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General Meetings are held
from 9:00AM to noon on:

May 28th, 2005
June 25th, 2005
July 23rd, 2005

August 27th, 2005

Web Page
www.ocipug.org

Meetings of the Executive
Board will be held at noon on:

May 28th, 2005
June 25th, 2005
July 23rd, 2005

August 27th, 2005

All OCIPUG members
are welcome

Special Interest Group
(SIG) meetings

are held monthly as follows:

 1st Tuesday        Internet
 2nd Tuesday     Hardware
 3rd Tuesday      Windows

         4th Tuesday       Digital Photo

All SIG Groups start at 7:00pm

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
DEADLINE to receive group rate ($99)

for Hotel Registration (July 24)

DEADLINES for Conference Registration
July 15 - $40.00
July 22 - $50.00
July 29 - $75.00

through start of conference

The 12th Annual Southwest
Computer User Group Conference
will be held from Friday evening,
August 5 through Sunday, August 7
at the Town & Country Resort &
Convention Center in San Diego, CA.
Activities will include: workshops on
Saturday and Sunday; vendor-
sponsored presentations & meals; a
Vendor Faire; numerous prize
drawings; as well as up close and
personal time with participating
vendors. In addition, attendees will receive a T-shirt and Welcome Bag.
Attendees will have an opportunity to interface with user group leaders
having similar interests to share ideas and experiences, as well as
solutions to problems.
The conference began with 45 attendees and has grown to over 260 in
2004, representing 62 user group

12th Annual
Southwest User Group

Conference
San Diego, California

August 5, 6 & 7, 2005

We will also be looking at
Jasc’s (Corel) Digital Photogra
phy program Paint Shop Pro 9 &

peaking at their intermediate level release
Studio and PSP Album 5.

Time permitting we will also be taking a
look at the some of the features in Adobe’s
new Photoshop release Photoshop CS2 &
Photoshop Elements 3.

The new Paint Shop Pro 9 is the premier
tool for affordable, professional image
editing. With superior photo editing
power, precision graphic design and
advanced digital art capabilities, Paint
Shop Pro is the software for people whose
creativity has no limits.

As a result of extensive customer
research, Jasc has released  Paint Shop™
Pro® Studio, a new photo and image
editor aimed at consumers who want to do
more than novice photo and image editing
but without the hassle of complex
applications and a steep learning curve.
Best of all, Studio includes Paint Shop™
Photo Album™ Standard Edition FREE.

Paint Shop Photo Album 5 is a digital
photo software that will help you do more
with your photos.  It has everything you
need to organize, enhance, share and
protect your photos on your computer.

General Meeting
May 28th
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SCHEDULES AND REPORTS OF EVENTS

President Dave Wintle       949-548-7994 president.bod@ocipug.org
Vice President Robert Strader       949-646-1475 vicepres.bod@ocipug.org
Secretary Frank Mastroly       714-960-9472 secretary.bod@ocipug.org
CFO/Treasurer Shirley England       949-770-1645 Treasurer.bod@ocipug.org
Director-2004-6  Eugenia Frerichs       714-979-5356 Director1.bod@ocipug.org
Director-2004-6  Mark Borison       714-963-8296 Director2.bod@ocipug.org
Director-2004-5  Morris Fier       949-646-8292 Director3.bod@ocipug.org
Director-2004-5  Sandi Tierney       714-648-2218 Director4.bod@ocipug.org
Past President   Leonard Stein       949-454-0158 pastpres.bod@ocipug.org
Long Range Planning   Leonard Stein       949-454-0158 pastpres.bod@ocipug.org
Readme.Doc Editor   Mark Borison       714-963-8296 Editor@ocipug.org
Webmaster   Mark Borison       714-963-8296 webmaster@ocipug.org
Programs   Mark Borison       714-963-8296 programs@ocipug.org
SIG Coordinator   Robert Strader       949-646-1475 sigcoordinator@ocipug.org
APCUG Rep   Robert Strader       949-646-1475 apcugrep@ocipug.org

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP (SIG)
SIG MEETINGS

(All Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings  are
held at the Costa Mesa Senior Center on the
southeast corner of 19th and Pomona at the times
noted below.) The next SIG metting will be:

Support Our Sigs

June 7th, 2005
Internet Sig 1st T uesday 7:00PM

Mark Borison
mborison@yahoo.com

June 14th, 2005
Hardware - 2nd T uesday 7:00PM

Ed Leckliter
eleckliter@adelphia.net

June 21st, 2005
Windows - 3rd T uesday 7:00PM

Robert Strader
robert.strader@comcast.net

June 28th, 2005
Digital Cameras / Scanning -

4th Tuesday 7:00PM
David Wintle

allart@pac.bell.net

Upcoming General Meetings

May 28th, 2005
June 25th, 2005
July 23rd, 2005

August 27th, 2005



README.DOC Vol. 21.5 May 2005
ORANGE COAST IBM PC User Group

4

Orange County Fair and Exposition Center
88 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, CA  92626

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
$2.95 admission with online ticket

$5 admission at door

June 11, 2005 (Saturday) bldg. 12

OCIPUG Hardware SIG - Meeting Recap

Meeting Date: May 17, 2005 (meeting one week late due to
schedule conflict)

There were 11 attendees (including SIG Leader, Ed Leckliter)

Featured Topic(s): CD, DVD, and Other Non-"Floppy", Remov-
able-Media Drives: 2004-2005 Update

Hardware Submissions - none

Random Access - none noted

Next Meeting: June 14, 2005

Next Meeting Featured Topic(s): Graphics Processors, Video
Cards, and Monitors: 2004-05 Update

Following Meeting: July 12, 2005

Following Meeting Featured Topic(s):  Sound Processors, Sound
Cards, and Speakers: 2004-05 Update

File(s) attached - PowerPoint presentations are also posted on the
OCIPUG Hardware SIG web site (http://
www.edscustomcomputers.com/
welcome_to_the_ocipug_hardware_sl.htm)

    Presentation slides in Microsoft PowerPoint format (.ppt).

For the latest OCIPUG Hardware SIG info, please check the
SIG’s web site or contact Ed Leckliter (SIG Leader) at
eleckliter@adelphia.net.

President s Message

WWWWWelcome everyone to the Memorial Day weekend.
The majority  of the Memorial Day events will be
taking take place on Sunday. I hope you will all attend

the Memorial Day event at OCIPUG on Saturday. We had hoped
to have a representative of Adobe Systems presenting at this
meeting. Due to circumstances beyond our control,  the
representative had to cancel at the last minute. Mark has
arranged  a program in its place. Please check it out in the
program section.

As you know we have our annual election coming up in August.
This month we will be taking nominations from the floor. We will
accept nominations for the four officers and one director. A slate
of those persons nominated will appear in the June and July
“Readme.Doc”, should we publish one.

A reminder: the annual dues for the year 2005/2006 will be due on
or before the August meeting. Those that have paid beyond
august 2005 will have their dues prorated to reflect the amount.

As has been mentioned in the last few meetings we need
volunteers to perform or help with some of the duties being done
by Mark. If no one steps up to the plate or at least assists with
taking over the duties of the “Readme.Doc”, and or the
acquisition of programs we may not have any. This could cause
us to follow other computer groups in Southern California who
have a program every other month or possibility one each
quarter. We are working to get more “Programs in a Box” however
we will still need volunteers to do the presentations. Should you
like to do one please ask about how it is to be presented and
what is required. As you all know the size of the club has grown
smaller. This does not reduce the amount of work and planning
that it takes to keep the club viable. Your dues and attendance
are greatly appreciated, but your willingness to volunteer is also
needed.

I would like to commend Shirley England for joining OCIPUG and
accepting the position of Treasurer. As you may remember
Shirley joined one month then was nominated and elected the
second month she was a member. Shirley has done an
outstanding job of pulling our finances into shape. She has setup
a  system to let us know when things are due at the various
entities. We needed to do this so we would not get violations by
not filing in a timely fashion with various agencies and others
that we as a club are required to deal with.
Thank you again Shirley!

I will be doing and Art Show this weekend, but will be in
attendance this Saturday. See you there.

David Wintle
President 2004/2005
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Internet Past
AARP Website

FFFFFor millions of people around the world, the Internet has
become a way of life. It is a means of communicating with
others, a source of information, and a method of

entertainment. Increasing numbers of people are finding that the
Internet is a great place to shop, bank, and book tickets and
reservations.

No one ever imagined anything like this when the Internet
began. The initial purpose for the Internet was to provide a
communications network that would work even if some of the
network sites were destroyed in a nuclear attack. Luckily for us,
some forward thinking people in the early 1960s also saw
tremendous potential value in computers sharing information for
scientific research and military applications

In late 1962, the theory of packet switching, which later formed
the basis of Internet connections, was developed. In 1966 plans
were developed for ARPANET (as the Internet was then known).
It was renamed ARPA and was brought online in 1969 under a
government contract. ARPA first connected 4 universities UCLA,
Stanford, UC Santa Barbara and the University of Utah.
The early Internet was used only by computer experts, and there
was nothing user-friendly about it! Anyone who wanted to use it
had to get through an intensive training process to learn to use a
very complex system. As is always the case with computers, not
everything went smoothly.

By 1971, many educational institutions were plugging into ARPA
network. Scientists librarians, and engineers were all logging on.
As the Internet spread and standards for its use developed, the
Internet became slightly easier to use making it available to a
larger sector of the population. In the 1980’s some technically
oriented business people were using the Internet to
communicate with colleagues and share resources, but the
Internet was still difficult to use.
Three breakthroughs in the early 1990’s allowed the Internet to
become a tool of the average person. First, a new protocol was
initiated. It was based on hypertext that allowed links embedded
in text to link to other text or other Web pages. Then in 1992 the
first national commercial online service began to offer e-mail and
Internet access to its subscribers. Finally, in 1993 a graphical
Web browser, the predecessor of Netscape, was developed. This
brought about a revolution in Internet browsers, spawning
programs as such Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, Opera, and
Firefox
By May of 1995, services such as AOL, Prodigy, and
CompuServe were offering Internet access. The rest is history.
Yet it is an amazing history. Now we can use the Internet to buy a
pair of shoes, check our bank balance, and compare insurance
quotes. Just forty years ago, no one would have ever imagined

Charley Kline at UCLA was the first
person to use the Internet. He used

ARPANET as he tried to connect from
UCLA to Stanford Research Institute on
October 29, 1969. The system crashed as

he reached the “G” in “LOGIN”!

I’m reasonably well-organized, although my wife thinks I’m a
packrat. You’d think this would mean that I can find product
manuals for every gadget I’ve ever bought. That’s mostly true.
But sometimes my filing system fails me. Or, I’ve forgotten to
whom I loaned something. Or, someone else in the house (but I’m
not naming names) has moved it. What then?
Fortunately, manufacturers are increasingly making product
literature and documentation available online. While this isn’t
entirely out of generosity — it reduces their customer-support
workload — it’s great for consumers who can find and read the
material.
A good starting place is the manufacturer’s Web site. For
example, I’m writing this article using a Samsung SyncMaster
912n LCD video monitor. Suppose I need to know how to operate
the control buttons but I can’t find the manual. Samsung’s home
page offers a link titled “Download Center: Download Drivers,
Manuals, Software, and Firmware.” I can either enter the specific
product model number or product name, or I can search via the
product group (audio, video, computers, etc.), then by product
type, then product subtype, and, finally, by model name.

