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President's Message

Ed Lee

This, my last message—like my first mes-
sage—as President, will be short.

I became a member of OCIPUG in
1991, and, very truthfully, [ cannot say
enough good things about the group or
its members.

The very first member I ever called for
help 15 a gentleman by the name of
Michael Weirman. As it turns out, we
now work in the same department-for
the same company.

John Goodman, who helped me under-
stand the basic elements of managing
memory—John, I think, has a gift. He
could very easily befuddle many of us
with highly technical information, but,
to his credit I think, he understands the
person he is addressing and constructs
his answers accordingly. And Michael
Springer—I don’t know where to start
except to say, Michael, it’s been a plea-
sure.

To Paul Fuller, without your shoulder
to cry on and support, I probably would
have fallen by the wayside. To Roberta
Klein, my friend, for enduring when
most others would not have. To those
members of the executive board who
supported me, even when they may have

been disappointed with what I did or
did not do, I thank you. To all the com-
mittee chairs, and to the members of
those committees, thank you for all your
hard work. For every SIG leader, co-SIG
leader and gurx, thank you for commit-
ting the time to help us all become more
proficient users. For all those volunteers
who helped whenever and however they
could without wanting and/or expect-
ing a lot of accolades, to those mem-
bers of the Support Group, who rarely
receive recognition, a very special thank
you.

For all the members who attended the
Windows 3.1 and 95 SIGs, I thank and
congratulate you for dealing with my
ramblings. Being a SIG leader, by the
way, was the most personally rewarding
endeavor that I undertook as a member
of QCIPUG.

Finally, for all those members who called
me for technical advice and ended up
getting mumbo jumbo—thanks.

If there is anything [ can say without res-
ervation about this past year, it's that it
has been interesting.

Goodbye and take care,

Ed

Readme.Doc Page 1



General Meeting

Alan M. Liebschutz

November Program

To be held on November 23, 1996 at 9:00 a.m. at the Orange Coast College Science Hall

Software Presentations

For the November general meeting, we will
have a software presentation from Microsoft
on two of its newest Home Products, Encarta
97 and Publisher 97, and its newest Internet
Explorer (v3.0). From Intuit, a brand new
Quicken will be discussed—so new, in fact,
that specific technical information has not
been released. And the third topic for the
general meeting will be from Dracos Istrate
on PC maintenance.

Microsoft Products

Encarta 97 Encyclopedia for Windows
Encarta 97 extends its content to related in-
formation services, including online up-
dates and online information programming.
The changes in Encarta 97 include:

* Adictionary, to allow locking up defini-
tions and terminology.

* World Wide Web Links permits users to
get more in-depth, specific, and current in-
formation on thousands of topics. Web
Links also help a user explore a topic from
an initial Web site (jumping off point) to
related sites.

* For a one-time fee of $19.95, 18 months
of monthly downloads are available to keep
the encyclopedia’s information current,
Microsoft Encarta editors update and delete
links monthly by this means, allowing us-
ers to keep pace with the rapidiy changing
landscape of the Web. Over 40 articles can
be downloaded each month from the

Internet into the Encarta Workbook and
integrated with the CD content.

¢ Articles can be quickly located with the
new Pinpointer, enabling users to quickly
find updated information from Yearbook
files or Web Links.

* Charts and tables have been redesigned
to make it casier for a user to navigate
through long tables, understand the data,
and select, copy and paste it into a research
report.

Publisher 97 CD Deluxe

Publisher 97 is designed to create effective,
high-impact publications and Web sites for
all your projects—business, home, club and
school. Page Wizard design assistants guide
you step-by-step to create brochures, news-
letters, flyers, Web sites, postcards, business
cards, labels, banners, stationery and enve-
lopes, calendars and business forms.

Publisher includes clip art, fonts, borders
design elements and templates. In addition,
more content is available online with Clip
Gallery Live, an optional Internet service.
You can use WordArt special text effects,
rotate elements, add gradient fills, start ar-
ticles with fancy first letters and even recolor
clip art.

Publisher is consistent, integrates well, and
uses the same menu bars, rulers, and short-
cuts as Word and other Microsoft Office
programs.

Internet Explorer Version 3.0

Internet Explorer 3.0 allows the creating of
programmable, active content and applica-
tions for the Internet:

= ActiveX controls for interaction on the
Internet and allowing the building of
Internet applications.

* Support for ActiveX documents, such as
Excel Worksheets, on the Internet.

* Support for ActiveX scripting language
to create interactive pages in HTML.

* Built-in multimedia support and ActiveX
multimedia controls.

Version 3.0 provides private and secure com-
merce and communications:

* Secure communications through Secure
Sockets layer 2.0 and 3.0 create secure chan-
nels and encrypt communications

» Safely download software programs with
3.0°s support for code signing, which lets
you identify who published the software
before you download it and verify that there
has been no tampering with it.

Use the latest technology to communicate
and collaborate with other people for fun
and business with Net Meeting, Internet
Mail, Internet News, and Multilanguage
Support.

Easy, personalized exploring:

* Customize you browser’s tool bar, favor-
ite folder, and Home Page.

* Keyboard commands to explore the Web
and to adjust screen fonts,

* Support for limiting access to sites by
parents.

Intuit—Quicken and Financial Planner
Quicken can help you with your taxes, your
budgets, your checkbook, and your stock
accounts. “It puts you in control of your fi-
nancial future,” modestly says Quicken evan-
gelist Richard Katz, who purports to be “ac-
counting impaired.” He says, “Even I can
use it.” Richard will discuss Quicken for
online banking.

In addition to Quicken, Richard will show
us Quicken Financial Planner v2.0, which
does a step-by-step financial plan that lets
you know how long you have to reach your
goals. It allows you to do whar if scenarios
and even has a solver function.

(continued on page 1)
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140th General Meeting

Harv Haight

September Report

An interesting random access session hosted
by Guru Michael Springer started things
going at 8:30 a.m. on September 28th. Most
of the questions submitted prior to the ses-
sion focused on Windows 95; they led to
more from the floor. At 9:00 a.m., Vice Presi-

September 28, 1996

dent Paul Fuller opened a brief business ses-
ston during which nominees (a lot of ‘em}
each stood in front of the membership to
present a sales pitch for 45 seconds. Nomi-
nation Chair Ed Miller acted as moderator;
business was terminated by a motion from

John Squirrell, seconded by Stan Sabin,

Before he started his stint as auctioneer,
Steve Gibson of Gibson Research took the
occasion for a few remarks about
Microsoft’s Windows 95 and NT 4.0. Steve
has seldom pulled his punches in his col-
umns; he didn’t here either. While he mar-
vels at the inner workings of Windows 95
and big brother NT 4.0, he pointed out nu-
merous times when and places where Bill's
marketeers plain stretched the truth without
mercy. The big one was to claim that Win-
dows 95 is simple to use; most club mem-
bers agreed with him. A sccond was that
DOS has been retired: DOS is very present
in \WINDOWS\COMMAND and else-
where. Steve found the same source code in
NT Server and Workstation, despite com-
pany claims to the contrary. He pointed out
the 2GB handicap with 16-bit partitions and
the enormous cost of the present large clus-
ter sizes; the new Build 1111 (SR2), with its
32-bit FAT, permits still larger partitions with
a cluster size of only 4 KB.

The auction itself, while adding to club cof-
fers, was somewhat less exciting than were
previous auctions. A basic mistake, recog-
nized quite vocally by many members, was
to take prices quoted by CompUSA as typi-
cal street, They sure enough weren't. Program
Chair Alan Liebschutz, who set low limits
for starting bids, was forced often to lower
his sights; in some cases, he withdrew offer-
ings for future drawings (there was no draw-
ing this session). An interesting note—once
bidding started, responses were very healthy,
almost to a realistic street level.

Steve did a good job, and he was backed by
a panel of helpers we all recognized but
whose names | couldn’t document. All club
members join me tn profuse thanks for their
help. And a big hand to Alan and members
of his committee who helped collect the good:

ies, B
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The Search for Computer Furniture

I really like my new Pentium Pro 200 sys-
tem, but, as I reported last month, owninga
full tower system is not without a few logis-
tical problems. My computer hutch is not
high enough to place a full tower case un-
derneath. [ also can’t fit my 17-inch MAG
monitor into any of the spaces in the hutch,
I decided to keep the hutch for my old 486
system. Meanwhile, I temporarily placed the
monitor and speakers on a small student
desk along with my laser printer. I placed
the keyboard on top of the tower case and
must type on top of my lap. This will not
dol

I looked at the offerings from Staples, Best
Buy, Office Depot, Best, OfficeMax, Wickes
and Levitz without satisfaction. Who designs
the computer furniture? My den is only 11
fect by 12 feet, and these corner hutches take
up practically the entire room. Many of these
computer desks have a keyboard slide, but
the slide is wide enough to accommedate a
keyboard only. Since when am [ going to do
my computing with the keyboard at a lower
level than my mouse? Many of the larger
units have three pieces and place the key-
board slide in the oddest places.

