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General Meeting will feature:

Details of these presentations are provided on page 6.
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from the use of their computers.

Opinions expressed by the authors are
not necessarily those of this newsletter,
its staff or OCIPUG. Permission is
granted to reprint material herein, not
specifically copyrighted, by other user
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President’s
Message

Bob Basaraba

A short announcement

ln an effort to reduce the numbuek'j of ha
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hank you. I'm glad so many of

you decided to bear with me in

my message last month. Lots of

you have taken the time to get
in touch with board members as sug-
gested. But, before I get into this and
some related issues, time-out once again
to plug the fund raising auction.

Now don't get me wrong, | certainly
don't mean to plug as in stop up or restrict
the flow, rather I want to plug as in apply
energy Lo, OT tirn on your attention to the
tremendous opportunity our vendors
have helped bring you, the group, and
consequently the community benefiting
from OCIPUG's educational mission.

There will be some terrific deals to be
had this year, and, with the product list
increasing daily, we might even find our-
selves in the awkward but welcome situa-
tion where we have to extend the meet-
ing to auction off all of the product.
I'm sure we'll all have the stamina for
such an onerous task.

If you know some people who
have been wondering whether
or not to join a user group,
and which one of the many
fine groups in our area to join,
now would be a great time to drag them
(and their checkbooks) to our meeting.
Alan Liebschutz and the Program Com-
mittee are hard at work developing a
scheme to ensure that only members in
good standing and members who join
that day are eligible to successfully bid

on auction items.
As part of our agreement with ven-
dors and donors, we can only allow
OCIPUG members to bid. Think about
it...this is appropriate for a couple of
reasons, least of which some restrictions
help us avoid competition with local re-
tailers. Vendors dlstlngmsh
OCIPUG as an entlty with
community service
goals and our mem-
bers who support |.

these goals by joining and participating
in SIGs, committees and seminars (like
the excellent ones Mike Springer and Ed
Lee are doing on modems). Hence, in
many ways, OCIPUG membership is
both a privilege and an opportunity.
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Take a moment to read the board
meeting minutes, visit the SIG space and
look at the Treasurer's reports pinned up
on the notice board. As you will see, our
vendors’ support, the auction, our ac-
countability regimen, and the fund rais-
ing opportunity these things present, are
all fortunate and timely.

OK, time-out is over. Apparently
many people are interested in what's go-
ing on, which made the effort of trying
to outline the issues worthwhile. If we
had any doubts about the health of
member interest in the organization's
politics, well, I guess we can breathe just
a bit easier.

But we'll have to take a short breath
because...this is the month where we fi-
nalize nominations for officers and di-
rectors for the upcoming year. As you
have read and heard before, I feel the
activity of gathering nominations
should take place though out the entire
year, not just in the last month or so
before the elections.

Like most things with computers, so
much can happen in such a short time
that we must keep our focus very cur-
rent. So it is, too, with choices for leader-
ship. One reason I would like to see
nominating activity throughout the year
borrows from this observation about
focus.

Suppose we had nominating commit-
tee people visible all year. We all enjoy
the benefits of our volunteers' excellent
efforts throughout the year, and we have
people demonstrating their leadership
capabilities at various times during the
year. Yet, we have had occasion to ob-
serve the sudden flurry of political activ-
ity and position taking nearest the elec-
tion. It's sad that this smoke often ob-
scures the consistent flames that light
the way daily and over the long term.

I contend that a visible and vital nom-
inating committee—taking names and




suggestions from members all year—
would make it less prudent for individu-
als to demonstrate their leadership quali-
fications for the sake of nominations
and eclections. Life without posturing
and poseurs..hmmm...what a concept!

Side effects of such a scheme include
tecognition at the point of service and
the ability for members to retain perti-
nent historical context when deciding to
cast votes. Under such conditions we
might encourage an entire administra-
tion of long term thinkers and doers and
avoid those who can run a sprint but
lack the stamina for the long race.

The real challenge? Perhaps we could
achieve realizations that transcend the
personalities of individual leaders’
charisma. Moreover, the group must
necessarily function as a unit rather than
a set of fiefdoms with separate agendas.
The result? OCIPUG's members benefit
from our distinction as a user group
primus inler pares.

We are slowly making this a reality.
The Nominating Committee was ap-
pointed at the June Board Meeting this
year. They'll need to hear from you soon
to provide you with a slate of recom-
mended candidates which will take us
the rest of the way down the path we
have embarked on these last two years.
It's your group, all of you. It can only
tmprove if you all participate!

As usual, it all sounds rather theoreti-
cal and, as usual, I think we can attribute
this largely to focus. But something
which happened at the July General
Meeting got me thinking about focus
and participation, and ['ll try and share
this with you in the space remaining.

We still are getting enthusiastic sug-
gestions and questions about the general
meeting topics listed on the cover of
Readme.Doc. They usually start some-
thing like, "...if you could just list things
this way...." Most of the confusion still
revalves around critical administrative
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Jrom Ned Stewart, Nominating Committee Chairman

The Nominating Committee is seeking active members interested in serving
_ % as OCIPUG officers or directors for the upcoming year. The Nominating Com-
* mittee will present the recommended slate of nominees at the September Gen-
# eral Meeting (9-23-95). Nominations from the floor will also be taken during the
: September General Meeting. Members nominated from the floor must be pre-

The election of officers and directors will be conducted at the October Gen-
% eral Meeting (10-28-95). Members must be present to vote.

Please contact Nominating Committee Chairman Ned Stewart at 714-840-
* 1129 or 909-798-6646 if you are interested in serving. Thank you.

*
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dates.

Months ago and after lots of angst
from regular members about missing
prior notice and board members about
notifications and business items to be
included in the newsletter, the Publica-
tion Committee put their heads together
and decided to commit to try something
new. The newsletter date was moved up
a month and the Program Committee
was mandated with scheduling meetings
far enough in advance to have topics
available in concert with the new
schedule.

At first, it seemed daunting—there was
a lot of resistance. There are still things
to be resolved, and we still have some
confusion. But barring post office,
OCIPUG mailing list, or last minute
presenter cancellation glitches, we can
now be sure that 100% of cur members
receive many weeks' advance notice of
upcoming general meeting topics.

This is not the only problem solved.,
The publication schedule now aliows
more time for layout and editing; we
created an atmosphere which encour-
aged the development of our advertising
rate card, a standardized insertion order,
solicitations to presenters to advertise in
the newsletter for the month they will
attend, a fax copy of the SIG Guide
available on request, a requisitioning sys-
tem for copies of newsletters, close re-
view of the publication and advertising
budgets, and advance notice of auction
product just to name a few.

Nor did this change come without
new problems being identified, for
things such as notification problems,
and inconsistencies with the current by-
laws, we continue to look towards solu-
tions,

More to the point, to do what seems
simple on the surface required a com-
mitment from the volunteers who had
been long accustomed to doing things a
certain way, and a commitment from
the board members to examine the pros
and cons of such a change and let the
Publication Committee try to imple-
ment the change. Our infrastructure and
management was and is being tested
each time we listen.

As you can see...if you are thinking of
seeking election to one of our leadership
positions...you should be..committed!
zlooking around for white coats:: See
you next month! &




Autemalically locale
hard-to-find hugs

The most difficult and time-consuming
part of debugging isn’t fixing bugs—
it's detecting and locating them.
CodeGuard™ for Borland C++ 4.5 saves
you time and frustration, because it auto-
matically pinpoints the worst types
of bugs—memory and RTL resource
bugs! Only CodeGuard works with the
Borland C++ 4.5 integrated debugger,
breaking on the corresponding source
cede line when CodeGuard detects
crrors, allowing you to fully investigate
the cause of each error. Plus, CodeGuard
automatically validates API function
parameters and return values for those functions
most vilnerable to memory corruption.

Create cleaner code faster
CodeGuard is easy to use. Just compile your
apphication and link with the supplied library—
no additional coding required. Error messages can
be displayed in the IDE message window and

v’ Memory overruns

v Uninitialized data access

v’ Double deletes

v Failure to free memory

...and more

w, ot Borlamal Ce+ 45
:: Lacates memory bugs auematicath!

Borland

Making Development Easier

CodeGuard puts bugs
In plain view

CodeGuard for Borland C++ 4.5
zeros in on these bugs:

v Attempts to access freed objects

v’ Failure to close file handles

written to an external log file for use
with command-line tools. You save time
because CodeGuard is integrated with
the Borland C++ 4.5 development
environment, eliminating the need to
switch back and forth between tools.
Using CodeGuard, you can easily rid
your 16-bit Windows applications of
aggravating bugs that might otherwise
take days, weeks, or even months to
detect and isolate.

If you're a bug...give up!
CodeGuard finds bugs where you
thought there were none—tracking
down the types of bugs that can evade
even the most comprehensive testing.
It pinpoints bugs that can be impossible to isolate
using other means. Find bugs such as memory
leaks, invalid memory references, memory over-
runs, uninitialized data access, and more! Don't
wait unttl you're up against a deadline—order
CodeGuard today and take advantage of this
special introductory offer!