At this point, searching for the specific model took three tries
since it wanted only “912n”, not “SyncMaster 912n” but I
successfully located the product manual, which was available in
28 languages (from Bulgarian to Vietnamese). The PDF file (see
below for an explanation of PDF), was just under three megabytes
in size, dated about a month earlier, 83 pages in length, and
included a clickable Table of Contents. One minute after deciding
to look for the manual, I’m looking at it!
Another way to search is using Google, where you can enter
search terms using the format “912n manual site:samsung.com”
(without the quotes) to only search on the Samsung Web sit
(rather the entire Internet). This search took me to the right
neighborhood on the Samsung site but left me having to perform
a few more clicks to get to the manual. Sometimes search engine
results are more efficient than navigating within a product site, so
consider using both techniques.
Manufacturers often update those manuals provided online as
mistakes or shortcomings are found in the printed versions, so for
important products it’s probably worth checking their Web sites
occasionally. They also sometimes package only abbreviated
versions of the manual with the product, suggesting or expecting
consumers to download full versions from their sites.
Either way, online manuals are also useful when considering
purchases or comparing choices, since they give — or should
give! — more complete and useful information than is printed on
the box. If you’re evaluating something pre-purchase, evaluate
the manual’s organization and quality — Will you be able to find
information you need? Will you understand it? If you’re buying
something used, online availability of a missing manual can make
the acquisition much more pleasant.
Online manuals come in many formats — HTML (normal Web
pages), Microsoft Word documents, PDF (Portable Document
Format), and others. Each format has advantages and
disadvantages. HTML is nearly universal. If you can view Web
pages, you can read HTML documentation. But it may be harder
to download, save, and organize all the pieces of a large
document. You’ll need Microsoft Word software (or the free
reader) to read Word files. PDF is becoming the most popular
format for online documents, but it too requires software,
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Mr. Modem’ s Desktop
The Miracle Of The Internet

Welcome to Mr. Modem’s Desktop, a neighborly nook
   and chatty cranny of computerdom, where each month
    I share a few tenderly harvested tips, tricks, gems,

and tidbits genetically engineered to supplement your high-
cyber lifestyle. These statements have not been evaluated by the
FDA and are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent
any downloadable afflictions. 

Restore ALT-Key Shortcuts

You may have noticed in Windows XP that the underlined letters
in menus are missing. The Active Keys feature in previous
versions of Windows enabled you to press the ALT key along
with the underlined letter to activate a menu item. You can
restore these shortcuts by right-clicking your Desktop, then
selecting Properties, the Appearance tab, the Effects button, and
removing the check mark from Hide Underlined Letters For
Keyboard Navigation Until I Press The ALT Key.

Spacemonger ( http://snipurl.com/cqsn )

This free utility creates an intriguing graphical display of the
space consumed by data on your hard drive, where the size of
each folder is visually proportional to the space it consumes.
The program is a scant 103KB, and works with all versions of
Windows. There is nothing to install; simply double-click the
downloadable executable file. 

Auto-Resize Pictures In Word

If you have occasion to insert photos or other graphics in your
Microsoft Word documents, you may find that you need to
reduce the size of images. You can do that in a jiffy by first
inserting a text box (click Insert and Text Box) in your document;
then copy and paste your picture into it. The picture will
automatically resize to fit within the confines of the box. 

Font Control

When visiting Web sites, the displayed font size is generally
whatever is called for by the Web site itself. If you find most
Web site fonts are too small, as I do, you can override the
annoying 20-something, eagle-eyed Web site designer’s font
selections. In Internet Explorer, click Tools, Internet Options,

General tab, Accessibility, and then check the Ignore Font Sizes
Specified On Web Pages option. Then make your font selection
on the General tab by clicking the Fonts button. As an
alternative, you can increase the size of fonts on the fly by
clicking View, Text Size or View, Text Zoom, depending on your
browser. 

10x10 (www.tenbyten.org/now .html )

A fascinating site that takes an hourly photographic pulse of the
world. When you open 10x10, you will see a grid of the top 100
world images for that hour, ranked in order of importance, reading
left to right, top to bottom. Along the right edge of the screen are
listed the corresponding top 100 words, one for each image. Click
any word or image to see the news headlines behind the word.
This is one of the most intriguing sites I’ve encountered in a long
time. 

Where’s Tiny?

Sharp-eyed readers are undoubtedly all a-twitter having noticed
that I switched from tinyurl.com to www.snipurl.com (Snurl,
among friends) in my never-ending quest to avoid publishing
obnoxiously lengthy URLs. The URLs may still be obnoxious,
but at least they won’t be lengthy. If you need to share long,
convoluted URLs in email or documents, take a look at Snurl.
Simply paste any ungainly URL into Snurl and you’ll instantly
receive a more manageable, svelte version of the address. Snurl is
heat resistant so it’s perfect for summer usage in sveltering
weather. 

The Miracle Of The Internet

In my February column, I shared with you that after 40 years, I e-
connected with my best friend from childhood. We’re still getting
caught up, exchanging email on a weekly basis. I invited you to
submit your personal “Miracle of the Internet” stories, and you
responded in record numbers. I had planned to publish some of
your personal experiences in this column, but I received far more
wonderful stories than space permits, so I moved it to the Web.
You will find this treasure trove of heartwarming, inspirational
stories on the Web at http://snipurl.com/c20a. My invitation
stands, so if you have a story you’d like to contribute, I’d love to
hear from you. 

by Mr. Modem

Mr. Modem (Richard Sherman) is an author, syndicated
columnist, radio host, and publisher. “Mr . Modem’s Weekly
Newsletter” provides personal responses to subscribers’
computer and Internet questions, plus weekly computing tips,
Web site recommendations, virus alerts, hoax warnings, and
more. For additional information, visit www.MrModem.com
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Five More Annoying PC Annoyances

Steve Bass tackles five of his
most irritating annoyances.

By Steve Bass,
Contributing Editor , PC World; author of PC
Annoyances, 2nd Edition

When I wrote PC  Annoyances, I  thought I’d soon run
out of annoyances to fix. Ha! No sooner had the book
landed in bookstores than I was barraged with email

from—who else?—PC World and O’Reilly readers, tossing me
more annoyances to handle.

That led to the second edition of PC Annoyances. I’ve added
160 more annoyances—and fixes—to the new book. (You can

grab a copy on Amazon at http://
snurl.com/annoyed2 or see at a
chapter sample at: http://snurl.com/
sample_annoy.

It didn’t take long (nothing does
with computers, right?) for readers
to send another batch of irritating
problems. So, for your reading
pleasure, here are yet more
annoyances. (These are actual
annoyances contributed by
annoyed PC World and O’Reilly
readers.)

Speed up Adobe Acrobat Reader
The Annoyance: I use Adobe’s Reader 6 to read Acrobat PDF
files, and it takes aeons to load on my already slow PC. Isn’t
there a way to speed it up?

The Fix: There’s a quick-and-dirty fix that will make the Reader
fly onto your screen. It’s a free tool—Adobe Reader SpeedUp—
that removes many of the add-ins the Reader ordinarily loads
and few of us need. Get the tool at the http://snipurl.com/
adobe_speedup.

Kill Some Time: The guy’s (almost) a marketing genius. He’s
been covered all over the internet. Too bad he doesn’t have an
area code on his truck, eh? http://www.snurl.com/plumbtruck.

SP2 says “Reboot now”
The Annoyance: OK, so I have Automatic Updates set to
Automatic in Windows XP. But no matter what I’m doing, this
last upgrade keeps smacking a message in the middle of my
screen asking if I want to reboot now or wait until later. It’s
happening every ten minutes and driving me nuts, and no, I
can’t turn off this alert.

The Fix: Unpleasant as it is, when Microsoft has an update it
considers critical for you to install, Automatic Updates slams an
icon in your system tray. That’s its not-so-subtle way of
informing you that upgrades are available to download and
install. But here’s the rub: on these oh-so-very-critical updates,
Windows wants you to reboot your system once the installation
is complete. And like a pouty three-year-old, it doesn’t care what
you’re in the middle of doing.

So when you click on the icon in the system tray and choose
either Express Install or Custom Install in the dialog that appears,
you’re stuck. XP will keep reminding you to reboot until you’re
so aggravated that you throw in the towel, close all your open
apps, and reboot.

My recommendation? Wait till the end of the day before clicking
on the icon and agreeing to take the update.

Kill Some Time: How about reminiscing back to the time before
web bugs, spam, and, well, the internet. Remember “NYC’s Bozo
Show,” “Wonderama,” and “The Felix the Cat Show”? (Didn’t
think I was that old, eh?): http://www.tvparty.com/lostny2.html.

Unfreeze Windows XP

The Annoyance: You’re happy because your recent upgrade to
Windows XP Service Pack 2 went like a breeze. But all of a
sudden, your system freezes.

The Fix: I know, you want me to tell you why XP crashed and
how to prevent it from happening. You could try switching to a
Mac or waiting for me to write a 1,600 page-tome (neither of
which I suspect will happen). In the meantime, here’s a quick way
to get yourself out of the jam. Even though Windows XP is
locked up solid, chances are good you can still open Task
Manager by pressing Ctrl-Alt-Del. In Task Manager, click on the
Processes tab, choose Explorer.exe, and click on End Process.
Then select File -> New Task (Run), type explorer, and click on
OK. No harm if it doesn’t work; nifty rescue if it does.

Kill Some Time: The best I could do on Escape (http://
snipurl.com/dodgeit), a tough and deeply annoying game, was 9
seconds. I could probably do better with my eyes closed. You’ll
find out right away that bumping the black frame ends the game.

“I want to thank Bill Gates, his
Microsofties, and the entire

Redmond Empire. Without them,
this book wouldn’t be possible

(or even necessary).”

Cont. on Next Page
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Have you thanked a vendor lately?
by Judy T aylour ,
 APCUG Advisor

It’s important for our User Groups’continuing relationship with
vendors to remember to thank them for the variety of ways
they support our Groups: such as meeting presentations, at

the Annual Conference or Regional conferences, providing
Presentation-in-a-Box, boxes of software and goodies, free
magazine subscriptions, discounts on software, review
books,door prizes, prizes for a special holiday, and much more.

If your group reviews software, it is vital to send the newsletter
containing the review of the vendor’s product in a timely manner.
Most vendors like to receive the review within 90 days. If
someone from your group attends the Annual or Regional
Conference and writes an article for their newsletter about vendor
support at the meeting, don’t forget to send a copy of the
newsletter to each vendor mentioned. I’m sure all of the User

AOL idle Terminator
The Annoyance: I’ve about had it with America Online. Even if
I’m downloading a big file, I have to respond to that pesky “You
have been idle” warning. Hey, AOL, I’m not idling!

The Fix: You need the Terminator. And no, it’s not the California
governor. It’s a tool that keeps your AOL connection cooking
past the 46-minute envelope allowed by AOL. And it doesn’t
matter whether you’re downloading a humongous file or just
sitting and, yes, idling. The program’s free to try and costs a mere
$5 if you keep it. Grab a copy at http://snipurl.com/
AOL_terminator.

Kill Some Time: I’m often accused of offering links that are too
cerebral. That, of course, just ain’t true. Witness Blacksheep (at
http://snipurl.com/blacksheep), a cool mouse-clicking Flash
game. The trick is to pass the cursor over just the black squares,
never the red ones. (Warning: lower your PC’s volume.)

Importing DVD presentations in PowerPoint

The Annoyance: I’m well experienced with PowerPoint and can
import most everything—except DVD videos. I’ve been hunting
high and low for a way to do it; is there a trick I’m missing?

