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General Meetingsareheld from M eetingsof the Executive Board will Special I nterest Group (SIG) meetingsar
9:00AM tonoon on: beheld at 7:00PM on: held monthly asfollows:
gg Osei'ci[ge'bgber 228822 30 September 2002 ist Saturday ~ 9:00AM - New User
23 November 2002 28 October 2002 1st Tuesday 7:00 PM - Quicken
P Bres=iloe 2002 25 November 2002 1st Wednesday 7:00 PM - Internet
25 January 2003 21 December 2002 2nd Tuesday  7:00 PM - Hardware
For detailsseeinside pagesof this 25 January 2003 2nd Wednesday 7:00 PM - Windows XP
issue, Web Page, or Information Line All OCIPUG member sarewelcome. 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM - Window 98
4th Tuesday 7:00 PM - Digital Photo

September 28 Program

Mindshare User Group Support Program from Microsoft we will see a demo video of Digital Inage Pro,
Windows XP Media Center Edition ,Windows CE for Smart Displays Pocket PC, Managing you Newsletters with Publisher 2002
,Nicrosoft Works and lates mice and keyboartds.Wewill havefor our drawning Picture It Digital Inage Pro, Encarta 2003, Works 2003
Book Map Point for DummieswithaCD

Picture | t! pigital Image Pro putsyouin control of your photos through a unique combination of powerful digital imaging tools
with helpful wizards and professional-quality photo projects. Picture It! offers advanced tools that et you make your digital pictures
look theway you want them to. Choose from over 3,000 professional photo projects or awide variety of special effectsto enhanceyour
photos for sharing through prints, email, and the Web.

Microsoft M ONney Savetimeorganizing and managing your finances. Easily manageyour cash flow, balanceyour checkbook,
create and track a budget, pay your bills, organize your finances, and view a complete picture of your financial health in one place.
Achieve your future financial goals. Reduce your debt, forecast your cash flow, finance an education or save to buy a house or car.
Make smarter financial decisions. See where your money goes. Get a visual picture of income and expenses, cash flow, category
spending, budget and more. Receive personalized, prescriptive guidance.

Works 7.0 isthe latest version of the popular essential home productivity software. It includes a word processor, spreadsheet,
database, and calendar. Plus Works has new, professionally designed templates, and a new tool to help organize common projects.
Worksiseven more affordable. Acquire Works 7 and get a$15 USD/$25 CND mail-in rebatein the box!

M ap Point For Dummies MapPoint is a unique product designed to help business get a leg up on the competition by
creating geographic analysis based on real demographic and statistical information. MapPoint For Dummies covers the essentials a
new MapPoint user needs to know — from how to handle simple mapping and plotting tasks to tying it into other Office tools and
databases in order to analyze business trends and make informed decisions.

President Leonard Stein 714-533-4971 leonar dstn@netscape.net
VicePresident Robert Strader 949-646-1475 rstrader @attbi.com
Secretary Frank Mastroly 714-960-9472 fmastroly@earthlink.net
CFO/Treasurer Kevin M oser 949-631-2766 kevinmoser @attbi.com
Director 2002-2003 Red Davidson 949-548-0413 red.d@juno.com
Director-2002-2003 Ed L eckliter 310-944-5659 eleckliter @adelphia.net
Director-2002 MikeConway 714-962-2194 mchbca@aol.com
Director-2002 Sandi Tierney 714-648-2218 gadgetgoddess2002@hotmail.com
Past President Robert Walker 949-642-7681 rwalker 820@msn.com
L ong RangePlanning Robert Walker 949-642-7681 rwalker 820@msn.com
Newdetter Coordinator  MikeConway 714-962-2194 mchbca@aol.com
Readme.Doc Editor Robert Walker 949-642-7681 rwalker 820@msn.com




SCHEDULES AND REPORTS OF EVENTS

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
(SIG)

(All Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings are held at
the Costa Mesa Senior Center on the southeast corner
of 19th and Pomona at the times noted below.) The next

SIG metting will be:
7 September 2002

New User - 1st Saturday, 9:00 AM
John Lunsford 714-995-0947
jlunsford@gentech.com
3 September 2002
Quicken - 1st Tuesday, 7:00 PM
Dan Dickinson danield3@cox.net
4 September 2002
Internet / Web Publishing
1st Wednesday 7:00PM
Robert Strader 949-646-1475 rstrader @attbi.com
10 September 2002
Hardwar e - 2nd Tuesday. 7:00 PM
Ed Leckliter eleckliter@adel phia.net
11 September 2002
WindowsXP - 2nd Wednesday 7:00 PM
EdLeckliter  eleckliter@adel phia.net
17 September 2002
Windows 98- 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM
Robert Strader 949-646-1475 rstrader@attbi.com
24 September 2002
Digital Cameras / Scanning - 4th Tuesday,7:00PM
Robert Strader 949-646-1475 rstrader @attbi.com
5 October 2002
New User - 1st Saturday, 9:00AM
John Lunsford 714-995-0947
jlunsford@gentech.com

1 October 2002
Quicken - 1st Tuesday, 7:00 PM
Dan Dickinson danield3@cox.net
9 October 2002
Internet / Web Publishing
1st Wednesday 7:00PM
Robert Strader 949-646-1475 rstrader @attbi.com

ACP Swap Meet
September 29 , 2002

ACP Computer Swap M eet
which is usually held on the
fourth Sunday of the odd
month , Is held at 1319 East
Edinger in SantaAna

After all the Chadswere counted......
The new officersfor OCIPUG are:

President L eonard Stien., . 4 j )
VicePresident Robert Srader. { o
CFO/Treasurer Kevin Moser, ole | h
Secretary Frank Mastroly and thenew .f’/ -

e
Board Membersfor twoyear stearmsare ‘ia Ty
Red Davidson ALl Lo

Ed Liickliter "
Oneyear Board Members

MikeConway

Sandi Tierney

OCIPUG Hardware SIG

Meeting Date: August 13, 2002

Therewere 7 attendees (including the SIG Leader, Ed L eckliter)

The Featured Topic was. Sound Processors, Sound Cards, and Speakers
Hardware Submissions- “none”.

Random Access

We spent most of our time trying to fix the Club’s computer (subsequently
taken by Ed Leckliter to reload from scratch with XP/Home - contributed by
KevinMoser).

Frank Mastroly used the Q& A L og to submit aquestion about Dazzel’s* Hol -
lywood DV-Bridge” product (hardware/software bundle) but the question was
not addressed during the RAM session (sheet not looked at until the meeting
wasfinished). To Frank’squestion, “...will it convert audio tapeto digital ?’, |
reviewed their web site (www.dazzle.com) and concluded that it probably does
soat least directly sincethefeed to their hardwareisvideo (viaa1394/FireWire
connection) isvideo. However the software that comesin the package may be
able to use audio tape as a source for “background audio” during the record-
ing of DVD output. As such, conversion may be included. | suggest he
contact their “E-Mail usa Question” page in the “ Customer Support Area”.