Some units have a nook to put the CPU case
inside, but they can only hold a minitower
or a mid-tower at most. Many of the over-
head hutches have many nooks and cubby
holes but no place to store books or media.
Imagine that! The price for 2 decent com-
puter furniture unit can take your breath
away. | saw some very nice units running at
$799, but the unit that came closest to my
ideal listed for $1299! [ can buy a good
Pentium system for that kind of money,

I was shopping at Price Club, and [ decided
to take a peek at their office furniture. A unit
by Ameriwood Furniture caught my eye.

Herb's
Hangout

Herb Huey

This unit is a five-foot wide desk with a hutch
rising up to five and one-half feet. It has a
large keyboard slide for my big Microsoft
Natural keyboard and mouse. It has a large
drawer unit and a printer slide. The hutch
has nice touches like a CD-ROM rack and a
large shelf area for books. The central area
is big enough for a 21-inch monitor. Best of
all, the price 1s only $179.

I went to pick it up with my brother-in-law
with his truck. As we were moving the large
two-box carton, | muttered that this thing
feels ltke it’s more than 200 pounds. How
right [ was, because when I broke the bind-
ing [ found out that it weighs 273 pounds!
It took over a week to get the unit together.
When I got the desk unit together without a
hutch or any drawers, the desktop was al-
ready at 150 pounds. I checked the fit of my
tower, and it was 1 % inches higher than
the keyboard drawer. My wife suggested that
I place the unit on 2 x 4s, which 15 distaste-
ful to me.

How could I raise the unit by two inches
and make the unit easy to move? [ thought
about this, and then it hit me—casters! |

rushed to Home Depot and bought six cast-
ers rated at 100 pounds each. I quickly in-
stalled the casters, and the unit can be moved
by my wife, and my tower fits neatly under
the keyboard drawer. Now, why do I need
600 pounds of load-bearing capability? Well,
the unit is already 273 pounds, and the
monitor is another 50 pounds. There will
be a laser printer, books and software on
the hutch. You get the idea.

The rest of the installation was uneventful
until [ tried to install the drawer unit. It was
a tight fit; { shoved the drawer in, and the
ball bearing sleeve felt off, bearings and all!
[ called Ameriwood, and they shipped a free
replacement within a week. This is one big
piece of furniture, and the quality is evident
in the heavy pieces. However, there are some
design shortfalls. The hutch is placed on top
of the desk unit, and is only held in place by
the cardboard back piece, The long top shelf
is only held by two screws and bows out. |
also think that casters should be an integral
part of this unit.

Signing Off—A Storage Dilemma

Right now, I don’t have any backup capa-
bility on my Pentium Pro system. I have been
looking at lomega’s 1GB Jaz drive. I would
like to get the $499 external drive, so I can
swap between computers. The trouble is that

(continued on page 20)
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VOTE! THE FUTURE OF OCIPUG
IS IN YOUR HANDS!

Tony Dopazo

America s a land where a atizen will cross the ocean o fight for democracy and won’t cross the stresl to vote in an election.

In the last issue of Readme.Doc, we attempted to impress upon our
membership the importance of election participation, and to ex-
plain the procedures essential for a successful election by an informed
membership.

Since then, you have had an opportunity to see and meet many of
the candidates, and to hear a brief statement from those candidates
present at our last general meeting. In this issue of Readme Doc, you
are presented with written statements from many of the candidates.
We urge you to read their statements, question them, and question
other members for knowledge of the candidates.

Some of you have already mailed your ballot. We applaud your par-

-Bill Vaughn

ticipation. Others are considering the candidates and are still at work
completing the ballot. We applaud your careful effort, and antici-
pate the return of your ballot. For those that have yet to decide, laid
the ballot aside, or just do not think your vote important, please
read again the opening quotation.

There is still time to mark your ballot and place it in the mail. Do it
now. Do not delay. It is important. The future of OCIPUG is in
your hands!

If you far! to vote, and the candidates of your choice are not elected,
you have no right to fault the system.

OCIPUG 1996 Election Candidates

President: l
Kenneth Kamber #0617
Rudy Wolf #1472
Vice President:
Alan Liebschutz #2234
Douglas Nowlin #1006
Secretary:
Terry De Witt #2914
Morris Fier #3155
Treasurer:
Larry Pearce #1344
Director:
Richard Armenteros #2869
Richard Black #1818
Chet Brisco #1125
Herb Carlson #2068
James Clymer #1553

Director:
Rex Combs #1364
Nino Cotela #2802
Larry Courter #1388
Donna De Jong #2362
Richard Hunter #2737
Jim Kirkpatrick #1653
Richard Nelson #0793
Leonard Robertson #3186
Paul Scandlyn #2455
Arlene Solomon #1099
Dean Sowers #0943
John Squirrell #1039
David Wintle #2505
Jonathan Wirth #3035
C. Edward Wolfe #3273
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CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

President

Present QCIPUG positions: Dhrector,
BBS Committee Chairman, MS Office
SIG Leader, Internetworking Commit-
tee Member, SIG Operations Commit-
tee Member, Asst. Network SIG

Leader.

My first priority will be for OCIPUG
members. Questions will be asked at
meetings to determine member needs,
desires and suggestions. I wish to em-
power Committee Chairmen so they
have the tools to do their job. I would
like the OCIPUG Board to give gen-
eral guidance and make fewer opera-

Douglas Nowlin
Vice-President

Failure to attract and include
younger members s organiza-
tional suicide! I am a candidate
for the office of Vice President.
[ was President or Vice President
of the Rackwell computer club
for ten years, and also a Direc-
tor of the QOrange County
Apple Computer club. [ have
some ideas about recruiting new
members I would like to imple-
ment. Remember, the club we
save may be our own.

]
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Rudy Wolf
President

OCIPUG is the only Computer
Club in Orange County that allows
multiple SIG meetings throughout
the manth, yet our membership is
decreasing. We must try to find out
what Users are looking for inaclub
so that we can provide it. We have
competition from the TV, Radio,
Newspapers, in addition computers
are easier to use. [f we want to sur-
vive we must meet the needs of the
community. Let me help.
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Alan Liebschutz
Vice-President

For two years serving as OCIPUG as
Program Chair and Director, [ have
increased vendor donations of both
hardware and software for our annual
Auction from $1500 to $18,000 to
$26,000 this year. This results in in-
creased income allowing us to better
serve our community and members.

Experience as Department Manager for
several aerospace and electronic com-
panies, along with my service to
OCIPUG, provides the requisite expe-
rience, knowledge, and exhibited com-
mitment to serve as your Vice President.

J

Terry De Witt
Secretary

Having served our group for
the past year in the position
of Secretary, I have found it
enjoyable and challenging. [
wish to continue serving our
group for the next term.
Thank you.
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Morris Fier
Secretary

Born in Toronto, Canada, Attended
Grade and High School there. Served
with the Royal Canadian and Royal Air
Forces in England, Sicily, and ltaly dur
ing the Second World War. In 1945 at
tended the University of Torento anc
graduated with a Medical Degree ir
1950. Spent the next seven years in pos
graduate training in Cleveland anc
California and began my medical prac
tice in Newport Beach in Thoracic anc
General Surgery in 1957, 1 retired u
1994.
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CANDIDATE STATEMENTS
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Larry Pearce
Treasurer

OCIPUG has devoted consid-
erable effort in developing a
realistic and meaningful oper-
ating budget for the new fiscal
year, representing only the third
budget put together by the
club. A lot of work is still re-
quired to put in place financial
and budgetary procedures and
practices that the Treasurer
must initiate and point the way.
A good job needs an experi-
enced and willing Treasurer. [
believe I can do the job and ask
for your vote,

AT A R R R R,
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Chet Brisco
Director

I do not remember when [ joined
OCIPUG (my membership num-
ber is 1125), but over the years |
have benefited from attending the
Saturday morning meetings, the
SIG sessions, and from help by
some very knowledgeable mem-
bers. It is time that I gave some-
thing in return. I hope [ will be
able to do that as member of the
Board of Directors. By the way,
before I got my computer, I was a
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lawyer. )
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Richard Armenteros

Director
I have been in the User Group for
about two years. The knowledge
and information I have received
has been invaluable. I also want
to give to this User Group and
have been Internet SIG leader for
about six months. As a Director
I hope to be able to do even more.
Thank You.

AR,
%

Herb Carlson
Director
Hember #2068

Statement not available.