See your local reseller or call 1-800-336-6464, ext. 50269

Canada: 1-800-461-3327 « Internet: http:/fwww.borland.com/ « CompuServe: GO BORLAND

. Copyright © 1995 Bortand Itecptionsd, Inc. Allights reserved. Al Bortand prodhuct rames ace tradberaneks of Boriand International, Inc. Offer good in LS, and Canada ouy. AR prices 1 1S, doflars. Dealer pirlces may vary. B 6487




General Meeting

Harv Haight

July Report

Indeo Video 3.2, Smart Video Recorder Pro and Adobe Premier 4.0

BS and batch command Guru

Michael Springer fed a Random

Access session from 8:30 to 9:03

a.m., prior to the opening of the
126th General Meeting on July 29th by
President Bob Basaraba. Bob mentioned
a tally required by the College of
non-member visitors, and commented
that the number of duplicate copies of
the programs listed for the auction
wasn't given in the article in Readme Doc,
but that there are many replicates. He
said the new SIG space would be
manned and phone contact (662-1432)
would be available three hours daily, for
the near future. After a final word that
an OCIPUG Internet presence seems re-
ally needed, Bob turned the meeting
over to Multimedia SIG leader Dave
Carroll.

Dave, an OCIPUG old-timer (mem-
ber 194), gave a succinct introduction to
Digital Video Programming and
Recording and then introduced Dan
Roller, Intel's Architecture Manager in
Corporate Marketing.

Dan presented an extremely detailed
but coherent view of Indeo Video 3.2
and of the Smart Video Recorder Pro
cards available from Intel. As back-
ground, he laid a step-by-step founda-
tion for understanding why video files
take up so much memory, even with a
barely acceptable 15 frames per second;
a minute of raw-format video may take
up to 1.7 gigabytes of memory. Com-
pression, either real-time or offline, is
essential, and can be lossy {with various
techniques for dropping or cropping
colors or frames), or non-invasive, by use
of an advanced compression engine and
suitable algorithms. A special Intel |-750
capture chip can contribute to good
color, clarity, and enhanced throughput.
Intel has more info at 800-525-3019.

Toward the end of Dan's presenta-
tion, there were some glazed eyes in the

audience, but a swing through the audi-
ence with a camcorder, for a brief video
capture, resulted in a screening that drew
appreciative applause. Intel's Word Wide
Web home page is available as
[http://werw.intel.com/].

The second technical presentation, in-
tended for after the break, was delayed;
author and OCIPUG Guru John Good-
man stepped in for a brief continuation
of Random Access. His major topics
concerned

software RAM extenders. He classified
Partition Magic as reasonably effective;
on a nerd-appeal basis, he scored Ram
Doubler as zero {no need to fuss, it just
works!) and Hurricane as ten (infinitely
fine-tunable!), He disdained WinPro.
SIG lfeaders and committee chairper-

sons reported next. A special small class
for 6-10 neophytes in Beginning DOS,
and another in Intermediate DOS, were
announced as starting Thursday, August
3 at the Orange County Register (Joe
Sanwan). John Dunnan, as an individ-
ual, spoke of the formation of a
self-training group to better understand
computers.

Peter Svensk, an Adobe Systems mar-
ket specialist, overcame technical diffi-
culties to present Adobe Premiere v4.0
(version 4.0a is soon to appear). Pre-
miere is a bridge between pro-
fessional video editing and dig-
ital video editing on the PC. Its
trimming window  makes
frame-by-frame clip adjust-
ments easy and precise. It makes
high end special effects such as
3-D possible, and it's easy to save
a project as a preset item. Editing
is true nonlinear, to make changes
instantly; a graphic interface dis-
plays clips in filmsirip style, with
variable zoom-in and single-frame
viewing. Peter showed a PC-based
video that illustrated by capture clips
from many sources just what can be cre-
ated via Adobe Premiere.

A second product, mentioned briefly
by Peter, is Adobe's Acrobat 2.0. Acrobat
makes it possible to access documents in
their original form, independent of orig-
inal platform, on Macintosh, Windows,
DOS, or UNIX computers. Adobe's Ac-
robat Reader enables any of the above
platforms to view, navigate, and print
any of the PDF files possible via the
Acrobat package. The Adobe Acrobat
Reader can be downloaded for free from
Adobe's World Wide Web home page at
[http;//www.adobe.com/].

Two copies of Adobe Acrobat were
among prizes awarded at the final draw-
ing; other prizes were T-shirts from vari-
ous sources, &
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Whoever said

“Size Doesn't Matter”

must have had a small
seleetion!

Visit 20% Off every
Orance Countv's computer book fo
=1 VS = — =1 OCIPUG miembers
largest S v during Sepfember

collection of
Hours;
computer Mon—Fri  9-7
titles Saturday ~ 10-5

Sunday  12-5

See our wide selection of
Windows 95 and Networking books
at

Irvine Sci-Tech Books

irving Sci-Tech Books

16333 Cubvwr Drive 4640 15333 Culver Drive #640 .
e e ER on Culver between Irvine Center Drive & Deerfield

B ciecempe
Phone (714) 733-1002 Toll Free (800) 229-9514

—Slowma
& Fax (714) 733-0122




General Meeting

Alan Liebschutz

September Program

To be held on September 23 at 9:00 a.m. at the Orange Coast College Science Hall

September General Meeting
Schedule
Q&A—Springer, Weirman
NexGen
AutoDesk
Break
Nominations—Bob Basaraba
Auction

OCIPUG Annual
Software Auction

We have now received the majority of
the software we requested from vendors,
and a number of members have made
significant contributions of software
and computer books. Thank you all. 1
still expect contributtons from Data-
storm, Stacker, Intel, Intuit, and Bor-
land. To date, we have received 183
pieces of software and computer books
from members and vendors. All of these
are unused, mostly shrink-wrapped, the
latest versions, including several suites
and other software having a street price
of greater than $250. The total estimated
street price (based on calls to local com-
puter super stores and mail order cata-
logues) of the software in hand exceeds
$17,000. Thus, I hope to have a finan-
cially successful auction for OCIPUG.

We will need help in distribution of
software, Linda Fox and Lawrence Baker
have agreed to man the software distri-
bution and money collection table. The
software in hand has been numbered,
and a list for auctioneer Steve Gibson
prepared of the strect price and the re-
serve price (which will be set at 1/3 the
street price). It will be necessary to ex-
tend our September meeting beyond
12:00 noon due to the amount of soft-
ware for auction.

Auction Rules

1. Only members with current mem-
berships and OCIPUG badges will be
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allowed to purchase software or books.

2. Only cash or checks will accepted
for payment

3. To speed up the auction, minimum
bidding increments will be instituted.

4. No receipts for donation will be
provided to members. Discussion with
our lawyer and tax members has shown
that since the member donation is ex-
pected to be only a fraction of the street
price of the software/book received for
the donation, the tax consequences to
the member would be a negative rather

than a positive tax contribution. There-
fore, the extra labor involved in provid-
ing receipts would be wasted.

I wish to thank Barbara Garten who
sent out 35 letters to donors detailing
their donations and expressing OCI-
PUG’s appreciation. You will remember,
in addition, I have promised in my re-
quest for donation letter that we will
further express our appreciation by a
special section in the October Read-
me.Doc, and that we shall send a copy of
this Readme Doc section to each donor.

At the June General Meeting, we dis-
played the software that had been do-
nated by vendors and OCIPUG mem-
bers to date, and in the July Readme.Doc
we listed the software that we had re-
ceived to date. Below is a list of the titles
of the software donated since the list in
the last Readme Doc. It should be noted




that this list does not indicate the number of copies of a spe-

X ; k : Norton Utilities 4.5 Symantec
cific software title that we have received. In many cases, includ- ) . .
ing the large suites from Microsoft and Novell, we have re- Office Writer Light Office Solutions
ceived multiple capies of a title. Prodigy Start Up Kit with Manuals  Prodigy
Additional Software Donations IBMDOS 4.0 IBM
for Auction (to 7/29 /95): Budget Express 1.1 Symantec
Print Cache Laser Tools
Software Title Company Norton Commander 3.0 Symantec
Photoshop Adobe Peachtree Accounting, Peachpak 4 Peachtree
dBase for Windows, ver 5 Borland
R i i 2.
e.port Smith for Windows, ver 25  Borland Special One-Time Offer From STAC: Warp &
Print Shop Deluxe CD Ensemble Broderbund Stacker Super Pack
Carmen Sandiego, Junior Detective STAC has an OS/2 WARP and Stacker Super Pack user group
Edition CD-ROM Broderbund super deal for us based on our contacts at COMDEX-Atlanta.
Our members are offered Warp and Stacker for $99.95. Please
Math Workshop CD-ROM Broderbund call me or Steve Schiffman, our OS/2 SIG leader, for further
0S5/2 Warp Virtual Update (3 tapes) IBM information and fliers. This is a one time offer~you gain and
05/2 Warp for Dummies (book) IBM OCIPUG gains.
OS5/2 Warp for Windows IBM
0S/2 Warp Fullpack, CD IBM Plans for Future Meetings
OS/2 Warp Fullpack, disks IBEM
/2 Warp Fullpack, dis October- all database programs
PCDOS7 IBM Infomodler
05/2 Warp Connect IBM English Wizard
Dashboard for Windows Starfish Noverrébcr— ‘ d
n
Sidekick for Windows Starfish Computer Vision
Computer Books Used Numerousl Hot Docs
CA-Kiplinger’s Simply Money CA Visual Reality
e December-  Q-Modem and
Norton Utilities 3.1 Symantec Wildcat
Springboard Clip Art Springboard Promise EIDE technology ®