Kevin brought in someinfo on“Air Gap Technology” from Whale Communi-
cations (www.whal ecommunications.com). He had communicated with the
company regarding an end-user-level version of the “air gap switch” part of
their products and asked the group for their opinions on thistechnology. See
http://www.whalecommunications.com/site/Whale/Corporate/
Whale.asp?pi=29& doc_id=2361 for the answer to the question, “What isAir
Gap Technology”. Based on Kevin's brief description and his note that the
commercia product ran around $20K, no one had much of aresponse.

Next Meeting: September 10, 2002

Next Featured Topic: Other Components (Modems, NICs, Chassis, Power
Supplies, HFAs, Fans, Keyboards, and Mice)

Following Meeting: October 8, 2002

Following Meeting Featured Topic: Planning for aNew System (the beginning
of aplanning and hands-on assembly series)

File(s) attached - also posted on the OCIPUG Hardware SIG web site
(Www.homestead.com/oci pughardwaresi g/index.html)

Presentation slidesin Microsoft PowerPoint format (.ppt).

For thelatest Hardware SIG info, please check the SIG’sweb site or contact Ed
Leckliter (SIG Leader) at eleckliter@adel phia.net.



Windows XP

s MWindows
Meeting Date: August 14, 2002 —
Therewere 7 attendees (including the Sl G Leader, Ed Leckliter)
The Featured Topic was. Chapter 4 in “Microsoft Windows XP
Step by Step” - “ Adding Hardware and Software”
Ed went thru the text, installed a USB 2.0 adapter card, tested the
card with an external Maxtor USB 2.0 hard drive, used a digital
camera to demonstrate capturing photos, and installed
Corel WordPerfect Office 2002 (OEM) to demonstrate software
installation.
Random Access - none significant (ran out of time)

Next M eeting: September 11, 2002

Next Meeting Featured Topic: Chapter 5in*“Microsoft Windows
XP Step by Step” - “Working with Files and Folders’

Following M eeting: October 9, 2002

Following Meeting Featured Topic: Chapter 6in*“Microsoft Win-
dows XP Step by Step” - “ Personalizing Windows XP’

File(s) attached - presentation materials. Filesare also posted on
the SIG's web site (http://www.homestead.com/
ocipughardwaresi g/WinX PMainPage.html).

For the latest Windows X P SIG info, please check the SIG’sweb
siteor contact Ed Leckliter (SIG Leader) at el eckliter@ade phia.net.

OCIPUG web site for the OCIPUG Win XP SIG

-http:/imvww.homestead.com/ocipughar dwar esigWinX PM ainPage.html

Quicken SIG

Dan Dickinson will show us how to install and set
up Quicken from scratch. .If you sissed the last session, be sureto
come and see the proper way to set up this great program .

Internet

Come see what Robert Strader has found on the Internet
to show you. Bring your questions and interesting you
have found to show others.

Digital Photography

Herb Huey demonstration of the Canon G-2 4 megapixel digi-
tal cameraat our August meeting.

September:

Bob Strader will demonstrate After Shot from JASC, which
alowsyou to create photo albums and then burn them to self-
contained CDs

President's Message

Hello everyone;

Just a short note to thank all of you for reelecting me as presi-
dent for thefollowing year. | will do my best.

This next meeting will be on Microsoft programs and a fine
raffle. Also | would like to remind you that thereis still timeto
attend APCUG’s L as Vegas meeting before Comdex. Seeme or
Bob Walker to find out how to sign up. It will beworthit. We are
(the board) working on the program presentations or will be at
the next board meeting so we can haveinteresting lectures. You
areinvited to attend. Until then 1’1l see you at the next meeting.
Len

General Meeting, August 24, 2002

TheAugust General Meeting of the Orange Coast IBM PC User
Group (OCIPUG) washeld on August 24, 2002, at the CostaMesa
Senior Center. Twenty-three members and three guests werein
attendance. Two of the guestswere Warren Bradford and Russel|
Ushiro, both of whom planto join OCIPUG

Ed L eckliter conducted avery informative RandomAccess (Q& A)
session. The main item of discussion was the slowing down of
the Windows 98SE boot process after installation of anew 80gb
hard drive, whereas the boot process was much faster with the
olddrive. Also, theboot timesfor Windows X P were unaffected
by the installation of the new drive. Without knowing all of the
details, Ed speculated that it could either be due to a corrupted
WIin98SE installation or that it could be amotherboard problem.
Another problem noted with the new 80gb drive wasthat the PC
would only format it to 72gb. Ed suspected that this could be a
BIOSproblem.

Bob Walker reported that he occasionally getsa“runtime” error
when running on Windows XP. Ed suggested that Bob note the
precise error message and the application that he is using and
then go to the Microsoft knowledge base to see if there is any
information on what could cause this error message and how to
prevent it from occurring in the future.

Ed was asked if it isworth it to upgrade from Windows ME to
Windows XP. The answer isthat if you can afford to do so you
should, asWinXPisfar more stable and boots up faster, whereas
WinME (which really was only aninterim OS between Win98SE
and WinXP) crashes frequently. The only caveat is that you
need at least 128mb of RAM (256mb is better) to use WinXP.
Also, although WinXP has many device drivers already in it, it
may be necessary to upgrade drivers for older pieces of hard-
ware such as video cards, printers, scanners, etc.

All those in attendance were then reminded by Secretary Frank
Mastroly to sign in and to note on the sign-in sheets any e-mail
address changes and also if they did not receive the e-mailing of
the July Readme.Doc. President Bob Walker is updating his
mailing list and needsthisinformation ASAP. Bob recently sent
out atest mailing and received three “bounces,” which when he
followed up were due to members having new e-mail addresses.
Bob then mentioned that we have new restaurant to try for our



after-meeting luncheon. Itisthe ChinaOlivelocated inwhat was
the Sizzler on Bristol near Macarthur and next door to Smart and
Final. They haveabuffet for $5.95.

Next, President Bob Walker presented plagues of appreciation for
each of the outgoing board members (many of whom will be re-
turning) as well asto Michael Conway for his efforts in editing
and proof reading the Readme.Doc.

Member David Wintle gave ademonstration on using the Spyder
ColorVision Color Calibratorsfor color management. Per informa:
tion from the adobe website, color management is required be-
cause each device reproduces color differently; the color you see
at one stage of design and production rarely matches what you
see at another. In other words, color is device-dependent - the
color you see depends on the device producing it. A scanner
interpretsan image as certain RGB values according toits particu-
lar specifications; a particular monitor displays RGB colors ac-
cording to the specifications of its phosphors; a color desktop
printer outputsin RGB or CMY K according to its own specifica
tions. And, each press produces printed output according to the
specificationsfollowed (e.g., SWOP, TOY O, DIC) and the type of
inks used. The Spyder device (made by Princeton Technologies
(www.princtontechnol ogies.com) is placed on your monitor and
calibrates your display, profiles your printer and confirms color
accuracy. It workswith both CRT and LCD displays. The price
ranges from $388 (including software) up to approximately $1,100.
Color calibration can also be done manually with some monitors,
where you print an image, scan the print, and then compare the
scanned image with the original. Monoco is another company
that produces devices for color calibration.