The Fix: You can call off the dogs. The trick is to spend $99 for
Visible Light OnStage DVD for PowerPoint. The handy utility
adds itself to PowerPoint, and with it you can import DVDs to
your heart’s content. For details—and a trial version—visit http:/
/www.snipurl.com/visiblelight.

Kill Some Time: You know what happens when you get to a web
page that no longer exists, right? You get a 404 error. Here’s a 404
that’s a huge waste of time and will keep you busy past at least
one deadline: http://www.ukpaganlinks.co.uk/404.htm.

Copyright © 2005 by Steve Bass and O’Reilly Press. Reproduced
with permission. Steve Bass is a Contributing Editor with PC
World and a founding member of APCUG. He’s also the author of
the second edition of PC Annoyances: How to Fix the Most
Annoying Things about Your Personal Computer, O’Reilly Press.
Check out a sample chapter at http://snurl.com/sample_annoy.
It’ s available on Amazon at http://snurl.com/annoyed2.

The Latest on DVDs
By Bob Elgines,
Colorado River Computer Club Editor , Lake
Havasu, AZ

TTTTThe DVD world is going crazy. The price range is from
$59 to $130 well within most of our budgets. DVD
blanks are down to 50 cents a piece, almost as cheap as

CDs. The top four recorder manufacturers are Plextor, Toshiba,
Pacific Digital, and Memorex.

Speed is up to 16X, which is max on the outer part of the disk,
but only 8X blanks are readily available.

Dual layer (8.5 GB of data space) is labeled as the latest big deal,
but is it really? These disks are hard to manufacture and are very
expensive. The most important thing is, what will they play in?
Well not much of anything. Most DVD players will not recognize
the format and neither will your older recorders. So I don’t look
for this to do anyone much good even in the future.

What is in the future (next year)? The digital world has still been
undecided on DVD-R and DVD+R formats, so most of your
recorders will do both. Now we come to the future of introducing
two new formats named “HD-DVD” and “Blu-ray”. These new
formats have been developed to use the new blue-laser, where
has, they have been using the red-laser in our present recorders.
Red laser single level DVDs have 4.7 GB of capacity where the
Blue-laser single layer DVDs will have a capacity of 15 (HD-DVD
format) to 25 GB (Blu-ray format) at present.

A HD (High Definition) two hour movie uses about 17.4 GB with
out max compression. The compression schemes (MPEG-2,
MPEG4, etc.) will be the same for both, so there will be no big
difference in playback quality. Here we go again, new DVD
players will be needed and this reminds us of the old video tape
war on formats “Beta” and “VHS”. Remember VHS won out due
to more recording time and lower costs. Will this be true of the
two blue-laser formats? Only time will tell.

These Blue-laser recorders and players will be coming out near
the end of this year or the start of next year, but I think we are
going to have to wait and see if they can decide on a format for
the blue-laser.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to you.
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Current Hoaxes and Urban Legends
By Ira W ilsker , APCUG Director and Columnist,
The Examiner , Beaumont TX
iwilsker@apcug.net

WEBSITES:
http://www.snopes.com
http://urbanlegends.about.com

Some of us find them cute, entertaining, exciting, and fun,
while others of us find them embarrassing, irritating, and a
waste of time.  Many forward them believing that they are

doing good, or warning of harm, or forward them because they
came from an allegedly reliable source.  A few are so convinced of
their truth that I am explicitly requested to put them in this
column, or announce them on my radio and TV show.  What I am
referring to are the hoaxes and urban legends currently
circulating on the internet that many of us seem to love to
forward to everyone in our email address books.  Many of these
hoaxes and urban legends have a grain of truth or logic in them,
while many others are totally lacking any basis in fact, yet many
of us still enjoy forwarding them without a second thought.

In order to avoid embarrassment I strongly recommend that
everyone tempted to forward such emails should check out their
validity prior to another mass send to all we know.  There are

several excellent websites that compile
information on these emails, and a quick
check can save us from the embarrassment
of sending out a hoax, and preserve our
personal credibility.  If we find that the
interesting email is indeed true, we should
still consider not forwarding them to
everyone, as many of our intended

recipients may not find our interests to their likings, and may
even be offended that we consumed their valuable bandwidth
and time.  Typically, when I receive one of these from an
acquaintance, if I am not already familiar with it, I check it out; if
it is true (a minority of the time), I may choose to selectively
forward it only to those that I think may be interested in the
topic, but I never send it to everyone in my address book.  If it is
false, I usually reply back to the sender that it is indeed false, and
include a link documenting the falsehood.  Some emailers are so
humiliated that I caught them in an inaccuracy that they reply in
anger back to me, despite the incontrovertible fact that it was
they who had sent the bogus email.

To verify the authenticity or falsehoods of these oft forwarded
emails, I use two primary, and several secondary resources.
Primarily I use the excellent and comprehensive urban legends
resource of Snopes, at www.snopes.com.  Well organized in an
easy to navigate menu format, along with a competent search
engine makes Snopes an excellent choice to check out the
validity of questionable emails.

My other primary resource for checking the legitimacy of
potential hoax emails is urbanlegends.about.com.  This site is
frequently updated with the latest hoaxes in circulation, and can
reliably document their validity.

A common topic of these questionable emails is virus warnings.
For this reason, most of the major antivirus software publishers
also compile lists of hoaxes, mostly virus related, on their
websites.  I utilize these sites as secondary resources.  It is also
notable that old hoaxes and virus warnings never seem to die
out, and periodically reappear.  One that has been documented to
be in circulation for over six years, but is again currently making
the rounds in mass emailings is the “It takes guts to say Jesus”
virus hoax.  This email, in several iterations, warns that according
to CNN, AOL, McAfee, and other reputable resources, that there
is an email circulating with a virus that can not be detected by
contemporary antivirus software and that if you open the email,
your computer will be effectively destroyed.  Every one of the
hoax and antivirus websites list this as a hoax, yet countless
copies are being forwarded by well intentioned people trying to
warn their acquaintances.   Some of the variations even go on to
state that while it may be false, it is so important that it is being
forwarded anyway.  Another similar email warning that does have
some validity is the one that says “I’ve Got Your E-mail on My
Account”.  It goes on to warn that someone is using “your”
email account to spread a virus, and I have received 10 copies of
it, all with your email address and ISP in the header. The email
then says, “I have copied all the mail text in the windows text-
editor for you & zipped then.  Make sure, that this mails (sic)
don’t come in my mail-box again.”  Attached to this dire warning
is a file, commonly named “your_text.zip”.  If opened, the file will
infest your computer with the Sober.N worm.  If it infects your
computer, Sober.N will terminate the antivirus and firewall
software on your computer, rendering it vulnerable to further
attack, and then forwarding itself to everyone in your address
book!  This Sober.N warning is the exception to the rule that most
warnings of this type are bogus.

Another dire warning, which I am receiving multiple copies of, is
the warning that a directory of cell phone numbers is being
compiled to enable telemarketers to call us on our cell phones,
consuming our valuable supply of limited minutes.  This hoax,
which is now circulating for the second time, is listed by several
sites as one of the top hoaxes in circulation.  The grain of truth in
this is that most cell phone carriers are instituting a
“411”directory service of cell phone numbers, this list will
emphatically not be for sale to telemarketers.

To see the latest hoaxes in circulation, as well as the ones in
widest distribution, check out the hoax and urban legend
websites, or the website of your favorite antivirus software.   You
may find some of the hoaxes actually quite entertaining, and
wonder how intelligent people could fall for such silly emails.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to you.

Groups have received support from many vendors in 2004/2005
— don’t forget to say thank you. Our User Group liaisons at the
various companies need tangible evidence that the User Group
community is benefiting from their support.
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TECH NEWS
By Sue Crane,
Vice President / Editor ,
Big Bear Computer Club, CA
www.bigbearcc.org
sue.crane@charter .net

Traditional 91 1 Services not available from VOIPs

The Texas attorney general filed a lawsuit against Internet
telephone service Vonage, saying the company fails to
clearly tell consumers about the limits of 911 emergency

calling over its service. The suit stems from a incident last month
in Houston where a husband and wife were shot by burglars
while their daughter tried to call 911 on a Vonage line and reached
a recording. Independent VOIP providers typically do not have
access to the traditional 911 system which carries calls to
emergency dispatchers and transmits data about the caller’s
location. As a work-around, Vonage tells customers they need to
activate a 911 service, but that service directs calls to
administrative telephone lines that in some cases are
unanswered.

MRI in a Pill
A South Korean semiconductor manufacturer has announced an
image sensor for pill-size cameras that doctors can use to obtain
accurate information about a patient’s digestive tract. The image
sensor can take up to 50,000 photographs in an eight-hour tour of
the patient’s insides by taking two pictures a second. Mass
production will begin in the second half of 2005.

Mouse Adaptor for Shaky Hands
IBM has developed an adjustible mouse adapter that
compensates for the shakes of patients with hand tumors and
other causes of uncontrollable shaking. According to the
International Essential Tremor Foundation, in the US alone nearly
10 million people are affected by essential tremor, the most
common form of hand tremors. This adapter will plug in between
the mouse and computer and is compatible with existing mice.

Cell Phone Helmets for Bikers
Motorcyclists are now able to talk and ride by using a mobile-
phone headset for crash helmets, demonstrated at the CeBit trade
show. The headsets (full-face, open-face and flip-up), have audio
capabilities at speeds up to 62 miles per hour.

Now You CAN Return Unwrapped Sof tware
In the settlement of a California lawsuit Microsoft, Symantec,
Adobe and others have agreed to publish EULA agreements on
their websites for their respective products, while CompUSA,
Best Buy, and Staples agreed to allow consumers to return
unwrapped software for full monetary refunds, even if the shrink-

wrap has been opened. Details of the settlement can be found at:
http://www.techfirm.com/AmendedComplaint-Filed.pdf

Great New Escape
Virtual reality, technology that gives users the feeling they are
somewhere else, can be of great value in treating people suffering
from a variety of physical or psychological conditions. Therapy
based on the technology is being used in a small number of U.S.
clinics to treat burn victims and people with phobias such as the
fear of flying, spiders, and heights. Researchers say the
technology holds enormous promise for treating PTSD,
addictions and for use as a distraction technique in painful dental
and medical procedures, including chemotherapy and physical
therapy.

Creative Commons Rewrites Copyright!
When Chuck D and the Fine Arts Militia released their latest
single, “No Meaning No,” They encouraged everyone to view,
copy, mix, remix, sample, imitate, parody and even criticize it
under a new licensing scheme called Creative Commons that
some say may be better suited to the electronic age than the
controversial copyright license. More than 10 million other
creations — ranging from the movie “Outfoxed” and songs by
the Beastie Boys to the BBC’s news footage and the tech
support books — have been distributed using Creative
Commons licenses, which allow artists to keep “some rights
reserved” rather than “all rights reserved”. Online users can go
to www.CreativeCommons.org and search its archives.

WinFS to be included in WinXP Update
Microsoft has said it plans to add support for WinFS to
Windows XP. The operating system will support all three key
Longhorn components WinFS, Avalon, and Indigo. Win FS is
built on top of the fundamentals, which would include security
features and technology to make sure applications and drivers
don’t conflict. A first beta of Longhorn is set to ship by the end
of June. Microsoft plans to have a beta test version of WinFS
available when Longhorn ships, probably late next year, and add
it as an update to  WinXP later. Microsoft is expected to handout
a pre-beta preview release at the Microsoft Win HEC Conference.