volS

Q\ ﬁ\ NO voice training required
ﬁ\ Run ANY Windows application
A DICTATE directly to your computer

a\ ¥ rontic,

Y

- ﬁ\ 60.000 word voice vocabulary Reminder: ,

i The August 26th General Meeting
—d A 200,000 word dictionary will feature Fractal Corporation pre-
— o~ senting Painter 3 and Dabbler. Adobe
8_ 8 0 0 776 6 774 S.yster'ns will dCl:l’lonStratC, for the first
Diatributed By: SONE SYSTEMS, INC time in the United States, PageMaker

m 204-A Carleron Avenue, Orange, Callfornie 92687 60 for WindOWS.
Corel canceled its scheduled ap-
s L pearance due to a recent change in
Q ua l lfl a d R gsa l l ars @» policy regarding user group presenta-

Please Ask For €rik or Toni tions.

8 Readme . Doc Page 7




Hary Haight

n Costa Mesa air during sum-
mer, sound travels about a fifth
of a mile (1088 feet) per second.
In a lightning storm, an initial
discharge takes place in a few millionths
of a second {many more follow in quick
succession). If, while you're at your com-
puter, you can sense the lightning flash,
then count the seconds (one thousand, two
thousand, three thousand, etc.) until you
hear the thunder clap. If it's much less
than five, you just may be in trouble!
Lightning occurs as a result of electri-
cal charges (minus or plus) on a thunder-
bead cloud structure that induce opposite
charges in ground or structures over
which the cloud mowves. When the voltage
difference between ground and cloud ex-
ceeds the breakdown point, an arc occurs
that follows the shortest distance be-
tween the ground (or structure or per-
son) and cloud. Once this path has
formed, surges of current back and forth
keep occurring until the voltage differ-
ence is less than breakdown level.
Whenever current flows through an
electrical conductor (such as a wire, or in
this case a continuous arc), two fields
exist: electrostatic and electromagnetic.
Just as the moving cloud can induce elec-
trostatic charges in the ground or in ob-
jects below, the build-up and collapsing
of electromagnetic fields from a nearby
lightning strike can induce voltages in
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power lines feeding your house, in house
wiring, or even in your telephone lines.
Radio or TV antennae can be protected
by special arresters, impractical with
power ot telephone lines. While such
voltages normally are much lower than
those that occur when lightning strikes
directly {God forbid!), they may be a
thousand times as great as the normal
peak voltage of your AC line
(117/0.707=165 volts DC), or the open
circuit voltage of your phone line (-55
volts DC).

So . .. if that thunderclap comes five
seconds or sconer after the flash (one
mile or less away), and you value your
computer, get back to the DOS prompt
and turn your computer off, but zow!
You might simply shut off the switch of
your power strip, but I prefer to pull the
monitor and CPU cords from a wall
socket or to pull the cord of the power
strip. | also pull the phone plug from the
line jack and yank the plug of the TV
from the wall socket! If you're on a path
of frequent thunderstorms, you might
do this whenever you leave the house for
several hours or days in possibly in-
clement weather!

Am 1 an alarmist? After all, you have
a surge suppressor in your power strip,
and chances are your monitor and/or
power supply each have built-in surge
protection, right? Yeah, maybe, but . . ..

Your power line generally comes in
from the pole as 240 volts AC, three-
wire. It may go directly as three-wire to
your 240-volt stove, heaters, dryers, or
hot water tank. The 240 volts are be-
tween two of the wires; the third wire is
to a center tap on the pole transformer,
and between it and each of the other two
wires you have 120 volts. In the usual
wall plug, ot in a power strip, with the
two slots up and the U/ hole down, the
Bot (120VAC) wire goes to the shorter
slot on the right, and the neutral {center
tap) wire goes to the longer slot on the
left. The U hole connects to a bare cop-
per wire that runs directly to a true
ground, such as a cold water pipe as it
enters the house, with no switches or
disconnects. The standard power cord
that connects from this plug to the back
of the monitor or CPU has three wires:
black for hot, white for zeutral, and green
for physical ground.

There are normally two circuit break-
ers in each bot wire circuit: a main
breaker that opens both sides of the 240
volt input, and a second smaller line
breaker that opens the 120 volt hot wire -
that goes to your wall plug. Both work
on a current overload, such as a short.
Neither protects instantaneously against
a high voltage surge! Your power strip
normally has a small thermal overload
switch that kicks open the bot wire at a
current of 15 amperes or more total,
That's a/f the cheapies have for protec-
tion! The ones costing $30 or more gen-
erally have a special kind of component
that shorts between hot wire and neutral
when instantancous voltages are greater
than about 350 volts; that means that a
sustained voltage of 350 volts or more
will be clamped at the rated peak voltage,
to pass as much current as may be avail-
able through the AC line, but only for
the short time until the clamp device
burns up and opens, or the thermal over-
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load breaker of the power strip opens
up. With really high brief surges, the
breaker contacts often weld together,
and the breaker no longer opens. In any
case, you lose protection after a high
surge, even 1if the attached equipment
should survive!

What about the computer or monitor
power supplies? Have they no protec-
tion? The computer power supply is of
the switching type, so that it generates at
about 20 kilohertz a pulsed current that
feeds a special transformer, isolated taps
from which feed rectifiers and filters to
get +/- 12 volts DC and +/- 5 volts DC
for the air fan, the CPU motherboard,
and slotted peripherals. Normally, the
hot wire input to the switch of the power
supply has a two or three ampere fuse,
but the real protection against major
surges is the use of overrated transistors
and rectifiers. It's not economically feasi-
ble to rework most power supplies, even
to replace the fuse, because of labor
costs; kill it by lightning-induced surges,
and you need a brand new supply. In a
worst case, you may have it stay rntact
long enough to fry your motherboard or
slotted peripherals.

Your monitor is powered similarly to
a TV set; generally, it has a power trans-
former that generates lower voltage AC
that is rectified, filtered, and regulated to
12 volts DC. The higher voltages re-
quired for the monitor screen are gener-
ated as a result of horizontal sweep oper-
ation, as in 2 TV. The 12 volt DC supply
15 usually regulated by use of a power
Zener diode. If you're lucky, this will
clamp the power surge long enough for
a fuse in scries with the power trans-
former input to blow. This isn't hard to
replace, but dismantling the monitor
may call for much head scratching! And
watch out for the 13,000 to 25,000 volts
at the CRT!

Pay more and you get more, with a
more expensive power strip. The more
costly units really do enhance your
chance of surviving induced surges from
a nearby lightning strike! They include
individual surge protectors from both
hot and neutral wires to ground, lossy
line chokes (special ferrite beads over
hot and neutral wires), and AC-rated line
capacitors between hot and neutral wires
to ground, and from hot to neutral
wires. These techniques help reduce
noisc input and output also, for much

less interference upon TV or radio recep-
tion and much less noise on the video
screen from faulty fluorescent light fix-
tures,

In local school classrooms, thirty or
more computers are fed from a single
power line with its own breaker. Because
each computer during startup may draw
ten times as much current as when in
use, the units have to be turned ox indi-

vidually, and all turned off at the end of
the day. The breaker is rated for some-
what higher current than is drawn by all
computers in use, Its major function, at
times when computers are turned off, is
to isolate (by being shutdown or
open-circuit) computers from lightning
and other excessive line surges that
could short out line switches of individ-
ual computers. H

ATTENTION MEMBERS
Terry DeWitt, Membership Services Chasr

In order to satisfy Orange Coast College's insurance requirements, all members
and guests will need to sign in with their name and phone number prior to all
general meetings. Members and guests may sign in at the Membership Services
Table in the book provided. Thank you for your cooperation. &
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re You Ready For
Windows 95?7
On August 24th, Windows 95

(Win95) will finally be on sale.
The final gold disk was frozen in July.
Microsoft expects to have five million
copies of Win95 and one million copies
of Microsoft Office 95 ready by the
Win95 launch date. When Windows 3.1
came out, there was a minor crisis as
Microsoft created a temporary shortage
of floppies. This time Microsoft has
stockpiled enough disks for each 13-disk
Win95 unit due to the many Win95 de-
lays. Microsoft also expects a fair num-
ber of CD-ROM sales that will also ease
the floppy disk demand. However, [ did
notice at the July ACP Computer Swap
Meet that floppies were going for $12
per 50-pack versus $10 two months ear-
lier,

The disk Iibrary has a two-disk
Win95/MS Office 95 demo that I
checked out. The Win95 demo installed
easily on my system under Windows for
Workgroups (WFW) v3.11, producing
the Win95 program group with Win95
and Uninstall icons. The demo consists
of a Quick Tour, Additional Features
and Enhancements, and Hardware/Soft-
ware Compatibility. The Quick Tour
opens up to the basic Win9$ screen with
the blue sky and clouds wallpaper, the
taskbar at the bottom of the screen and
three icons: My Computer, Network
Neighborhood, and the Recycle Bin. The
Recycle Bin looks like a small trash bin
with the green recycling symbal in front,
This is the place to put all your trash like
duplicated and unwanted files, Apple
has the trademark on the trash can, so
that's why you won't see the trash can
except on an Apple system.

