/16
hd/63 sect; Seagate, 1057 cyl/16 hd/63
sect; Western Digital, 1654 ¢yl/16 hd/63
sect; Maxtor, 2448 cyl/16 hd/63 sect.

I realized 528 MB of hard drive for
the Samsung unit by using a CMOS
Type 47 setting of 1024 cyl/16 hd/63
sect, with no problem in use of FDISK
or thereafter hard formatting to 528 MB
by MS-DOS 6.22. With a setting of 1086
cyl/16hd/63 sect on the same 486 clone,
the formatted drive was unstable, and
real space above 528 MB was indicated
but did not exist.

At Fry's Electronics had I wanted to
use an alternate IDE drive card I could
have bought units made by GSI,
Promise, and AccuLogic that ranged in
price from $39.95 to $69.95. These could
have been used with my existing IDE
drive card or to accelerate drive perfor-
mance; claims on the boxes were to break
the 528 MB barrier. At a sale price of $159
for the Samsung, I settled for the stable
availability of 528 MB; had I wanted that
marginally increased capacity, or with a
still larger drive, I would have had to use
an available card at additional cost.
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Judge for yourself!

Single IDE for DOS,
Win16, and Win32
Only Borland® C++ 4.5 lets you
target DOS and 16-bit
Windows from the same
environment you use to create
32-bit Windows applications.
Microsoft C++ forces you to
use two completely different
environments, running on
two different operating sys-
tems, with different C++
language implementations, dif-
ferent features, and different
application frameworks. With
Microsoft C++, it’s double the
work, double the disk space,
and double the frustration.

Single project file

for all targets

Borland project files can target
16- and 32-bit applications,
including multipie DLLs
and lhibraries, in A SINGLE
BUILD. You can even have the
project manager create subdi-
rectories, copy files, or delete
OBIJs! A greal produclivity
boost.

Microsoft’s compiler re-
quires separate project files for
each executable, DLL, or
library.
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Windows 95 Update

FREE update will fealure the
¢ Windows 95 headers and import libraries*
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Supports VBX controls
in 32-bit applications
Only Borland C++ 4.5 allows
developers to use VBX con-
trols in both 16- and 32-bit
Windows applications. You
can create powerful applica-
tions in 16-bit Windows and
move them to Windows NT
or Windows 95 with no
loss of functionality.
Microsoft doesn’t support
VBX controls in 32-bit appli-
cations. (In fact, they said it
was impossible.)

Easily add OLE support

to ANY application
Borland’s ObjectComponents
Framework {OCF) provides
full OLE support, including
automation, for any applica-
tion whether it’s written in
C or C++. And you can use
the application framework
of vyour choice, includ-
ing OWL or MFC.

Microsoft requires that you
use MFC and the Doc/View
model to OLE enable your
programs. So even with MFC
you may be in for a significant
amount of coding.
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APCUG/Spring COMDEX

PCUG/COMDEX in Atlanta
started early Saturday morning
at the Holiday Inn—Powers
Ferry, and the roundtables and
presentations continued for five days
from early morning to after 9 at night.
The events were sponsored by many ma-
Jor hardware and software vendors and
computer magazines. Most of the user
group and marketing managers were
available to talk to us. They were cager to
help us, to offer to come present their
wares, to provide us software for evalua-
tion (as long as they had direct evidence
of written evaluations). It was evident
that user groups arc an important ingre-
dient in their marketing strategy and
have a lot of clout, especially groups of
our size and larger.
Roundtables were held Saturday and
Sunday on:
+ Vendor relationships
¢ Managing burnout
¢ Regional associations
¢ Fund raising
¢ User group support for 32-bit op-
erating systems
¢ Getting the most out of the
COMDEX experience
¢ Long range planning
GLOBONET and Internet issues
Planning APCUG/COMDEX ac-
tivities
Looking good in print
Publicity for user groups
APCUG primer
Member's forum
Community service
groups
Vendor rep. panel
At these roundtables, user group offi-
cers and directors met to discuss topics
of mutual interest. This was an excellent
chance for us to meet people having the
same problems as we have and to discuss
with them their solutions to these prob-
lems and, thus, to obtain some new ideas
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and user
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in Atlanta

Alan Liekschutz ¢ Denise Werner

ourselves.