/
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Richard Black
. o Direcror
Six-year OCIPUG member; Readme. Doc
SIG reports and product reviews, DOS
S1G Co-leader.
easons for running:
.user groups work when the members

1]

2 =

tve as well as take. Indeed, the more you
tve to the group and its members, the
more you'll learn and benefit from it.”
(John Goodman, Memory Managenent
For All of U5)
“You're a masochist”
{(Mac-using friends)
Help...
...a masochist learn and benefit.
...me help you learn and benefit,

...elect me to the Board. )

g
]
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James Clymer
Director

My name is James Clymer and
I am currently serving as Co-
Leader of the Linux/UNIX
SIG and also, on the Internet-
working Committee. I have
been involved with computers
since 1972 and [ feel the fu-
ture of computers lies in net-
working. [ would like an op-
portunity to bring OCIPUG
into the future with network-
ing. Thanks for your support.
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Rex Combs

Director

dards of OCIPUG,
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I have been a member of OCIPUG
since Dec. *88. It and the members
have been a great help to me and
would like to give something back.
Experience includes six years on
936-home homeowner association
board with two as president. Cur-
rently 1 am serving on the Base
Closure committee in Tustin, I
understand the responsibilities
boards face and will work with the
others to keep up the high stan-

_/

Jim Kirkpatrick
Director

] have belonged to OCIPUG since
February 1990. I have lived and
worked in this area for many years
and served in leadership positions
with other notfor-profit groups.
This group is fortunate to have so
many experts among its SIG and
Board leaders; but some times ¢x-
perts in their enthusiasm outrun
the pack. If elected, 1 would be a
voice for the non experts saying
“don’t forget us little people.”

.\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\.\\\\\\\\\\\\\\.\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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Nino Cotela
’ Director
He knows how to help the club to
new heights and greatly increased
efficiency thru mastering the art of
leadership. He explains how effi-
ciency of operations adds up to suc-
cess. He helps companies achieve
their individual goals.

A dynamic professional speaker and
motivation specialist, he also con-
ducts seminars for business owners
and managers. He knows what it takes
to run a profitable business. For
many years he owned and operated

|
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Richard Hunter
Director
My name is Richard Hunter
(2737), and I am a candidate for
QCIPUG director. I have been
a manager of sales and market-
ing, thus T have experience with
people and budgets. I believe 1
can do a good job for you as a
director. I see the need to attract
new members and expand our
services to members. Please vote

for me as QCIPUG director.
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his own successful company.

Paul R. Scandlyn
Director

Paul R. Scandlyn, is an active, in-
volved, 70 year old who has been us-
ing computers since the Radio Shack
Model L. He retired about seven years
ago from Hughes Aircraft Company
in Fullerton, where he was a Senior
Contracts Negotiator. Paul is a Cer-
tified Professional Contracts Man-
ager. He has been a member of Na-
tional Contract Management Asso-
ciation for more than 30 years, He
has chaired the various committees

of the Orange County Chapter of
that organization. j

<
\

Arlene Solomon
Director

1 am an Enrolled Agent Tax Spe-
cialist and professional accoun-
tant, and have served on the
Boards of many organizations. 1
would like to offer my expertise
and services to OQCIPUG as a

Director.
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CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

Dean Sowers
Director

Ive used computers since 1982 and
have been a member of OCIPUG since
1987.

Since that time ['ve contributed articles
to the README.DOC, attended meet-
ings, and been active on the QCIPUG
BBS.

I am a software engineer with a
bachelor’s degree in computer science.
I also hold a certificate in small busi-
ness management. In order to keep
pace with technelagy, I attend trade
shows as often as possible. Please vote

b AL AL B AAR AR LR RRRRRE RS ARERE LR L L L e

for me for director. )

Jonathan Wirth
Director

VOTE WIRTH
for DIRECTOR of
“QCIPUG” 1997
Jonathan “Jon” Wirth
#3035

Resident of Irvine, CA
Phone # (714} 552-6833

Fax # (714) 2619120
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John Squirrell
Director

[ have been a director and officer
on committees of other entities,
graduating to being president of
each. All established organiza-
tiens only grow and get to where
they are by building on the ef-
forts, plus time spent, of previ-
ous administrations and member
participation. If I can help to fur-
ther the goals of QOCIPUG, by
contributing the expertise and
experience that I have been fortu-
nate enough to be exposed to, |

solicit your vote for director.

TR U R U

Ed Wolfe
Director

Ed Wolfe is a retired Commander, also
a Vice Pres & Gen. Mgr and President.
He serves on several Bds. of Dir. and
Chrs. two OC committees. He is on
the Joint Rules Comm of the Calif.
Senior Legislature having served as
Speaker for two years. Currently he is
a member of the Newport Mesa school
district’s Budget Advisory and its tech-
nology Comm. which investigated
and recommended ways to overhaul
and finance the schools computer sys-
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David Wintle

Director
I am semi-retired and now work
as a security officer with Pacific
Bell in Tustin. Previously, I worked
for several civil engineering com-
panies where [ held positions of
manager, assistant director, and
vice-president, The majority of my
work involved computers. My first
personal computer was a Tandy
TRS-80. 1 have also taught drafi-
ing using the drafting board as
well as Autocad.

J

Larry Courter
Director
menber #1388

Donna De Jong
Director
member #2362

Richard Nelson
Director
member #0793

Leonard Robertson
Director
member #3186

These four candidates’
pictures and statements
were not available.
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My War Against Paper

Michael Springer (michaelspringer@ocipug.org)

Evaluating software—Part 2

I think that we need a baseline from which to work. Through talk-
ing with some readers of this series, realized that the overall con-
cept of converting paper to electronic form is accepted by many, but
it does not impact everyone in the same way. One's exposure to
computer technology has a big effect on one’s mental impression of
the concept or process. Two vendors have demonstrated conversion
systems at OCIPUG general meetings in the past, maybe too far in

the past.

A parallel port connection, sheet-feed scanner {rolls the paper
through), with OCR and document-filing software 1s being adver-
tised in mail order catalogs (and I saw one on display at a local
office supply warchouse) for $100.00. This price point is low enough
to consider a system such as this as a must-have capability. Just con-
sider how CD-ROM drives became a "necessity” about three years
ago when they were a low $400.00 each.

I'm not endorsing any particular product or bundled package, but I
am going to use a fictitious, generic bundled package as the baseline
for this column. So, let’s talk about installing and using the BaseLine
Generic Scanner Package.

You've just arrived home with your new acquisition and are going to
follow the installation instructions. I'll try to summarize what you
will be doing so we all have a similar mental impression of the expe-

rience.

The installation manual says that you need about 10MB of hard
drive space, Windows 3.1 or higher, DOS 3.3 or higher, VGA or
higher display, 8MB minimum of RAM and a bi-directional parallel
port. The 10MB of hard drive space does not include storage of any
documents; that is extra. If you want to use the fax send or recetve
features, you also need a fax modem. Most parallel ports are bi-
directional: newer ones also support enhanced capabilities. For years,
file-transfer software such as LapLink and FastLynx have used the

bi-directional abilities of parallel ports.

To connect the scanner, you disconnect the printer cable from the
parallel port, connect the pass-through connector end of the pro-
vided scanner cable to the paraliel port, and then connect the printer
cable to the pass-through connector. You connect the scanner cable
and power adapter plug to the scanner and plug the power adapter
into an AC outlet.

Now for the software installation. With Windows running, place

a a November 1996

the setup disk into drive A:, go to Program Manager, File, Run. {Ec
Lee suggests using File Manager, log drive Az, go to File, Run 1n
stead, and I've have great success with this tip.) Start the setup pro

gram.

The polite setup program lets you specify the drive and director:
into which the software will be installed. In addition, you get t
determine which elements of the software suite will be installed. Yor
make sure that the OCR element is selected; maybe you want all th

elements.

After the installation program finishes making directories, copyin
files and monkeying with (I mean modifying) your CONFIG.5Y!
AUTOEXEC.BAT, WIN.INI and SYSTEM.INI files, you must exi
Windows and reboot your computer for all the file changes to tak

effect.

Now comes the fun part; well, maybe not so fun. Everything is sup
posed to work now. If there are no hardware problems (IRQ, DM
or 1/O address conflicts, for example), things should work.

With Windows running, insert a piece of paper into the scanne
The auto-start feature detects the event and Joads the main modul
of the scanning software. The paper moves through the scanne
The image data is transferred to the computer and displayed ot
screen. You get to approve or discard the image (an optional featur
typically turned off by people who have high-volume, medium ¢
low quality needs) and designate where the image file is stored (u
less a default focation was defined during setup).

This is the no-frills process. Software features provide several of
tions such as auto-fax, thumbnail image presentation, auto-OC

and more.

The no-frills process saves the image as graphic data, in essence nc
ing where black dots must be located to produce output that lool
like the original on screen or paper. There is no awareness of pa
terns of dots, just locations of dots. A typical file is about 200Ki
depending on the data compression algorithm associated with tl
type of graphic image (BMP, TIF, PCX, etc.).

Getting to this point in the no-frills process is fundamental to tl
more sophisticated document conversion that we want to accor
plish. If, in fact, just managing graphic files satisfies your needs, y¢
should investigate fully the features of the software suite bundk

with the scanner.
(continued on page 11)
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Orange Coast IBM
PC User Group

November General Meeting:
Intuit Quicken, MS Home Products, PC Maint,
Random Access begmsatS 30am., .
The presentations beginat9:00a.m. -
See inside pages for map and lacation.