New Photoshop CS Details

Adobe is still finding its bearings after it unintentionally released
details of its next Photoshop upgrade. The company quickly
pulled down the announcement, but Google  never forgets.
Check out Publish.com’s rundown of the new features:http://
ct.eletters.whatsnewnow.com/rd/cts?d=181-431-1-278-41858-
19872-0-0-0-1.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to you.
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(Does Microsof t Listen?
By Bud Bondietti,
Editor , PC Post,
Modesto PC Users Group, CA

A fter a long frustrating ride with my desktop computer and
its numerous error problems, the day came when I knew
the only thing to do was to do a factory reinstall.  I lived

with the errors and frustration for a long time, since I knew I
didn’t have all of my data backed up although I did keep up with
all the updates and precautions one normally takes when dealing
with the “Internet World.”  On making a backup, my start off
point would be to backup all the data that I wanted to hang onto,
including my vast music collection and tidbits of information that
I have picked up over the years.  One of the wonderful points of
owning a computer today is that the cost and feasibility of
backing up your data is so much easier than 10 years ago.  Back
then, one had to utilize recording media (floppies, tape and such)
that couldn’t always be depended upon to keep the data safe.  In
addition, you had to allot a large block of time for completing the
backup.  Today, with the availability of large capacity DVD disks
or external hard drives, backing up is easier and faster.  Case in
point, I backed up my 250 gigabyte hard drive in a little over an
hour to my external 300 gigabyte hard drive, while tidying up my
computer area.  So on with the story.

After performing everything I could think of to prepare for the
big event, I got out my restore CDs and settled in for the battle.
After putting CD number one in the drive, I received a message
that the reinstall could not be performed from the desktop and
that I needed to shut the computer down and reboot from the
CD-Rom drive.  So I exit windows and reboot with the CD in the
CD-Rom drive, and the program starts to do its thing.  I’m
thinking I could be done with this by mid-afternoon and then
things start going wrong.  An error message stating that the hard
drive partition is not big enough to handle the operating system
is found so that process will be halted.  Well, so much for a
simple chore.

I try once more with the same results and then realize that I’m
going to have to find a solution to the problem so I take the
restore CD out of the drive then boot up the computer and head
to the Sony website to see if they have an answer to my problem.
After searching the online database for over an hour with no
results, I realize I’m going to have to pay for human tech support,
so the next chore is to find a phone number that I can call for tech
support.  After a little searching, I finally locate the number and
get ready for another wait to talk to someone who can help me
out.  After a short period of time (15 minutes or so) and a credit
card charge of $19.95 (my computer is out of warranty), I finally
get to talk to Todd.  I explain the problem to Todd and he says
the first thing we need to do is to get to the bios menu, so we go
into reboot mode and before the screen changes I start tapping
the F2 key and the system goes to the bios menu.  Todd then
instructs me to go to the exit section and arrow down to the
“restore system defaults” line and select that.  I do so and then
“save changes and exit.”  The system boots up and Windows
starts it usual routine.  Todd then says to put my system restore

CD back in the drive and reboot.  While following Todd’s able
instructions, I watch as the factory restore program starts up and
allows me to complete my original objective.  Thanks Todd, $20
well spent.  So, with the system restored, I head on to reinstalling
all of the programs that I need to do the things I like to do.

After getting the factory restore project completed, I next wanted
to upgrade to Windows XP professional as I need the extra
power that program gives with networking.  This part went very
smoothly and now it was time to start reinstalling all of the
additional programs that I use on a daily basis.  My first step was
to re-install Microsoft Office 2003 and it actually went smoother
this time than the first time I installed it.  After installation, I
always make it a habit to reboot the computer even if the system
doesn’t ask me to.  After the reboot, I started checking out the
Office applications, and to my satisfaction everything worked
smashingly.  Once again, I rebooted and, to my dismay, I got a
closing error message that I was all too familiar with from my
previous installation.  Starting to get that sinking feeling, I
rebooted again and again to see if the error was a fluke or what.
To my disappointment, it wasn’t a fluke and so I was faced with
trying to fix the problem. After a moment or two’s thought, I
realized that the problem occurred after installing Office 2003 so I
set off to the Microsoft website to see if anyone else may have
had the same problem and to see how they fixed it.  Just my luck,
no one else in the world had the problem so I began thinking
about contacting tech support and paying them to help me solve
the problem.  After a long drawn out search, I finally found the
number for tech support and, of course, all of the times were
busy; the wait time was over an hour and they suggested that I
try emailing my problem to tech support.  I thought that this last
suggestion was probably the least expensive and prepared in my
mind what I needed to say.

After sending my email to tech support, I prepared for a long
weekend wait to hear back from Microsoft.  The next morning,
Saturday, I received a phone call from Microsoft, not an unusual
occurrence since I became a Microsoft Partner but I was
surprised when the gentlemen on the other end started asking me
questions concerning the error message I had questioned.  After
I described the error message in a little more detail, the gentlemen
asked if I was going to be home in an hour.  I said I was and he
assured me that a real live tech support person would call back
and try to help me solve the error.  I was shocked that someone
would take that much interest in my problem, and warily waited
for the phone to ring.  Within 45 minutes the phone rang and a
gentlemen named Amit Singh helped me walk my way through
the problem.  It turned out to be a conflict between a Sony Viao
program and Microsoft.  After about two hours of trial and error,
my computer was back to being the error-free system that I
enjoyed using.  My conclusion is that the big guys do listen –
you just have to learn where to yell.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to you.



README.DOC Vol. 21.5 May 2005
ORANGE COAST IBM PC User Group

12

INTERNET TALK
by
Frank Chao (GSBUG)
(May 2005)

Welcome to the 81st “Internet Talk” article for “The
                  Bug Report”, a  publication of the Greater South Bay
                    PC Users Group (GSBUG).   If your computer is
bloated, lethargic, or perhaps even infected, you might wish to
do some computer “spring cleaning” in honor of the season !

GSBUG MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Joyce Oliver reports that as of April 6th, GSBUG has 144
members, which is exactly the same number as in March.  Keep
up the great work, Joyce!

“TOP TEN REVIEWS” WEBSITE

For some informative reviews of software applications of all
types, check out http://www.toptenreviews.com/

The featured articles at this site are a great way to learn about
many aspects of computing, including Internet access.

“PC MECHANIC” WEBSITE

“PC Mechanic” is another great Website for you to learn about
computers and networks:
Go to http://www.pcmech.com/index.htm
and let me know what you think of it !

Their “Optimization” pages at
http://www.pcmech.com/sysopt.htm
are a great place to learn how to tune your computer for maximum
speed and efficiency.

“NETWORK REP AIR” IN WINDOWS XP

During the second week of April, a friend of mine was able to use
“Network Repair” when he got an error message that said that
“Windows cannot obtain an IP address”.

Here is how you can run “Network Repair”:
Click on the “Start” button on the Taskbar”.
Click on “Control Panel”.
Double-click on “Network Connections”.
Right click on “Local Area Connection”.
If “Enable” is one of the options on the context menu, click on it.
Right click on “Network Connections” again if the context menu

The “Network Repair” function in
“Windows XP” can sometimes resolve
network problems when other methods
such as the “ipconfig” and “Network

Troubleshooter” fail.

if not shown. Click on “Repair”.
A “Repair Local Connection” box is displayed as the Windows
attempts to perform network repair.
After this process is ended, click on the “Close” button.

BACKWEB

Caveat emptor!  Consumer beware! :

According to Backweb’s Website, they provide software for
automating software updates.
See http://www.backweb.com/products/polite_sync_server/
software_updates.cfm for details.

“Backweb” is bundled with some computer accessories made by
Hewlett Packard,  HP/Compaq, Kodak, Logitech, and Western
Digital.

These manufacturers are apparently using “Backweb” for
different purposes.
http://cexx.org/dlgli.htm

“Backweb” apparently arrives in the CD-ROMs that are
packaged with their products.  Because these CD-ROMs install
“Backweb” into people’s computers without asking for
permission or without warning of possible deleterious effects,
“Backweb” is sometimes called “foistware”.  It also does not
allow it’s removal by means of “Add or Remove Programs” and it
does not offer an “Uninstall” icon or menu selection.

While Backweb is not spyware or adware in the strictest sense of
the term, several friends of mine have found their computers
rendered inoperable by “Backweb”.  I was unable to determine
whether “Backweb” itself was the problem or if some other item
of spyware/adware piggybacks onto it to cause trouble. The
unfortunate result is the failure of all attempts to access the
Internet for both Web access and the downloading of e-mail into
e-mail clients such as “Microsoft Outlook..”
Whether “Backweb” or “Backweb” plus some other item of
malware was the culprit is immaterial. The net result was that
“Backweb” needed to be removed in order to restore the
computer’s Internet connection !

PLAN A:

“Spybot—Search & Destroy”,  Lavasoft’s “Adware”, and many
anti-spyware utilties are able to detect “Backweb” and these free
anti-spyware utilities can sometimes eradicate it for you. If they
fail, go to

PLAN B:

The following procedure will remove most “infestations” of
Backweb:
Click on the “Start” button on the Windows Taskbar.
Click on “Search”.
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Right click on the item.
Rename the item by adding two underscores proceeding the file
name.
For example if the name of the item is
C:\Windows\system32\backweb.exe
rename it to C:\Windows\system32\__backweb.exe
Make sure that all of the “hits” are renamed as stated above.
Then, reboot your computer.
If the above does not resolve the problem, then go to

PLAN C

If “Plan A” and “Plan B” fail to remove Backweb, start by
following the instructions at
http://www.iamnotageek.com/a/359-p1.php
Then follow the advice at
http://www.neuber.com/taskmanager/process/backweb-
8876480.exe.html
Then do ONE of the following, depending on how you
contracted Backweb:

For advice on how to remove Western Digital’s version of
Backweb, see http://cexx.org/dlgli.htm
and http://www.2-spyware.com/remove-backweb-client.html

For help on how to remove “Backweb” when it is contracted
during the installation of software that comes with Kodak digital
cameras, see http://chooseknowledge.com/Backweb.htm
and http://groups-beta.google.com/group/rec.photo.digital/
browse_thread/thread/5865adc0048eb2ec/
264973de38495edd?q=Backweb&rnum=6#264973de38495edd

When “Backweb” is obtained during the installation of the
software CD that comes with a Logitech mouse and/or keyboard,
see
http://groups-beta.google.com/group/talk.politics.guns/
browse_thread/thread/cf00961586aa6516
736f171f83dcaaad?q=Backweb&rnum=46#736f171f83dcaaad

In my friend’s case, “Plan A” failed and “Plan B” worked.
One final word about Backweb:
Please feel free to draw your own conclusion about
manufacturers of products that bundle such heinous software
with their otherwise excellent products.

WAYS TO CONTACT ME:
If you have any questions or problems, I can be contacted by the
following methods:
1.  Send me e-mail at: fchao@pacbell.net
2.  Leave me a voice message at
     (310)768-3896.
3.  Send “snail” United States Postal Service (USPS)  mail to
Frank Chao
4001 Inglewood Ave., Ste. 101
PMB 305
Redondo Beach, CA 90278

Or sell your computer and take up oil painting instead !!

Windows: Better
Than Sorry
By Gabriel Goldberg

Though the Windows operating system isn’t usually
     dangerous, it includes a special “Safe Mode”. This is a
      handy way to boot a PC to investigate and fix problems.

You may have read advice about when to use this, and even how
to run it. But scarce and fragmented Safe Mode information can
make it sound more exotic than it is.