It was obvious that it really takes at
least five people to cover all that is going
on and to make all the arrangements
with vendors that could be made. It
should be pointed out that it is the pol-
icy of many user groups, not only the
farger ones, to pay the expenses of the
trip for 2-3 officers for each of the two
yearly COMDEXes. Why? Because all of
the arrangements for the entire year for
speakers and for software for SIGs and
drawings can be made at these two meet-
ings. In addition, various kinds of finan-
cial help is available from the vendors
for advertising, special events, and for
donations of expensive hardware and
software for projects such as our own
Internet BBS. Also, invaluable vendor
contacts can only be made at these meet-
ings at which the major software and

“. .. people producing and discovring the latest technology.”

hardware reps are available for face-
to-face discussions and commitments.

HIGHLIGHTS OF COMDEX

OS/2 Warp vs. Win 95

With all of the APCUG activities, we
didn't have much free time to explore
COMDEX itself. However, we were able
to go to a few media presentations, the
best of which was a shootout between two
of the latest operating systems—IBM's
0O8/2 Warp and Microsoft's latest beta
of Windows 95.

Two separate computers with equiva-
lent hardware were set up, one with
0S/2 as an operating system demon-
strated by IBM's entertaining and ener-
getic David Barnes and the other with

(Continued on page 26}
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New Facility Report

hanks to many hard-working,
self-starting volunteers, we are
now ensconced in our new facil-
ity at 1520 Brookhollow Drive,
Suite #38. Much remains to be done to
get everything in neat working order be-
fore our Open House on Saturday, 17
June. For example, the Sony 3-beam pro-
jector must still be focused, so we will be
using the TV in the large SIG space for a
while, and the room lights will either be
all on or off until recessed lights are
installed.
Our mailing address remains the
same:
OCIPUG
1500 Adams Avenue #105
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

New BBS phone numbers, on a rotary
as before, are:
714-751-3242
714-751-3243
714-751-3244

The new information and message
Hotline number is:
714-662-2939%

Special thanks are owed Red David-
son, who acted as supervising General
Contractor and personally contributed
many, many hours and personal funds
toward the construction. His son and
former OCIPUG member, Mike David-
son, was the General Contractor for the
construction and also contributed far
more hours than called for in his fixed
price bid. They were ably assisted from
time to time by our Dick Baznik and
Robert Wade. Bob Basaraba and Kevin
Moser have contributed many dollars
and hours in many activities, including
constructing the new BBS and Internet
racks. Dave Lorenzini spent many hours
preparing the construction drawings in
the format required by the numerous

Readme.Doc

Preston Hill

new building codes and the City of
Santa Ana. And, we must not forget the
many hours that Mike Earls spent in
previewing numerous potential sites on
behalf of OCIPUG. Altogether, these
dedicated individuals have saved
OCIPUG several thousands of dollars!

Spectal thanks are also due our Mary
Christensen, who donated many feet of
special wiring and spent many hours in-
stalling telephone and network wiring
with the outstanding help of Bill Bun-
ning, Ken Kamber, Bill Spicer, Henry
Trinh, Robert Wade, Barto Wash, and
Don Wilgus.

OCIPUG's Kim Kymlicka spent
evening and weekend hours moving, in-
stalling, and focusing the Sony 3-beam
projector. He was ably assisted at various
times by Dave Brown, Richard Herman,
Rick Meredith, Russ Merrifield, David
Taylor, and Robert Wade.

Ed Lee, Bob Ottke, Mike Springer and
Ned Stewart did an admirable job of
moving the BBS and getting it running
again with only a few hours out of ser-
vice! Likewise, Paul Fuller moved the in-
formation and message Hotline with
minimum disruption. (FYI—the Hotline
is temporarily disconnected when people
are working at Brookhollow to allow the
telephone line to be used for essential
calls. However, someone usually answers
the phone and provides desired informa-
tion. Soon, there will be a separate emer-
gency line.)

More thanks to Allen Ashley, Bob
Basaraba and the Hardware SIG team
that created order out of the chaos of
donated computer equipment. Items still
need to be checked to determine that
they work or have parts that OCIPUG
can use. Items surplus to OCIPUG's
needs will be donated to schools or other
community organizations, sold to sal-
vage outfits, or scrapped.

And—very special thanks to the
too-numerous-for-this-old-fogy-to-re
member volunteers who worked at Met-
zler Lane or Brookhollow and drove
trucks to move everything from Metzler
to Brookhollow in only two hours on
Saturday afternoon after the 20 May
General Meeting, Please contact Preston
Hill to refresh his feeble memory if you
participated in the move or other activi-
ties. He definitely wants to know every-
one who helped.

