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OCIPUG Members

as of 4 September 2000

NotifyKen Paeth, 714-544-3158. “kenpacthi@bigfoot.com ~ or Larry Pearce, 714-543-3661, < lary.pearce@juno.com ™ of anvdiscrepancies.

We welcome vou who have joined QCIPUG during the vear 2000,
May you learn tips and tricks from others, contribute suggestions of vour own. and enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow
members,
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SCHEDULES AND REPORTS OF EVENTS

Note:

Adjourn

IVIGJ Software a market Ieader
in photo and video editing
software, will be featuring some
award-winning products pre-
sented by Randal Whittle.

SEOEF AR D

Arevou intercsted in digital photos or video
but didn’t think you could afford it? Find
how MG Software can deliver any imag-
ing, anvtime. anyplace by attending our next
user group meeting!

Two market-leading products from MGI
Software, PhotoSuite 4.0 and VideoWave
1. pive vou unlimited options when 1t
conies 1o your photos and videos.

PhotoSuite 4.0 is your complete PC pho-
tography solution. It's the fastest and easi-
est way 1o edit, enhance, and organize your
photos while giving vou a creative freedom
vou’ve never had before. Turn your photos
1nto greeting cards or incorporate them into
personal calendars, web pages. family let-
ters, and share them with others via email
or the Internet. PhotoSuite 4.0 makes it not
only possible, but easy and fun!

And with VideoWave 111, you can now cap-
ture. edit, and produce your own videos on
your PC, adding special effects. transitions.
sound tracks, and on-screen text effects
along the way.

General Meeting Program
30 September 2000

. Programs Chairman

Also new {o the MGI lineup, and which wil
also be shown. are PhotoVista 2.0,
SoftDVDMax 4.0, and YM Digital
Makeover.

‘PhotoVista incorporates futl-featured sutch-

ing capability enabling VR-sivle walk-
throughs and immersive panoramas, en-
abling you to create sluniing panoramic
views with tools especially made for use in
web pages.

SefiDVDMax incomorates an exclusive
“Dolby Headphones™ feature enabling mo-
bile users (o experience a surround-sound
cinema experience right through their head-
phones.

Finally, YM Digital Makeover allows you
to experiment with that new look you've
been thinking about—without the conumit-
ment.

Schedule tmes are subject (o change as meeting vequirements ndicate.

The guest presenter will be Randy Whittlc.
speaking on behalf of MGJ Software. Randy
has beein enthusiastically received at user
groups around the country. considered to be
one of the most entertaining and dyvnnmie
speakers in the user group community. He
hotds an MBA from the University of South-
ern California and works as a Marketing
Strategy Consultant that specializes in help-
ing companies identify how their business
and the economy will be changed by elec-
tronic commerce. helping them to formu-
late strategies for making such changes
work n the firms” favor.

Randy learned very carly the importance of
feature-rich and easy-to-use software when,
without the budget to hire outside resources.
lie was put incharge of designing brocliires
and marketing materials for a siall startup
company. He later became the founding
Director of the Electronic Comierce Pro-
granm at the University of Southern
California’s Marshall School of Business.
where he developed an innovative gradu-
ate-ievel curriculum for business students—
the first of 1ts kind as required course cur-
riculum for MBA's at a major business
school. Daring his tenure at USC. Randy
was quoled by Family Moncy Magazing and
arranged for USC to host a week-loug svm-
posium of industry leaders.

Randy and his wife Vicki are
the proud parents of two voung children.
MacLean and Brittany. He uses pictures of
the family extensively in his prescntations
1o illustrate how personally useful vou will
find the sofiware.

You will come away from this meeting en-
tertained and informed. and find voursell
months later still talking about that great
presentation at your User Group meeting.
Randy will provide time for an open Q&A
period and will bring valuable door prizes,
informative handouts. and special user
group pricing for those wishing to purchase
these outstanding products at the meeting.
See vou then!



Special Interest Group
(SIG) Topics
Richard Hunier, SIG Coordinator

(Al Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings are
held at the Costa Mesa Sevior Center on the
southeast cormer of 1Y and Pomeona at the
times noted below.)

QOctoher
New User - st Saturday, 1:00PM
John Lunsford 714-995-0947
slunsfordiaentech com
7 October
Internct - 1st Wednesday, 7.00PM
Michael Moore 714-333-0608
mmoore‘inreach.com
4 October - Call SIG leader for topic
Hardware -2nd Tuesday, 7.00’M
[d Leckliter 310-944-6453
eteckliter@thome com
10 October - Call SIG leader for topic
Geneajogy - 2nd Wednesday, 7:00PM
Richard Hunter 714-968-6362
rthunter@bigfoot.con
I October - Call SIG feader for topic
Windows - 3rd Wednesday, 7:00PM
Richard Hunter 714-968-6362
rthunteri@ngioot com
18 October - Call SIG leader for topic
Digital Camcras and Scanning -
4th Wednesday, 7:00PM
Rex Sutton

949-786-3862
rexssiiaol.com
25 Octaber - Call SIG leader for topic

OCIPUG General Meeting

August 2000 General Meeting
Report
Richard Black

Michael Springer moderated the Random
Access session prior to the business meet-
ing opening. Questions and comments
ranged from problems downloading Hard-
ware SIG information (answer: read the
directions) to M. S. Windows Millenium re-
store function retaining 14 GB of informga-
tion for 1 GB of disk information.

The meeting was opened at 9:04 A M. by
President Leonard Stein. Tony Dopazo gave
the unofficial results of the election of of-
ficers for the new term [sce separate offi-
cial results article].