SIG SPACE » HEADQUARTERS
1520 Brockhollow Drive Suite #38

Santa Ana, California

Novemeer 1 996

OUR MAILING ADDRESS -
Orange Coast IBM PC User Group

1500 Adams Ave. #105, Costa Mesa, CA 92626
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_GSTARTED.'a"’ Thu Nov 21 . 7: :
John Donan 714) 633-6616__

7 (714) 662- 780]
:Reg Roberts (714) 642539

psand demonsfruhonswdlfol- -
jinners Q&A, including setup. .~
guration tips. Bring a disk with. ™~
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ob Basaraba  (714) 5596539

chard Armenteros {714} 37&?‘323
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VISII'OI'S are welcome at aII SIGs and monfhly General Meetings.

 UNIX/Linux  1*Fri Nov 1
Leader: Jumes Clymer (714)840-8238
57" “Co-leader: JimKennedy  (310)4364945

nternet Begmners Wed ~Nové
eader: Frank Disparte .. [714!960—71194 e
oLeader: Joe Givliano (714)489.5761.
Co—Leuder Preston Hill [714) 893 2403

‘We will install Slackware “96" version of
“linuxkernel version 2.0 and look at some
- of the features of the included programs,
such as the new "Windows 95"-look X-
""ndows server. Also, we will introduce
Vi editor, the powerful UNIX editor stan-
dard on UNIX/Linuxinstallations.

ihdows NTW 1¢'Tue Nov 5
Cancelled for lack of Leader.

Winr;idows 95 2¢Mon  Novll
_éédér: Bilt Phillips (714)281.8171

-'onhnumg the cycle re—staﬁed 8 October
o famlhcrlze the novice with the Infernet

Ici'osoﬁ Offtce gnd Thu:i- i'Nm, ]4 A
euder Ken Kumber (714}6374496 S

“MS Access W|[l be presented by Car
arnberg Bnng the hard queshon

dwith emphas;s on connecting h

k c|bd|5

.é your problems and solutions for in-
killing and using Windows 95. Call SIG
eaderfor specific topics and details.

ndows 3.13%Wed Nov20
ijlchord Hunter  (714)9684362

L éadéf' ‘ K.mky'mhck'a | 17"1 44951319
: 0-lauder David Yap - (714]84 1517
Mlchuei Sprmger

\ short review of previous Windows 3.X
IG. topics will follow an initial Q&A ses-
ion. Wewill then install one or two Win-
ws programs and demostrate copying
tween programs and linking between

0u] personal cmd sde b
: Lecxde for

) dPerfect 1*Mon - Novéd
der: JeFmen (714) 7752390
oLaader: Richard Baznik (714} 6698974
'o—Léader George Austin {310} 375-7213

ew| User/ New Member'l "Sqt Nov-2_=.,- Spreadsheet, '| » Tue

“John l.unsford {310}995—0947 : \[eqde Nenlcqrmqn '.: (714] 964-1901 We WI" |ookc? some of the new features

FWordPerfect Suite 7 {for Windows 95}
nd continue our review of tips and un-
sual aspects of graphs and macro cre-

_,We will GISO add notes to spreadsheeis o c:hoanPWméx

his i['nrd .ol:a 4 part series WI” explam the.; '.,'iWe W||| review Quqh‘ro Pro 7 foerdow %
arious operating systems: DOS 05/ 2, 95 and demonstrate some new features.
N_IX cznd Wmdows 95 :

Monthly General Meetmgs T
Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG) ‘meets in the Sc1encer
Hall of Orange Coast: Coliegc in Costa Mesa, California. Random
access question and answer session begins at 8:30 am, and presenta-
tions begin at 9 am on'the 4th Saturday of the month, unless other-

wise noted. : :
- ‘Ample free parkmg is ava1lablc on campus lots off of Adams,

Sc:ence F

: -Hai'hdr' Ly

, o || x

B : \_J - -

- Merrimac and Fairview (see map at rlght) All facilities and parking %,% I E
are handicap accessible. op

Merrimac

. Vlsztors are always wclcome—please join us. [
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Beneflts of OCIPUG Membershlp

~67.:!!"’UG is a valuable resource for computer users. Hclp s tudlly
assist with software or hardware problems. You will petanswers
cstwns, learn more about computers or a pamcular program,

2 monthly gcncral meetings are a great place to see new pfocf-
t}ons and the latest releases of established products, uften

“Mi br_e(_r_(s) Names:

$45.00
$60.00

# persons X $12. OO
Donation:
Total Amount Paid:

¥p computer 8088/86 (XT) O 286 AT O 386 Cl
86sx O 486DX 0O Pentium O Other

1 heard about OCIPUG from. _'
]I conslder my skil! Ievelrto be.
Begtnner El +© Intermec

Printer:

_ Type of Monitor?
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My War Against Paper
(continued from page 10)

Getting to this point in the no-frills process is an indication that
hardware issues are resolved for the time being, and the focus should
shift to meeting the criterta set forth long ago for the document
conversion process.

Getting to this point in the no-frills process is not always easy when
you don’t start with a bundled hardware-software solution with a
single responsible vendor to call. When the hardware and software
elements come from myriad sources, you become the system inte-
grator, and you deal with problems that appear. But, we've discussed
a lot of this in previous columns. I'll summarize my opinions re-
garding this here—don't compromise on hardware because of fear of
integration failure. Buy the hardware that meets your real needs. If
that means separate pieces rather than a bundled system, buy the
separate pieces. Solve the integration problems. You cannot make up
for most hardware deficiencies with software, no matter how much
it costs.

Mini-sermon delivered, we can move on to where QCR fits into the
picture,

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) is the process of looking for
patterns of black dots and recognizing that certain patterns can be
represented by a single character that humans recognize. You are
reading words made of characters. You see a letter or group of letters
and recognize a word; you don’t see 2 bunch of black dots making
up each character. The size of the dots and the size of the characters
made up by the dot-patterns determine the resolution, or sharpness,
of the graphic image. You sec this effect on your computer monitor
where patterns of dots are displayed for each of the characters dis-
played. Little dots/big characters appear very sharp. Big dots rela-
tive to the character size produce a coarse, poorly shaped character.

Doing OCR reduces the size of the file that represents the original
that was scanned. If, on average, 50 dots are required in a character
pattern, we should see file size re-
duction when we represent the 50-
dot pattern with a character that
takes only one byte of file space.

Even more important, OCR pro-
duces a human-readable file that
we can bring into a word proces-
sor or text editor. Then we can
edit, spell-check, etc.

With the right software, we can
even index the content of the file!
Guess what we'll be loocking at
next time. “8

Copyright © 1996 Michael L. Springer. All rights reserved. Reproduction
in whole or in part or in any form or medium without express written
permission of Michael L. Springer is probibited.
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PC Maintenance

Dracos Istrate (his friend call him “Dracula”) is a native of
Transylvanta and a graduate mechanical engineer. He has taught
computer repair at a county-funded technical school, and his firm
performs computer maintenance, repair and upgrades for PCs. He
will speak to us of PC maintenance basics.

OCIPUG Yearly Auction

Our auction was last month. The final amount raised by the auction
was not available by the copy deadline for this issue of Readme.Doc.
But, to get things in perspective, we have raised 38% more (in street
price) software and hardware this year than last, a total of about
$27,000 worth. So, I expect—with your generous support of our auc-
tion—to raise even more than last year,

['would personally like to thank the following who have greatly helped
in direct support of our auction:

* Steve Gibson, President of Gibson Research, who for the second
year was our great auctioneer. Steve not only kept the auction going
with his extemporaneous humor, but showed his technical mettle
by exhibiting the DOS behind Windows 95—starting Windows 95
from a DOS 7 prompt. To paraphrase Steve Wozniak, designer and
builder of the first Apple computer, “Steve, you are able to make my
software (sic machine) do things that even [ can’t do.”

* Denise Werner, who again designed our auction flyers.

* Gail Dremel and Reg Roberts, who distributed over 1000 flyers
to advertise our auction,

* Terry De Witt, who collected the donors” products from the
OCIPUG mail box, delivered the product to the program SIG space
locker, and notified the program committee of its recetpt.

* Allen Ashley and Russ Merrifield, who inventoried and marked
the product donations and delivered over 300 items to Orange Coast
College on auction day.

* Roman Yanda, who sent out three sets of over 75 letters, each
requesting donations, and also our vendor donor appreciation cer-
tificates.

* George Blanc, Dean of Administrative Services, and Marge Ball,
Director of Community Education, of Orange Coast College for
their continued help and dedicated support to OCIPUG activities.
» Allen Ashley, Tony Dopazo, Gail Dremel, Roger Garten, Preston
Hill, Jerry Man, Russ Merrifield, Larry and Nita Pearce, Roman
Yanda, and Denise Werner, who aided tn the auction itself at the
September general meeting, logging software, recording final bid
price, member name and number, moving software from the pickup
table, verifying membership, collecting money, reconciling records,
and performing the myriad of details required during the more than
three hours of concentrated effort.

* Dick Baznik, who designed and prepared the 75 vendor dona-
tion appreciation certificates.

An honor role of our valued vendors who supported us by provid-
ing the software and hardware for our auction appears on the
OCIPUG home page and will appear here in final form in the next
issue of Readme.Doc. | want to personally thank you for your contri-
butions to OCIPUG during this year of:

* Speakers for our general meetings and SIGs;

*» Donations of software and hardware; and especially your:

* Personal friendship and encouragement.