We wish to honor all those individu-
als and companies who have contributed
funds, goods and/or many hours of la-
bor, so please advise Preston Hill, Larry
Pearce or Linda Fox so we do not over-
look anyone. All tangible donations are
fully tax-deductible, and a letter of ac-
knowledgment will be sent to each con-
tributor for tax records. A donation
form is available for reporting dona-
tions. H
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hither Does Thou Goest,
Microsoft?
Did you see the NBC inter-

view with Bill Gates on Friday,
May 27, 19952 Tyeoon is an interesting
profile of Microsoft's CEO, William H.
Gates, but unfortunately was not
weli-researched by the NBC staff. Tom
Brokaw's introduction declared that Mi-
crosoft, the world's largest producer of
computer software, is worth more than
General Motors. That's a pretty big
stretch since Microsoft ranked 250 on
this year's Fortune 500 with sales of $4.6
billion. General Motors was No. I on
the list with sales of $150 billion.

Another myth perpetuated by Tycoon
is that Bill Gates and boyhood friend,
Paul Allen, originally wrote MS-DOS for
the introduction of the IBM PC back in
1981. Nothing is further from the truth.
IBM approached Gates and Allen to de-
velop an operating system (OS) for its
new PC. IBM had heard about Mi-
crosoft's success porting BASIC to vari-
ous microcomputer platforms and fig-
ured that this was the place to find an
OS. Microsoft didn't have an OS for sale
but signed a contract anyway. In a fran-
tic search for a workable OS, Microsoft
came upon Seattle Computer Product's
86-DOS, a well-respected CP/M OS. Mi-
crosoft also found out that 86-DOS also
worked on 8086 machines. Microsoft
quickly acquired the rights from the de-
signer, Tim Paterson, for $50,000. After
rewriting some parts of 86-DOS, Mi-
crosoft renamed it Microsoft DOS
(MS-DOS) version 1.0, and the rest is
history.

Tycoon portrays Bill Gates as the
world's richest geck with a personal for-
tune of $11 billion. The horn rimmed
glasses and unruly cowlick are reminders
that a Harvard computer jock dropout
at age 39 is the CEO of the world's most
successful software company. Today, Bill

Herb’s
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Gates appears in public in $2000 suits
but still likes to go to work in blue jeans.
His 1Y% year marriage to Melinda
French, who also works at Microsoft, has
produced some improvements in his
wardrobe coordination and a more
well-fed look to his formerly skinny
frame. Unlike his former contemporary
computer jockeys, Bill Gates is also an
intensely competitive entrepreneur with
the instincts of a hungry shark. He is the
most financially successful in an indus-
try where most computer companies
have axed their computer hacker
founder.

Some people claim that the B in Bill
Gates stands for Billionaire or Boy Won-
der. In the nearly 20 years since he
founded Microsoft with Paul Allen, Bill
Gates has guided Microsoft to a near
monopoly on PC operating systems and
a diverse line of computer applications,
For a long time Bill Gates has been re-
garded as visionary in the computer in-
dustry. But has Microsoft lost its edge?

Microsoft has been under attack on
charges of monopoly and unfair trade
practices. Closure of a Justice Depart-
ment investigation against Microsoft
was recently blocked by U.S. District
Court Judge Stanley Sporkin. A final de-
termination in the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals 1s expected soon where the original

settlement between the Justice Depart-
ment and Microsoft will probably stand.
Stac Electronics recently won a lawsuit
against Microsoft for using its Stacker
compression software in beta copies of
MS-DOS 6.0 without permission and
taking unfair advantage of an agreement
between the two companies. The com-
puter industry has been waiting for Win-
dows 95 for two years since its an-
nouncement. Windows 95 is just the lat-
est in a parade of software releases that
were chronically late.

In many cases, Microsoft has played
follow-the-leader instead of being an in-
novator. Playing follow-the-leader takes
several forms: 1) watch what the compe-
tition puts out and then offer your own
version, 2} provide a long line of incre-
mental improvements, and 3) buy some-
one's software or company and repack-
age it. Offering your own version has
been an enormously successful practice
for Microsoft. When Apple developed a
graphical user interface (GUI) for Mac-
intosh, Microsoft responded with Win-
dows. When Apple developed Apple
Works, Microsoft responded with Mi-
crosoft Works. When Digital Research
Inc. came out with the highly regarded
DR-DOS 5.0 with many features that
Microsoft had not offered, Microsoft
came out 6 months later with MS-DOS
5.0 with many of the same features. Mi-
crosoft envied Intuit's successful hold on
the financial management software
arena with Quicken and came out with
Microsoft Money.