In responseto aquestion from the floor, Dave said that high gloss
paper isbetter than matt for archival purposes, and that aproperly
cared for print canlast for upto 100 yearsif printed using pigment
ink and, very important, if protected from light. A glassframeis
aways agood idea. However, if stored digitally, the image can
always be reprinted as required.

Dave then repeated the demonstration he presented at the most
recent digital photography SIG where hetakesfilmimagesof his
wife's 8x9 paintings and processes them using Adobe Photoshop
(or Photoshop Elements) until thefinal printed image matchesthe
original. Dave stressed theimportance of using layerswhen edit-
ing and to save the image as a TIFF file without flattening it so
that it can be edited further if desired. Asan aside, it was noted
that even if you start with a JPEG (“lossy image”) or other com-
pressed image file format, you should convert the original and
savetheimageasaTIFF (“losslessimage”) file while editing so
that detail will not be further lost each time theimage isresaved.
Aswell asfull size copies, Dave also prints business card sized
images of all prints. He supplemented his presentation by circu-
|ating exampl es show thumbnails of hiswork.

Next, President Bob Walker requested SIG reportsasfollows:

* Quicken (1st Tuesday, 9/4/2002, Dan Dickinson) - As SeniorNet
will bereceiving Quicken 2003, wewill demonstrate how the pro-
gramisinstalled and the initial stepsis setting up accounts

* Internet (1st Wednesday, 9/5/2002, Bob Strader) - Wewill dem-
onstrate Go Live

* Hardware (2nd Tuesday, 9/11/2002, Ed L eckliter) - Will discuss
hardware, such as fans, power supplies, NIC cards, etc.

* Hardware (2nd Wednesday, 9/12/2002, Ed L eckliter) - Usingfiles
and folders (Chapter 5 in Windows X P Step-By-Step book)

* Windows 98 (3rd Tuesday, 9/18/2002, Bob Strader) - Tobe

* Directors 2003 (OneYear) - Sandi Tierney and Michael Conway
Outgoing President (will stay on the board as Past President) Bob
Walker sworein the new board members.

Member David Wintle then made a presentation on downloading
music (MP3) files in the post-Napster environment. Whereas
Napster had a central server, the latest file-sharing services use a
peer-to-peer process. Among these are Morpheous
(www.musiccity.com), Grokster (www.grokster.com), KaZzaA
(www.kazaa.com), | mesh (www.imesh.com), etc. Ineach caseonce
you download the free software, you can then make requests for
not only MP3filesbut, in some cases, other filesincluding images,
MPEG/Real Mediavideofiles, etc. Asfor your own security, you
need to specify which folders and files that others may have ac-
cessto. Many of these servicesallow youtolistento themusic as
it is being downloaded so that you can terminate the download if
you feel that you really did not want that particular file. For more
details, gototheparticular siteor to CNET (www.downl oads.com).

To convert your own audio CDsto M P3s, one of the more popul ar
applications is Music Match Juke Box (www.musicmatch.com)
which comes in both a free and pay ($20) versions. The free
version will allow you to rip CDs and create MP3 files, while the
pay version provides faster performance, higher audio quality,
provides drag-and drop capability, and assists you in printing CD
and jewel box labels. For more details go to the Music Match
website. In response to a question from the floor, it was stated
that whereas audio CDsrequire approximately 10mb per minute of
music, MP3filesrequireonly Imb/minutewith littlelossin quality.

Bob Walker then demonstrated Media Browser (from Arc Soft,
www.arcsoft.com), which will create slide showsal ong with musi-
cal backgrounds, with the timing of the changing of the slidesin
rhythm with the beat of the music. Bob also demonstrated how
different music could give adifferent feeling to the samecollection
of dides, from somber to upbeat. To get alarge sel ection of music,
you can go to Mega Trax (www.megatrax.com) to purchase rights
to use various tracks and sound effects as part of your slide show.
Of course, you can always use your MP3 files as background, but
they will be converted to larger .wav filesfor the CD.

After the presentations we had our raffle, with the prizestaken as
follows:

* Leonard Stein - Windows 2000 book

* Howard Hugger - IBM scanner contributed by SeniorNet, note
pad, and aWindows 2000 VHS tape

* Frank Mastroly - Egyptian Mahjongg CD and ScanSoft PagisPro
Scan Suite CD

* Bob Strader - Mindspring Hat and mouse pad

* Warren Bradford - Pro 120 computer tool kit

* Michael Moore - “Web Design in aNutshell” book

* Red Davidson — Mahjongg CD and Tech Smith screen capture
D)

* Arlene Kane - Microsoft .NET Resource CD



My Road Trip with my
Pocket PC

By: Cheryl Wester
Orange Coast IBM PC User Group

The computer conference in San Diego, Californiaisover and
we are off to Vancouver, British Columbiain our motor home.
Will | survive two weeks without my regular computer? Will |
handle being shut upin 28 feet? Timewill tell! With the help of
my HP Ipaq 3970, | hopeto succeed. I'll even write this com-
mentary on my PPCI

First off-directions. How arewe going to find our destinations?
I’'mthenavigator and | can’t read mapsat all. 1’d getlostin my
own houseif | depended onamap. My PPC to therescue. I've
aGPS system installed. 1t is a compact flash GPS and has an
extended satellite antenna should | need it. Prior to leaving
home, | loaded maps on my SecureDigital card (SD card). With
the card inserted in my PPC and the Compact Flash GPS in-
stalled in my CF sleeve I'm off and ready. | will beusing it to
stay ontarget. Therearevariousbrandsof GPS systemsbut the
one I’'m using and can vouch for is the CoPilot. You can pur-
chaseit from TravRoute at www.travroute.com.

When we arrive at out destinations we hook up our Dish satel-
lite. Remember, I' m not use to camping and this hasto be com-
fortable! My PPC again comesto therescue. We usethe GPS
system to find the latitude and longitude in setting up the satel -
lite dish in the shortest time possible. | also have Pocket TV
Browser installed on my Pocket PC and can look up all my favor-
iteshows. It givesmereviewsand allows meto put areminder
inmy calendar so I'll never miss my shows again. This handy
little program can be purchased fromwww.pimcity.com.

As I’m winding down for the evening | enjoy reading a good
book. | don’t even haveto find my paperback. My PPC comes
with Microsoft Reader installed and I’'m quickly engrossed in
the new book by Robert Jordan, Glimmers: The Prologue to
Crossroads of Twilight. | can even download books directly
onto my PPC if | wish. All | need to do is be connected and
purchase the book of my choice.