Thank you, user-group managers, project managers, public relations
managers, vendor representatives and executives. “J




Products for Review

The products described below are available
for review by OCIPUG members. Reviewers
must write a 500-1200 word review within
30 days of receiving the product, The prod-
uct then becomes the reviewer’s to keep, sub-
ject to the manufacturer’s license agreement,
restrictions and limitations. The registration
card will be withheld pending receipt of a
satisfactory review.

If you are interested in reviewing one of
these products, please call Roberta Klein
at 310-596-8067 or send e-mail to
rklein@ix.netcom.com.

Software:

Agent 35—This early warning system for Win-
dows 95 from Connectix offers system re-
source, memory and performance monitors
to keep users apprised of bottlenecks and
system slowdowns that reduce productivity.
486 CPU and 8MB RAM required.

Roberta Klein

Cheyenne Backup—Cheyenne Software’s one-
floppy-disk backup solution for Windows
95,

HotDocs—CapSoft Development’s easy-to-use
document assembly ool that allows users
to create intellligent templates from word
processor documents. Works with Microsoft
Word, WordPerfect, and Lotus Ami Pro.

Magic Cap for Windpws—AT&T's PersonalLink
communications software for e-mail, fax and
pager. A graphical message center includes
communications tools and message, sched-
uling and contact management utilities.

Quicken Financial Planner v2.0--Step-by-step
financial planner for retirement, insurance,
college and investment planning. Imports
Quicken data if you have it, but Quicken is
not required. On CD-ROM for Windows 95
and Windows 3.1.

Treasure Quest—Solve this multimedia mystery
and submit your claim for a one million dol-
lar prizel Search the late Professor Faulkner’s
mansion for hidden words and phrases to
piece together the quotes needed to claim
his inheritance. Terry Farrell of Star Trek:
Deep Space Nine fame is your “spiritual guide”
via video clips. Original soundtrack. Check
out http://www.treasurequest.com for more
details, tips and demos, On CD-ROM; mini-
mum 486/33 CPU and 8MB RAM required.

WebStor—McAfee's new program provides
tapeless backup, restore and file management
capabilities using the Windows 95 Explorer
interface and the Internet, intranets, net-
works and local drives as storage media.

Yealh Write for Windows—Word processor with
speller written by five former employees of
WordPerfect Corporation that fits on one
diskette. Also available free of charge on the
Internet (www.wordplace.com). “0

In the seventies, some of my four sons could
fix a car better and quicker than { could. In
more recent years, they come back to me
for help with the exotic solid-state gimmicks
cars now use. Today, such items are serviced
by connecting to a diagnostic computer that
hasall the answers, for which the repair shop
can charge nice prices. But older mechanics
still can prosper by using the tricks learned
over the years and applying simple methods
of trial and elimination. [ value such a me-
chanic and go to him by preference (so, to-
day you get philosophy from mel).

Our club members include few young, physi-
cally eager people; most members have given
up the joy (?) of servicing their own car and
are content to drive it in for “professional”
care.

We have a different situation with tele-
phones, the ones our kids camp on or mo-
nopolize for chat sessions or Internet games.
The whole industry now is in a period of
potlitical upheaval, together with flamboy-

Tech Tips

ant grabs for market coverage; ads arrive fre-
quently in our mail offering trinkets or cash
bonuses for a switch of long distance server,

Far more critical, however, is the Joca! situa-
tion: AT&T or the local phone company no
longer owns your phone set, and regards wir-
ing inside your dwelling as your worry. It's
true, they offer repair ot installation ser-
vices, but they charge high prices for these.
Perhaps an introduction to basics might be
helpful; after all, many membersstiff at least
check oil level or adjust tire pressure.

A first step might be to look at one of the
Princess phones with a clear case. Sort of com-
plex, ¢h? Yes, but each of the components
you see fits into one or more functional
blocks (just like the parts in a computer).
We don’t need to be electronic nerds to geta
notion of what each block does, and how it
affects talk in and out (or lack of talk).

Next, for this session, let’s look at the cord
that connects the phone set to the wall. It's

called a flat cord and usually has four wires,
color-coded in sequence as black, red, green
and yellow. Strangely enough, the plug (such
as a Leviton #C2696 that you can buy in
sets of six from Home Depot) has provisions
for six wires; a flat wire for a functionally
more complex handset has six wires, color-
coded in sequence as white, black, red, green,
yellow and blue. The contacts for missing
white and blue wires are easily removed, but
an instafler must carefully center the remain-
ing four.

And lock, the end of the wire that plugs into
the phone set uses an identical plug, but with
a different sequence of wires. Do this: move
the plugs side by side, cable to the back, and
flat sides up. Note that for the telephone
cord, the color sequence is reversed, one plug
to the other. Logically, a telephone has a #e
versed cord termination {ah, but consider this
... a similar wire used for computer use, say
to connect serial port to serial port through
a suitable adapter, has the same color se-
quence, and has a direct cord termination),

More about the subject of telephones and
telephone lines in columns that follow . 8
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The members listed below have generously
offered to serve as resources for other mem-
bers in need of assistance with specific hard-
ware or software problems. They are there
tor you, but please bear a few things in mind:

* The times listed are when these volunteers
are available to assist you. Please respect
their times by limiting your calls to ihe
hours indicated.

* Your questions should be specific and ree-
sonably brief. Consult your manual, tech
support, etc., first, so os not to take up
their time needlessly.

* All of our volunteers hove expertise in the
areas shown, but nobody knows every-
thing, so be understanding by not expect-
ing them fo know everything.

* This service is fres, ovailable fo our mem-
bers only. Qur volunteers are not doing
this for personal gain, but as a service to
benefit their feltow PC users, thereby mak-
ing OCIPUG o sironger organization.

Abraxas
Kevin Post ................ Anytime _............. 969-9495

AccPac Plus
Donna Fulmizi__.......... 8enm- ... 8pm...897-3371

AccPac Simple Accounting

Ron Collins ........... 610 p.m. MF

...................... Wkends after 9 o.m. ....... 493-6520
Christion Mabre .. 9 0.m-9 p.m. MF
......................... Anytime Wkends ... 966-5339

Ami Professional

Rark Burrell ........ Fam-12n0on ......... 7772130
ton Sabin ....... Spmdpm MF .. 9687307
ichord Sinor ....... 6 p.m-10p.m. ... 951-1892

Approach
hourie Seymour....9 o.m-9 p.m. ME.. . 6332914

8BS (OCIPUG's Bulletin Board Service)
il Krehbiel .............. Anytime ... ... 645-854]

ASIC
orh Huey ........... bpm-10pm. ... 5251608

hampion Business Systems
vin Post ... Anytime .............. 999495

larion
ik Bursell ... Sam2neen ... 7772130

Corel/Ventura

John Goodman.....2 p.m.- 12 midnight... . 537-4400
(Preferied): .....................agoodman@earthtink net
Clipper

Bab Wendorf ... . Anytime _.............. 892-103)
dBase IV

Preston ill.......... Fam9pm, ... 893-2403

dBase Programming
TomTongf .......... 10a.m-§pm. ... 5379175

Disk & Memory Management
Harv Haight ....... Fpm-11pm. ... 5460820
John Goodma.....2 p.m.- 12 midnight...._. 537-6400
(Preferied): .................... agoodman@earthiink net

DOS _

Harv Haight ......... Fpm-10pam. ... 5460820
Her Huey ........ 6:00 p.m-10 p.m. ... .. 5251408
Joha Goodman.....2 p.m.- 12 midnight...... 537-6400
(Preferted): ................... ogoodmon@earthlink net

Excel
Herb Huey ... 6:30 p.m-10 pum. ... 525-1608
Mark Busrell ... 9o.m-12 noon ... 7712130

Fortran
Hetb Huey .......... bpm-t0pm. ... 5251608

FoxPro
Stan Hetiick ..... 6 p.m-10 p.m. MF
......................... Anytime Wkends ......... 7743115

Genealogy

Stan Sabin ... 5 pm9 pm. MF .. 9687307
Preston Hil ........... Jom-9pm. ... 8932403
Hardware

John Goodman.....2 p.m.+) 2 midnight... .. §37-6400
(Preferred). .................... ogoodmon@earthfink net
Harv Hoight ......... Tpm-1lpm. ... 5460820
MAS 90

Christion Molm. .. 9 am.9 pm, MF ..
rervssrnneeneeeen, AyTiE Whends....... . 966-5339
PCTools

Preston Hill......... 9a.m.-9pm. ... 8932403
PAF

Preston Hil........ Jom-9pm. ... 8932403

Stan Sabin ....... SpmYpm MF . 368-7307

Paradox
lim Samuelson ... 6 pm-10p.m. ... 4729877

Paradox for Windows
Jim Somuelson ... 6 pm10pm. ... .. 4729622

PerForm
Richard Sinor .... 6 p.m-10 p.om. MF . 951-1892

Real Estate Software
Sten Sobin ........ Spm9pm M ... 9687307

Q&A

Motk Bureell ... Fam-12noon ....... 7772130
Terry Courier .. ..., 8am-%:30a.m.