Incremental improvements are a fact
of life with Microsoft. We are all familiar
with the long progression of version
numbers from the original MS-DOS 1.0
to the current MS-DOS 6.22. MS-DOS is
better, but 1t is not even the best DOS
that has come out, I've gone through a
long series of disappointments with Mi-

.crosoft FORTRAN. I first bought ver-
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sion 4.01 that could even run on two
floppies and went through versions 5.0
and 5.1. The current version, FORTRAN
PowerStation, is now a 32-bit version
running under Windows but produces
output that runs only under DOS Win-
dows. This is 2 good FORTRAN com-
piler, but it could be a little bit better.
The pattern of buying software else-
where has been very successful for Mi-
crosoft. Microsoft bought the Foxpro
database to go with Access in order to
compete with Borland who bought Para-
dox to go along with its successful
DBASE. Microsoft bought Go Corp, the
then leading pen software maker, rather
than create competing software. Mi-
crosoft Money rose to a distant No. 2 in
the financial management arena, so Mi-
crosoft tried to buy Intuit. However, Mi-
crosoft's attempt to buy Intuit was
blocked. Microsoft decided to drop its
attempt to buy Intuit rather than go
through a protracted judicial process.

Windows 95 News

Microsoft announced on Wednesday,
May 24, 1995, that it is close to the gold
disk or final version of Windows 95.

Brad Chase, Microsoft's Personal Sys-
tems Group, declared that it is just a
matter of fixing some compatibility
bugs. If this is true, Microsoft stands a
good chance of meeting the August 24
launch date. We can expect new sales
records to be set since the entire com-
puter industry has waited almost two
years for Win935,

Microsoft previewed Win%5 in New
York, demonstrating its plug and play ca-
pability by having a little gitl easily hook
up a printer to a PC, Win95's new inter-
face replaces the inadequate Program
Manager. The following options are
shown in the startup screen: My Com-
puter, Network Neighborhood, Recycle
Bin, an Inbox, and a sign-up icon for
Microsoft's new on-line service, The Mi-
crosoft Network. Microsoft could easily
have the world's largest network service
within a year if ten percent of the ex-
pected 25 million first year buyers sub-
scribe to The Microsoft Network. Win95
is expect to set new sales records and
perhaps exceed the estimated 60 million
units of Windows 3.1. There was a lot of
hype surrounding the long incubation
period of Win95. Win95 is better than

You Break It...Well Fix it
Fast - Professional - Service

Low Rafes...State Licensed,

Same Location Since july 31,1983

714-841-4994

16485 Magnolia Street, Westminster, CA 92683
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Windows 3.1, but does it meet all the
hoopla behind it? Next month, we'll take
a look at what we can expect with
Win95,

Signing Off

In the past few weeks, I have installed
Windows for Workgroups, Norton Util-
ities v8.0, and Visio. I backed up my
system prior to installing the new soft-
ware, but when [ needed to restore some
files, I received an error finding the files.
I remembered my previous problem
when [ lost a ground on my external
Jumbo 250. I cured the problem by tak-
ing the tape drive out of the case and
installing it internally. I quickly opened
my case and discovered that the ground
wire was loose. Tightening up the screw
took care of that problem. Recently, I
tried to print a letter, and the printer
would not respond in Windows. It
works fine in DOS and in DOS Win-
dows. I checked that the printer driver 1s
in the Windows systems subdirectory
and assigned in the WIN.INI files. I
haven't solved it yet and the deadline is
coming up. Perhaps I'll solve it this
weekend, and report on it next month.

EXPIRES
JUNE 30, 1995

HOURS: MON - FRI 9-6 SAT 10-5

Fax: 848-1399 e-mail: CIGNAL@IX.NETCOM.COM



ne of the most annoying of er-
ror messages in Windows is fn-
sufficient Memory Error, especially
when your conventional mem-
ory is 600K or more and you have 8MB
or more of RAM. It should say, instead,
that you're running out of system re-
sources.
7
System Resources
You can see the status of:
resources in Windows by cllckr__'

Help button of the, Program Manager :
menu bar and se]echng About Program -

Manager. You can also check status,m
the Help section of many applica .
System resources cansist of two 64K
heaps of memory.reserved. for USER.
EXE and GDIL EXE USER EXE tracks

of 1cons m Program Managcr (many un-

crowd open windows into cvcry ‘bit of - thi
space ava:lablc on the SCIEEI,;; you pay a