OCIPUG is helping the senior center with
five classes (Intermnet/c-mail, Windows 98,
Quicken, Word processing. and Intro to
computers) and can use help of members as
coaches. Instructors are available, but as-
sistants (coaches) are needed. Volunteers are
needed. Please help if vou can.

V.P. Red Davidson introduced the SI1G lead-
ers who discussed their up-coming meet-
s,

Program Chair Robert Walker introduced
the first presenter of the day, Katherine
Schoetller, from NetPack. NetPack offers a
new service that involves consunters pur-
chasimg a card at a retail outlet. The cards
include access codes which allow the user
to download software off the Internct. Each
card can be used up to five times. so the
uscr can get the most up-to-date versions of
the material. Books. games, and music are
currentlv the top items offers.

So far. kiosks have been used for beta test-
ing the concept. but NetPack is scon to open
in retail stores. For the retailer there is less
shelf-spaced used, it is a unique delivery
system and the latest technology. The theo-
retical advantages for the user are that the
distribution costs are lower, so the price to
the consumer is lower. Pricing is expected
to be between $10 and $15 for cards, de-
pending on the product and the retailer.

Afler a 20 minute break, Matthew Waugh,
training manager for Gateway computers
in Costa Mesa, gave a presentation on buy-
ing a computer and the advantages of us-
ing, Gateway. He skimmed over the compo-
nents of PCs since the audience was already
familiar with the basic hardware. He then
discussed five questions a buyer should ask:
How much performance do I need? How
long do I want the PC to last? Am I being
realistic? What sofiware will Tuse? How will
I learn to use my PC?

In addition to offering training clinics and
classes, ranging from free one-hour clinics
to $149 six-hour classes, Gateway allows
buyers to try-before-you-buy at their Gate-
way Country stores. They also have a trade-
in at “fair market value” when users are
ready to upgrade their Gateway computers,
Even though one can order a computer at
the Country Stores, it is still mail-order. One
cannot order a computer and walk out with
it. After an order is placed, the computer is
shipped to the buyer’s address,

After the vendor presentations. Bob Walker
and Leonard Stein prescnted certificates of
appreciation to the S1G leaders. outgoing
directors, Michacl Springer for moderating
Random Access, to outgoing president
Leonard Stein and outgoing Vice President
and often volunteer Red Davidson, and to
Wayne Ali, the out-going past-president.

The new officers present were then sworn
in and the meeting closed. No drawing was
held this month.

President's Message

Well it’s that time of the year:

It’s getting darker cartier. the weather is
bepinning to cocl down and we have
atready had some rain in Orange County. —
It’s time for School 1o start.— Monday
Night Football. Wednesday night S1G
micetings, and our end of the month General
Meetings. Halloween. Thanksgiving, and
Christmas are just around the corner. Looks
like we will have a very busy vear.

Our Readme Doc editors are now bringing
back the Support Group listing in our
newsletter that will be up to date— the ivee
service to be available to our members v ho
may need assistance with technical
assistance with specific hardware or
software problens via a phone call

We have elected new officers and Board
members for OCIPUG and they are hard at
work updating our BYLAWS and
Operating Procurers, shopping for a club
projector to be used for SIG groups and
General Meetings. Each Director will be a
Haison for the different commitices —
Activities, Administrative.
Communications. Facilities. Membership.
Marketing. Opcrations, and Ouireach. We
are looking for eager volunteer's 10 work
on a committee and help with the many
tasks it takes for the betterment of OCIPUG

We have four members singed up for the
APCUG User Group Conference and
COMDEX in Las Vegas in November.
They will be bringing back software for our
drawings and will be fooking for new
programs for General Meetings.

[ would like to invite vou to become a coach
for the Senior Net, participate in our
Support Group for members, or if you have
a request or an idea for our programs tell
any of the Executive Board, they will have
red badges so they will be easy to find at
any of our mectings.

The Southwest User Group Conference in
August was a greal meeting, where we
received some software to use for out
drawings and arranged for presentation for
our General Meetings.

See you on September 30* at the Senior
Center for cur next General Mecting,
Robert Walker



Entry Level Questions An-
swered

Lanell Shatran

WHAT IS THE TASKBAR AND THE
TOOLBAR?

The TASK BAR is the area at the bottom of
your WINYx screen that shows the applica-
lions that are currently running. The active
application will show differently, while the
others wil] show the names of the applica-
tions. Clicking a non-active apphication will
cause the application to be displayed on the
screen: on (op of whatever else vou may have
displaved.

The TASK BAR on all WINDOWS systems
can be relocated 10 the side or 1o the top of
vour screen if desired. To move it, just click
and drag on a blank arca on the TASK BAR
and let go when vour mousc is located
within about one inch from either side or at
least halfway up the screen from the bot-
tom,

The TOOL BAR is a row or column of icons
that appear, tvpically. at {he¢ top of the ap-
plication screen. The functions will vary
according to the application being used. For
example. the tool bar for my Internet Ex-
plorer shows the BACK and FORWARD
icons. as well as the STOP, REFRESH,
HOME and others. Netscape COMPOSER
shows the NEW, OPEN. SAVE. PUBLISH.
PREVIEW, and others.

Generally, the TOOL BAR is displaved be-
low the MENU BAR which is located in
the topmost area, under the title and which
contams the names like FILE, EDIT. IN-
SERT and others.

What are the shortcuts to Windows
Explorer and to Find? Also, what
wildcards will work with the Find
command?