In the morning my PPC wakes meup using thealarm | set. Asl
prepare for the day | realize that | haven’t checked my email.
Since I’ m at alocation with phone access | take my Pocket PC
and compact flash modem to the clubhouse and plug into my
ISPprovider. 1 quickly check my POP 3 email and finding noth-
ing major | log onto hotmail using third party software. When|
see enough Viagraads | log off and surf the Internet. | haven't
checked some of my favorite siteslately and want to make sure
my paycheck has been deposited in the credit union.

| still haven't received my email from my sister, soaswearecruis-
ing down the 101, | log onto my PPC using my Bluetooth cell
phone, my PPC (having built in Bluetooth) and my ISP provider. It
isgreat to be able to have my PPC in my hand and my cell phone
tucked away in my purse. With Bluetooth | have a 30-foot range
that allows me to access my phone with my PPC without physi-
cally handling both. Bluetooth technology is like a ssimplified
wireless. With the right attachments | can print, talk on the cell
phone, surf the net, check my email, and ActiveSync within a 30-
foot radius. Just think, you could be all comfortable in bed and
use your PPC to print out important papers to use the next morn-
ing. Talk about being spoiled. | have not tried that yet as| don’'t
have the attachment for my printer.

Asit getscloser to school starting (work for me), | realizel needto
contact some teacher friends. Even though I’ m on vacation some
work still needsto betaken care of. Again, my PPC to therescueas
in my contacts | have all the phone numbers and email addresses
| need.

We are seeing some of the most beautiful country. | haven’t been
in Northern California, Oregon, and Washington for a while and
have forgotten how beautiful it is. | have been taking a tremen-
dous amount of pictureson my digital cameraand I’ m anxiousto
see how they look. | pop the compact flash (CF) card out of my
cameraand insert it in my PPC. Now | can look at the pictures
using one of several picture programs. Onthistrip | have Picture
Perfect installed. It allows me to view all my pictures, see
thumbprints, enlarge them to full screen, zoom in on them for a
closer ook, and have them in a Slide Show where they automati-
cally change for me. This nifty little program can be found at

www.applian.com.

Oneof thethings| decided to do on thistrip was keep track of how
much | was spending. | could have used the built in Pocket Excel
program but decided to use a program called Traveller instead. |
purchased this program from Two Peaks Solutions, Inc. You can
find it at www.twopeaks.com. With thisprogram | wasableto keep
track of my food purchases, gas expenses, toll roads, and other
itemsaswell. It putin my calendar the dates and |l ocations of our
destinationsto make it easy to keep track of our trip. When using
thisfor abusiness expenseit even exportsit so you can print it out
in a form your accountant appreciates. When looking at this |
found that our major expense using our motor homewasgas. The
price of gas sure does vary around the country.

Okay, I’'m relaxing now-1"m on vacation. | put my feet up on the
dash, plug my headphones in and listen to my favorite music
using the built in Windows Media Player. It can’t get much better
than this.

Will | do thisagain? Time will tell, but with my husband and my
Pocket PC probably. I can honestly say having my Pocket PC with
me madethistrip easier and alot morefun. | wastruly carrying my
PC around with meinmy pocket! | wonder wherewe' Il take off to
next time?

Vacation timeisover and | need to get ready for work. My To Do
list isgetting long - so until next time. . .



Handspring Launches
Next-Generation Treo

New handheld is the first device to supportSprint’s nationwide
3G network.
Matt Berger, IDG News Service

On the heels of the launch of thefirst third-generation voice and
data network in the United States, handheld maker Handspring
Monday rel eased thelatest version of its Treo combination phone-
PDA that supports the wireless high-speed network.

The Treo Communicator 300 isbeing made
available from Handspring and Sprint PCS
Group, based in Overland Park, Kansas, !
which last week launched its high-speed
CDMA 2000 network

capable of sending voice and datato wire-
less devices at speeds equivalent to a
56-kbps modem connection. “ It represents
another step in our strategy of reorientinga | =z
large part of our business around the wire- |
less space,” says David Weilmuenster, i
director of business development at Hand- -
spring, in Mountain View, California. “We | [ & % :
believe, in the handheld category, that this passssses
particular [wireless| segment is by far the
best opportunity for growth.”

The previous versions of the Treo, includ-

ing the Treo 180 and the more recent Treo 270 color version, are
based on the GSM wirel esstel ecommunications technology. Few
new features have

been added to the latest hardware release, other thanitsability to
support CDMA 2000 technol ogy, Weilmuenster says.

Handier Handheld The Treo 300 runsacustomized version 3.5 of
the Palm OS that includes features specific to Handspring de-
vices. The Treo 300 includes 16MB of memory and a 33-MHz
processor. It features a\Web browser, e-mail, and text-messaging
software, as well as basic organizer functions, with an added
featurefor dialing anumber directly from the device's phone book.

Thedevicealso hasabuilt-in keyboard and a color screen.

The Treo 300 carries aprice tag of $500 and is available through
Sprint PCS sales channels as well as on Handspring's Web site,
Handspring said. Pricing for phone and data service on Sprint’'s
network will range from $45 to $120 a month, depending on the
number of voice minutes and thelevel of datatransmission auser
wants, according to Sprint. Handspring is one of the first hard-
ware makersto release adevice equipped for Sprint’snew 3G
network. Other devices that are expected to become availablein
the coming months include mobile phones from Sanyo Electric
and Samsung Electronics, a Sprint-branded digital camera that
cane-mail picturesdirectly fromthedevice, and wirelesscardsfor
PCs and laptop computers.

Antispam Bill Crawls Toward Senate

Senator stry again to can spam, but privacy advocates say mea-
sureisn’t tough enough.Scarlet Pruitt, IDG News Service

Senator Conrad Burns expressed confidence this week that his
proposed legislation against unsolicited advertising e-mail—
spam—would pass an upcoming Commerce Committee vote and
reach the U.S. Senate floor. This would bring the bill one step
closer tobecoming thefirst U.S. federal law that fights spam.
The Montana Republican introduced the “ Can-Spam Act” along
with Senator Ron Wyden, a Democrat from Oregon, saying that
thelegislationisanecessary step for accel erating the growth of e-
commerce.

Burns said Wednesday that based on feedback he has received
from colleagues, heisconfident thelegislation will surviveaMay
16 markup in the Commerce Committee, of which heisamember,
and sail onto to the Senate floor.Fines Threatened The Can-Spam
Act comeson the heelsof earlier similar legislation by Burnsand
Wyden. The House was considering an antispam bill aswell. Nei-
ther completed the legislative process, however. The new legisla-
tion requires online marketersto include aworking return address
and prohibitsthem from using phony or misleading subject head-
ers.

Thebill includes enforcement measuresthat givethe U.S. Federa
Trade Commission authority to impose fines of up to $10 per
infringing e-mail, with a cap at $500,000. This amount could be
tripled if courts decide that the violation iswillful. Additionally,
state attorneys general would be allowed to file suits on behalf
of residents of their states, and Internet service providers would
asobeabletofile lawsuitsto keep spam off of their networks.
Bill Called Weak However, antispam advocates feel that the bill
doesnot gofar enoughin stemming thetide of unsolicited e-mail.
“Thislegislationistoo weak. [t doesn't makespam ==
illegal, and it doesn't allow the people receiving #¢
spam the right to sue,” said Jason Catlett, presi- §
dent of Junkbusters, a privacy advocacy and §
antispam group. -

Catlett and other spam opponents are seeking legislation that
setsopt-in rulesfor spam, rather than the Can-Spam Act’s opt-out
provision, and allows a private right of action for individuals to
sue spammers. Because government agencies and state attor-
neysgeneral havelimited resourcesto fight spam, Burn’shill will
do little to deter spammers, Catlett said.However, Congress has



Step by Step: Reclaim

Hard-Drive Space
PCWorld.com

Windows utilitieshelp you delete unwanted files, apps, and OS
components; convert to FAT32; adjust your browser cache; and
defrag your hard drive.