Manager consumes about 1% oﬁ :
able system resources. In a typlcal case,
with Program Manager tl
window, system resourccs _

fice Pro 4.3, opening a window for
MSOffice drops this to 70% immedi-
ately. The Insufficient Memory Error
kicks in at 65% or so, and if it drops to
20%, the only answer 15 to reboot Win-
dows promptly and restart the program.
Sometimes, a cautious ALT-CTL-DEL
will work, but too often this or a RESET
can lead to lost clusters (or worse). Press-
ing ALT-F4 should do the trick safely.

The presence of OnTrack's Disk Man-

When you choosé'to have a multrtude §

Harv Haight

ager, used often with hard drives of more
than 540MB capacity, seems to reduce to
some extent initial available system re-
sources. Program Manager itself hogs
system resources; Norton Desktop or PC
Tools for Windows is even worse. Most

often when a window has been closed all.

or a major part of syste:
restorcd In some case

': \Ustudent\:ﬁ(adu{t
_wotst) changin

eacher wishes.
*l‘kc Direct Acces

fn

~ commands are required, and two choice

_ of SYSTEM INI For the case of W‘

3"',~n‘-'followmg (batch corpman
root dlrectory, C\) e

Batch comman' . WINPROG BAT >

‘_::_;:'g'fOHOWS (MENU testores the Direct Ac-

cess ménu):

CD\WINDOWS
COPY SYSTEM1.INI SYSTEM.INI
WIN/3

CD\

MENU

Batch command < WINWPWIN.BAT >
reads:

CD\WINDOWS
COPY SYSTEM2.INI SYSTEM.INI
WIN/3

CD\

MENU

In:the menu program, keying the
OWS 3.1 activates the

he [boot] sec-
elete the line
substitute for it
1n60\wa1n exe

s problems with

MSOiffice Pro 4.3,

/S after bootup
yutton strip that

Windows has mcrea ,:'somcwhat but
to get still better results’ with system re-
sources and to reduce bootup time, it
will pay you to eliminate inapplicable
open windows and to delete unnecessary
icons, to reduce the number of fonts
available to Windows programs to those
you normally use, and to avoid use of
screen savers and wallpaper. Yes, to get
rid of all those cutesy things that made
Windows so much fun! And to finish
with a fast-booting and accessible work-

tool! &
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: | nge & et *INTEL*
- | write to OCIPUG at 1500 Adams Avenue, #105, s . .
“ {ce ta Mesa, CA 92 626; find us ON- LINE, or call: Intel’s Smart VldchIz;cg;dEc: Pro for Windows

Adobe Premier v. 4.0 for Windows
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‘Multimedia

Members and Non-Members are

the entire meeting. -
MS Office 3"Mon
SI6 Leader Ken Komber  (714) 637-4494 -

This will be our first meeting of this SIG where
we will be exploring MS Office v 4.3, and mov-
ing up to MS Office ‘95. At this meeting we
will conduct a fact finding session on which
direction the members would like to go.

1" Wed
SI6 Leader: Dave Comoll  (714) 7753130

Sl teader  Richard Wilioms (714) 891-8795
We'll take a detailed look at the May General
meeting topic MacroMind Director. | hope to
see some of the people who were interested in

this authoring software, Come and learn miore

about Windows Multi-Media.

‘New User/ Ne\'iv. ,Me.mb'ei- _ I" Sc!

SIG Leoder:  John Lunsford " (714) 9950947
This is the best SIG to attend first. The meet

-ings run on a repeating four-month cycle. In.

July, how to get along with DOS on a minimal
level, the third of four presentations in our

- series. Come and spend some time with onie of
our OUTSTANDING SIG Leaders of 1994. -

You may start at any point in the cycle, -

Néﬁwork gnd Wed |
SIG Leader: - Michele Miller (714) 8429925
coSIG leader  Ken Kember  (714)-637-4494

At the July meeting we will demonstrate #n-
stalling and configuring network cards and
network software. If you are new to network-

" ing this is an excellent place to start! -

0Ss/2 3" Tyes
SIG Leader:
Designated Guru:  Gary Granat  (714) 7310457
We will continue our look 'atIBM Works and

other applications that are part of the WARP

Stave Schiffman (714) 531-037¢

Welcome at dll SIGs
and Monthly General Meetings

BonusPak Come with your random access
questions,

 Pedigree Pursuit/Geneaology 2™ Sun
516 Leader Preston Hill (714) 892129
Check the BBS and Hotline for possible
change in meeting date and time. July's SIG
will open with Q&A to answer questions
and share tips & tricks. The Balance of the
meeting will emphasize editing NOTES;
copying NOTES and using a word processor
to manipulate NOTES before returning to
Pedigree Pursuit. We will also introduce im-
porting data from one application to an-

other.