All major functions start by clicking
on the Start button. A menu comes up
with Programs, Documents, Settings,
Find, Help, Run, and Shutdown selec-

Herb's
"’"angoqu

Herbk Huey

tions. In most cases, you slide to your
selection, and another menu appears
with more selections. This is very similar
to the UNIX-based and Apple Macin-
tosh GUIs as well as some third-party
software such as the Borland products.
Most functions can be accessed with two
clicks and one slide of the mouse. For
instance, to turn on Excel just click
Start, slide to Programs and click on
Excel from the Programs menu. Each
application or file that youy open appears
as a large button on the Taskbar, Work-
ing on multiple programs is easy—just
click any button, You can do multitask-
ing like printing a document while you

are doing a file copy. File copy produces
a cute window where a paper flies from
one open folder to another,

Working on your files is a lot easier
using 256-character filenames. This is a
Win95 feature, so remember that older
applications will still use the old 8.3 file
format. Explorer replaces the old File
Manager. The tree structure uses folders,
a concept borrowed from other GUI sys-
tems and alternate Windows shells like
PC Tools for Windows. The help system
is a big improvement from Windows
v3.1, offering real help for common
tasks.

The Additional Features and En-
hancements section illustrates dial-up
networking between computers. When
you make a new connection, a new icon
appears for you to dial up. Microsoft
Exchange handles your E-Mail, faxes and
meeting requests through Microsoft
Mail, Internet Mail, CompuServe or any
BBS. When mail is received, an inbox
1con appears below the Recycle Bin, The
Microsoft Network is also introduced as
another icon below the Recycle Bin.
Double-ciicking on the icon brings up a
home base window with MSN Today,
E-Mail, Favorite Places, Member Assis-
tance, and Categories selections. The
Categories selection houses most of the
special interest areas such as Sports,
Health and Fitness, Computers and Soft-
ware, Home and Family, and Science
and Technology. Plug and Play is briefly
introduced as Microsoft's solution to
hardware/software computer additions
as long as they are Win9s compatible.
Even with this innovation, Win95 still
trails the Macintosh in this area. Finally,
the Win95 demo offers to check if your
system is ready for Win95. The system
check doesn't check all drives—it re-
ported that the drive that houses Win-
dows in my system only has 23 MB free
rather than the 40 MB that Win95 needs;
I have five other partitions that have
enough space.

Win95 Upgrade
Problem Areas

Win95 is a huge improvement on
Windows 3.1, but Microsoft and the
press have hyped it up so much that
many users may be disappointed. There
i5 a learning curve that goes with Win95
that most users, veteran or novice, will
have to tackle to be productive. Mi-
crosoft says that most users will be pro-
ductive within two hours. PC Computing
reported in its August 1995 issue that,
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Shareware Today

t the General Meeting, on the

desk to the left as you enter the

meeting hall, you will find some

great shareware disks! Our ex-
tensive collection of programs includes:
World Time, Business Cards, Check for
UART, Make EXE Files from Zip Files,
Text Editor for Windows, Batch File
Zipping/Unzipping, Blitz Copy 2.0, Q-
copy for DOS, Cut and Paste (in text
mode), All Media Library v4.3, Bank In-
vestor v2.60, Card Master 130, Copy
321, Mail Order Catalogs, Cyber Com-
munications, Lap Test, Church Member-
ship, Reboot, Real Time Monitor, Scan-
a-Disk, Cursor Editor, Document Power
Pro v3.3, Programmers Text Editor,
Graph Paper Designer, Joy Stick (emu-

Bob Blakeley

lates a keyboard), Add Icons to Program
Manager, Crossword Construction Kit,
Drag from File Manager to ZIP, Smart
Applications, DOS Extender, Simple
Tern Test/Debug, CD Audio Player,

Don’tworry—get help with shareware|

Disk Label v4.6, Disk Track System, File
Magician, Convert JPG to GIF, Zip Scan
for Windows, Fast Fax, Explosive Screen
Saver (Barney Blows up, a FLI file),
Credit Repair Guide, Coin Collectors
Information, VShield 224E (the latest),
Scan in Windows, OS/2 Scan, Virus Scan
in DOS, SpinWizard-DOS, Al Color,
Fax Mail for Windows, CD-Quick Cache
v1.20 (a Ziff-Davis award winner), Quick
Read, and a great Windows 95 demo
(1.44MB, two-disk set). Disk Copy Fast
1s just that, and we have the complete
Telemate v4.20 communications pro-
gram,

As you can see, we are spending a lot
of time for you. We would like to have
your ideas.

despite Win95's increased productivity
claims, computer novices were more pro-
ductive using WFW v3.11 for launching
and using applications and managing
files with File Manager. Many of the
add-ons originally promised in Win95
will be offered in a Plus Pack that will
add another $50 to the expected $90
selling price. The Plus Pack will also in-
corporate many of the fixes that didn't
make it in the gold disk version.

Despite the fact that Microsoft has
struck a deal with Stac Electronics, the
Win95 compression software provides
miserable compression on drives over
300 MB. Microsoft claims that it needs
to maintain backward compatibility
with 386s, but the latest state-of-the-art
compression software slows it to a crawl,
Microsoft also took out the component
that allows PC to PC connectivity via
phone lines and Schedule+, a time plan-
ning applet bundled with later versions
of Windows 3.1. Instead, Schedule+ will
become part of Microsoft Office 95.
When you install Win95, it offers to cre-
ate an emergency startup disk but gives
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little information on what to do after
booting up with the emergency disk. If
you already run Windows, you most
likely have the right hardware to run
Win95 well—a 486 machine or better,
8-16 MB RAM, and at least a 540 MB
hard disk. Remember, that's an empty
540 MB hard disk so that you can fill it
up with all the Win95 applications that
will follow.

Signing Off

While I was sitting with our disk li-
brarian, Bob Blakeley, at the last General
Meeting, I was surprised at the number
of people who don't know how to use
PKZIP or access the BBS. I promised
Bob that I would devote part of this
column to that topic. PKZIP is the most
popular  compression/decompression
software utility around. It is available
from the disk library as part of the
OCIPUG New Member Disk that is free
if you ask Bob nicely. Beside PKZIP
(PRZ204G.EXE), the disk includes Arc-
Master (AM110.-EXE), a shell for zip file
management, Wildcat (a tutorial on the

Wildcat software used on the OCIPUG
BRBS}, modem information
{MODEM.EXE, DICT.EXE, and MO-
DEM60.EXE), 2 file lister (LIST.EXE),
and diagnostics for your system hard-
ware/software (IFP.-EXE and
SNOOP.EXE). These are all shareware
files, which means try before you buy.

To use the New Member Disk, pop
the disk into a drive (A: or B:) and type
from that drive letter prompt (A: or B:)
NEWMEM to get information on these
files and a history and explanation of
OCIPUG. Bob Ottke, cur former sysop,
did a great job preparing this disk pack-
age. All the files ending with .EXE are
self extracting files. The instructions rec-
ommend that you create a subdirectory
for each file and copy it to that subdirec-
tory. Log on to that subdirectory, type
the name of the file, and the file extracts
by itself. Each extracted file also includes
program documentation (usually ending
with .DOC or a batch file such as
README.BAT) that you can print out
on your printer.




Conversationally Speaking

Conversations with your database using English statements

be theme for the October
General meeting will be
Simplifying Database
Design and Usage
Through Natural Language

We will lock at two tools, English

Wizard and InfoModeler, with

which we can apply everyday En-
£lish for database design and guery-
ing, respectively. These tools can be
wsed with many of the relational
databases on the market today. In
addition, Dr. Terry Halpin, a major contrib
wtor to the development of Object Role Model-
ing (ORM), visiting from Australia, will
discuss the differences between using ORM
and Entity-Relationship Modeling (ERM).
ORM begins with fact statements in English
related to the realm of the database which is
then diagramed into objects playing roles.
From this a logical database structure 1s cre-
ated (ERM starts bere). Afier the general
session we will have an extended session at
the SIG space, 1520 Brookbollow Dr., #38,
Santa Ana. This session will mclude a more
in-depth  discussion of InfoModeler and
ORM, plus additional information about
artificial intelligence, natural languages and
English Wizard K.IS55.—Keep it simple,

sweetheart!
Why can't I simply ask a question to

extract useful information from my
database? What do you mean I have to
use inner/outer joins to ask the database
a question? I think SQL (Structured
Query Language) really stands for Surre-
alistic Quandaries in Locution. This
ain't for me. I'm really getting frustrated
with all of this database jargon. It is too
foreign. I just want to get my work done.
Why can't we just keep it simple?