Windows XP books’ indexes provided surprisingly few entries
for “Safe Mode”. I found the best coverage in two O’Reilly
books, “Windows XP Pro: The Missing Manual” and “Windows
XP Home Edition: The Missing Manual”. Naturally, Google found
a gazillion hits. But they’re mostly “just the facts” write-ups
targeting people who already know “what” and “why” and just
need “how” information. So this article provides background for
this built-in Windows facility.

Over the years, as it became more powerful and reliable,
Windows grew significantly from its slender 1992-era Version 3.1
self. There’s no free lunch; learning new tricks required more
software. But that complexity gets in the way when problems
occur. Just as doctors rarely diagnose patients through heavy winter
coats, Windows needs to shed layers to expose problems’ causes.
Safe Mode slims Windows down, only loading and running
specific pieces needed for basic operation. So your video display
looks strange in Safe Mode because Windows doesn’t load the
monitor’s specific driver program. This lets you recover from
problems caused by buggy drivers you may have just installed.
There are other restrictions: you likely can’t get online and may
not be able to print. But Safe Mode lets you perform tests, fix
problems, and install/uninstall programs.

If you think your PC may have a virus or spyware, it’s worth
installing the antidote in Safe Mode, since some malware
prevents installing anti-virus software. If installed anti-virus
software can’t remove a virus, Safe Mode may let it succeed.
(Some experts recommend always running virus/spyware scans
under Windows in Safe Mode.) If defragmenting your hard drive
never finishes, Safe Mode may remove programs that keep
interrupting it. And it lets you erase files that Windows normally
says are in use (though only do this when you’re sure what
you’re doing).

Windows XP defines two kinds of user accounts:
“administrator” and “limited”. An administrator can install/remove
software, change settings, etc., while a limited user can only run
programs and use facilities. Even if only one account is defined, a
secret companion called Administrator is available. Booting in
Safe Mode lets you access this account, handy when normal
accounts won’t work — for example, uninstalling software that
doesn’t want to leave.

Enter Safe Mode by repeatedly pressing F8 as your PC boots,
just after BIOS information displays; then select Safe Mode from
the options list. Leaving Safe Mode is simple — just reboot via
the Start button and your usual procedure; Windows will return
looking normal again, not holding a grudge for being run in a
diagnostic mode.

‘ Cont. on Next Page
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Here’s an important point: It’s worth practicing booting into Safe
Mode when you’re relaxed and your PC is working properly.
Consider running a PC in Safe Mode to be like starting your car’s
engine with the hood up at a service station. It’s routine; there’s
nothing alarming about it. But just as you wouldn’t want to open
the hood for the first time (Where *is* that latch release?) when
something is wrong with your car, you shouldn’t first use Safe
Mode when you’re already worried about a PC problem.
And a PS: It’s sometimes hard picking between a dozen
competing books on a topic. A helpful technique for evaluating
choices is searching for a few topics — like Safe Mode — in the
books’ indexes and judging them on coverage.

Link to digit al movies with Movielink
by Sherry Zorzi,
APCUG Advisor and Director of
Cajun Clickers, Baton Rogue, LA
www.clickers.org
szorzi@apcug.net

While Blockbuster and Netflix (www.netflix.com) battle it
             out for your entertainment dollar, a new online player
             just may sneak around them.  Movielink

(www.movielink.com) allows you to order and download recent
movies on a pay-for-view basis.
The movies are downloaded to your PC for viewing there, or on a
TV connected to the PC, or on your laptop.  The cost is about $5
for a recent release, but some offerings are as cheap as 99 cents.
You have 30 days after download to watch the movie.  You are
renting the movie, though, for a 24-hour period which means that
once you click “Play”, you have only the next 24 hours to watch
(and re-watch, if you like) the movie.  You can buy additional
viewing time at a reduced rate.

While visiting the Demonstration Digital Home at the Consumer
Electronic Show in Las Vegas in January, I got a coupon for a
free download from Movielink.  I visited Movielink’s, website as
soon as I got home and decided to give it a try. The selection of
movies is pretty good and includes most of Blockbuster’s Top
Ten Rentals.

Before downloading a movie, you must register with Movielink.
They are not overly intrusive, asking only for name, email
address, sex, and age during the registration process.  You will,
of course, probably want to deselect the opportunity to receive a
free email newsletter from Movielink.

Movielink installs Movielink Manager software onto your
computer, which controls the download and playback of the
movies you order.  You should read the End User License
Agreement carefully, since it does give Movielink and its
partners (RealNetworks and Microsoft) the right to push
upgrades and updates to you without asking permission.  That
might be a deal-breaker for some – indeed, it almost sent me
running for the hills. But for the sake of you, the reader, I bit the
bullet and signed on the virtual dotted line.

The download took about 25 minutes on my Cox cable internet
connection and proceeded smoothly.  It was several weeks
before I had a chance to view my movie.  When I clicked “Play”,
though, the media player would not load the movie so I went to
their website for help.  The live chat feature of Movielink’s
website worked beautifully.  I was very quickly connected with a
technician who reset my account and had me re-install the
Movielink Manager software.  Within minutes everything was
working fine.

The video quality of the movie was excellent.  Watching a movie
on the typical PC, though, is much different from watching one
on the typical TV.  My computer screen is a 17 inch LCD flat
screen.  The image was beautiful but much smaller than my TV.  I
don’t have a top of the line sound card nor great speakers on
that particular computer either, so the audio was acceptable to me
while not outstanding.  Next time I’ll probably download my
movie to a different computer in my home – one that has a top-
notch video card, a top-notch sound card, and an awesome
Surroundsound speaker set that includes a huge subwoofer.

I’ll probably rent from Movielink again.  I’m intrigued by the
possibilities of instant access to the movie of my choice without
leaving home or waiting for it to be mailed to me.  The service
would be even more attractive to me if it offered a monthly
subscription deal and if it allowed me to transfer my rental to the
device of my choice, including my Pocket PC and other
computers on my home network

Movielink and other services like it may not overtake brick-and-
mortar rental stores like Blockbuster or online CD rental services
like Netflix overnight.  But it’s a worthy opponent and will
become more and more of a threat as more homes connect their
TVs to home entertainment PCs.  Give it a try.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to you.

Safe Mode Cont.

Shutdown/Restart Your PC from a Shortcut

It is very easy to create a shortcut
to shutdown or restart your PC on the desktop:

¨ Right-click an empty area on the desktop
(or choose any folder), then select 'New>Shortcut'.
¨ In the Shortcut Wizard, in the location box type
"shutdown -s -t 01" (to shutdown your computer) or type
"shutdown -r -t 01" (to restart your computer).
¨ Press the 'Next >' button, then give the shortcut a name
(for example: "Shutdown Computer" or "Restart Computer")
and then press the Finished button.

Then all you have do is double-click the shortcut,
and your computer will shutdown or restart itself
depending on what shortcut you created.

Windows Tip
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Everyone’ s a Publisher ,
and Blogs are Our Printing Presses
By Gabe Goldberg,
APCUG Advisor and Columnist,
AARP Computers and T echnology W ebsite

J ust when we think we understand technology and its
      buzzwords, it all changes. E-mail, chat rooms, Web
     boards, instant messaging, and cell phone cameras —

haven’t they been around forever? But one of this year’s hot
words is still a bit mysterious: blog. It’s neither the villain in a
Star Wars movie nor a weather phenomenon: it’s simply an
abbreviation for “Web log”. A blog is an online diary or journal,
usually casual and open for all to read.

Blog topics vary as widely as the people who create them. They
can be personal how-was-my-day recordkeeping; focus on topics
such as politics, technology, religion, etc.; and include pointers
to other online resources — such as other blogs!

To be interesting and effective, blogs need constant care and
feeding. Blogs attract visitors, links, and buzz by being timely, so
people are unlikely to visit blogs that don’t frequently show new
and interesting content.

But before you learn to read blogs — and it’s often as simple as
visiting Web sites! — you’ll need a reason to do so. Searching
Google for “blog” and “senior citizen” yields almost 30,000 hits.
That’s too many to explore but shows that blogging offers
something for all ages. So I’ll explore a few interesting blogs,
then describe ways to explore the “blogosphere” (the world-wide
and ever-growing collection of blogs).

Hosted on a colleague’s Web site, Dr.John Huth’s blog
[jimbuie.blogs.com/john_huth/] highlights his personal crusade
to reduce senior citizens’ isolation through computers. Recent
posts include “Video-Conferencing: the Killer Application to
Reduce Isolation and Depression Among the Elderly” and
“Bedside Computers in Hospitals”.

TravelPod [www.travelpod.com/], an elaborate and polished Web
site, describes itself as the Web’s “original travel blog”. The
assortment of travel journals, travelogues, travelers, and
destinations inspires me to hit the road! You can browse
highlighted stories or search on interests. For example, having
enjoyed a trip to Denmark about 15 years ago, I found dozens of
bloggers discussing the country.

Web site Moreover collects news and information from
thousands of editorial sites and more than a million blogs. Its
“Consumer: Senior News” page [p.moreover.com/cgi-local/
page?index_seniors] includes varied material such as travel,
insurance, retirement, and crime.

John Woolington hosts a simple but deep technology blog well
worth visiting [maturetechnology.blogspot.com/]. Titled
“Technology Is Not The Simple Life”, it includes observations
and opinions about coping with change.

For anything-goes fun, visit Wil Mosher’s blog
[dailysnooze.blogspot.com/]. He’s a curmudgeon and proud of it,
noting that he “hides in his hole by day, emerging at night to
frolic and fornicate in the moonlight... When he gets off the
couch!”

Ken’s Weblog [kengory.blogspot.com/] proudly shows a fellow’s
family, friends, politics, humor, and favorite Web links. It’s clear
that having a blog is like having your personal TV station or
magazine!

Gossip Cooler [www.seniorcitizens.com/weblog/
gossipcooler.html] is a daily blog about growing older. The site
it’ s on has useful info and links interleaved with many
advertisements; since there’s no hint who writes or runs the site,
be careful.

A woman artist/activist/writer’s blog
[windchimewalker.blogspot.com/] offers her responses to world
events, disability, and life. Describing herself as a “raging
granny”, she leaves no doubt where she stands on issues. Blogs
like this show the Internet’s power to share ideas and create
communities by allowing readers to comment on what Patricia
says.

A simple blog [www.lazydazers.com] lets you read about and see
pictures of a couple’s RV travels and adventures.

Finally, the Ageless Project [jenett.org/ageless/] is a fascinating
compilation of Web sites (not all are blogs) illustrating that “the
personal, creative side of the web is diverse and ageless”.

Blogs and RSS are becoming increasingly popular and are getting
good press coverage
[techweb.com/article/showArticle.jhtml?articleId=57700173].

You can visit the blogs I’ve referenced as simple Web pages with
normal hyperlinks. Many blogs are also readable via RSS (Rich
Site Summary), an Internet technology which can bring material
from multiple publishers/blogs to you as it’s published, without
your having to visit multiple Web sites. I read RSS “feeds” via
my email software, Mozilla Thunderbird, and through a Web site
which collects RSS feeds [www.bloglines.com/myblogs].