Personal Finance 4t Tye
SIG Leader: Max Lockie (714) 6440103

We're continuing with cur work on Quick-
Books for Windows ver. 3. Also our focus

will be on reports and graphs. -
Programming 2™ gat
SIG Leader ~ Froncis Reed (714)-733-1750

We will continue with the second half of our
discussion on the Microsoft Foundation
Class Library for Windows. '

‘Real Estate 2nd gep

SIG Leader: Kent Pierce (714) 5360271
SIG teader: Tom Sufro  (714) 754-7045
No topic available at Publication

time, check the BBS,
Spreadsheet 1*' Tue
SIG Leader: - Neil Carman (714) 964-1901

Due to the holiday we will miss July's
Vmecting. In August we will be using
dialogue boxes' with macros in Win-
dows. See you then and have a good
4th.

- Monthly General Meetings

- OCIPUG meets in the Science Hall of Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa

at 9 a.m. on the last Saturday of every month, unless otherwise noted. Parking
is available on campus lots off Adams, Merrimac and Fairview (Map right).

Find us on the World Wide Web @ bttp://www.webcom.com/ ~ocipug
- Call our voice Hotline (714) 662-2939 for scheduled events.

OCIPUG

UNIX  1%Fr
(o-SI6 Leader:  Jim Clymer (714) 840-8238
(oSIGleader  Jim Plomott (714) 492-4448

OCIPUG member Jim Kennedy will demo the
LINUX program Mindnight Commander,
which is similiar in function to Norton Com-
mander. SIG Leader Jim Pierratt will continue
with our online tutorial on TCE/IP.

Windows 3.1 3 Wed
SI6 Leoder; Edlee (714) 897-1347
co-Si6 leader  Roberta Kiein (310)-596-8047
Injuly, installing W 95, In August we will tour W
95,

WordPerfect 1¥' Mon
$I6 Leader: leff Sinn~~ {714) 775-2390
(oSG Leader  Dick Boznik  (714) 669-8974
(oSIG leader  George Austin (310} 3757213

We'll be taking this month off due to the holi-
day. See you in August, have a good 4th.
Meefings o
General Meeting  Saturday
July 29, @ 9:00 AM,

OCC Science Hall.

Springer - Remtlom Access
Prex’s Welcome Members Q&A
el Srrt Video Pro for Windows
Break

SIG Ldrs & Committes Announcments
Adobe Premior for Windows
11:50 1210 Prodd Drawing
OCIPUG Board Meeting

Monday July 31 @ 6:30 p.m. The agenda may
be available at the preceding General Meeting,
Members welcomell. Please join us.

"

405

N
A

L Adams —

=
Scien
e
] Merrimac J

)

Fairview

Special Interest Group {SIG) Guide




ual 345 per year) fan;ily membership ($60 per year)
Per year with verification)includes: . -

Board (BBS) and our World Wide Web Sige:
o ?B‘ﬁﬁé\\m.wcblcdin.¢om\~ ocipug

“A Support Group heip line.

jjplicét_iph bclovg and mail it to;
U roapue |

- 1500 Adams Avenve .
#1058
2.7 Costa Mesa, CA 92626
cqiest forther information, please call;
7_(7_‘,!__4')‘_662-2__939 T

or

ptiop_' to Rmdngac, OCIPUG’s monthly

‘,@:;é:s's tc;:OCIPUG's o'riline'services; a local Bulletin
y 1 rthe drawing at the monthly Genera]

me an OCIPUG .mc'mber, Please. complete -thc:‘" '

Country, .
"OCIPUG has more than twen

- It would be hard to find su

OCIPUG General Meetings, held once a month, are 3

to see demonstrations of new praducts and the latest releases of
established ones, oftep prior to initial

mectings we often host - the industry's top-of-the-line

and educationa] resources, We alsq carry a full I
"domain and shareware software available at our Ge
.OCIPUG publishes its own newsletter,

contains Interesting and informative articles and product reviews,

- during the month, These SiGs
computing and often host speakers with expettise in that field,

Benefits of OCIPUG Membership

OCIPUG 5 a valuable resource for computer ysers, Help
readily avajlable to assist with softwa

re or hardware problem
tions, learn more aboy

great plac
shipment. At these

Novell, Lotus, IBM and others who

neral Meetings,
Readme. Do, which

ty-five SIGs held at various times
focus on a specific area of

ch an abundance of knowledge

» | anywhere that js so readily available to 4] our members, We have
“f it all! Why not join today?