Have you ever had these thoughts
when you knew the information you
wanted was in your database, but you
were struggling with finding how to get
the database to give you the information
you wanted?

Ellss Thomas

And, what about creating
a database? Have you strug-
gled with classifying your
data into entities and rela-
tionships with primary,
secondary, and foreign
keys? Do you understand
what to do with one-to-one,
one-to-many, and many-to-
many relationships? Can
you apply the rules of nor-
malization so that the infor-
mation in your database can be accurate
and easy to maintain? And, what the
heck is a Tuple anyway? I think I've seen
one in the garden. It was an attractive
flower.

If you've gone through any of these
trials and tribulations, I expect the Octo-
ber meeting will be of particular interest
to you. Also, if you expect to have clients
who find approaching a database too
abstract and therefore too difficult to
relate to, the Qctober meeting will be of
interest to you, too.

Appeal, the autorelational
DBMS with natural language
In June, we saw Jon Mather's demon-
stration of Appeal, a revolutionary ap-
proach to database management, using
both natural language and autorelation-
ality. As we saw, Appeal greatly simpli-
fies the process of getting information
into the computer, organizing the infor-
mation, and getting meaningful infor-
mation out of the computer. Although
Appeal does not eliminate the need for
planning your database, it does signifi-
cantly lower the cost of admission. Be-
cause it automatically creates relevant
relationships, you aren't burdened by
the high level of abstraction needed to
categorize information to fit into a
structured relational database. You don't
need to predetermine tables (entities)
with columns (attributes) and rows

(records) and then implement how these
tables are to be joined so that they can
relate to each other through keys or in-
dexes.

Furthermore, you don't need to desig-
nate in advance the query: How many is
many (cardinality)? This means Appeal
won't require a design to distinguish be-
tween one-to-one, one-to-many, Or
many-to-many relationships. Much like
Sgt. Friday in Dragnet, whose voice I can
hear echoing "Just the facts, Ma'am," Ap-
peal uses the facts without requiring the
preset logical structure (tables and rela-
tionships) that a typical RDBMS would
be useless without. Appeal is able to
achieve this greater degree of simplicity
without losing the flexibility gained by a
RDBMS over a flat-file database.

In fact, Appeal allows even greater
flexibility than a RDBMS by allowing
for freely adding new categories
{attributes) of data where an RDBMS
insists a preset container (field) be avail-
able for all data to be entered into the
database. Appeal doesn't have that re-
quirement. So, ad hoc information re-
lated to a particular or isolated instance
is handled easily by Appeal. An RDBMS
generally would require using a memo
field for this type of information, mak-
ing it difficult or even impossible to
search or to run queries. Appeal also
distinguishes itself by letting us use En-
glish (natural language) to enter facts
(the data) and to gather information
(queries). While you can create forms for
data entry just as you would do with
Access or any other RDBMS, you can
also enter data through fact statements,
using the following structure:

Example:

<Subject>'s <Attribute> is <Value>
Winformation's database is Appeal
Winformation's phone is 714-362-

(Continued on page 26)
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Your Modem
Without The

32-bit Power Of

QmodemPro

For Windows 95

You're a speed freak, right? You bought the
Pentium and the 28.8 modem, and you just
upgraded to Windows 95 to take full
advantage of your computer’s 32-bit
architecture. So why are you using old 16-bit
commurtication software that chokes the
performance of Windaws 957 Get on-line fast
: with the 32-bit POWER in QmodemPro for
Windows 95 v2. It's the first communication software that delivers all the
features and performance you need to get the most from the new 32-bit
Windows platform. And since you demand performance, you'lf like the
fact that QmodemPro’s communication and Internet capabilities go way
beyond the standard terminal software included with Windows 95. So
whether you're connected to the office, company mainframe or BBS for
dafa/file transfer, you'll get the powerful, 32-bit technology in
QmodemPro to satisfy your “need for speed.”

. SPECIAL OFFER FOR USER GROUP MEMBERS!

Order before October 31, 1995 and get QmodemPro for
Windows 95 for $69 plus shipping. That's nearly half-off
the retail price. Plus, Mustang backs all of its products
with a 30)-day, no-nonsense, money-back guarantee, so
there’s no risk. Simply call the Mustang Order Hotline
to order your copy today:

13002080612 |

Use your favorite Windows icons to customize the phone book for data,
voice or Telnet access. Double click and in seconds you're on-line. It's easy!

)
your favorite GIF, BMP or JPG file,

Exciting New Features Include:

*  Powerful 32-bit, multithreaded design lets you take full advantage of
Windows 95's multitasking.

o Telnet suppoit with MD5* secure passwords for Internet access to
your favorite sites

¢ TAPIsupport enables you to share your modem between multiple
applications.

o OLE20Drag & Drop support means you can drag a phone book
entry directly to the Windows 95 desktop.

¢  Built-in MAPI support enables you to transfer text and images
directly to many of the major electronic mail programs,

o The SLIQ {Script Language Interface for QmodemPro} compiler and
debugger give you all the tools you need to develop custom
applications.

o Picture File Viewer (PFV) with Zoom lets you display files in GIF,
BMP and JPG formats, even while downloading.

e Transfer files with 10 high-speed protocols, including Zmodem and
CompuServe B+.

e 35 Terminal emulations, including ANSI, VT100, and [BM 3270 get
you on-line quickly.

»  Aprogrammable tool bar with 50 different program function icons.

*RSA Data Security, Inc. MD5 Message-Digest Algarithm

MUSTANG Connacting the World ~
SOFWARE Mustang Software, Inc. « 6200 Lake Ming Raad » Bakersfiald, CA 93308
Voies B05-873-2500 « Fax 805.873-2599 « BBS 805-873-2400
World Wide Wab hitp:jlwww mustang.com



Product Review

Bob Weil

PageTools for

PageMaker 1.0 (Windows)

verview

Capitalizing on the fascina-
tion with button bars, Extensis
has joined the legion of compa-

nies that produce add-in software for use
with specific Windows programs. Page-
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Maker, the market leader in PC-based
desktop publishing, seems to have
largely ignored button bar mania. Unlike
most current Windows-based programs,
PageMaker has gotten by with a scant
eight buttons (four of
which are drawing
tools). With Version 5,
Aldus did add a float- A\
ing function bar that
allows the change of
font, font size, lead-
ing, tracking, rotation
and skew. Neverthe-
less, Saving, Opening,
and Printing func
tions must still be ac-
cessed through menu items, unless you
use the keyboard shortcut.

With the advent of PageTools, Page-
Maker users can leap to the forefront of
the customizable button bar craze. To
Extensis’ credit, PageTools does not
merely allow access to PageMaker stan-
dard functions—it contributes ten
additions of its own, plus dozens of page
scripts that perform additional custom
functions.

Installation

PageTools ships with an installation
program that can be launched from the
Program Manager Run command, or by
doubleclicking a:\install.exe in File
Manager. The program located the ap-
propriate Additions subdirectory within
the PageMaker directory, and installed
the software without a problem. The in-
stallation did update my Windows
StartUp group without giving me the
option to bypass the auto-load feature.
Not giving the user the option to refuse
to add a program to the StartUp group
is an unacceptable practice, in my view.

Documentation
The documentation consists of a User

Manual, a Pagescripts Quick Reference
sheet, and a Quick Reference Guide
cleatly describing the ten additions and
the feature set of each. There is a brief
but thorough Troubleshocoting section
of the manual that also
provides helpful informa-
tion about the limita-
tions of some of the addi-
tions. Some of this infor-
mation should more ap-
propriately have ap-
peared in the body of the
manual, such as the fact
that the Print Changed
Pages Only function does
not detect search and re-
place operations or changes in font
choices. The User Manual has no index,
although this can be forgiven in a short
document that is clearly divided by func-
tion.

Product Performance

PageTools integrates smoothly with
PageMaker and, with continued use, be-
came a natural extenston of that prod-
uct. It comes as no surprise that Adobe
Systems (which recently acquired Aldus),
has decided to bundle PageTools with
PageMaker.

The product is so feature-rich and ex-
tensible that it hard to do it justice in a
short review, PageBars brings singleclick
access to over three hundred commands.
The button bars can either float or be
imbedded in any one or all four sides of
the window. Buttons may be easily
dragged onto and off toolbars and can
be readily grouped by type of operation.
Custom toolbars may be designed and
even exchanged freely between users of
the software. One of my favorite features
is one-button access to such special typo-
graphical niceties 2s: ¢, ®, ©, °, ™, ..