This article appeared originally on AARP’s Computers and
Technology Web site, <www.aarp.org/computers>. (c) AARP
2005. Permission is granted for reprinting and distribution by
non-profit organizations with text reproduced unchanged and
this paragraph included.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to you.
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From The DealsGuy for June 2005, by
Bob (The Cheapskate) Click, Greater Orlando
Computer Users Group

My wife and I attended the FACUG spring conference
               and it was again a total success. There were 173
               attendees from 41 user groups. They have done a great
job of keeping vendor support and someone really excelled at
obtaining door prizes. Our raffle tickets were not drawn until
almost the end of the first round (doorprize drawing); typical for
me, but we still drew pretty good prizes. We had to go to work
that day and I was ready to leave, but my wife reminded me that
Dave Whittle would be doing the raffle for an Intel motherboard
and P4 chip so I decided to stay for that. Good thing because the
first paper Dave pulled had my name on it. I was astounded and
excitedly stepped up to receive my great prize. What really
surprised me were all the congratulations from people that I know
would have loved winning it. Now all I have to do is get the new
machine built.

Some of the roundtables were very popular tech session. It gave
attendees a chance to see some other products in action. It was a
great conference and I congratulate all the planners for a job well
done. APCUG was well represented by some of its’ officers who
mingled with the attendees, and Peggy Ireland chaired a round
table on the benefits of APCUG. A few derogatory remarks by
attendees during the vendor panel bothered me. You will find my
article in APCUG reports, and Dave Whittle also wrote one. One
person said the vendor support was poor and “unacceptable”.
Another complained about their bad experience with a “free”
service offered by a vendor who does it just to be helpful, and
those were only two of the complaints. I feel the vendor support
we still have is very good and we are lucky to have it. However, I
still do not agree with asking vendors to provide meals for the
event. Officers of both APCUG and FACUG always tell me that
people won’t attend if they have to buy their own meals. Are we
that greedy and cheap? I hope not because the camaraderie and
learning experience at these events is always great.

Surprise Fella, You’re Out Of Luck!

I read an article by Lynn Kauer, editor of the Blue Chip News,
newsletter of the Saginaw Valley Computer Association, that
might interest you about hard drive warranties. When purchasing
an Iomega drive he was urged by the clerk to purchase a store
warranty because hard drive warranties begin on the day of
manufacture. At home, he checked the Iomega Web site, entered
the serial number of his unit just purchased, and found that the
warranty had indeed already expired. He still had 14 days from his
date of purchase to buy a store warranty.

When attending the Comp USA show, I talked to the guys from
Western Digital about that and they confirmed it was standard
policy. They said the problem is how long a drive sits on shelves
at distributors and stores, and that almost nobody keeps their
purchase receipt. But if a purchaser still has their store receipt
should the drive fail within the stated warranty, they will honor
the warranty from the date of your receipt. I can’t speak for all

vendors, but keep your store receipts just in case that is their
policy also.

I Did Something About The W eather

I’m still bragging about my new weather station. Both my wife
and I really enjoy ours, especially the Big Weather Picture
accessory that lets you easily see all of the day’s stats at a
glance. I’ve seen other brands at shows, but none I’ve seen had
anything like the Big Weather Picture. Peet Bros. displayed at the
Home & Garden Show recently and said they’d still honor my
deal of including an inside temperature sensor and a serial cable
at no extra charge. [http://www.peetbros.com]  Even our visitors
are always fascinated and ask about ours. To get the special,
send your order to [peetbros@peetbros.com]. We especially
watch the peak wind speed information and the rain gauge. We
sometimes wonder when we are at work if it rained at home, but a
glance at the Big Weather Picture will tell us all that when we get
home, and how much.

A Deal Renewed

Right at my deadline, I had to withdraw a deal that they said was
not ready yet from Zio Corporation for a small and convenient
product that handles all of the memory cards for digital cameras
and cell phones, and also serves as a USB hub. Hopefully, it
should be ready for the DealsGuy column next month. In place of
it I am reminding you about “CameraMate VideoSafe” and
“CameraMate Real Time Video” by Zio Corp from last month’s
column that had rebates expiring May 31, 2005. I am happy to say
they have extended those rebates. I will include text from a
message they sent me:

“Purchase select Zio Corp. products from any retailer from Feb.
05, 2005 through Sept. 30, 2005. Submit a completed rebate offer
form; the original UPC code from select Zio products packaging;
a copy of the dated ‘Any Retailer’ receipt for the select Zio
products purchase with the retail price circled. Consumer also
needs to include the rebate sticker (outside the box) along with
the UPC code.” For information on those products see [http://
www.easiestvideoever.com]. My friend is having a great time
playing with those Zio products that I asked him to test out for
me last month.

Announcement For ActiveS tartup Deluxe
Below is an edited announcement:

“I’m pleased to inform you that HexileSoft releases ActiveStartup
Deluxe! We offer a 30% discount on
ActiveStartup Deluxe to user group members.

“Smart StartUp Manager For NT-based Windows OS With Anti-
Malware Options. Startup manager is a popular software
category with dozens of different titles. ActiveStartup Deluxe has
been specifically designed for network-based Windows versions,
like Windows NT, 2000 and XP. The program gives its users a
brain-dead simple way to backup and restore startup settings,
add/delete/disable programs on the startup list, and control
services.
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If you play a Microsoft CD backwards it plays satanic messages.
Worse yet, if you play it forwards it installs Windows.

Submitted by Siles Bazerman
ORCOPUG

“Unfortunately, the Internet is packed with malicious software
like an overstuffed sandwich. Viruses, worms, trojans, spyware
and other malware can easily sneak into PCs and wreak havoc.
Oftentimes, the only way to catch the intruders is at the startup
point. This is why ActiveStartup Deluxe offers users to perform
virus check at startup and makes it possible to run, stop, enable
or disable any service that may be used by malicious software.
ActiveStartup Deluxe is capable of opening system utilities like
RegEdit or SysEdit, checking for “dead” files on the startup list
or launching any application. The program does not require any
in-depth computer knowledge - ActiveStartup comes with a
simple clean interface, support for clipboard and dragging &
dropping, hotkey activation and other beginner-friendly options.

“ActiveStartup Deluxe is very easy to operate. This tiny
application (only 691 KiloBytes) has been awarded over a dozen
prestigious awards including a four-cow rating from TuCows.
There is also another version of the program with fewer features
called ActiveStartup. The differences between these two
versions are available at [http://www.hexilesoft.com/
windows%20startup%20managers.html]. A 30-day trial version is
available at www.hexilesoft.com for evaluation purposes.
ActiveStartup Deluxe 1.07 is priced at $29.95 US Dollars per
copy.”

Any inquiry, please contact Oleksandr Svider at
info@hexilesoft.com
Company website
[http://www.hexilesoft.com]
Product page
[http://www.hexilesoft.com/activestartupdx.html]
Download
[http://www.hexilesoft.com/files/activestartupdx.zip]
Buy link
[http://www.hexilesoft.com/purchase.html]

Last Minute Problem

Just before time to send out the DealsGuy column to the editors,
I could not send messages, but could receive them. Earthlink tech
support says my Eudora Email software cannot be configured to
work with their new servers. I may have to find another ISP so be
aware that my email address may change.

That’s it for this month. Meet me here again next month if your
editor permits. This column is written to make user group
members aware of special offers or freebies I have found or
arranged, and my comments should not be interpreted to
encourage, or discourage, the purchase of any products, no
matter how enthused I might sound. Bob (The Cheapskate) Click
[bobclick@mindspring.com]. Visit my Web site at [http://
www.dealsguy.com].

Buzz
The Latest News
July 2005 • Vol.3 Issue 7  PC Today Magazine

Longhorn Faces More Setbacks

Microsoft continues to encounter roadblocks on the way
                to the release of the much-anticipated Windows
                “Longhorn.” As of press time, the company was facing a
court injunction filed by Alacritech, a California-based networking
company. Alacritech claims that Longhorn’s TCP-
offload technology, code-named Chimney, infringed
on its patents. It could’ve been worse, though;
Alacritech originally sought a total block of the
Longhorn OS but had to settle for blockage only of the Chimney
technology. Despite this setback the Redmond company still
claims that the upcoming OS has plenty to offer, with enhanced
security, search, and networking features chief among them.
Longhorn is expected to ship in the latter half of 2006.

Windows XP  Gets A 64-Bit Facelif t

64-bit computing took a major step into the mainstream this spring
with the release of Windows XP Professional x64 Edition and
Windows Server 2003 x64. Although backward-compatible with
older processors and software, the revamped OSes are capable of
considerably more. The upgraded WinXP Pro will be able to

address a whopping 16TB of virtual memory and
nearly 130GB of physical RAM. Microsoft also
claims that the 64-bit version of Windows Server
2003 is capable of handling nearly three times as
many users per server than the 32-bit version.

Users of 64-bit systems can currently upgrade to the 64-
bit OSes for the cost of shipping and handling, provided that they
have previously purchased the 32-bit OSes from Microsoft. The
ability of the 64-bit OSes to run 32-bit applications should help
users make the transition to 64-bit computing at their own pace.
This transition will require 64-bit hardware drivers, something that
could potentially frustrate users of dated devices.

The Future Of Broadband

Usage of broadband is expected to grow over the next few years
as more bandwidth becomes available everywhere and will create
more networking possibilities. By 2009, researchers at Parks
Associates project that more than 8,000 subscribers will have
broadband service. The following chart shows a breakdown of
what they types of services people will likely use through the end
of the decade; see how mobile wireless increases.

U.S. Broadband Subscribers by Access Technology (in millions)

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Cable Modem 17 19.9 22 23.7 25
DSL 12.6 15.1 17.3 19.5 21.7
Fixed Wireless 2.2 3 4 5 6
Mobile Wireless 0.1 0.2 0.6 1.2 1.5
Total 32.5 39.1 45.4 51.5 56.9
SOURCE: PARKS ASSOCIATES
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Guerilla Wireless
Protect Your Network
From Known Threat s
PC Magazine
July 2005 • V ol.3 Issue 7

There is a lot of buzz in the media these days about wireless
network threats. On the one hand, public awareness is
good; it gets people thinking about the various ways

hackers can break into a
network and gain access to
someone’s data. On the other
hand, sensationalist stories
can cause unnecessary panic
without offering any real
solutions.

Network security isn’t a
brand-new topic. It’s been an

issue for years. However, threats specific to wireless networks
have suddenly become a lot more important. Millions of people
now use wireless networks at home and at work. Public hotspots
are popping up all over the country; you can surf the Web
wirelessly at airports, coffee shops, and bookstores.

If you haven’t used a wireless network yet, be prepared to
become addicted. Most wireless routers cost less than $100 these
days; by purchasing one, you can connect all of the computers
in your house to each other and to the Internet without running
cables everywhere. Recent laptops come with wireless
networking built-in, and cards for desktop computers and older
laptops are inexpensive (often $50 or less).

With a wireless network card, you can take your laptop from
room to room, or even outside to the lawn, and surf the Web. You
can pack your laptop (with wireless network card, of course) in a
bag, head over to your local coffee shop, and spend a few hours
working (or just checking email and instant messaging). The
benefits are too great to ignore, and worries over Internet
security shouldn’t prevent you from taking advantage of them.

 The Threat s Are Everywhere

This article aims to sort through the new threats. We’ll go over
some of the latest off-the-beaten-path wireless hacks and show
you how hackers use them to break into networks. We’ll tell you
what you need to know in order to protect your data while
surfing wirelessly.

[* No filter found for the requested operation. | In-line.•Âõ
*] Wardriving. The wardriving threat occurs when an enterprising
hacker takes along a laptop with a wireless network card in his
car. The wardriving aficionado drives around a neighborhood
with his laptop and an omni-directional antenna, taking note of all
the unsecured wireless networks that pop up on his laptop’s
screen. Sophisticated wardrivers even use GPS software to
record the latitude and longitude of the network, though they can
also just record the location manually in a text file to post to the
Internet later.