Here is a list of some of the methods to ac-
cess EXPLORER:

1. RIGHT click the START button

2. RIGHT click MY COMPUTER

3. Click the START button, select RUN,
and then type in EXPLORER and press
ENTER.

Here is a list of some of the methods 1o ac-
cess FIND:

1. Click the START button. scroll up to
FIND and then over to FILES or FOLD-
ERS

2. Access WINDOWS EXPLORER and
then TOOLS, then FiLES or FOLDERS
The wildcards available are the QUESTION
MARK 7. and the ASTERISK * The gucs-
uon mark replaces a single character in the
scarch string. while the asterisk replaces up
1o 8 or more characters in a search string.
Remember that you're looking for file
names or folder names.

For example. let’s search for the filename
EXPLORER. First type in the “NAMED"
window the characters EXPLORER. Now
tvpe in the window “LOOK IN:" this drive
letter and path name C\ Be sure the check
mark 1s in the INCLUDE SUBFOLDERS
option and now click the FIND NOW but-
ton to start the search. As vou will see if
you try this, many possible results will be
displayed. But. we're looking for the WIN-
DOWS EXPLORER filename icon and it
must be an icon, not a (vellow) folder. It’s
located in the CAWINDOWS directory
(folder) and is named EXPLORER EXE.

If you had tvped in EXPL* and searched.
less results would appear and the name
EXPLORER.EXE would still appear. This
1s because the * replaces ALL characters
from the position it is placed te the 8th char-
acter of the standard DOS 8.3 formal
filename notation. Bui, if you have long file
names, as allowed in WINDOWS, anvthing
that STARTS with whatever you type in.
up to the * will be found. And that can be
MANY names. For example. if | had typed
LOW*, then any filename or folder with
LOW. in either uppercase or lowercase
would be found. On my system. on just my
C: drive, 1986 names were found. That’s
Nineteen hundred and cighty six filc names
and folder names. Try this one. Type ME*
and sce what results you get.

What are the functions of the Win-
dows key?

The WINDOWS key ts an additional key
found on certain keyboards that aliows the
user 1o sclect functions without having to
use the normal, multiple, keystrokes to ac-
complish a task. The functionality of the
kevboard WINDOWS key is implemented
when the OS recognizes the special key-

5

board and installs drivers, or by manually
instating the special drivers that came with
the svstemn,

Here 15 a list of the shonculs assipned to
the WINDOWS key.

Press the WINDOWSKEY and The START
menu will be displayed

WINDOWS KEY + PAUSE opens the
SYSTEM PROPERTIES dialog (Key
may be nanmed PAUSE/BREAK)

WINDOWS KEY + TAB toggles the
selection of the applications on the
TASKBAR with cach press of the TAR
key.

WINDOWS KEY + E opens WIN-
DBOWS EXPLORER

WINDOWS KEY + F1 displays the
HELP screen

WINDOWS KEY + F displays the FIND
ALL screen

WINDOWS KEY + CTRL + F opens
the FIND COMPUTER dialog box

WINDOWS KEY + M causes all
applications to MINIMIZE

WINDOWS KEY + M + SHIFT causes
all MINIMIZED applications to be
restored to being open on desktop
(opposite of M above)

WINDOWS KEY + R opens the RUN
window

Should ! turn off my computer at
night?

Only if you are not working on it! Secri-
ously though, if you have the PC connected
to the power through an UPS vou can safely
leave 1t on all the time, but be sure to (um
the power off (o tic monitor.

WHY you ask? Well. each time vou power
ON the computer. which consists of elec-
tronic circuits, the surge of the electriciny
through the circuits in the system and the
drives has the poiential to cause somnething
to burn out. [ use the following analogy to
help understand this when I present 10 my



vou generally see a fight bulb burn out?
Whea you tarn the switch ON of course.
The electrical surge causes a lemperaiure
change as well as the filament being sub-
tected 1o the clectrical flow and thus has the
potential Lo burn out
ihe filament ia the butb. (OF course this does
not apply 1o fluorescent lamps.)

So. 1f vou have an UPS (Uninterruptable
Power Supply). and not just a SURGE Pro-
tector. you can safely leave the power ON.
If the power happens to fluctuate during the
night. or even go off for a short period of
time. the UPS continues 1o power the PC. It
has a battery that constantly converts the
DC power to the AC power used by the PC.
This battery allows the PC kecp running for
atime.

1 ran a BBS (Bulletin Board System) for 10
vears and of course the PC hiad to be left
OnN all the time so callers could connect 1o
it. Hinmmm, did my mention of BES hap-
pen to DATE me? These were the method
of conununicating with other PC users
through onc central PC, much like the
Internet. but on & smaller scale. Anvway, 1
left the PC ON all the time, except for pert-
odic shutdowns for upgrades and mainte-
nance.

To sum it all up, eave the PC ON but turn
the monitor OFF. or at least have a screen
saver running to prevent the possibility of
the image being burnt into the moenitor
screen.

What is Wallpaper? How can i change
it? Can | use a picture from the
internet or a picture that | have
scanned?

The background on vour desktop is called
WALLPAPER. The piclure. or graphics dis-
plaved are found in the system or can be
added from other sources. Minc is a space
shot showing the shuttle and arm of an as-
wronaut looking down on the Great Lakes.