(Continued on page 26,




OCIPUG

Orange Coast IBM

For more information on membership and
meetings of the Orange Coast IBM PC User Group
write to OCIPUG at 1500 Adams Avenue, #105,
Costa Mesa, CA 92626; find us ON-LINE, or call;

World Web Page:  httpy//www.webcom.com/ ~ ocipug
the Voice Hot-Line: (714) 662-2939
the BBS: (714) 751-3242

SIG Guide for
September 1995

A Calendar of Special Interest Group
(SIG) Meetings and Special Fvents

The September 23 General Meeting will feature:
*OCIPUG Auction*

*NexGen MotherBoard and CPU*
*AutoDesk CAD Program*

8:40 to 9:00 is Random Access time!
Ask questions and receive answers

Wed Thu Fri Sat
X I 005 Boginers A 1 [0CIPUG Boart Mg 4 85 Now Users A9
(o) Semias Par—— PbeatnsB7 UNix/Linux A7
e B
m Dos & Utifities
7 28 2] 30 3 1 2
« Labor Doy HOLIDAY \
Hofday NO gy | Ao 7| Deskiop Publishing A 7 7 Programming * ¥
WorlPerect Spreadshest Ifetmet
SIG Reports Decdine 516 Motimedin 87 | Pedigree Puruit 87 Windows 954
P 4 5 6 7 8 9
8 DOS Begimers A ! wsOfics? | Datmbase Review®” | 30 Sdih 10
Seminars Financiol Softwore A7 Modem* 7 Network A7 16
E Graphics 87 Geoworks B 7
10 i} 12 13 14 15 &ncﬁpgem
d’ D0S Bedmert ! Sdor H;fehng-
wd Seminars 05/2 Connect A 73 o
(o} Geneology A7 0s/247 Windows 3.1 A7
coreB! Hember Sones 875 | Program Commitee 0CC
Q 18 19 20 2 22 23
005 Begioners | 0C1PUG Board Mg ©5{ 8BS Workshop £ 7 daase A7
Seminars Hambers Wekcsmt Hardware A 75
Personal Finance A7 Publeations B 7
24 5 26 27 28 29 30

Our new facility needs donations of funds and/or materials for
storage cabinets near the restrooms, large capacity hard drives
and Network hardware. Please call the new SIG Improvement
Committee Chairman, Red Davidson @ 714-5480413,
Plcase note the continuing series of DOS for Beginmers
Seminars on Sunday afternoons from 1 to 4 PM, except on
September 3, 1995.

SIG Leaders are needed for the Modem SIG and BBS Workshop.
Contact the new SIG Chairman: Preston Hill @ 714-893-2403

II NOTE Il CALENDAR - KEY /LEGEND

Symbol /Superscript Description
A Meeting is scheduled for SIG Room A
B Meefing is scheduled in SIG Room B
3 Meeting is scheduled in Equipment Room E
{8,9,10..} Meeting will begin a1 8, 9, 10 am respectively
1,3,4,7..} Meeting will begin at 1, 3, 4, 7 pm respectively

{15, 6.5,7.5,...} Meeting will begin at 1:30, £:30, 7:30 pm respectively

OCIPUG Special Interest Group (SIG) Guide



Special Interest Group Meetings

3D Siudio 3" st
SIG Leader; Bob Weil  (714) 548-1859
SIG Leader Daovid Camoll  (714) 775-3130

Support programs such as Photoshop and

Corel Draw will be demonstrated using 3D
Studio.

Ami / Word-Pro 1" Wed
SI6 Leoder: Stan Sabin  (714) 9687307

Update of the newest Windows word proces-
sor (Lotus Word-Pro) will be compared with
AMI Pro, including spell and grammar check-
ing and use of the thesaurus,

BBS Workshop

5IG Leoder:  Leader Needed:
Work party for the BBS. Please leave a message
on the BBS if you want to bring hardware for
diagnosis.

4"' Tue

Database Review 3" Fri
SI6 leader: Ellis Thomas ~ (714) 549-4441
Jon Mather will introduce APPEAL from 6
7PM, and then discuss more advanced uses.
Your personal contacts will be listed in a
database, so bring a disk to copy your result-
ing data. ACCESS for small business use will
end the meeting.

dBASE 4" wed
(oSIG Leoder:  Bob Schmiedeke (714) 5356-1178
(oSiG leoder:  Mox lockie (714) 6440103
Designated Gur:  Tom Toner  (714) 5379175

Tom Toner will present the just-released Vi-
sual dBASE for Windows. With sincere regret,

[ Edinger $‘

Warner

A mm

>/ Il

1520
[ ] . Brookhollow Dr
=5 #38
P\”k
A05 y

Special Interest Group (SIG) Guide

Held ot the OCIPUG SIG Space

but understanding, we announce that Bob
Schmiedeke is retiring as SIG Leader so he
can devote his energy to other areas. Many
Thanks, Bob, for years of service,

Desktop Publishing 1* Thur
SI6 leader: Leoder needed

(oSIG Leoder Bill Spicer  (714)-544-5390
Bill will continue with Page Maker 5.0 that
started at the July SIG. Then Microsoft Pub-
lisher will be demonstrated with emphasis
on techniques used in publishing the SIG
Guide,

DOS and Utilities 1" Sat
$IG Lsoder: Ed Miler  (714) 4709319
(oSiqg leader  Dovid Black (714) 830-7203

Guru; lohn Goodman (714) 895-3195
Help your new Leaders with suggestions for
the $1G topics - for example, Batch Files and
undocumented DOS features.

DOS Beginners Seminars
1:00-4:00 PM Sundays
Seminor Leader:  John Donan (714) 6336616

Seminars started 13 August for new users of
DOS will step thru a basic book at an
attendee-dictated pace. Learn to understand

DOS and use it effectively.
Financial Software 2" Mon
SIG Leoder:  Jonathan Beny(714) 642-5387

Windows version of TreeBased financial
software will be discussed, emphasizing au-
tomatic budgeting and forecasting applica-
tions.

Genealogy 3" Mon
SIG Leader: Stan Sabin (714) 968-7307

Demonstration will continue of new

Windows-based genealogy programs, empha
sizing Echo Lake and Visual Roots fron
Comsoft.

GeoWorks 39Fri
SI6 Leoder: Paul Fuller  (714) 662-7801
SI6 Leoder: Reg Roberts  (714) 642-5399

A beginners Q&A will start, including setug
and configuration tips, with random acces:
and demonstrations following. Bring yow
problems on a disk!

Graphics 2" Thy
SIG Leader. Dave Camoll  (714) 7753130
We will amplify the August General Meeting
presentation of Fractal Dabbler and Designer
for Windows with "hands on" demonstration
of Fractal Design Painter.

Hardware 4" thy
SIG Leader: Bob Basaraba  (714) 559-6539
We will complete our testing of the NexGen
Nx586 motherboard with, we hope, help
from Lee Little,

Internet 2" Fri
SIG Leoder: Joy Benesh  (818) 5680655
(o5IG Leoder:  Steve Codd  (714) 960-1223

A Q&A session will guide us to using the
OCIPUG Home Page. Discussion of the com-
mercial version of Eudora, a popular ofF line
mail reader, will follow and, if time permiits, a
peek at Windows 95 Internet features.

Modem 2" Tue
SIG leoder:  Lender needed:

Pending appointment of a regular SIG Leader,
Mike Springer and Ed Lee will lead a random
access QA session. Bring your problems and
solutions as well as tips and tricks to share.

SIG Space: (Map left). All evening SIGs are held from 7 pm to 10 pm at
our SIG space and corporate headquarters, located at 1520 Brookhollow Drive,

#38 Santa Ana, unless otherwise noted,

The Brookhollow office park is easily accessible via the north and south
Dyer Rd. exits from the 55 Fwy. Abundant well lit parking is available a few
feet from the ground level office door. Please join us, visitors are welcomel!

CCIPUG




Members and Non-Members are

Microsoft Office 2" Thu
SIG Leoder: Ken Kamber  (714) 637-4496
Bring your questions, tips, and tricks to an
*Early Bird" session; followed by a tutorial for
Microsoft Word. VCR training tapes will be
shown. We will close with more advanced dis-
cussion and applications of MS Word.

Multimedia 1*'Wed
SIG Leoder: Dave Camoll  (714) 775-3130
SI6 leoder: Richord Willams (714) 8918795

There will be 2 general review of Microsoft's
Bookshelf 95 for Windows 95. Come learn
about the latest adventures with Windows 95.

Network 2" Wed
SIG Leader: Michele Miller (714) 8429925
(oSIG leader:  Ken Komber  (714)-437-4496
Networking for Windows 95 will be demon-

strated along with a Microsoft video.

New User/New Member 1*'Sat
SI6 Leader: John Lunsford  (714) 9950947
This the first of a four-part series to introduce
you to computers and their effective use. You
may begin with any part. September will start
from scratch and cover the basics of comput-

ers. Ask questions freely!
0s/2 3" Tues
SIG leoder:  Steve Schiffiman (714)531-0376

Designated Guru:  Gary Gronat ~ (714) 7310457
We wil examine the OS/2 fine tuning process
to get the most out of your O5/2, DOS and
Windows programs. We will install VISO and
tweak Windows and OS/2 settings for opti-
mum efficiency of this Windows application.