........................ 730pm-9pm...... 7742018

Quattro Pro
Preston Hill.......... Som-9pmn. ... 8932403
Mork Bureell ... 9 p.m 12 midnight. ... 777-2130

QuickBooks for Windows

Cothy Hall ................ hnytime .............. 434-7302
Quicken
Preston Hill .......... Fom-9pm. ... 8932403

Ron Ross.......... 6pm-10pm MF
......................... Anytime Wkends ... 964-5137

Quickpay
RonRoss......... 6 p.m-10 p.m. MF
eeseneeeeenaenneree AYTIME Whends . 9645137

Stacker

Harv Haight ......... Tpm-11pm ... 5460820
John Goodman .. 2 p.m.- 12 midnight ..... 537-6400
(Preferred): ..................... agoodman@eurihlink net

Windows 3.x
Richard Hunter .....9 0.mm- 9 p.m.MSat .. 968-6342

Word

John Goodmen... 2 p.m.-12 midnight ... 537-6400
(Preferred). ...................... agoodman@earthlink net
WordPerfect for DOS

Mark Burrall ........ Fam-12noon ......... 7772130
Preston Hill.......... Sem-9p.m. ... 893-2403

WordPerfect for Windows
Richard Boznik ...... 9 o.m-6 p.m ... 669-8974

(Noie: If you would like to be listed here as a
wolunteer to help with any PC-related subject,
please call Roberta Kiein at (310) 596-8067 or
leave a message on the BBS, We need volunteers
in many more software and bardware areas. The
success of this program depends on your belp.)




Special Interest Group

Getting Started

Jobn Donan

The DOS Beginners SIG is being revamped
and renamed to accommodate a broader seg-
ment of the membership and to cover sub-
jects useful to newcomers with different lev-
els of experience. Our hope is to provide
the computer user with a greater understand-
ing of his equipment to avoid future situa-
tions in which the individual would won-
der what to do next.

The September 19th meeting was fortunate
in having John Goodman preside as guest
guru, answering the questions presented by
those in attendance. John's in-depth expla-
nations consistently covered background
fundamentals before he explored the more
advanced issues needed to answer the pri-
mary question. This gave better understand-
ing to both the person who asked the ques-
tion and the rest of the group. The meeting
was a three-hour, nonstop random access
session.

The question/answers started with what do
I do when my 540MB drive won't install
when utilizing a motherboard with en-
hanced IDE and a smart BIOS? This led to
discussions covering BIOS, drives, control-
lers, motherboards, DOS restrictions and a
comparison of the techniques which are used
for IDE, enhanced IDE and SCSI devices.
More detailed coverage is presented ina com-
panion SIG report. Other discussions in-
cluded explanations of keyboards, displays,
RAM, parity, error checking and correcting,
modems, backup and some history of the
PC’s evolution,

In a discussion of making backups of the

(SIG) Reports

hard disk, there was considerable emphasis -

on preserving data accuracy. It was noted
that IBM’s philosophy in designing the early
PCs was to treat data accuracy as more im-
portant than speed.

John Donan distributed a survey to help
evaluate the needs of those present to meet
those needs in future meetings. Half of those
present have five years or less of in-home
computer experience. An interesting point
revealed was that those with the greatest ex-
pertence are DOS-only users. Four are using
Windows 95 to some degree. Most are col-
lege educated, ranging from A.As to ad-
vanced degrees. Midspeed 4865 were the pre-
dominant computer used, along with three
attendees who have Pentiums. Half have
more than one PC or have upgraded their
basic machine. Most are using their com-
puters for home/office functions, e.g., word
processing, record keeping, finances, etc.
Most have had on-the-job computer experi-

cnce,

To sum up the
needs of the
majority of at-
tendees, the re-
quest was for in-
formation, in-
formation and
then more in-
formation at
the beginner
level. A significant number expressed a de-
sire to know, understand and relate to the
individual hardware components that make
up the computer in order to be able to un-
derstand their individual functions and to
competently install them,

We expect to build upon these ideas to cre-
ate a SIG more valuable to the members of

OCIPUG. B

Getting Started

Jobn Goodman and Richard Baznik

John Donan began the September SIG by
circulating a questionnaire which asked
members for their preferences about the SIG.
It asked for suggestions on format and con-
tent and ended by asking how each member
could contribute to the SIG. John has no-
ticed that attendance at the SIG has been
dropping off, and he felt that a thorough
restructuring of the SIG was in order.

Past OCIPUG President and DOS guru John
Goodman was on hand to lead the SIG. He
suggested a change in the focus of the SIG
away from being just for beginners and to-
ward a forum for dealing with anyone’s PC
frustrations with a new title, “So Now What
Do I Do?” that might better reflect that new
focus. He then went on to demonstrate what
such a SIG meeting might be like.

John began his extended Q&A by dealing
with members’ written questions prepared
earlier. The first question led Goodman into
a discussion of the basic organization of data
on a disk, contrasting the literal three-dimen-
sional organization of a disk into sectors
with the more modern approach called logs-
cal block addressing.

He recommended use of the DOS command
FDISK followed by the /STATUS switch to
show the size of the hard drive(s), at least as
far as DOS can see them. If there is more
than one physical hard drive, FDISK /STA-
TUS wiil report the total size of each, show
their partitions and indicate any logical
drives in those partitions. For each logical
drive it also will show if it 1s formatted. Ev-
ery PC operating system {DOS, O5/2, Win-
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dows NT, Linux, etc.) has its own version of
EDISK.

John also discussed at length the relation-
ship of drive size to sector size as follows:

Hard Drive Size Cluster Size
16 MB to 127 MB 2,048
128 MB to 255 MB 4,096
256 MB to 511 MB 8,192
512 MB to 1,023 MB 16,384
1GBto2GB 32,768

From the above table it can be calculated
that if you create a 8193 byte file on a 500
MB drive, it would occupy 16,384 bytes; on
a 200 MB drive, that same 8193 byte file
would occupy 12,288 bytes, and on a 120
MB drive would occupy only 10,240 bytes
of hard disk space. On the average, every file
on your drive wastes one half of that drive's
cluster size.

John then described the BIOS, the basic in-
put/output system. This mainly resides in a
small read-only memory chip, permanently
loaded with instructions to help get the
machine started as well as to help programs
operate the hardware any time thereafter.
During startup it tests the hardware, looks
for other BIOS ROMs (on plug-in cards) and
then locates and loads the operating system,
For example, any video card other than an
old-fashioned monochrome text or CGA
(color graphics adapter) card must have a
BIOS ROM carrying instructions on how
its hardware is to be run. A device driver,
such as for 2 mouse, is a file on a disk that
serves the same function for devices that
don’t need to be operational until after the
disk drive is available.

The mention of the BIOS and the keyboard
led to an extensive discussion of the PC
motherboard and its keyboard controller,
which is itself'a microprocessor within your
PC with its own RAM and ROM. PC and
XT keyboards were very simple, while AT
keyboards were more sophisticated with their
programmable key repeat rates and addi-
tional keys.

The mechanics of the keys themselves were
discussed. To explain the great variation in
keyboard prices, John identified snap-action
switches, sometimes with overtravel, mem-
orane switches and capacitive switches, all

of which vary greatly in applicability and
price.

Additional questions involved voice/FAX
modems, a monitor with colors bleeding
into one another, SCSI (Small Computer
System Interface), multiple SCSI hosts, par-
ity and fake parity, making a CD-ROM play
music on a computer, the Dyal In-line
Memory Module (DIMM), Integrated Drive
Electronics {IDE), partition tables, Master
Boot Records (MBR), boot sector infectors
{viruses}), various implications of crash, as in
a hard drive crash, the discipline of a hard
drive backup procedure including John’s
personal backup strategy, Zip Drive back-
ups, the VORCOMP sharewarc program and
incremental backups. (Sorry for making
short shrift of the topics in this paragraph,
but you [iterally bad to be there!)

John Goodman will join us again in Octo-
ber. Whenever you attend a John Goodman
evening, I recommend that you write out
your questions before arriving, bring pen-
ciland paper or a laptop and be prepared to
take lots of notes. B

Genealogy Il

Preston Hill

Preston Hill connected to Netcom and dem-
onstrated accessing FTP (File Transfer Pro-
tocol) sites using Netcom’s NetCruiser 2.1.1
Web browser and Netscape 2.02 Web browser.
NetCruiser displays contents of ETP sites in
UNIX format, whereas Netscape's listing is
more user friendly in its format,

During recent weeks, Preston has printed
over 500 pages of data downloaded from the
Internet. Included is the entire 110-page
Netscape Navigator Handbook, instructions
and guides for NetCruiser, and results of
searches for genealogy-related information,
For example, a search using Lycos (http://
www.lycos.com) found 14,529 documents
with the word gencalogy. Among these was
Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the
Internet (http://www.oz.net/~ cyndihow/
sites.htm) with over 6,900 links, categorized
and cross-referenced, in over 45 categories.