To change the wallpaper, RIGHT click the
desktop. select PROPERTIES and select the
WALLPAPER TAB or BACKGROUND
TAB as some systems name it. In the dis-
plaved window there will be a list of in-
stalled wallpaper scenes to select from,
Scroll through the list. and if you have a

favorite, sclect it. You also can have it cen-
tered in the desktop window. or tiled—mnui-
tipte images of the picture or graphics used
to fill the screen 1 prefer CENTERED.
These images can be .BMP. or JPG files:
pictures of the kids. or vour faverite ski trail,
or whatever vou desire ¢an be used.

If vou find a picturc on the Internet and
would like (o use 1t as a wallpaper back-
ground. here's how to install it. Right click
the image and the selections SET AS
WAILLPAPER, or SAVE PICTURE AS are
available. 1 prefer to save the picture and
then access the desktop properties as ex-
plained above fo later try it. Save the pic-
ture in the CAWINDOWS folder and you
are all ready to change it when you want a
different wallpaper sctting.

Scanned pictures can be used in the same
way that Internet images arc stored amd
used.

What are Screen Savers? Why do we
need them? Can {1 download
screensavers from the Internet and
run them on my PC? How?

The image on a monitor has the potential
to burn itself into the inside surface if kept
there for a long period of time. {(Newer
monitors arc much less likely than the moni-
tors of 3 - 10 vears ago.) Electrons exciting
the phosphor on the inside of the display
glass create the monitor image. The persis-
tence of the phosphor (the ability 1o “light
itup’, and keep it light so it can be seen), is
much less with today’s monitors than with
those of yesteryears. With this persistence
betng lower, the chance of the phosplior
actually being burned is much less also.

Screensavers today are more of a personal
choice of what you want to sec when vou
are not using the PC, but still want to keep
the montitor turned on. They are used more
for cosmetic, than for protection against
burning the screen. Swimming fish, the
Frank & Louic Budweiser scene and others
are solely for vour enjoyment.

There are many FREEWARE and
SHAREWARE screensavers available
nowadayvs. With an Internet Connection,
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users can quickly download a new ones.
with seemingly unlimited choices! To see
wlich ones you currently have. use the
FIND  command to search the
CAWINDOWS folder for * SCR files. SCR
15 a screensaver type file. When download-
mg new ones, place them directly in the
WINDOWS folder so vour DISPLAY
PROPERTIES can sce them when vou want
1o change the onc vou have running (0 &
different one. (¢ they are not in their SCR
format. you may want toc download them to
a different Jocation. extract them from what-
ever format they were in-——Z1P or EXE—-
and then place them in the CIYWINDOW S
folder. Some others yet will require "1mstadi-
ing" them if they are of the tvpe that -
clude special features-—like the Frank &
Louie Budweiser frog one.)

Can | change the words under my
Desktop [cons? How about the color
behind the words? Also, can | make
the words bigger so | can read them?

Yes vou can change the wording. One way
1s 10 RIGHT click the icon and select RE-
NAME. Anotheris to LEFT click the name
twice. in slow succession—at least two sec-
onds between each click— or vou'll launch
the prograimn associated with the icon. The
name will change to 2 box showing the ¢n-
tire name and be ighlighted in BLUE. Use
the ARROW keys to. position the cursor
where you want (o insert new text and start
typing. While the text is BLUE. pressing
the BACKSPACE key will remove all the
current text. Then just type new text. keep-
ing in mind there is a limited amount of
characters that will display when vour fin-
ish. and press the ENTER key.

To make the color behind the words differ-
ent, do this. In the CONTROL PANEL ac-
cess the DISPLAY and double click it. Sec-
lect APPEARANCE. Look in the Tower half
of the open DISPLAY PROPERTIES win-
dow for the ITEM: and the word DESK-
TOP should be there. 1If not, select il Then
off 1o the right is the COLOR: sclection.
The current color shown is what vou see as
the color behind thie desktop words; change
the color to suit your desire,

To make the desktop icons text bigger. while
still 1n the DISPLAY PROPERTIES win-



dow. sclect JCON in the [TEM: window.
Notice just below is the FONT: setting win-
dow? Select a larger font than the default
SIZE &, click APPLY and see if 1t's the sive
vou want. I not, change it until it is.

What is a Folder? Can | create new
folders with my own titles? How do |
move files in and out of folders? Can
i get rid of foiders | don’t need?

A folder is nwch like the maanila folder vou
may use for storing vour monthly receipts
and bills. Each folder contains different in-
formation in vour file cabinet. Each folder
in vour computer also has different infor-
mation that has been placed there. NOTE:
A compaler folder may contain the same
information that exists in other folders—if
the information has been COPIED there.
Each system has some folders that are
named the same—like WINDOWS, PRO-
GRAM FILES, etc. just as some hotes have
the same folders found 1n evervone’s file
cabinel-—t.e. PUBLIC SERVICE.
GREELEY GAS, TELEPHONE. Folders
contain program files, data files and files
uscd to support a program—iike WORD is
a prograan file that has DLL and COM files
to support the WORID program when it is
exccuted.

Folders can be created with whatever title
the user wants. For example, 1o crecate a
folder names TEST on the C: drive, several
methods can be utilized to accomplish this.
Right click MY COMPUTER and select
EXPLORE when the drop-down menu ap-
pears. Now click ONCE on the C: drive
ICON. Now, go up to the menu bar and se-
lect FILE | NEW | FOLDER. A new folder
ICON is created and now you can just {ype
the name you want. When the name of the
folder is BLUE and higlhilighted. just typ-
ing lext causes the name to change to the
newly tvped text.

To remove a folder. click it once to high-
light it. then press the DEL key on the key-
board. You have just deleted the folder and
ALL THE CONTENTS of the folder. So,
be sure what is in the folder, if anything is
there, is not wanted. Once you have deleted
the folder. all the files and folders within
that folder go away as well.