0S/2 Connect 4" Fri
SIG leoder  Bob Basaraba  (714) 559-6539

We will discuss various set-ups; including

Welcome at all SIGs
ond Monthly General Mestings

pros/cons of installing on an extended DOS
partition, a primary DOS partition, or an
HPFS OS/2 partition. Why use O5/2's
BOOT Manager? Can OS/2 WARP co-exist
with Windows 957

Pedigree Pursuit 1" Thur
SIG Leoder Preston Hill (714) 893-2403
Members  will  demonstrate  import-

ing/exporting genealogical data from and to
the Internet, AOL, Gente, and other on-line
services.

Personal Finance 4™ Tue
SIG leader:  MaxLockie (714) 6440103
New capabilities for QuickBooks for Win-

dows will be demonstrated; including time
tracking, estimating, and advanced job cost-

ing,
Programming 2" sat
SIG Leader Francis Reed {714)-733-1750

We will explore Borland's Delphi rapid ap-
plication development software that includes
an Object Pascal compiler, 75 reusable visual
components, and the Borland Database en-
gine.

Spreadsheet 1" Tue
SI6 Leader: Neil Carmen (714) 964-190)
"Spreadsheet Basics for Beginners, Part I" will
follow a random access Q&A session for in-
termediate and advanced spreadsheet users.
October will continue with "Part 11",
UNIX/LINUX 1" Fri
(oSi6 leader.  lim Cymer (714) 840-8238
(oSIG leader Jim Pienctt (714) 4724919
We will install LINUX stepby-step, includ-
ing recompiling the kernel and configuring
for X-Windows. As a bonus, LINUX CD-
ROM packages will be available at an incredi-
bly low cost.

———

- Monthly General Meetings
OCIPUG meets in the Science Hall of Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa
at 9 a.m. on the fast Saturday of every month, unless otherwise noted. Parking
is available on campus lots off Adams, Merrimac and Fairview (Map right).
Find us on the World Wide Web @ bitp//www.webcom.com/~ ocipug
Call our voice Hotline (714) 662-2939 for scheduled events.

OCIPUG Special Interest Group (SIG) Guide

Windows 3.1 3" Wed
SI6 Leader: tdles  (714) 8971347
CoSIG Lender:  Roberta Klein  (310)-596-8067

Initial "On-screen" Q&A will be followed by
demonstration, with the help of a volunteer.
of the benefits, and possible pitfalls, of using
“resource managers”

Windows 95 2" sat
SIG Leader: Edlee  (714) 897-1347
An extended Q&A session will resolve prob-
lems encountered when installing Windows
95. A volunteer will demonstrate installing
and un-installing Windows 95 applications.
Bring a virusfree formatted 3.5" disk to ex-
change for a disk with useful tips, tricks and
“freeware" tools.

WordPerfect 1* Mon
SIG Leader: leff Sinn  (714) 7752390
(oSIG leader:  Dick Boznik  (714) 669-8974
(oSIG Leader:  George Austin  (310) 375-7213

There will be no September SIG because of
Labor Day holiday.

General Meeting  Saturday
Sept 23, @ 9:00 AM,

Springer Random Access
NexGen Q&A
AvtoDesk Q&A
Break
Prex for Candidates Annourxements
(induding floor nominations)
Awction Starts  11:00 a.m,
OCIPUG Board Meeting
Monday September 25 @ 6:30 p.m.
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oCiruG Membership information

Orange Coast IBM-PC User
all-volunteer

¢ country, Qyr
with an Opportunity to
assistance whep, needed.

An individuai

Access to OCIPUGY online services; a locaj Bulletin

Board (BBS) and our World Wide Web Site:
bttp:\\ww.webcom.com\~ocipug

A Support Group help line,

To become an OCIPUG member,

application below and mail it to;
OCiruG
1500 Adams
#105
Costa Mesa, ca 92626

To request further information, Please cail:

(714) 662-2939

Avenye

Group (OCIPUG), a non-profit
Organization, was formed in 1985 and has since
€Ccome one of the largest and most respected user groups in
PUrpose is to provide computer enthusiagts
gain related knowledge ang offer

the drawing a¢ the monthly Generaj

Please complete the

Benefits of OCIPUG Membership
OCIPUG s 4 valuable resource for
to assist with software

meetings  we  often host
Mmanufacturers [jke Microsoft,
who send their representatives o demonstrate theiy L
Products. Some of our other guest Speakers provide stgnific
insight into Current hardware angd software issues that affect
industry 35 5 whole,
OCIPUG online seryices include 2 BBS, (714) 751-3242, wh
funs at speeds of UP to 14.4Kbps, and 4 World Wide %
homepage which Contains usefu) information about the gro
and educationy) resources, We also carry a full line of pub
domain apd shareware software available at our Gene
eetings,
OCiruG publishes its owp newsletter Readme Dog, whic
contains interesting and informative arej
reviews, We publish articles by OCIPUG
interesting reprints from
around the country,
more than twenty-five SIGs held at various time,
during the month. These $§IGs focus on , specific area g
computing and ofien host speakers with expertise i that field,
It would be hard to find such an abundance of
anywhere that is g0 readily avajlable o all
it alf! Why not join today?

members ap
Bewsletters of other user group

—

City _—___—-
Starie:

Home Phone: -

Work Phone: -~

Hfamily membership, # of Family Members: _
Family Names:

Q Renewal (J Information Update

¥ new, | heard about OCIPUG from:
—_—
Membership applied for:

Q Student (requires verification)

Q Individyof $45.00/yr
Donation §

$25.00/yr

Q Family $60.00/yr
Total Enclosed $

e 808 xnQ 286 (A1)
0 4865x Q486 O 554

Special 'nterest Group (SIG) Guide




Product Review

Denise Werner

Encarta ‘95

encountered two problems as [

attempted to write this review.

First, much like with the ency-

clopedia itself, I did not know
where to begin and, once started, I did
not know when to stop. That leads me to
my second problem—unfortunately, I
had to force myself to stop playing with
Encarta long enough to write this re-
view!

Microsoft describes Encarta ‘95 as
“The Complete Interactive Multimedia
Encyclopedia.” That is a generally accu-
rate description. Specifically, Encarta ‘95
15 26,000 articles, 6,055 still pictures, 899
sounds, 475 maps, 275 charts, 83 anima-
tions, 29 media clips, and 6 interactivi-
ties. Sounds impressive doesn’t it? It is,
and that’s not all. Encarta ‘95 also in-

Readme.Doc

cludes a world at-
las, a time line his-
tory of the world
and an educational
game, Mindmaze.
In addition to all
of this information
Encarta includes
some terrific on-
line productivity
tools such as a the-
saurus, a dictio-
nary, notemarks,
back list and links
to the word proces-
sor of your choice.
I will describe some
of the features in detail but, first, the
installation.

Encarta installs with a typical Win-
dows installation. The encyclopedia per-
manently stored on CD-ROM requires a
modest (by today’s standards) 3.5 MB of
hard disk space. I caused the only prob-
lem encountered by not reading the sys-
tem requirements prior to installation. |
did not have the necessary 256 color
video driver installed. That problem
remedied, it worked like a champ.

The documentation includes a 27-
page booklet and a quick reference card.
The user’s guide briefly describes setup,
how to navigate in Encarta, highlights of
each feature, copying and printing, and
support information. Encarta’s docu-
mentation relies heavily on on-line help
and the invaluable learning tool, trial
and error. The Encarta interface is so
intuitive, my 14 year old daughter had
no problem jumping right in. (In her
case, the annoying lack of fear works
every time.)

I had no need to test Microsoft's sup-
port for Encarta. However, the support
options include 24 hour electronic sup-
port through CompuServe, Internet ac-
cess to the Microsoft Knowledge Base,

and standard support Monday through
Friday from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m at 206-635-
7172,

Where to begin? Encarta far exceeded
my expectations in terms of aesthetics. It
15 the most beautifully designed product
I have ever seen. Don’t underestimate
the power of aesthetics—this product
draws you in, and it does not disappoint.
The Encarta articles are the complete
text of the Funk and Wagnalls New En-
cyclopedia. The articles, organized into
nine major categories and 94 subcate-
gories by subject, offer a cache of intro-
ductory information on a broad range
of topics. Encarta provides several meth-
ods of searching for the information you
need. There is a2 Find feature that
searches all categories by word. You can
look for the exact word, a zear match, or
use the Boolean search terms or, and, or
not. You can easily navigate through the
categories and pinpoint articles, multime-
dia elements associated with a subject,
maps, or all articles on a subject within
a specific time frame chosen from a time
line.