OCIPUG Membershlp Form

“Bring to' fheGeneraI Meeﬂng c:ir; mail to the address above E

Tl Me. M. M. O (160

Type of application:

Donation §

Haire you ever been a member of OCIPUG2

I ;6;. what is your membership number:

O New a Renewal [ Information Update
If n_e\&; ' heard about OCIPUG from:
S fMe_.mbership applied for:
- U student (requires verification) $25.00/yr

e U Individual $45.00/yr QO Family $60.00/yr
Total Enclosed $

My éompufer isa [ None

Qasssx O 386 (Jas

I consider myself to be: [ Beginner U ntermediate U Advanced

U 8088 (x1(1 286 (AT)
65x (D486 O 554
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Product Review

Pamela Mang |

Quicken for Windows
Deluxe Version 4

uicken for Windows Deluxe is a
great tool for organizing your
finances. You can set up your
whole check register on it, as
well as print checks, pay bills by clec-
tronic transfer (extra service charge), set
up budgets, reconcile bank statements,
produce charts and reports on where
your money is going, and schedule auto-
matic transactions through 2 calendar
view. The deluxe version also comes with
a Home Inventory program, Tradeline
Stock Guide for historical information
on stocks, Quicken Quoates to connect
to online services {extra charge) for cur-
rent stock prices, Quicken Tax Guidebook
with suggestions for tax planning, and
101 Tips & Tricks for Quicken Users which
shows you how many ways it slices and
dices, right down to how you can even
count calories with Quicken.
Installation was simple, just feed disks
for a couple of minutes. The documenta-
tion was well written, although a bit frus-
trating in that it was spread across five
separate booklets. The tutorials online
were insulting and a complete waste of

Recdme.Doc Page 17

time. The screen font was very small and
difficuit to read, and only offered state-
ments such as, “Quicken helps you enter
transactions quickly” instead of useful
information. The 101 Tips ¢ Tricks for
Quicken Users was a very intriguing book-
let that gave instructions on many un-
usual ways to use Quicken, for example,
to track car mileage, frequent flier miles,
and be the bank for your children with
their allowances.

Quicken 1s simple to set up and use
for a single checking account to write
checks, categorize payments and recon-
cile bank statements. The screen looks
just like your checkbook register, and
you enter transactions in pretty much
the same manner you would on paper,
but with the advantage of QuickFill
memorizing transactions so you don’t
have to retype the same payee informa-
tion repeatedly. Just the ability to recon-
clle my bank statement without a big
hassle is worth the price of the program,
However, [ found that more complex
financial accounts, such as stocks and
securities, credit card accounts, mort-
gages and amortized loans can be diffi-
cult to set up correctly. I spent two days

trying to amortize my mortgage pay-

ments correctly. Ultimately, I had to re-
set the date on my computer, temporar-
ily, in order to get Quicken to accurately
calculate the payments [ had made since

the beginning of the year. Once 1 was
able to set up the liability accounts and
investment accounts, they were simple to
use, but the initial effort to set them all
up correctly was substantial. Quicken
recommends that you start out with just
the checking account for a couple of
months to get used to it, and I agree with
that recommendation, particularly if
you are a beginner.

One feature that is particularly nice to
use is the Financial Calendar, which uses
a calendar metaphor to schedule re-
peated transactions (car payment, house
payment, paycheck) so that your regular
bills can be entered with a click of a
button, and all you have to do is adjust
dollar amounts as necessary. If you use
the check writing feature, Quicken will
then print them out for you. Or, if you
subscribe to CheckFree, you can trans-
mit your payments online, A new feature
1s the ability to handle your credit card
completely online through Intellicharge,
which requires that you use their credit
card, but then your billing statement is
handled completely online and you
make payments by electronic transfer, as
well,