Today’s hard drives feature jaw-dropping amounts of space. But
no matter how big your drive, you'll be amazed at how quickly
application installs, browser caches, and temporary files can eat
up your free space and clutter your system. Some simple hard-
drive cleaning measures can free up valuable disk space and get

rid of applications and datafiles that you no longer use or want.

A raft of commercial utilities can help clear disk space, but you
don’t need to lay down the bucks to get the job done. Windows
has an array of built-in tools for doing athorough drive cleaning.
You can sweep away many megabytes—and sometimes even
gigabytes—of unneeded files.As always, before you begin, do a
complete backup of your system
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1. Fireup Windows Disk Cleanup.

Double-click My Computer, right-click theicon for your C: drive,
and choose Properties. Then click the Disk Cleanup button.
Windowswill show you alist of typesof deletablefiles, alongwith
the space that can be reclaimed from each. Highlight each cat-
egory for an explanation of what will be swept away, and check the
onesyou want cleaned out. Then click OK. Windowswill ask you
to confirm your choice, and then it will delete thefilesfor you.
Repeat this step for each hard disk in your PC.
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2. Removeunneeded Windowscomponents.

Follow theinstructionsin step 1 to get to the Disk Cleanup screen.
Choosethe More Optionstab, and click the Clean up button under
‘Windows components'. You'll see alist of components you can
uninstall. For example, if you don’t play games, you can save 12MB
by deleting them. Checked components are installed; to uninstall
them, first click the check mark to clear it and then click OK onthe
Detailsdial og box and Next on the Windows Components Wizard.
Then follow the on-screen directions. You can reinstall compo-
nents later.

3. Removeunused applications.

The longer you use Windows, the more likely you are to fill up
your hard drive with applications that you rarely use. To see what
you'veinstalled, click Clean upinthe‘Installed programs’ section
of theMore Optionstab.ln Windows 98 and Me, you'll go to the
Add/Remove Program Properties screen. Highlight the pro-
gram you want to delete, and click the Add/Remove
button.Windows X P gives you more information when you click
each application, including how often you use it and how much
space it occupies. To remove each application, choose it, click
Change, and then follow the directions.

4. Deleterestorepoints.

In Windows Me and XP—though not in 98—the system stores
settings you can use to “go back” if a system change causes
problems. If youdo alot of installing and uninstalling, you'll have
many restore points taking up space. To delete all but the most
recent one, click Clean up under System Restore on the More
Options tab.

Disk Cleanup
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5.Convertto FAT 32.

If you upgraded an old Windows 95 system to 98 or Me, find any
FAT drives and convert them to the more-efficient FAT32 system.
Right-click each driveicon and pick Propertiesto list thefile sys-
tem. To convert drivesin Win 98, go to Start, Programs, A ccesso-
ries, System Tools, Drive Converter (FAT32) and follow the
directions.Me users should boot from the Emergency Disk created
whenthe OSwasinstalled. To convert adrive, type CVT, pressthe
spacebar, and type the drive letter followed by a colon (for ex-

8 ample, CVT C:) at theA:> prompt.



6.Adjust your browser cache.

Internet Explorer and other browsers cache Web pages you've
accessed. To limit the size of this cache, right-click the Internet
Explorer icon and choose Properties. On the General tab, click the
Settings button under ‘ Temporary Internet files'. Decrease the
‘ Amount of disk spaceto use’ value.
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7. Finish up.
Make sure all of the deleted files are gone. Empty your Recycle
Bin. Finaly, defragment each of your hard drives. To do this,
open My Computer, right-click the driveicon, and choose Prop-
erties. Choose the Toolstab, and click Defragment Now.

San Miastkowski
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A GROUPOF SENIORSWERE SITTINGAROUND
TALKING-

“MYARMSARE SOWEAK | CANHARDLY HOLD
THISCUPOF COFFEE,” SAID ONE

“YES, | KNOW, MY CATARACTS ARE SOBAD |
CAN'T EVENSEE MY COFFEE,” REPLIEDANOTHER.

“ITHASGOTTENTOWHERE I CANNOT HEARANY-
THINGANYMORE,” SAID ONE IN THE LOUDEST
VOICEOFTHE GROUP.

| CAN'TTURNMY HEAD BECAUSE OFARTHRITIS
INMY NECK,” SAIDTHEFOURTH,

TOWHICH SEVERAL NODDEDWEAKLY INAGREE-
MENT.“MY BLOOD PRESSURE PILLSMAKE ME
DizzY,” CLAIMEDANOTHER.

I CAN'T EVEN REMEMBER WHAT I'M DOING
HALFTHETIME; IFIDON'T MAKE MYSELFA
NOTE, | FORGET WHAT IAM TRYINGTODO IN
THE FIRST PLACE,” CHIMED ANOTHER.

| GUESS THAT'S THE PRICE WE PAY FOR
GETTINGOLD,” WINCEDANOLD MANAS
HESHOOK HISHEAD.

THEN THERE WASA SHORT MOMENT OF
SILENCE.....“THANK THE LORDWE CAN ALL
STILL DRIVE.

Microsoft PowerToys for Windows XP

Windows XP Professional > Downloads

They’re back! PowerToys are additional programs that develop-
ers work on after a product has been released to manufacturing.
They add fun and functionality to the Windows experience.

Note We' ve taken great care to ensure that PowerToys operate as
they should, but they are not part of Windows and are not sup-
ported by Microsoft. For this reason, Microsoft Technical Sup-
port is unable to answer questions about PowerToys. PowerToys
arefor Windows XPonly.

Important Notes

You must uninstall your old PowerToys before installing the new
ones. PowerToys will only work with US-English regional set-
tings.

Just look at your PowerToy choices:

Open Command Window Here

ThisPowerToy adds an “ Open Command Window Here” context
menu option on file system folders, giving you a quick way to
open acommand window (cmd.exe) pointing at the selected fol der.

Alt-Tab Replacement

With this PowerToy, in addition to seeing the icon of the applica-
tion window you are switching to, you will aso see apreview of
the page. This helps particularly when multiple sessions of an
application are open.

Tweak Ul

This PowerToy gives you access to system settings that are not
exposed inthe Windows X Pdefault user interface, including mouse
settings, Explorer settings, taskbar settings, and more.

Power Calculator
With this PowerToy you can graph and evaluate functionsaswell
as perform many differenttypes of conversions.

I mage Resizer
This PowerToy enablesyou to resize one or many imagefileswith
aright-click.