A search using Webcrawler (http://
webcrawler.com/) found the Rand Geneal-
ogy Club (http://www.rand.org/personal/

genea/) with many links, including links to
Roots Surname List (Rootsd). The Roots lists
are linked to many Web pages as well as hav-
ing a Roots Home Page (http://
www.smartlink.net/ - leverich/roots-I.html
or http://www.rootsweb.com/). Surnames
are listed with a link to the submitter. Click-
ing on the submitter’s link reveals all of the
surnames submitted by that individual. This
then gives a clue as to the genealogical line
being investigated and whether it relates to
your lines.

Webcrawler also cited GenServ (Genealogi-
cal Server) (http;//soback.kornet.nm.kr/
~cmanis/}, which has nearly five million
names in GEDCOM databases that have
been submitted by genealogists world wide.
It is run by Chris Manis, a military medic
currently on duty in Korea until about June
1997, with a US base in San Antonio, Texas.

A Lycos search also revealed the Index of FTP
sites that is maintained at the Center for
Academic Computing at Pennsylvania State
University (ftp://ftp.cac.psu.edu/pub/ge-
nealogy/index). This includes a 19-page in-
dex of over 1000 gencalogical data and pro-
gram files available to download from just
this single FTP site! and the parent direc-
tory—genealogy--lists 29 directories or files
in addition to the index directory!

FTP sites are usually accessed as an anony-
mous user with your e-mail address as the
password. You can then download programs
and files but cannot upload or madify any-
thing on the remote computer you have ac-
cessed without express permission. Down-
toad copies in ASCII format for text files or
in binary format for all other types of files
and programs including .zip files. The down-
load operation is very simple and akin to
copying from a floppy to your hard drive.
Of course, you must designate a directory
path where the downloaded copy is to be
placed.

For example, Preston previously downloaded
ped1.zip that was listed under programs and
verified that this was a portion of the Pedi-
gree Pursuit program that he had uploaded
to someone in 1994, He will be submitting
a copy of the latest version of PED for in-
clusion in the Pennsylvania State University
archive database. The genealogical archive
is, or was, being maintained by Scott
Dickson (dickson@cac.psu.cdu). “B




A s aagnes

UNIX/Linux

James Clymer

Jim Clymer opened the September Linux/
UNIX SIG by showing some related prod-
ucts of interest. Pacific HiTech sent us a copy
of the Linux Developers Kit to review. This
package countains 10 CDs with just about
anything you could ever want for Linux.
Some of the major items included are the
complete Sunsite and TSX-11 archives and
complete Red Hat (3.0.3) and Slackware (3.0)
releases. The package also includes one CD
entitled Mo’ Linux, which 15 issued about
once a month to keep the package up-to-date
as new packages are released. The total pack-
age sells for only $49.95 and is worth every
penny! Jim also showed a package he ordered
from Santa Cruz Operation. This is the free
SCO OperServer. (The term frec is used here
rather loosely, since the so-called free CD
package cost $19 with shipping and han-
dling, bringing the total to over $26.) How-
ever, in all fairness, the package came with
two pre-made boot disks and the CD all
packaged very professionally. He did not
have time to load it for the meeting but will
save it for a future meeting.

At this point, Jim passed out handouts on
his two topics for the evening. The first con-
cerned shell environment variables, and the
second was on shell programming. He then
went through some short examples of both
the environment variables and also demon-
strated the use of the small sample shell pro-
gram,

The remainder of the evening was spent dem-
onstrating some of the new features of the
new Red Hat release. Jim Kennedy had
loaded it on the SIG computer the month
before, but, due to problems, had not had
time to show off all of its great new features
until now. “%

Windows NTW

September 1996
Ed Leckliter

The meeting was held on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 3. There were seven attendees.

Administrative notes

Ed brought in a Web site announcement for
a new book on NTW 4.0 from Microsoft
Press, Microsoft Windows NT Workstation,
Version 4.0 Step by Step, 288 pages with prac-
tice diskette. ISBN: 1-57231-225-4. Retail
price: $29.99. Level: Beg/Int. One of the SIG
members said he had purchased the book,
found it very rudimentary and did not rec-
ommend it. (Over the weekend, I looked at
this book at Super Crown and found it as
described by the member. For someone com-
ing from a DOS or DOS/Windows 3.x en-
vironment, without Windows 95 experience,
it may well be worth the money. If coming
from a well-founded Windows 95 environ-
ment, there is a lot of content dealing with
features and procedures you already know, 1
suggest you first go through the Start Here
manual that comes with the shipping prod-
uct (NTW), and then skim the table of con-
tents and the rest of the Microsoft Press book
to see if it adds enough to warrant the pur-
chase.)

Mecting noles

The majority of the meeting was taken up
by the replacement of NTW 4.0 Beta 2 with
the final/shipping version of NTW 4.0
(build 1381). The installation included re-
formatting the partition. The install did not
detect the modem, and we selected Standard
14400 bps modem. We did not have time to
test the modem. Some notes along the way:
» The NTW partition was formatted NTES,
» Because there was insufficient space to
install 1381 into another directory in the
currently allocated partition (only about
75MB available, need approximately
110MB), we really had no way to proceed
other than replacement—that was the plan
anyway (to make sure the install was abso-
lutely clean).

+ No matter what partition you install into,
NTW places about 6-8 files at the root of C:
{most are hidden and protected).

» While there 1s a network card (NIC) in
the club's system, we did not attempt to de-
tect it or set it up. Take note that to skip the
NIC detect, you must deselect the detection
of the NIC after you identify you want to
set up your system to connect to a network
(read Internet for our purposes) via an in-
stalled modem—i.c., select Modemn and then
deselect (remove the check mark from) the
NIC selection block. Subsequently, for
Internet use, you only need to accept/select
the TCP/IP protocol (autoselected).

* When prompted to select whether to
make an Emergency Repair disk during the
installation, we opted to not make one at
this time. Since the available RDISK com-
mand (X:\winnt\system32\rdisk.cxe) for-
mats the diskette when it 1s run anyway
(therefore destroying all old data), Ed sug-
gested waiting until you are reasonably sat-
isfied with the operation of the new NTW
installation (devices are recognized and func-
tioning properly) before creating your emer-
gency repair disk.

= We ran the Disk Administrator app fol-
lowing installation. Ed suggested that, im-
mediately after the NTW installation, you
assign the CD-ROM drive a much higher
drive letter than the standard installation
will (the standard installation will set the
CD-ROM letter to the next available letter
above the NTW partition, or other parti-
tion recognized NTW}. The problem with
staying with the default drive letter is that
any application which will look for the CD
disk in the CD-ROM drive after it is started,
will sct the path to the CD-ROM drive based
on that default letter. If you were to subse-
quently install another hard drive, or other
lettered storage device, that device would
normally assume the next available drive let-
ter—the same letter the CD-ROM drive was
set to initialy, If left that way, the next time
you tried to access a CD-ROM-based app
which you had previously installed, you
would encounter a bad path or filename er-
ror message. If the CD-ROM letter is set
higher, however, and CD-based apps in-
stalled using that letter, that problem will
not occur. This same drill works with older
versions of NTW and Windows 95. To set
the CD-ROM drive letter in NTW, use Disk
Administratot, click on the CD-ROM drive,
and then use Tools/Assign Drive Letter from
the menu at the top of the window to select
and set the drive letter. Then, restart your
system and proceed to install your CD-based

apps.

The meeting concluded with an NTW-spe-
cific random access session. We also ad-
dressed a few networking and hardware ques-
tions. There was no particular thread to the
discussion. It was mentioned that Fry’s in
Orange County has NTW 4.0 in stock (at
$289, $139 or $149 for upgrade). CompUSA,
Torrance, has it at full price~$319.95, no
upgrade copies available. Y8
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Windows NTW

October 1996
Ed Leckliter

The meeting was held on Tuesday, October
1. There were six attendees,

Administrative notes

There is an immediate need for a gury/SIG
leader. The October meeting was the last
meeting Ed will lead and the last meeting
there will be unless someone steps forward,
Volunteers interested in leading this SIG
should contact Preston Hill.

Meeting notes

The majority of the meeting was taken up
responding to various random access ques-
tions. Along the way, we set up the clubs
computer to recognize its Colorado tape
drive using the Tape Devices utility under
Control Panel and the Backup utility under
Administrative Tools. We also spent a rea-
sonable amount of time exploring the Event
Viewer and Disk Administrator (both also
under Administrative Tools). Using Disk
Admuinistrator, we re-identified the CD-
ROM (as recognized by NT'W) to be the Z;
drive, thus facilitating further partitioning
of the current hard drive, or the installation
and setup of an additional hard drive, with-
out the problem of floating CD-ROM drive
letters. The modem will still not dial out
when using any of the utilities available un-
der NTW. It almost immediately goes to dis-
connect. The modem was functional under

NTW a few months back.

That’s the end from Ed. Off to use and en-
joy NFW, <8

Windows 95

Richard Baznik

Ed Lee announced that his last Windows 95
SIG will be Qctober. Fortunately, Bill
Phillips will contribute his considerable tal-
ents as our new Windows 95 SIG leader, ef
tective officially with the November SIG.