When you select an article, Encarta

(Continued on page 28)




Product Review

Ed Lee

OS/2 Warp with
WIN-OS/2, Version 3

Part IT

s I continued with the install
process, I could use the F1 key

to get online help which, like

the written instructions, 1s very

good. One of the choices I had to make
was whether [ wanted the OS/2 partition
formatted as HPFS (High Performance
File System) or FAT, That's a no-bratner,
right? I mean, wouldn't any reasonable
person select bigh performance over FAT?
Now is a good time to mention a
third-party book that I find invaluable:
Your 0S/2 Warp Consultant by Herb
Tyson (SAMS Publishing 2d ed.). My
read on what Mr. Tyson has to say on
this is that the High Performance File
System is faster and less subject to frag-
mentation. He does go on to say, how-
ever, that the real benefit is seen in parti-
tions of 60 MB and over. He also says
that the speed difference between HPFS
and FAT isn't really noticeable when you
employ a disk cache with the DOS FAT

system. Since my OS/2 partition is 123
MB, [ elected to go with HPES. The only
possible downside was that I would not
be able to see this partition when I
baoted from real DOS, but I also consid-
ered that—for other reasons—to be a plus.

Once that was done, the system
restarted, and I was in GUI (Graphical
User Interface) land where 1 was pre-
sented with the Sys-
tem  Configura-
tion. This version
of 0OS/2—unlike
my previous adven-
tures with other
versions—did  an
excellent job of de-
tecting and sctting
up my hardware. It
properly identified
my CD-ROM,
which is a propri-
etary drive. It also
detected and set up
my $3 video and
Sound Blaster cards with aplomb. Later
on in the installation process, I was even
warned that certain defaults were used. [
was given the opportunity (and took it}
to verify those settings. I checked the
DMA channels, interrupt levels and port
addresses. All were perfect. The only en-
try I had to set up manually—which was
to be expected—was the printer, and that
was no problem. It's obvious that IBM
did a lot of work on this release. A much
wider range of hardware support cou-
pled with an improved installation pro-
gram make installing this version, if not
easy, easier.

With that done, [ was given the op-
portunity to select the components I
wanted to install. Not only could I select
the major categoties, but individual fea-
tures within the major categories as well.
(Actually, if I remember correctly, every-
thing is selected, and you actually dese-
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lect those features you do not want 1t
stalled.) The install program tracks ho
much space is available (on the partitio:
you select to install into} and how muc:
disk space is required for the feature
selected. Perhaps you don't use Window
and have no intention of using Wir
dows applications. You could deselec
WIN-OS/2 and save 6.51 MB of dis
space, which is ©
actly what I did o
my last installatior
{I did a total of si
for this review.) Th
installation  prc
gram will, by d
fault, add existin
programs (a
ready on the disk
to the desktop.
deselected this of
tion because, base
on previous exper
ence, | knew tha
some of my applic:
tions would not set up properly. {
would later on set them up individuall
using the Add Programs tool.) Fror
here, the installation proceeded to con
pletion with little intervention requirec
It ended in an apparently perfect insta
lation, and the system restarted withou
any problem.

The very first thing I did when O8/
started was open the O$/2 System folde:
click System Setup, and finally Crea
Utility Diskettes. These diskettes (three i
my case) can help correct problems if th
computer cannot be started from th
hard disk (something, I suppose, akin t
a DOS boot disk).

Next up—the OS/2 Tutorial. | genc
ally hate tutorials, but this one is ver
good and, after completing it, | estal
lished a good knowledge base to buil

(Continued on page I.




Book Review

Jeanne Zepeda

WordPerfect for Windows Answers:
Certified Tech Support

his soft-cover book presents the

342 most important and fre-

quently asked questions of the

technical support experts at
Corporate Software Inc. (CSI). It pro-
vides software users, new or experienced,
suffering through the frustrations of up-
grading, with solutions to help them un-
derstand and effectively use WordPerfect
for Windows Release 6. Although writ-
ten mainly for WordPerfect for Win-
dows Release 6, some questions relate to
WordPerfect 5.2, 0S/2, and network ver-
sions.

Answers has been beautifully designed
with an abundance of illustrations,
tcons, borders, tables, and shading which
makes the manual visually attractive.
Since desktop publishing is one of my
interests, I found myself turning pages

Just to see what was next.

There is both 2 table of contents and
a subject index. The contents section
lists all of the questions by topic. The
questions and answers are organized by
chapter and category; for example,
Chapter 1 is Top Ten Tech Terrors.
Other chapters include Installation and
Startup, Formatting, Layout, Writing
Tools, Printing, Tables, Graphics, Shar-
ing Data, Merges, Macros and Tem-
plates, Customization, Special Features,
and More Tricks and Techniques.

Each answer provides an explanation,
and, if appropriate, steps you through
the solution in a brief and clear fashion.
The following are sample questions:

* "Even though I have created direc-
tories for different types of documents,
it is still difficult to locate files I use
frequently. Are there any other options
in WordPerfect that can help?”

= "I there a way to load WordPer-
fect before loading Windows?”

* "How can I get more than one
bullet on a line in a bulleted list?”

* "Can I create a style using existing
text that I have already formatted?”

* "Is there some way to easily insert
page numbers i the format 'Page X of

Y,' where X is the current page and Y is
the total number of pages for the docu-
ment?”

* "Can I print both landscape and
portrait orientation on the same page?”

* "When I add a macro to a Button
Bar button, the button displays the word
"Macro." Can [ change this text to show
which macro the button will start?”

=  "What is the abbreviations feature
and how would [ use it?”

* "Can I add rows to my table with-
out using the menu?”

* "What file formats for spread-
sheets does WordPerfect for Windows
support?”

* "Can I select which records to
merge if [ don't want to merge the entire

data file?”

* "What are delay codes and how do
they work?"

In summary, this is a useful book for
busy people. I am presently undergoing
transition from WordPerfect 5.1 and
have found it quite helpful. In my opin-
ion, this subject matter was an excellent
choice for publication. &

on. It covers OS/2 Basics, Applications,
Objects, Customizing, Multimedia, etc.
Each major category has subcategories.
For instance, under OS/2 Basics, there
are 17 subcategories. The tutorial pro-
vides the means to practice the current
topic, have OS/2 demonstrate how it's
done and/or get advice on how experi-
enced OS/2 users might handle the task.

One of the components I elected to

install was the Productivity Tools and
Games. The tools consist of a Clipboard
Viewer, Enhanced Editor, Icon Editor,
0OS/2 System Editor, Picture Viewer,
Pulse (a system monitor), and Seek and
Scan Files. I've only spent a short time
exploring these tools, but it was easy to
ascertain that, for me, the Clipboard
Viewer, both editors and Seek and Scan
Files are productive tools to have on

hand,

I'm going to break this off here but
will conclude the review in the third in-
stallment in which I will cover some ex-
periences with installing and unin-
stalling OS/2 features, installing and
running Windows applications and, fi-
nally, the Bonus Pak which includes
some great Internet tools.

Readme.Doc Page 17



Product Review

Josephine J. Wilde

Microsoft Money for Windows 3.0

The manual's first chapter lists page
numbers for descriptions of the various
tasks that Money can perform. These
include printing checks, reports and

charts, giving reminders of regular bills
and upcoming transactions, providing
classifications for organizing finances
for household members, rental proper-
ties, or charity projects, converting for-
eign currency amounts, organizing all
kinds of bank accounts, and keeping
records for cash transactions and real
estate, personal assets, credit card and
charge accounts, and transfers of money
between accounts. For loans, one can
keep records of borrowed money or
money lent, and compare different inter-
est rates, loan amounts, points and loan
fees. Investment accounts, either owned
or contemplated, can be listed showing
amount, dividends or sales. One can
make reports quickly to track invest-
ment value, performance, price history
and capital gains. One can, with Money,
use online services to issue checks, up-
date one's bank account records, transfer
money and do other banking tasks at
home. Money helps set up a budget and
track it, and tracks net worth. It can help
prepare for tax time all year by listing
taxable income and deductible expenses.
A password of choice can keep files pri-
vate. Backup files can be created.

New features in Money 3.0 include
investment management, use of online
services for electronic bill paying, bank-
ing and investment price updating, Fi-
nancial Wizards for saving or retirement

goal setting, account interest estimatios
and mortgage loan shopping. A revisec
loan calculator makes it easy to compar
different loans and explore the effects o
making extra payments.

All Money's reports, charts, anc
graphs can be exported to a separate file
or to an integrated program such as
Works for Windows. Balancing bank
statements is helpful because Money
keeps a running total on all checks and
deposits; that makes it easy to reconcile
a bank statement, or even to discover
quickly that the bank is wrong!

The installation went smoothly with
no glitches.

The manual proved to be quite easy to
follow. Each chapter begins with a short |
foreword explaining what information
will be covered and then covers it. A
sentence or two explaining why a process
would be useful proved to be a boon to
this reviewer. Lots of photographs of
screens were used with many arrows to
illustrate a point. The wide margins have
lots of tips, which are very helpful. Ex-
planations of terms were provided as
they came up in the manual; these were
congise yet complete.

This simple program has many bene-
fits for a home accounting system and
perhaps even for a small business. It is
an excellent buy. &
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