CD Slide Show Gener ator

With this PowerToy you can view imagesburned to aCD asadlide
show. The Generator works downlevel on Windows 9x machines
aswell.

Virtual Desktop Manager
Manage up to four desktops from the Windows taskbar with this
PowerToy.

Taskbar Magnifier
Usethis PowerToy to magnify part of the screen from the taskbar.

HTML SlideShow Wizard
Thiswizard helpsyou create an HTML dlide show of your digital
pictures, ready to place on your Web site.

Webcam Timer shot
This PowerToy lets you take pictures at specified time intervals
from a Webcam connected to your computer and save them to a

9 location that you designate.



Windows XP Update Nears Release

Service Pack 1 allows more user defaults for applications, adds
support for Miraand Freestyle.

Matt Berger, IDG News Service

Thursday, August 29, 2002

The impending update to Microsoft Windows XP is expected to
give end users more control over applications that launch by de-
fault on PCs, aswell as more-advanced wireless connectivity.
Microsoft is set to deliver Windows X P Service Pack 1—a set of
bug fixes, feature upgrades, and technical tweaks—to manufac-
turing “in the next ten days,” said Charmaine Gravning, product
manager with Microsoft'sWindowsdivision. Eventually userswill
be ableto download it or (soon after) purchaseit for $9.950naCD,
Gravning said.

The company isrequired to make the service pack availableto all
users by November 6 in order to satisfy its proposed antitrust
settlement with the U.S. Department of Justice and nine state
attorneysgeneral . Antitrust Compliance Service packsareastan-
dard element in Microsoft’s operating system release cycle. The
package of updates for Windows XP, however, is especially no-
table because it will introduce changes to the operating system
that bring Microsoft into compliance with the proposed antitrust
settlement.For one, users are expected to be able to manually set
the default “middleware” applications that open when Windows
XP machines boot up.

Microsoft has built two new tools into the Start menu to help it
comply with the proposed settlement deal. Oneis a function that
allowsusersto add and removetheir Microsoft middleware appli-
cations. The other is a menu designed to allow usersto “set pro-
gram access and defaults’ that specify which middleware applica-
tions open by default. For example, instead of launching Internet
Explorer to view a Web page, the user could set the default to
launch the Netscape browser; or the user could launch Real Player
instead of the Windows Media Player to play back audio or video
files.

Initsearly incarnation, however, the menu will give userslimited
applications (other than those from Microsoft) to choose from
when they try to set new defaults. To make their applications
appear in the new menu, third-party vendors must tune them with
aset of APIsthat Microsoft has disclosed under additional terms
of the proposed consent decree. So far, no third-party vendor has
made use of those APIs, Gravning said. Users who have already
set athird-party application asadefault by some other means will
be able to use their current settings as the default, she said. Li-
cense Price Drops

The noticeable changeswill occur on vendor-configured PCs, ac-
cording to Rob Enderle, research fellow with Giga Information
Group. “Thisis more targeted at the OEM installation, so when
they ship a PC they will provide a load of software to choose
from,” Enderle said. Software vendors are expected to work with
PC vendors to outfit their applications to appear in the default
setting menu, he said. Other minor upgrades to Windows XP in-
clude some changes to the controversial product- activation fea-
ture, created to prevent a single copy of Windows from being
illegally installed on multiple machines. That feature requires a
user to have a unique product key to run the software. Userswill
be prevented from installing a single copy of Windows XP on a
second PC, and will

10

10

now be referred to aMicrosoft Web site where they can purchase
a second product key online. Microsoft plans to begin discount-
ing the price of these additional product keys by $5, so a second
license will cost $15 to $30 less than buying another full copy of
the OS, Gravning said. With the service pack, Microsoft will outfit
itslatest operating system to work with new technology that sup-
ports aremote control, known by its code name Freestyle.

Windows XP Service Pack 1 will also add support for new sys-
tems such as the Tablet PC and the Mira desktop PC, officially
known as the Windows Powered Smart Display. Its monitor and

CPU are connected wirelessly, allowing users to access their har
drive and the Internet from the

detached monitor. These technical changeswon’t be apparent to
current Windows X P users because both Miraand Freestyle (of-
ficially known as the Windows XP Media Center Edition) will
work only on specialized PCsin development by some vendors.
Hewlett-Packard, for example, will rel ease an entertainment-laden
PC with TV and VCR functions based on Freestyle.

As a courtesy to OCIPUG members the
member shipsup for renewal arepublished
in the Readme.Doc

ISYOUR NAME LISTED BELOW ?. DON'T
FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

June 2002 September 2002
Dick Cruse Richard Baznik
Jesse Beguette
July 2002 Marshal Boslow
Donad Bixler Victor Olcott
Edward Eales
Rocky Ford October 2002
HelenMartin Margaret Morgan
Dennis Matthews David Yap
Jim Petit Frank Yaeger
DonReis Ralph Morgan
William Singleton
August 2002
Cheryl Wester December 2002
Karl Wester Henry Trinh
Larry Thomas JoAnna Edman
Richard Hunter John Goodman
Bob Fulkerson Frank Mastroly
Warren Frandsen Larry Pearce
Robert Strader Sandi Tierney
Ruby Strader
Hugh Wilkoff




OCIPUG Board Of Directors Meeting
August 26, 2002

TheAugust Executive Board of Directors Meeting of the Orange
Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG) was conducted on August
26, 2002, at the CostaMesa Senior Center. President Bob Walker
called the meeting to order at 7:05pm, with all officersand direc-
tors present except Vice President Morris Fier whoisstill recover-
ing from amedical condition. Incoming Treasurer Kevin Moser,
incoming Directors Ed Leckliter and Michael Conway, and mem-
ber Dave Wintle were also present. The minutes of the July Ex-
ecutive Board of Directors Meeting were approved as published
inthe July 2002 Readme.Doc and attached to the meeting agenda.
Theversioninthe Readme.Doc had typographical errorsduetoit
having been scanned. This has been corrected in the agenda.

President’s Report: — President Bob Walker reported that he re-
ceived a letter from Matt McCann of the Katz Brothers saying
that for the time being they will no longer be making Quicken
presentationsto user groups. Asaresult, therewill beno Quicken
presentation at the September General meeting.

However, Bob received our semi-annual kit from the Microsoft
Mindshare Group Support Program containing the latest versions
of PictureIt! Digital Image Pro, Encarta 2003, Works 2003, and
Money 2003. In addition, the package includes full versions of
Publisher 2002 and Front Page 2002, which can be used in prepar-
ing our newsletter. Alsoincluded are TechNet, trial versions of
M apPoint and abook, and acopy of Smart Computing magazine.
Finally, the package includes ademo video covering Digital Im-
age Pro, Windows XP Media Center Edition, Windows CE for
Smart Displays, Pocket PC, Managing your group’swebsitewith
Front Page 2002, creating your group’s newsletter in Publisher
2002, and the latest in mice and keyboards. Bob will review this
material to see what can be presented at the September general
meeting.