This article 15 brought to vou by the Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal Cor-
puter User Groups {APCUIG), an International
organization to which this user group belongs.
Lowell Shatraw is Secretary to the Computer
User Group of Greeley, in Greeley Colorado.
Lowell has worked i computer support call cen-
ters supporting Macintosh and PC envitomnents,
hius developed and tanght computer troubleshiont-
mg and repair, and s currently a UNIX system
Admimstrator who also works with WINDOWS
O NT and WINDOWS 2000

OCIPUGZ%IOECTIONS

This is a report of the Elections
Commuitlee. The committee report for Execu-
tive Board validation was presented at the
board mecting on 28 August,

For the four officer
President........... Robent Walker
VPresident........ Robert Lyvnch
Treasurer/CFO. Larry Pearce
Secretarv.......... Patricia Cohen

positions:

Four directors 10 serve terms of two years
conunencing Scpt. 1. 2000 thru Aug. 31,
2002: Chnis Davidson, Morris Fier, Robert
Strader. and Sandi Tierney

Two dircctors to serve out the remaining
terms of Robert Walker and Robert Lynch
Sept. 1, 2000 thru Aug. 31, 2001; Marshall
Bostow and Michael Moore

Elections Committee, 2000

Tony Dapazo, Inspector/Chairnan
Charlie Oostdyk, Inspector

Art Stolins, Inspector

Correction

Last month's article on prostate cancer
Three Little Words

That make a big difference

Bill Roush, SWIPCC Editor
mispelled the term and used prostrate



Herb’s Hangout
Herly Huey

A Videographer’s Dream Computer

Al the last Digital Photographiy and Scan-
ner SIG, I demonstrated how to make a
video using Pinnacle Systemn’s Studio 400
low-cost video cditor. 1 use rather heavy
duty PCs. both my video editing desktop and
laptop PCs use Inte!’s Pentium [H 450 MHz
CPU. 128K SDRAM and a 12GB hard disk.
S1ill. the Studio 400 handlcs onlv analog
inputs and video cditing 1s done with com-
pressed video instead of the full raw video.
This cuts down on the PC requircments.
However. when 1 made a 2 5-hour famuly
reunion video. it would take 5 minutes just
for the compressed video file 1o load. Re-
spense time suffered and editing gottobe d
real pain plus 1 could count on a systemn
crash once a day. Clearty, Studio 400 is
only meant for the use of the average per-
son o tackle non-demanding video projecis.

Digital camcorders have ushered in a new
age of lossless editing. Muitiple copies of
an original digital will have exactly the
same information in digital format. Pin-
nacle and other companies have responded
with digital video editors but most people
still have analog sources as well so the more
advanced digital video editors can also ac-
commodate analog inputs as well. For in-
stance, 1 presented data on two examples of
low cost but ncar-professional, very capable
all-in-one video editors; the Pinnacle
DV500 for $900 and the Matrox RT2000
for $1200.

Remember one of my rules of insanity is
that when you have configured a dream PC
systcm that can tackle any task then some
foo! will come up with an application that
will bring your PC to its knees. Well, video
editing requires a very talented PC so [ pre-
sented at the SIG, a PC system that every
budding videographer should lust after.

Intel Pentium 11 850 MHz CPU

256K PCI133 SDRAM

95G8 UltraDMA Hard Disk

197 Monitor

Creative Sound Blaster Live

10x4x32 CD-RW

Matrox RT2000 Video Editing Package with
G400 Fiex3D video card

Total Price $4999

After deducting the $1200 cost of the
Matrox RT2000, the computer cost is $3800.
For those of us used to under $1000 com-
puters thisis a huge amount. However, five
vears ago | bought a premium Pentium Pro
svstem for $3800 at the ACP swap meel.
Today, the most expensive configurations
are priced around $2500 at the swap meets
but they are nowherc as lavishly conligured
as the system I outlined.

The second gasp that came from the audi-
ence was due to the huge 95GB hard disk.
At first this looks like overkill but let’s do
some math, The best digital camcorders
record video at 320 lines of horizontal reso-
fution x 480 vertical lines x 30 frmmes per
second or 7.488.000 byies of information
per second with 32 bit color. This is a rale
of 7.4MBfsec for uncompressed vidco. A
two-hour video would require 54GB of hard
disk space. So mavbe a 95GB hard disk is
not so big.

Getting a videographer’s PC is defimitely
not for the faint of heart or pockctbook.
Many of us don’t want such a monster PC
s0 let us look at what cssential features a
video editing PC shouid have. Many at-
tributes of a videographer's PC apply to
anyone who wants an above average PC.

First, let’s get some basics out of the way.
We will talk about two basic concepts:
metmory space measured in bytes and speed
measured in Hertz (Hz). We will also use
the prefixes, Kilo for a thousand. Mega for
a million and Giga for a billion. Thus we
talk about kilobytes (KB). megabyles (MB)
and gigabytes (GB} when we talk about
memory space. Similarly, we use kilohertz
(kHz), megahertz (MHz) and gigahertz
(GHz) when we talk about specd.

CPUs and Motherboards

The number one PC feature is the CPU
(Central Processing Unit). Since the CPU
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is the brain of the PC then the faster the
clock speed the better, The average PC sel-
ing todav contarns a CPU with a clock speed
of 600MHz. The best CPUs currentdy are
ihe Intel Penoum TH or the AMD Athion
clocking at speeds up to 1 GHz at this writ-
mg.