Warchalking is a variation of wardriving. Popularized in London
in 2002, people walk around a city and mark open wireless
hotspots on the sidewalk using a series of symbols. The
markings wash away with the rain, so it’s difficult for police to
issue citations.

These kinds of tactics serve a variety of purposes. Chief among
them is the notion that surfing the Web should be free, and
wardrivers are simply providing a service for other people. A
more insidious use is for anonymous attacks. A hacker could
return to the location of an unsecured wireless network in order
to launch illegal attacks and other activities from it.

Evil twin. It’s a dramatic name for an interesting concept. In this
scenario a hacker sets up a portable access point outside a
corporate network. The hacker uses sniffing software to figure
out the corporate SSID (Service Set Identifier, or name of the
wireless network) that workers use to make a connection. Then
the hacker configures the portable access point with the same
SSID and a strong enough antenna to potentially fool computers
to connect to that network instead.

Once this happens the hacker has access to the corporate
authentication information. The hacker can then use this to break
into the corporate network. This kind of attack is actually not
new; it was sometimes known as a “soft access point,”
commonly found at wireless trade shows. Once a hacker sets up
an evil twin and cracks the corporate network, he could trigger
something called a “man-in-the-middle” attack in order to sniff
out usernames and passwords. Now that you can find wireless
networks everywhere, the attack has become a lot more
dangerous.

This ploy is successful because Windows XP machines
automatically connect to any wireless network they’ve
successfully connected to in the past (unless you disable this
feature). Normally the automatic connection makes it easy for
you to go home or to a remote office, pop open the lid of your
computer, and immediately begin working.You can then work
over the Internet or corporate LAN (local-area network) without
having to do any configuration. Unfortunately, this ease of use
creates a vulnerability.

Rogue access points. Rogue access points are any wireless
routers, hubs, and so on, that are not part of the main network
design. There are two types of rogue access points: incidental
and deliberate. A worker can create a rogue access point by
mistake by bringing in a wireless hub to expand the local network

in her cubicle, or there could be an
otherwise undocumented router
somewhere on the network that the
IT department missed during an
upgrade or move.

Wireless security is a major issue given the
public initiatives for free wireless access.
An example initiative is NYCwireless

(www.nycwire less.net), which is a Web site dedicated to the development
of a public wireless infrastructure in New York City.
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There are also rogue access points that a hacker deliberately sets
up. These are similar to evil twins, but instead of going after the
corporate network SSID, rogue access points simply use a
common SSID, such as “linksys,” that matches the default
setting many consumer wireless routers use. If someone at your
work also has a router at home with this default name, the laptop
will attempt to connect to the rogue access point instead of the
corporate network.

Wi-phishing. Another variation on the evil twin theme, wi-
phishing is used to attack public hotspots such as those you
would find in a coffee shop or bookstore. Sometimes tech experts
use the phrase synonymously with evil twins. The setup is
identical to the evil twin scheme but with a twist: The hacker sets
up a duplicate Web page that matches the welcome screen at a
local hotspot. They often use an official sounding SSID such as
the name of the shop or a popular wireless carrier.

When an unsuspecting computer user connects to the hacker’s
SSID, he will attempt to purchase time at the hotspot by inputting
his credit card information. This lets the hacker collect that
information. If the hacker is really devious, he can even pass this
user through to the Internet. From this point the hacker can read
and collect anything the person types on unencrypted sites.
Fortunately, this doesn’t apply to secure sites such as those you
find at financial institutions and many email accounts.

So how do you tell a hacker’s site from the real thing? One big
clue is in the URL you logged into. Check out the address bar in
your browser; if you’re supposed to be on a secure site (such as
the one that belongs to the coffee shop when purchasing time),
but the URL starts with http:// instead of https://, there’s a
chance someone compromised your connection. If the phisher is
smart, he will set up a secure site, but you’ll still often notice
additional letters or numbers, the @ symbol, and other potential
signs that you might not be on a safe Web site.

 Safeguard Your W ireless Network

Now let’s go over some of the basic steps you can take to secure
your own wireless network. First, be sure to turn off SSID
broadcasting on your router’s configuration page. (While you’re
in there, make sure you change the default administrator
password for the router, as well.) This means your SSID won’t
pop up automatically as a potential network to connect to
whenever someone else’s machine is in range.

However, this alone won’t secure your system if someone is
actually searching for
networks to break into using
monitoring software. Every
packet of data your computer
sends and receives has the
SSID attached to it, so a
hacker will be able to figure
out the SSID soon enough.

In the Wireless Network
Connection Properties dialog box, you can configure the
connection properties for each network.

The next step is to enable encryption on your home network. You
have two choices: WEP (Wired Equivalent Privacy) security,
which is easier to crack but works with older wireless hardware,
and WPA (Wi-Fi Protected Access) security, which is more
robust (though not all wireless devices support it). Either one of
these will give you considerably more protection. If a hacker tries
to mimic the SSID and set up an evil twin, the security keys for
the encryption won’t match and the hacker won’t be able to read
your data.

However, programs such as AirSnort (airsnort.shmoo.com) and
WEPCrack (wepcrack.sourceforge.net) can easily defeat WEP.
AirSnort listens for WEP keys; after a certain amount of time
sniffing network traffic, it can compute the WEP key in use in
approximately one second. WEPCrack works a little differently,
exploiting weaknesses in the protocol to crack the keys. These
are not the kind of programs someone can download and run on
his home PC. But any enterprising hacker with Linux will have
access to these and a multitude of other “dual-use” applications
he can use for hacking.
For the best protection, use WPA encryption in the home, as well
as 802.1x authentication for corporate private networks. Talk to
your IT administrator at work and find out the accepted
guidelines for connecting wirelessly to the corporate LAN. After
you log into a VPN (virtual private network), it’s extremely
difficult for a hacker to read any of your data. Even if he sets up
an evil twin, the security keys won’t match.

If you want to go even further, consider using MAC (Media
Access Control) address filtering. Each network card inside your
computer has its own MAC address. You can allow only certain
MAC addresses to connect to your network. This will virtually
ensure no one else can connect to it, but it’s a bit of a hassle if
you change computers often or if a friend brings her laptop over.

Security on the Go

Securing your laptop in public requires different tactics. If you’re
in a hotspot but not using it, disable your laptop’s wireless
network card. This is simple to do in WinXP, and it automatically
ensures that your computer won’t be subject to any wireless
security intrusions. Open the Start menu and select Control
Panel. Double-click Network Connections, right-click your
wireless adapter, and select Disable. This will change to display
Disabled, Firewalled. Re-enable your wireless network card later
when you want to connect to the Internet. If you plan to use the
hotspot, turn off automatic connections and manually connect to
the appropriate network. Confirm the SSID of the hotspot name
and get the exact spelling.

No matter what new threats appear on the horizon, the basics of
WinXP security still hold. First and foremost, use a personal
software firewall as well as a hardware firewall. (The one that
comes built into a router is sufficient.) You also need antivirus

Cont. on Next Page
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and spyware software. Keep your computer up-to-date with the
latest security patches from Microsoft by periodically running
Windows Update from the Start Menu. Don’t forget to download
flash updates for your hardware router in addition to the software
firewall, antivirus, and spyware products installed on your
machine. This might seem like a lot to keep track of; fortunately,
you can configure many popular software packages to download
updates on a regular basis.

Finally, one of the most insidious threats in public places is by far
the easiest and most common. Known ironically as shoulder
surfing, this is a name given to those nosy types who like to look
at what someone else is typing on their computer in public. This
could be innocent curiosity or just plain nosiness. But there are
people out there who will observe your usernames and
passwords and will write them down for future use. When
entering sensitive data, try to use your body to shield the screen
and keyboard from view as you type in a password. Keep all of
this in mind as you surf wirelessly, and you’ll be safe and secure
out there in the wilds.

by Jamie Lendino

Cont. from Previous Pg.

Hotspot Guide
Wi-Fi Wherever You Go
PC Magazine July 2005 • Vol.3 Issue 7

Thanks to Wi-Fi, you’re never far from the global network-
           of-networks that is the Internet. As many of us come to
           depend on the Internet more in our daily lives, the ability
to access the Internet whenever and wherever becomes
important. Although worldwide wireless Internet access isn’t
something we’ll likely see in the next couple of years, there are a
growing number of isolated wireless “pockets” that let you
connect to the Internet without wires. These access points, or
hotspots, let users connect their wireless-capable devices to the
Internet, either for free or for a charge. A hotspot consists of a
computer and wired router that connect to a Wi-Fi network
device, such as an access point, or a gateway device, which
wirelessly manages the incoming and outgoing Internet traffic
for other wireless devices. The terms “gateway” and “access
point” commonly refer to the same thing, but they are different.
A wireless gateway is essentially an access point with the
addition of NAT (Network Address Translation) routing and
DHCP (Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol) server, which lets
multiple computers and devices share a single Internet
connection. Businesses that have existing wired infrastructures
that use NAT routing and DHCP server functions can turn off
these functions on gateway devices or deploy access points,
which are typically less expensive. Gateways and access points
also frequently come with differing features, including built-in
firewalls and extra management functions. From the standpoint
of a user connecting to a hotspot, both devices work the same.
A single wireless access point typically has a range of a few
hundred feet in all directions. Anyone within this range using a
Wi-Fi device can connect to the Internet; however, you’ll
experience higher bandwidth the closer you are to the access

point. You can create a hotspot of any size depending on the
number of access points you use and where you place them.

Get Loose If you have a notebook with wireless capabilities or
a PDA, you’re well on your way to cutting the Ethernet cable that
keeps you tethered to your desk. Even without a wireless
adapter, you can purchase external USB, PC Card, or Compact
Flash wireless adapters that let you surf from any location that
offers public wireless Internet access. Although multiple
specifications exist, we’ll cover the ones you need to know.
Which Wi-Fi to buy. The Wi-Fi Alliance (formerly the Wireless
Ethernet Compatibility Alliance) developed the Wi-Fi standard,
which refers to 802.11b wireless technology. The other common
wireless standards include 802.11a and 802.11g, and the WiFi
Alliance refers to these technologies as enhancements to Wi-Fi.
The bourgeoning 802.11i and distant 802.11n standards are more
secure and quicker, but they aren’t standards you’re likely to
encounter for a while. Wireless adapters using the 802.11a
standard are capable of up to 54Mbps of bandwidth, but they
only communicate with other 802.11a devices and access points.
802.11b devices are generally cheaper, but feature data
transmission speeds of only 11Mbps. The most compatible
devices are those that comply with the 802.11g standard, which
are as fast as 802.11a and backward compatible with 802.11b
hotspots. If you’re not sure what standard you’ll encounter
most, you can equip your notebook or PDA with a multiband
Universal Wireless 802.11a/b/g adapter. Most public hotspots
feature 802.11b or 802.11g networks, so you shouldn’t have any
trouble connecting if you decide to go with one of those
adapters. Hot On The Trail  If you want to access the Internet
while you are away from home or work, turn your computer (with
its wireless adapter) toward the places people gather. Airports,
coffee shops, public parks, school campuses, fast-food res-
taurants, and even campgrounds are joining the wireless
revolution and offering wireless Internet access. Generally any
businesses looking for your business are likely hotspot
locations. The best way to divine your nearest Wi-Fi source is to
check a hotspot directory on the Internet. With new hotspots
cropping up all the time, and lesser-known service providers
jumping into the game, no single directory will list all of the
available hotspots. If at first glance you come up empty handed,
try searching different directories to develop a clear picture of the
wireless access near you.