The deluxe features offered include
Home Inventory, Quicken Quotes, and
Tradeline Stock Guide. Home Inventory
appears to have a very annoying bug in
it, which makes you unable to read the
item you are editing in the List View, and
you must go into the Detail View in
order to see or type in description infor-
mation. This completely ruins the conve-
nience and speed with which you are
supposed to be able to enter your inven-
tory information, The manual estimates
you can enter a cursory inventory in
approximately one hour. By having to
go to the Detail View to see what [ was
entering, or type in any information, I

(Continwed on page 26)




Product Review

George Austin

nce upon a time, WP macros
interacted with you through a
screen prompt. It was easiest just
to let the prompt appear on the
status (bottom) line, but, if you wanted
to take the trouble when writing the
macro, you could also move the prompt
around on the screen and gussy it up.

CHAR and TEXT were the two pri-
mary interactive macro commands,
CHAR stopped the macro until you
struck a single character. That keystroke
selected the action (or a parameter) as
listed in the prompt. TEXT stopped the
macro until you hit ENTER, allowing
you to key in a lengthier response to the
prompt.

Your response got assigned to a var-
able. The variable was already written
into the macro, and wherever it ap-
peared downstream, it took on the value
you entered at the prompt. If more than
one variable needed to be defined, you
were quenied with a series of prompts,
one for each variable.

Well, ali that has now been stream-
lined. While the CHAR command has
survived, and the essence of the TEXT
command is embodied in the GET-
STRING command, their roles have

taken a back seat to the Dialog Box
(DLGB). The DLGB is a more efficient
way for the macro to extract informa-
tion from you.

One DLGB can address many ques-
tions. BoxDoc lets you ask fifty, Le, it
allows 50 controls (more if you insist),
each introducing a separate variable. The
DLGB is also fancier. You might re-
spond via push button, radio button, or
check box. You might enter text or a
number, or you might select a file or a
parameter from a scrollable list.

Since dialog boxes are so commonly
used in macros, you've got to know how
to create them easily if you're going to be
writing macros. That's where BoxDoc
comes in—it provides a macro
(DIALOG WPM) to do the hard work
for you. It's written only for WPDOS6.
That's a disappointment for me, since I
don't use that version, but BoxDoc for
WPWING is expected in mid-1995,

There are two great features on the

Menu Bar when you run DIALOG. .

WPM. The first is the SHOWME but-
ton. You can press this button at any
time to see how the DLGB looks at that
stage of its creation. If you haven't even
begun to define the DLGB when you
click SHOWME, you get a sample
DLGB which you can use as an editable
starter, You can't get more intuitive than
that.

The other impressive Menu Bar fea-
ture is the GENERATE button. Once

you have specified what you want in the
DLGB, clicking on this button generates
the macro code to make it happen. The
text of the macro unfolds line-by-hine
right before your eyes. If you were in a
macro to begin with, the code will be
right where you want it. Else, you save
the code and insert it in whatever macro
you had in mind for it.

BoxDoc adroitly handles the genera-
tion of lists and drop-down lists by creat-
ing a dummy list using the 12 calendar
months. If you have specified that you
want a list in your DLGB, BoxDoc pro-
duces the list of months when you press
SHOWME and again when you generate
the macro. You then modify the macro
code generated, substituting elements of
your real list for the months.

If your real list has fewer than 12 ele-

(Continued on page 27)
STOCK PLOT

IORIENTATION TRANS

o Portrait b

s Landscaope INDUST

UTIL

CHART TYPE "TRANS

o Bar S&P100

. Line S&P500
m CANCEL

Sample DLGB with radio buttons,
check box, list, OK, and Cancel buttons

DLGCONTROL(4;Bar;"Bar";128;2;7,;0;0)
DLGCONTROL(4;Line;"Line";128;2;8,;0,;0}
DLGCONTROL[3;Dim;*3D";512,;2;10;0;0)

DLGEND

VARARRAY={"INDUST";"UTIL";"TRANS";"S&P100";S&P500"}
DLGCREATE[BOXYARIABLE;"STOCK PLOT";0;15,7:35:12)
DLGCONTROL(0;;"ORIENTATION";512;2,2:20;4)
DLGCONTROL{4;Portrait;"Portrait'; 128,2;3;0;0)
DLGCONTROL[4;Landscape;"Landscape”;128;2;4,0;0)
DLGCONTROL(0;"CHART TYPE";516,2;6,20;4)

DLGCONTROL{9;VarArray;";512;22;2;12;8)

WP60DOS
macro code
for
DLG box
STOCK PLOT
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