The CPU resides on the motherboard. which
is the main electronics board in vour PC.
The main electronics highway in 2 modem
PC 15 the PCI (Peripheral Component In-
terconnect) Bus, which allows additienal
electronics boards such as video and sound
cards to connect to vour PC. For inany » cars.
the main bus was the ISA (Industry Stan-
dard Architecture) bus. dating back 16 the
davs of the IBM XT. with a frequeney of
66MHz. Newer computers have bus fre-
quencies of 100MHz, 133MHz and even
200MHz on the latest svstems. The USB
{Universal Serial Bus) is another highway
that allows vou to direcl connect scanners.
digital cameras and other neat stull to your
PC. Bus speeds tend (o be slow and often
forces the CPU to twiddie its thumbs wait-
ing for the data to go back and forth.

One method CPU manufacturers use (o re-
duce s bottleneck is to design in a spe-
cial type of wmemory witlin the CPU chip
called a L1 cache The CPU dumps fre-
quently used data outo the L1 cache. which
is only 32K B in size on the Pentium Iil and
128KB on the AMD Athlon. A secondary
cache, the L2 cache. is exterior bui nearby
and dedicated to sopping up excess data that
overflows out of the L1 cache. This cache
is usually made up of fast SDRAM (Static
Dynamic Random Access Memory) and
may be as large as 512K,

All this bus traffic needs a traftic cop and
the motherboard chipset does that control-
Jing CPU and bus clock speeds. and com-
munications between the CPU. RAM, 1.2
cache. graphics and peripherals. Intel
makes several chipsets: the 810 (low end).
B10E {mid range) and the 820 (high end).
The 800 series chipsets places fewer bur-
dens on te CPU by routing the slower traf-
fic onto the slower roads such as the hard
drive and CD-ROM traffic. The 800 series
chip also use AGP (Accelerated Graphics
Port), a high-speed expausion port for video
cards.

Videographers should ook for
motherboards that use either the 810E or



820 chipsets because they support the
133MHz bus versas the 810 which supports
onlv the 66MHz bus. These chipsets also
support a faster hard drive connection. the
ATA/66 essertial for high-speed data trans-
fer.  The 820 chipset also supports AGP-
4X: a faster version of AGP and a newer
faster RAM called RDRAM (Direct Rambus
Dynamic Random Access Memory).

Vidcographers should also be aware of a
flaw on many motherboards based on the
810 chipset and other motherboards made
by SiS and Ali is that the AGP graphics is
butlt-1n stead of using 2 separate card. On
these motherboards. 4MB or 8MB of yvour
computer memory is dedicated to graphics.
A separate graplucs card altows you 1o up-
date vour graphics as techinology advances.
Forwunately, vou can disable the graphics
card and add vour own but why have the
graphics card buill-in?

While many computer manufacturers use
motherboards with Intel chipsets other
manufacturers tike Micron go for the supe-
rior VIA Technologies Apollo Pro 133
chepset. The Apollo Pro 133 support bus
speeds ap 1o 133MHz making 1t compat-
ible with all Intel products through Pentium
IIT and also support the use of fast PC 133
SDRAM. In addition. the Apolle Pro 133
allows voutlo add up to 1.3GB of RAM ver-
sus the usual 512MDB or 768MB of RAM.

Next month we will continue describing the
videographer's PC. We will look at RAM.
hard disk and video requircments.

Ken’s Korner

Postal Service Plans E-
Projects, Including Perma-
nent E-mail Addresses

Ken Fermoyte

Anticipating that electronic bytes will take
bigger and bigger bites out of first-class mail
in fitture, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) is
readying new and varied electronic mail
services for Americans. A magor one would
assign e-mail addresses to most people.

One of the new services could notify cus-
tonters by e-mail about an incoming bill or
package, which they could then reroute fo
another address. Another proposal. set to
begin a three-vear consumer test in Seplenti-
ber. would allow customers to send e-mails
to a post office to be printed and delivered

as firsi-ciass mail. A third program, already
available. lets customers pay bills online
through the Postal Service’s Web site.

Posta} Service spokeswoman Sue Brennan
called the e-projects ““a way for custoimers
1o choosc how they want to get their corre-
spondence.”

The new services will be added to Internet-
oriented offerings the Postal Service already
has in place. It began testing a kind of cer-
tified e-mail service in 1998, Called
PostECS, it sends electronic receipts for
contracts and other important documens
transmitted over the Internel.

++Online Stamps Popular++
Last year. USPS rolled out its heralded sys-
tem that makes postage available online.
The Posta! Scrvice says 280.000 customers
have printed $22.6 million worth of “online
staimps” since July 1999, but the service has
vet to deliver a profit.

Both of these existing services do show
proniise for future growtly, however, which
may be critical to the USPS in coming years.

Considering that e-mail will soon take huge
bites out of USPS first-class business, these
moves, and more, are necded to move postal
service into the 21st centurv. The post of-
fice itself predicts that in 2003, {irst-class
mail service. now a $35 bitlion business and
its top revenue producer. will begin an un-
precedented decline at the hands of boom-
ing e-mail and online billing services.

Benjamin Franklin, our first postmaster and
a great innovator himself. would surety ap-
plaud these new cfforts. but probably would
be critical of the Postal Service’s slowness
in facing up to challenges of new technolo-
gies. Banks, credit unions and many other
private services already offer bill-paving
scrvices, and have for some time. Is i1 too
late for the USPS to capture a piece of this
pie? Judge for vourself

Under its own online billing system, the
Postal Service charges customers $6 per
month to send 20 clectronic transactions,
or $2 per month and 40 cents apicce for
unlimited transactions. How does that com-
pare with bill-payving services already avail-
able {o you?