In October, as his grand finale, Ed will dem-
onstrate completely destroying Windows 95

and show how to reinstall, We'l| report on
that in the next issue of Readme. Doc.

Ed had some new Power Toys to show us
this evening. But, before starting in on that,
he mentioned in passing that he has com-
pletely fallen in love with the Partition Magic
program that he picked up in San Diego.
After moving partitions all over his hard
drive, he became curious about what would
happen if there was a power failure during a
partition alteration. He turned the power off,
and, when he restored power, there were no
partitions,

Ed answered a large number of questions
from the group. Topics included: system
lockup after Backup is used with System
Agent; repartitioning with the object of keep-
ing sector size down; specifying maximum
size of Recycle Bin; changing the sequence
in which applications appear under Start-
Program; adjusting where subordinate
menus appear on the Windows desktop;
addressing problems using the Startup Disk;
how to install an old DOS program in Win-
dows 95; the main differences between Win-
dows 3.x File Manager and Windows 95
Explorer (explained by Roberta Klein).

Ed brought up the continuing problem of
viruses. They are becoming more and more
of an issue. In the past, a virus had to be an
executable file in order to invade your sys-
tem. Now, viruses can be transmitted in data
files. The Concept Virus is one that lives in
Word 6.0 or later. Itis benign, but now there
arc others in Word that are malignant. Don't
go near the Internet without a memory-resi-
dent antivirus program installed on your
system. Upgrade it every month. McAfec has
a no-charge antivirus upgrade available on
its Web site,

Ed fired up his AT&T Web browser and, us-
ing his AT&T WorldNet ISP (Internet Ser-
vice Provider), went online to his Windows
95 SIG Information Page. In case you haven’t
already been there, Ed’s URL is hetp://
www.fullcoll.edu/org/win95sig/win95sig,htm.
He has made a number of changes, includ-
ing simplifying the graphics to minimize
download time. He pointed out some new
links and the easy-to-follow arrangement of
links. He concluded his tour by clicking on
the hypertext link to Power Toys. It's found
at the end of the line of text which reads:
“While you're there, be sure to check out the

»

most current version of the Power . . . .
(Then click on Power.)

General review of Power Toys

After the Power Toys download, which con-
sists of just the file POWERTOY.EXE, is com-
pleted, get offline and create a subdirectory
\Power. (The download took a little under 3
minutes on my 14.4 Kbps modem.) Move
POWERTOY.EXE into this subdirectory. It’s
a self-expanding file, so just doubleclick on
it from inside the \Power subdirectory, and
it expands into a whole bunch of files. Look
for one called README. Read it. It contains
well-written instructions for loading the
many new little programs, together with
brief descriptions of each, so you can evalu-
ate them before loading them. There arc also
instructions for uninstalling any of them
later.

To run down just a few of the applets in
Power Toys:

Tweakl/f

Change menu speed, mouse sensitivity, edit
the appearance of shortcuts as well as rename
them, determine which icons appear on your
desktop and many, many more moves to
keep the most dedicated control freak happy.

Deskmenu

Lets you click an icon on your task bar that
gives you menu access to any program on
your desktop, and other neat stuff,

DOS Prompt Here

Right click any folder to start a DOS prompt
right now! Handy for those in the set-in-
thetr-ways group who revert to the DOS com-
mand line to solve problems.

QOuickRes

Change DPI and bit depth without
rebooting. Lives in the notification area. Just
click on it to select your new display settings.

If Windows 95 is your operating system, be
sure to attend the November meeting to
welcome our new SIG leader, Bill Phillips,

Windows 3.x

August 1996
Richard Hunter

There were six people in attendance at the




August Windows 3.x meeting. This meeting
was conducted by Ed Lee, the Windows guru,
since Richard Hunter, the SIG leader, was
on vacation.

Ed compared Windows 3.x, Windows 95 and
Windows NT. He noted that Windows NT
is a much morte stable system, although it is
resource hungry. It generally needs 32MB
of memory and a minimum of a 486DX for
version 4.0 to run, Another drawback is that
some of the old DOS programs simply will
not run under Windows NT. Windows 3.x,
on the other hand, will run on 8MB of
RAM, although 16MB is better,

Ed then tackled the problems of Windows
setup requirements, That is, since Windows
3.x runs on top of DOS, it is necessary to
have DOS set up correctly to get the best
results from Windows 3.x. That means that
the CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT
files affect the operation of Window 3.x.

Resources should be at a minimum of 80%
as Windows starts. If resources drop below
60%, start to worry. When resources drop
to 40%, it is time to take some corrective
actions, such as shutting down some pro-
grams, unless you are using a resource con-
trol program such as RamDoubler,

The MS DOS default environment 1s 256
bytes. That can be a problem depending on
what 1s loaded into the environment. You
don't need much of a path statement if you
are running Windows, so keep it short, and
you probably won’t have an environment
problem.

Windows will start with as little as 192KB
of available lower memory, but that lictle
available memory will not give satisfactory
performance and will probably have some
crashes. A better number for available lower
memory is 550KB. The memory on your
system can be viewed with the DOS com-
mand MEM /C. So, if after running MEM
/C you find that you are operating with less
than 550KB, you will want to make modifi-
cations to your DQOS setup to achieve at least
550KB of lower memory. One way to in-
crease the available lower memory is to run
MEMMAKER. Ed demonstrated
MEMMAKER. He used the custom setup
and showed how it operated and what it
gained in memory. He also discussed prob-
lems in loading files into upper memory, and
how to exclude area in upper memory, a

necessity for any of the high performance
video cards.

Ed recommended a print cache program for
Windows 3.x. When one is used, Windows
can be used while the printer is doing its
thing. Keep in mind, though, that print
caches use some of upper memory.

Ed suggested that you add the command
NOEMS to the emm386 line in
CONFIG.SYS. This command will save
64KB in upper memory. There are almost
no programs still around that require ex-
panded memory, EMS. Ed also discussed
load sequences for AUTOEXEC.BAT, temp
files, buffers, read-ahead buffers and a lot
of other material that helps with your set
up. Those of you that didn’t attend missed
a good, informative Windows session by the
Windows guru. /8

Windows 3.x

September 1996
Richard Hunter

We had ten people in attendance at the Sep-
tember meeting. We met in SIG reom B,
instead of room A, because Windows 95 was
not installed on the computer in room A.
Because of that, we couldn’t use HP’s
backup/restore program for Windows 95 to
install Windows 3.1 on the demonstration
computer. The TV screen in room B made
it difficult for some members to see the dem-
onstration. Next month we hope to have this
problem corrected resulting from a differ-
ent restore technique for Windows 3.1.

We started with questions and answers. A
question arose regarding the appearance of
an out of memory message, even though
there were ample memory resources and
32MB of RAM. The problem really was a
lack of space an the partition for the virtual
memory. This problem Jed to a discussion
of virtual memory, how to change itand the
advantage of a permanent as oppased to a
temporary swap file. We also discussed the
fact that in many cases a system will have
two different EMM386 files, one from DOS
and the other from Windows. Ed Lee, the
Windows guru, had previously explained
that it is best to have the same version—the

latest version—in both the Windows and

DOS directories. The SIG leader noted,
though, that EMM386 for Windows 55 is a
different animal, and it shouldn’t be cop-
ted over the DOS version.

We saw that the computer had a DIRCMD
command in the AUTOEXEC.BAT file, Al-
though the DOS help file doesn’t provide
any switch information specifically on this
command, the same switches apply to both
the DIR and the DIRCMD commands, so
the switch information in the help file un-
der DIR can be used for DIRCMD.

We ran the Windows Magazine test program
on both Windows 3.1 and Windows 95. We
then looked at the database of computer
performance that came with this program
to see the advantage to upgrade a 486DX/66
to a 486DX/133 or to the Intel P24T
Pentium overdrive (83 MHZ) for the 486
series. The 486DX/133 performed best in
most cases but not nearly as well for FPU
operation. That was to be expected, since
Intel made a major change in how transcen-
dental functions are calculated via a lookup
table to speed up the operation. So, it still
comes down to money and which perfor-
mance parameters are the most important
to the user. Having the database, though,
provided the necessary information for an
intelligent choice.

We discussed PKZIP. Pkware, the company
that offers PKZIP, has a new Windows ver-
sion, but it sells for $146. At that price, the
SIG leader stated that he would continue to
use the DOS version, which at last check
had a $45 registration fee. We also discussed
antivirus programs in a general way, No one
can say for sure which program on the mar-
ket is better. All the major antivirus pro-
grams arc upgraded frequently, and the rela-
tive merits change with each new upgrade.

We also had a brief discussion on doing a
backup and checking to be sure programs
and files could be restored. There was a short
demonstration of performing a restore from
a backup tape.

[n October, we will have the usual question
and answers, followed by a short review of
what has been covered in previous Win 3.x
SIGs. We will then be looking at some of
the fundamentals of Windows, 1.¢., program
groups and icons, We will also take another
look at File Manager, and some shortcuts
to speed up the use of Windows. “®

November 1996