Secretary’s Report: — Secretary Frank Mastroly reported that we
received one membership renewal during theAugust general meet-
ing and that the check has been given to the treasurer, with copies
of therenewal application givento President Bob Walker, incom-
ing treasurer Kevin Moser, and Director Red Davidson.

Treasurer’s Report: Therewas no formal report. Rather, a sum-
mary of the activity for the period to date was distributed to all
board members. Asthisthe closeof thefiscal year, areport for the
2001-2002 year will be prepared and distributed at the next board
meeting. Therearestill some checks outstanding and thiswill be
noted in the report.

Activities Report: Because there was no July general meeting
dueto the Center being closed, the presentation originally planned
for that meeting by Dave Wintle was instead presented at the
August general meeting (see minutes of the August general meet-
ing). Asnoted in the President’sreport, therewill be no Quicken
presentation |n September, but that we have Microsoft Mindshare
material to present. Outgoing Director Chris Davidson still has
material on Windows XP that can be presented at the September
general meeting, perhapsin addition to the material received from
Microsoft Mindshare (see also President’sreport). Director Sandi
Tierney still plansto have arepresentative from PC Club to attend
the September meeting and perhaps later assist usin getting ven-
dor representatives to give presentations.
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Member Cheryl Wester istentatively scheduled to give apresen-
tation on the Pocket PC at either the October or November meet-
ing depending upon her schedule.

SIG Report: For the sake of completeness, the SIG reportsfrom
the August general meeting are presented bel ow.

* Quicken (1st Tuesday, 9/4/2002, Dan Dickinson) - As SeniorNet
will bereceiving Quicken 2003, wewill demonstrate how the pro-
gramisinstalled and the initial stepsis setting up accounts

* Internet (1st Wednesday, 9/5/2002, Bob Strader) - Wewill dem-
onstrate Go Live

* Hardware (2nd Tuesday, 9/11/2002, Ed L eckliter) - Will discuss
hardware, such as fans, power supplies, NIC cards, etc.

* Hardware (2nd Wednesday, 9/12/2002, Ed L eckliter) - Using
filesand folders (Chapter 5in Windows X P Step-By-Step book)
* Windows 98 (3rd Tuesday, 9/18/2002, Bob Strader) - To be
determined

* Digital Photography (4th Tuesday, 8/29/2002, Bob Strader) -
Herb Huey has promised to give a demonstration of the Canon
G-24megapixe digital camera. Also, time permitting Bob Strader
will demonstrate After Shot from JASC, which allows you to
create photo albums and then burn them to self-contained CDs
SIG Coordinator Bob Strader again asked if there would be any
interest in having a Pocket PC SIG, now that several members
own them. Also, asusual, volunteers were requested to assume
some of the SIG responsibilities.

SeniorNet Report: Secretary Frank Mastroly reported that the
schedule for the next session of classes, which starts Monday
September 9, 2002, isasreported at the July board meeting.
During August, the E-Machine was connected to the TV with
both Windows 98SE and Windows XP installed in a dual boot
configuration. Inaddition, asatrial effort, one of the classcom-
puters has successfully been set-up likewise using the new 20gb
hard drive. However, for the classes starting in September, the
20gb drive will be disconnected with only the 6gb drive with
Win98SE active.

Community Service Report: No report

Election Committee Report: The election results were reported
by Dan Dickinson at the August General meeting asfollows:

* President - Leonard Stein

* Vice President - Robert Strader

* Secretary - Frank Mastroly

* Treasurer/CFO - Kevin Moser

* Directors 2004 (Two Years) - Red Davidson and Ed L eckliter

* Directors 2003 (OneYear) - Sandi Tierney and Michael Conway
Outgoing President (who will stay on the board as Past Presi-
dent) Bob Walker swore in the new board members. The new
officerswill assume office on September 1, 2002.

Facilities Report: — See Maintenance And |mprovement Report
below.

Maintenance And Improvement: Incoming Director and Hard-
ware SIG |leader Ed Leckliter hasrepaired the club computer. Both
the BIOS and Restore functions are password protected, and
Director Red Davidson has the passwords. However, Ed only
installed Windows XP, as hefelt that the current 10gb hard drive
istoo small for adual boot configuration. Inamotion by L eonard
Stein, seconded by Frank Mastroly, and carried, Red Davidson,
withinputsfrom Ed Leckliter, was authorized to spend up to $80
for anew 40 or 60gb hard drive. Theexisting 10gb drivewill be
retained for additional data storage.



Publications Report: President Bob Walker reported that the Sep-
tember Readme.Doc would be published assoon asall inputsare
received. He hasreceived inputsfrom most of the SIG leaders, as
well asmaterial from Member Cheryl Wester.

Advertisings and Public Relations Report: No report, as Vice
President MorrisFier was absent asheisstill recovering from his
recent illness.

Membership Report: Director Red Davidson reported that the
rosters that he and President Bob Walker have are in full agree-
ment. We currently have 70 paid-up members. Red will give a
copy of his membership database in Works format to incoming
Treasurer/CFO Kevin Moser.

Director Sandi Tierney again repeated her suggestion that each
board member try to sign up at least one new member each year.
She reported that she gives out her business card whenever she
can, and wondered if it were possible to distribute copies of the
Readme.Doc (thisissuewasleft unresolved). Finally, she stressed
the importance of publicizing OCIPUG at the SeniorNet classes,
aswe have had several new membersjoin after taking SeniorNet
classes.

Old Business

Norton Anti-Virus - Director Bob Strader has updated our sub-
scription to receive live updates from Symantec.

Membership E-Mail List - President Bob Walker and Director Red
Davidson are continuing to update their membership rosters, with
emphasis on having the current e-mail addresses of all members.
Thus all members are requested to e-mail any changes to both
Red and Bab.

Membership Dues Update - President Bob Walker reported that
the September Readme.Doc will list those memberswho renewals
were due in June, July, and August.

APCUG Generd Conference/Comdex Exhibition: Therewill bean
APCUG conferencein LasVegas starting November 16, 2002, in
conjunction with Comdex which starts the following Monday.
Currently, Bob Walker, Incoming President Leonard Stein, Secre-
tary Frank Mastroly, Director Sandi Tierney, and membersMorris
Fier and Cheryl Wester plan to attend.

SIG Reports For Readme.Doc: Onceagain President Bob Walker
repeated his request that SIG leaders provide both a summary of
the most recent SIG and a brief synopsis of what is planned for
thenext SIG for inclusion in the Readme.Doc.

New Business:

New Budget: A proposed new budget for the fiscal year starting
September 1, 2002, was distributed to all board members. There
wasabrief discussion of several items. All board memberswere
reguested to review the proposed budget for discussion at the
September board meeting. One unresolved issue was the pos-
sible merger of the money market account with the cash budget.

Long Range Planning: Bob Walker will present along-range plan
for discussion at the September board meeting.
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Calendar For 2002-2003 — Incoming President L eonard Stein
will distribute a detailed day-by-day schedule for the year
beginning September 1, 2002 at the September board meeting.