The e-mail-to-paper system would cost
about 41 cents per message - eight cents
more than current 33-cent postage. Is it
worth it? My personal opinion is that it
might be in some nstances, but it would
depend on how much faster the Postal Ser-
vice can get time-critical correspondence to
recipients than would be the case with nor-
mal first-class mail.

{Mail2000, a Bethesda. Md.. company

(mail2kinc.com) already offers a service that
translates e-mail messages into first-class

9

mail, pius a variety of other mail-related
scrvices. Aimed more at businesses and
other volume mailers than individuals,
claims it can save time and money, com-
pared to the USPS.

+=Your Own "Mailbox™++
The e-mailbox proposal. whereby virtually
every American would be assigned a free -
mail address corresponding to his or her
strect address shows more proise,
Under this system. customers could simply
link the service to any present e-mail ad-
dress thev have. or opt for a special online
postal box. Customers could then get an e-
mail address using their initials, {ollowed
by their nine-digit ZIP code and the fast iwo
numbers of their street address - with
“usps.com’ tacked al the cnd.

For instance, John Doe. 1234 Main St Los
Angeles. CA 91365-1004 would gei the e-
mai) address: jd9136540044 5usps.com. |
know, it’s cumbersome and tough to raitle
ofl from the top of your hecad! But it also 15
unique enough (o minimize duplication
problenis. This would eliminate the need to
change addresses when you change Internel
Service Providers, but using e-mail services
such as Bigfool, Hotmail or Altavista mail
provide a similar benefit.

It’s no news that Americans are avid e-mail-
ers. A ncw study by the Pew Internet and
American Life Project found that more than
90 million people have Internet access. Of
those. about 84 million use e-mail regulariy.
while 16 million have used some sort of
onlinie banking service.

E-cominerce gurus have mixed feclings
postal e-mail proposal. “They re 1n catch-
up mode,” was a typical reaction. Several
experts | talked 1o pointed out that mosl
people apt to use the service already have
e-mail - and that many of the rest probably
wouldn’t log on for the tracking scrvice.

“As schemes go, this onc 1sn't bad.” said
onc represcntative of a Santa Monica. Ca-
lif.-based technology research firm. "1 ab-
solutely makces sense - the Postal Service's
business. and expertise, is mail delivery. and
e-mail 1s just another form of mail. If the
USPS ignored this new mailing technology
it would insure that it would become obso-
fete eventually. Any steps it can take to work
within the new framework should help ut
survive.”

Copyvright 2000 by Ken Fermovle, Fermayle
Publications. Ken Fermoyle has written some
2300 articles tor pubtications ranging from Play-
boy and Pepular Science to MacWeek.
Microtimes & PC Laptop. Ken’s Komer, a syn-
dicated monthiy columnn, is availabie free to User
Groups. For information o pernussion (o reprint
tlus article, contact kfermoyle@earthlink net.



Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG)

Meeting of the Fxecutive Board of Directors

August 28, 2000
695 W 19* Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92683

Minutes

Pursuant to a determination that a quorui was present. a regular meeting of the Executive Board of Directors of OCTPUG was
called to order by President Leonard Stein at the Costa Mesa Scnior Center. 695 W 19% Street. Costa Mesa. CA 92627 at 638 pm.

OFFICERS PRESENT: OFFICERS ABSENT:

Leonard Stein, President Wayne All, Past President
Red Davidson. Vice President

Shirley Wozniak. Secretary

Larry Pearce, CFO

DIRECTORS PRESENT: DIRECTORS ABSENT:
Robert Lynch ** Sam Worniak * Dennis Walz *

Michael Moore * Jesse Bequetie *

Frank Yacger ** Leonard Roberison **

Bob Walker **

ALSO ATTENDING:

Morris Fier Tonv Dopazo
Audrey Wolden Charles Schreiber
Bob Strader Art Stolins

Chns Davidson Kevin Moscr
Richard Hunter Patricia Cohen

Sandra Tiermcy

Copies of the minutes of the July 31. 2000 meeting were distributed to the members of the Board of Directors to be read. A motion
was made by Michael Moore and seconded by Bob Walker to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Len Stein asked for a report from Tony Dopazo on the results of the election. The results are as follows:

For the four officer positions: President: Robert Walker, Vice President: Robert Lynch, Treasurer/CFO: Larry Pearce, Secretary: Pat
Cohen.

Four directors to serve two-year terms commencing Sept. 1. 2000 through Aug. 31. 2002: Chris Davidson, Morris Fier. Robert
Strader. and Sandra Tierney.

Two directors to serve out the remaining terms of Robert Walker and Robert Lynch

Sept. 1, 2000 through Aug. 31. 2001: Marshall Bostow and Michael Moore.

A motion was made by Larry Pierce and scconded by Bob Walker to accept the report of the election committee as submitted by Tonv
Dopazo. Motion carried,

The sealed records of the election were turned over to the secretary to be kept on file for {hree years as directed by the bylaws.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Larry Pearce submitted a written Treasurer s report for the period ending July 31, 2000. We have new members coning in and our
checking account balance continues to grow.
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Larry Pearce submitied a proposed new budget for the coming year based on last year’s expenses and the anticipated expenses for
next vear.
Larry Pearce will prepare and file a corporate tax return for August 31, 2000.

PROGRAMS COMMITTEE:
Bob Walker reported on what he had learned at The 7% Annual Southwestern User Group Conference in San Dicgo. He plans o
implement many of the ideas he learned there. He will have a report for the board members at the next board mecting with the

proposed duties.