Older Computer From SeniorNet Classes — The PC previ-
ously used in the SeniorNet classes for the TV has been re-
turned to OCIPUG. It has not yet been decided asto itsfinal
disposition. It will most likely be refurbished and donated to
alocal community service group.

Search For New Webmaster - President Bob Walker reported
that Michael Moore may be able to reassume the position of
OCIPUG Webmaster inthe near future. However, we may still
need atemporary (or permanent) replacement depending upon
Michael’savailability.

Miscellaneous:

The key to the club computer has been given to incoming
President Leonard Stein, while the key to the club post office
box was given to Secretary Frank Mastroly.

We need to get a revised bank account signature card as a
result of the change in officers. Secretary Frank Mastroly
will e-mail the previous request | etter to Bob Walker for revi-
sion.

A sealed package containing the ballots of the recent election
has been givento Secretary Frank Mastroly. Per the by-laws,
this package isto be retained for three years.

Director Red Davidson brought up the possible need to re-
vise the Policy and Procedures manual. Incoming Treasurer
Kevin Moser will e-mail a copy of the current manual to all
board members.

New committee assignmentswill be presented at the Septem-
ber board meeting. It was pointed out that one does not have
to be on the board to serve on a committee.

Adjournment: Moved by Director Red Davidson, seconded
by Secretary Frank Mastroly, and carried. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:25pm. The next board meeting will beon Mon-
day, September 30, 2002, at 7:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Frank Mastroly, Secretary



Tips 'n Tricks for Beginners
Tom Coleman

Everyoneisgood at something. It getsto be frustrating when you
arenot good at what you aretrying to do. | am hopelessat creating
Web Pages. My last few efforts put me off permanently so that
now | farm out thejob. Thereisalimit to how much new knowledge
you can absorb. We need to decide that there are some things that
we choose not to know. Then if it comes up we can “pass on that
one”. | believe that this attitude can be a real saviour when it
comesto computing. No one can be good at everything so alist of
priorities helps to save time and stress. However it can be an
excuse to be lazy or to spend money instead of learning or devel-
oping better habits.

DOSCan Hep!

No oneneedsto learn DOSthese days. Whilst agrasp of DOSwill
make some things easier, or even possible, generally it isnot part
of today’s computing requirements. That said, there are still afew
tricks that are useful. For example you can spend a lot of time
resolving the source of a printing problem using Windows. Some
printer programs are better than others at assisting your trouble-
shooting a printer. If the printer works from the DOS prompt then
the problem isnot the printer, nor the cable, nor the port. If it does
not work from DOS, then the problem is the printer, the printer
cableor theprinter port. If it printsfrom DOSthen the problemisin
Windows or the program you are using.

How do you print from DOS? You can go to Start | Programs|

MSDOS Prompt or Start | Shut Down | Restartin MS DOS mode.

Either way you will end up at the DOS prompt. It lookslikethis
C\WINDOWS>

if youwent through Start | Programs| M SDOS Prompt . Otherwise
itwill be
C\>

Both of these prompts are followed by a flashing cursor. At the
DOS prompt typein
DIR*.TXT

and press{enter}. Thiswill giveyou alisting of fileswithaTXT
extension. These files are usually plain text files, they have no
formatting and they are usually easy to print. Now, if your list of
filesistoo long for the screen just type

DIR*.TXT/P

and press{enter}. Thiswill causethelist to pause at each screen
full. And for the smartypantswho know too much. Do not use DIR
* TXT /W because we want to see the size of thefiles. You should
pick afile that isless than about 3000 bytes. Thefiles sizeisthe
first group of numbers after the file name and extension. Theidea
of picking afile of lessthan 3000 bytesisthat thiswill al fit on one
page. Thereisno point in printing multiple pagesif al you want to
do isto see whether or not the printer prints anything.

Of course you may get the dreaded “ File Not Found” message. In
this case substitute *.BAT
or*.INFforthe* . TXT.
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Test thePrinter

Having chosen afile of an appropriatelength (Thereisaniceone
called SUPPORT.TXT in CAWINDOWSin W98 SE) you can send
it off to the printer with thecommand COPY SUPPORT.TXT PRN

Of course, thisassumes your printer is plugged in, turned on and
has paper in it.

If the printer springs into action and produces the appropriate
work, all well and good. However some documents, for reasons
best known to troublemakers and mal contents, lack the signal to
tell the printer to spit the page out. Thisisknown asaForm Feed.

Theform feed signal isthe ASCII number 12 which we can gen-
erate at the DOS prompt with AL (L is the twelfth letter of the
alphabet). Thisisalsoknown asControl L (alsowritten asCtrl+L),
because you make it by holding down the Control key and tap-
ping the L key once.

You need to send the Form Feed off to the printer, so the com-
mand ECHO L > PRN will dothetrick.

Tranglated into English this means Make a copy of a Form Feed
and send it to the printer ECHO L >PRN

Management at the Zebco Novelty Co.
continued to be puzzled by the company's
declining productivity.



Mailing Address
2973Harbor Blvd, Box 621
CostaM esa, CA 92626-3934

OCIPUG, founded in 1985, is an independent California nonprofit (IRC
501-c-3) corporation, and is not affiliated in any way with IBM, any
vendor, equipment manufacturer, or other organization.

Publication Copyright © 2001

A newdletter, Readme.Doc, is published monthly. A subscription of $12
per year is included with al paid memberships. Address all inquiries,
address changes, and material for publication to the above address marked
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follows:
1. Send vialnternet e-mail to: editor Robert Walker
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3. Hard copy to Editor at the OCIPUG mailing address above.

Member ship
Benefits of OCIPUG Membership include, but by no means are limited
to:

* Subscription to OCIPUG’ s monthly newsletter, Readme.Doc, with
up-to-date information on meeting schedules as well as the newest
software and hardware.

* Free monthly General Meetings with speakers from industry and
academiadescribing advancesintechnology.

* Free Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings/seminars to exchange
tips and tricks and to solve problems.

* Free technical support from knowledgeable fellow members via
telephoneand/or e-mail.

* Pleasure in helping your fellow member solve their problems.

* Camaraderie with those of similar interests.

* Discounts from vendors on software, hardware, and other items.

Orange Coast IBM PC User Group
2973 Harbor Blvd Box 621
Costa Mesa, CA 92626-3934

Membership status: [ ] New [ ] Renewal - Member #

Title: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr. Prof. Hon.( )(Circleone)

First Name:

Street Address:

Home Phone:( )

E-mail address:

Membership type: [ ] Individual [ ] Family

Profession/Trade:

Family Member(s) Names:

Annual Dues:

Make check payable to OCIPUG
and mail to the above address

or bring to the General Meeting.

| consider my skill level to be:
[ 1Beginner [ ] Novice [ ]Intermediate [ ] Advanced

| learned about OCIPUG from:
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Last Name:
City: State Zip:___
Work Phone: ( ) Fax: ( )

[ ] Retired [ ] Current Occupation:
Company:

Individual $30.00 $

Family $35.00 $

*Full-time student $20.00 $

Donation $

Total Amount Paid $

*(U-grad 12 units; grad 6 units)

Today’s Date :
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