OLD BUSINESS

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT:

Tony Dopazo submitted a written report of all equipment now held by OCCIPUG and where 1t 1s located
Some of this cquipment 15 still usable and will be retained. Other items still need to be drsposed of.

HOT LINE:

Frank Yaeger reported on the possible ways that we can publicize our club. Bob Walker said he mntends to have a publication
committee and/or manager for the next year.

The correct phone number for the HOT LINE is: (714) 662-2939.

SENIOR CENTER:
The disappearance of the downstairs computer in the Senior Center belonging to OCCIPUG was discussed.

NEW BUSINESS

Morrnis Fier was sworn in as divector for his coming term.

A motion was made by Frank Yacger and seconded by Mike Moore to delete items of equipment that are fully depreciated and to
remove them from the tax records. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Robert Lynch and seconded by Mike Moore (o reimburse Robert Walker ($448.00) for the expenses incurred

m repairing the copy machine. Motion carried.

ANNOUNCMENTS

The next General Meeting will be at the Costa Mesa Senior Center, 695 W 19" Streel. Costa Mesa. CA 92627 on September 30,

2000,
The next Board of Directors Meeting will be at the Costa Mesa Scnior Center. 695 W 19™ Street, Costa Mesa. CA 92627 on October

2, 2000.

Bob Walker announced he would have & reception for the new officers and board members at 6:30 PM prior o the board meeting on

October 2, 2060

OCIPUG WEBSITE: htp fAwvww. ocipug.ore/

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Frank Yacger and seconded by Leonard Robertson to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried. The meeting,
was adjourned at 8:43 PM.

Respectfully submitted
Shirley Wozniak, Secretary
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ORANGE COAST IBM PC User Group
(OCIPUG) ©

Mailg Address
2973 Harbor Bivd, Box 621

Costa Mesa, CA 92626-3934

OCIFUG, founded in 1983, 15 an independent Cahifornia nenprofit (IRC
A0T-c-3% corporatien. and 1s not affiliated in anv way with IBM, any
vendor. equipment manutacturer. or other organization

Publication Copyvright € 2000

A newsletter. Readme. Doc. is published monthiv. A subscription of $12
per vear 1y Included with all pauid memberships. Address all inguines,
address chunges, and matenal for publication te the above address marked
“ATTN: Editor”

Opmions expressed by the authors are not necessanly those of this
newsletter, its staff or QCIPUG. Mention of products does net constitute
endorsement by OCIPUG. Onussion of trademarks does not imply that the
products or names are not so protected. Readme.Doc, its contributors, and
staft assume no liability for damages arising out of the publication or non-
publication of anyv advertisement, article, or any other tlem in tlus
newsletter

Permission ts granted to other user groups to reprint herein material. not
spectiicaily copvrighted, for non-commercial use only, provided credit 15
wiven o Readme. Dac and 1o the author.

Advertising
For mlormation. details and rates on all advertising sales and scheduling.
please contact:

Preston Hill

714-893-2403 prestonlhi@bgtoot.com

Meetings Location
Costa Mesa Senior Center
Southeast Corner of 19°" and Pomona

Publication Guidelines

All material submitted will be published exacidy as submitied. but
may be subject o ediung at the Editor’s discretion. We reserve the right
to refuse any material subinitted for publication. Send all submissions as
follows:

1. Send via Internet e-manl to: editor{@ocipug.ore, or

2. Send via Internet e-mail 10: Morris Fier, ficri bigfool com. or

3 Mail a 3.57 disk  s0 as to be recarved by the deadline by the
Newsletler Coordmator at the OCIPUC maiting address above '

Publication Deadline

Material for e Qctober 2800 1ssuc must be recerved onor b
13 October 2000 by the MNewsletter Coordinator — Morris Ficr.
fiecri@bigiuot.com.

Membership
Benefits of OCIPUG Membership inciude, but by no means are lnned 1

* Subscription 1o OCTPUG s mouthly newsletter, Roadme. Doc. wihs
up-to-date information on meeting schedules as well as the newest
software and hardware

* Free monthly General Meetings with speakers from industry and
academia describig advances in techuology

* Free Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings/senmunars 1o exchange
tips and tricks and to solve problems

* Free techmical support from knowledgeable fellow members via
telephone and/or OCIPUG s electronic bulletin board system (BI3S).

* Pleasure tn helping vour fellow member solve their problems.

* Camaraderie with those of similar interests

* Discounts from vendors on software, hardware, and other ttems

2973 Ha

Membership status: [ ] New [ ] Renewal - Member #

Orange Coast IBM PC User Group

Costa Mesa, CA 92626-3934

rbor Blvd Box 621

Membership type: [ ] Individual [ ] Family

I consider my skill fevel to be:
[ }Beginner { ]Novice [ ]Intermediate [ ] Advanced

| learned about OCIPUG from:

Titte: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr. Prof. Hon.{ ) (Circle one)

First Name: Last Name:

Street Address: City: State: __ Zip:

Home Phone:( ) Work Phone: { ) Fax: { )

E-mail address:

Profession/Trade: [ ] Retired [ ] Current Occupation.

Family Member{s) Names: Company

Annual Dues:

Make check payable to OCIPUG Individual $30.00 §

and mail to the above address Family $3500 $

or bring to the General Meeting. *Full-lime student $2000% _
Donation $

Total Amount Paid 3
*(U-grad 12 units; grad 6 units)

Today's Date :
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