802.11b Compact Flash card lets your
PDA connect to wireless Internet.
Intel has partnered with JiWire to offer one of the better Wi-Fi
directories (intel.jiwire.com) on the Internet. These access points
are Centrino mobile technology verified hotspots, so you can
rest assured that your Centrino notebook will have no trouble
connecting. JiWire’s Web site (www.jiwire.com) has the same
hotspots, but it also includes Quick Links that list free hotspots,
as well as hotspots by location, such as cafes, hotels, and
airports. Wi-FiHotspotList.com (www.wi-fihotspotlist.com)
features a simple interface that lets you look for 802.11-compliant
hotspots by partial or complete address, city, state, or region.
The Wi-Fi FreeSpot Directory (www.wififreespot .com) is another
good site to check out, especially if you’re interested in free
hotspots. At press time WiFinder (www.wifinder.com) listed
13,460 registered hotspots. HotSpot Haven
(www.hotspothaven.com) lists more than 37,000 hotspots
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worldwide and lets you search by ZIP code and browse user-
submitted hotspot reviews. For a slightly different look at the
world of Wi-Fi, check out WiFiMaps.com
(www.wifimaps.com), formerly known as Zhrodague WiFi
Mapserver, which lists any not-necessarily-public hotspots
that wardrivers find. Wardriving is the practice of driving
around in search of wireless networks and plotting the
locations of those access points with a GPS device. (See
“Guerilla Wireless” on page 52 for more information.)
Although accessing these mostly private hotspots may be
illegal, WiFiMaps.com does give you a good idea of the sheer
scope of Wi-Fi’s adoption. Bought and paid. If you’re a
frequent Wi-Fi user, you may benefit from either a pay-as-you-
go or subscription-based plan with a WISP (Wireless ISP).
WISP home pages can also be a good place to look for
hotspots. A few of the more pop-ular WISPs include Boingo
Wireless (www.boingo.com), T-Mobile (www.tmobile.com),
iPass (www.ipass.com), and Wayport (www.wayport.com). Get
Your Wi-Fi On Now that you know how to find hotspots,
connecting to them with your Wi-Fi capable device is the easy
part. After you locate a hotspot, simply turn on your wireless
device. If you’ve connected to the hotspot’s provider in the
past, and your device is configured to connect automatically,
then you can open your browser and sign on. If this is a new
connection, you need your device to first detect the wireless
network.

Hotspot finders, such as the WiFi Locator from Hawking
Technology, detect nearby Wi-Fi signals.
Make sure your laptop is configured to automatically obtain
an IP (Internet Protocol) address and DNS (domain name
system) address. To do this in Windows XP, right-click the
Network Connections icon from the System Tray and click
Open Network Connections. Right-click Local Area
Connection and then click Properties. On the General tab,
scroll to and select the Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) checkbox,
and then click the Properties button. On the General tab, make
sure the appropriate radio buttons are selected to
automatically obtain both the DNS and the IP address. When
you’re done configuring your wireless connection, click OK.
You can view the available wireless network connections by,
again, right-clicking the Network Connections icon in the
System Tray and then clicking View Available Wireless
Networks. Click Advanced to open the Wireless Network
Connection Properties dialog box. Select the wireless
network’s SSID (Service Set Identifier) from the list of
available networks that appear on the Wireless Networks tab.
The SSID is little more than a name tag that identifies any
incoming and outgoing traffic for a specific network. If you try
connecting in an area with overlapping access points,
particularly those that different providers operate, your Wi-Fi
device may detect more than one SSID. Make sure to select
the appropriate SSID for the hotspot you’re trying to connect
to. You may need to select the Allow Me To Connect To The
Selected Wireless Network, Even Though It Is Not Secure
checkbox. Now is a good time to mention that the standards
that most hotspots use aren’t very well encrypted and secure.
Make sure you have at least a firewall (enabled) and a third-
party antivirus utility (with updated virus definitions) before
connecting to any wireless network. Most hotspot providers

recommend using a VPN (virtual private network), which uses
encryption, authentication, and key management to keep
eavesdroppers away. Some WISPs require you to download and
run a small application in order to get access. After you connect
to the hotspot, open a browser if one does not open
automatically. You should see a splash screen or Web page that
walks you through the account registration process. Some free
hotspots merely require you to enter your email address in order
to gain access. Once you register, you’re ready to surf the
Internet. Finally, if your ISP charges you by the hour for your
Internet connection, make sure you log off when you’re done.
Wi-Fi Aspirations Although we’re still a ways from realizing a
global wireless network, wireless hotspots are the beginnings of
a network that will one day let us access the Internet everywhere
in between our bedroom and the boardroom. The technology
exists, so go out there and get a taste of what’s to come. by
Andrew Leibman
The Big Thr ee Wi-Fi Airpor ts When traveling, airports are a
great place to find hotspots. If you happen to be passing
through any of these three major airports, you should have no
trouble finding a decent wireless Internet connection for work or
to just pass the time before your next flight. Los Angeles
International, together with Boingo, Airpath, and T-Mobile,
offers wireless Internet throughout the airport. You can find Wi-
Fi in: • Alaska Boardroom • American Airlines Admirals Club in
Terminal 4, near Gate 43B • Bradley Terminal • Gates 33 and 39 in
Terminal 3 • Gate 62 in Terminal 6 • Terminal 1 near the
International Currency Exchange kiosk • Terminals 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
and 7 • Tom Bradley International Terminal South Mezzanine •
Singapore Airlines Club Chicago O’Hare International, along with
Telia HomeRun, iPass, T-Mobile, and BT Openzone, offers Wi-Fi
throughout the airport. Hotspots are located in the following
areas:• United Airlines Arrivals Lounge C16, First Class Lounge,
and Red • American Airlines Admirals Club in Terminal 3
Concourse G, Flagship Lounge K, and Terminal 3, near Gate H6 •
British Airways FIRST and Terraces Lounges • Carpet Clubs near
Gates B7, B18, C16, and F3 • Delta Air Lines Crown Room Club L2
• Scandinavian Airlines LoungeHartsfield-Jackson Atlanta
International, along with providers including Air-path, iPass, and
T-Mobile, offers Wi-Fi service in a variety of locations. You can
find hotspots in the following areas: • North Terminal • American
Airlines Admirals Club • Delta Air Lines Crown Room in
Concourse T near Gate T6 • Delta BusinessElite Lounge in
Concourse E near Gate E14 • Delta Crown Room Club in
Concourse A Centerpoint and in Concourse A near Gate A17 •
Delta Crown Room Club in Concourse B, near Gate B10, and near
Gate B25 • Delta Crown Room Club in Concourse E, near Gate E14
• United Airlines Red Carpet Club in Concourse T, near Gate T14
Hotspot Finders If you’re seeking a hotspot to do some surfing,
try one of these hotspot finders, which can scan for wireless
networks within several hundred feet. Canary

Wireless (www.canarywireless.com) offers the Digital Hotspotter
HS10 ($59.95), with a display that tells you the hotspot’s SSID
(Service Set Identifier), channel number, signal strength, and
whether or not encryption is in use. Another popular model is the
Kensington (www.kensington.com) WiFi Finder Plus ($29.99),
which in addition to finding available Wi-Fi signals, also detects
nearby Bluetooth devices. Hawking Technology
(www.hawkingtech.com) makes the WiFi Locator HWL1 ($39.99),
which can filter out non-Wi-Fi signals. PCTEL (www.pctel.com)
makes one of the smallest devices, the WiFi Seeker ($29.95),
which has an LED signal-strength indicator and feels right at
home on your key ring.
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Conserve Ink and $ave
By Sandy Berger

If you have an ink jet printer, you know how quickly they can
gobble up ink. You can scour the stores for the best price on
ink cartridges, use refillable kits, or order cheap cartridges

online. But the best way to save money on ink is the same way
you save money on your water or electricity…..use less.

Here are a few tips for conserving
on ink:

1. Print only what you really need.
If you click on the Print icon, the entire Web page or document
will print. If you do not need all that information, use a slightly
different procedure. First highlight what you want to print by
dragging the mouse across the words or picture. Then go to the
menu at the top of the screen and choose File. In the Print
dialog box you will see an area for the Page Range. Click on
Selection. Then click on Print. Only what you have highlighted
will print. (If the word “Selection” is grayed out so you can’t
select it, it means you have not highlighted your selection. Go
back and try again.)

2. Print in Draft Mode.
This prints everything lighter and significantly reduces ink
consumption. Draft mode will give you poorer quality print.
Since each printer is different you will have to experiment with
this to see if the results are readable for you. There are several
ways to access the draft mode, but the easiest is through the
print dialog box that we used in Tip #1. Click on Menu, then
Print. Choose Preferences. This dialog box will look different for
each printer, but you will see a place to choose Draft Mode.
This is usually under the Quality Options. If you don’t see it
immediately, look around. You may have to choose a different
tab from the top of the box, or click on another choice to find it.

3. Use Print Preview.
Have you ever had the printer kind of go wild and print ten or
twenty pages when you only intended to print one or two? You
can prevent these potential disasters by using the Print Preview
feature. Again, instead of clicking on that Print icon, choose
File, Print, Print Preview. Print Preview will illustrate exactly what
is going to print. The screen will show you the first page. Be
sure to look at the top of the page where you will see how many
pages will print and where you can scroll through to see each
page. Often, especially with Web pages, you will only need to
print the first page. If that is the case, you click on Print right
from the Print Preview screen. This will bring up the handy Print
dialog box where, under Print Range, you can choose to print
only the pages you need. Click on the circle in front of Pages,
and then fill in the pages you want to print. You can stipulate
the first page only by entering a 1 in the box, you can choose to
print a range of pages by entering 1-2 or 1-4, or you can print
selected pages by separating them with a comma ie. 1,3,5 etc.
This will also save money on paper.

4. Print in black only.
This is a great way to conserve color ink. You can find the
option for this in the Print dialog box. It is generally under the
Advanced option. If you decide to print in black only, be sure
to use color occasionally to keep the color cartridges from
drying up.

5. If you print a lot, consider a laser printer.
Consumable costs for laser printers are less expensive than
those for ink jet printers.
Sandy Berger is a nationally respected computer
authority, radio host, and author.

Chasing the Internet

By Gabriel Goldberg
APCUG Advisor and Columnist,
AARP Computers and T echnology W ebsite

A  long-ago famous and favorite I Love Lucy episode
showed Lucille Ball and sidekick Ethel facing an ever-
faster conveyor belt delivering chocolates for them to

wrap: they couldn’t keep up. The Internet sometimes makes me
feel as though I’m at the wrong end of that conveyor belt.
I confess that I don’t always reduce online interruptions and
information coming at me. I’m not yet a recovering info-junkie, so
this article is definitely “do what I say, not what I do” advice.
The Internet is like the accelerating candy conveyor belt. There’s
more content (online newspapers, portals, Web rings, etc.) and
more forms of content (e-mail, Web sites, mailing lists, blogs,
streaming audio/video, downloadable music, Web cameras, etc.)
But even with today’s pace of change, whether we do it
deliberately or just let it happen, we create our own online
experiences. So we can make it fit our needs and change it when
necessary. I’ve sometimes resisted dropping e-mail lists because
I once liked them. That’s silly - my and your most precious
resource is time.

So I’ll share these time savers:
Tell people what you’re interested in; if they scan online and
offline resources for you, you don’t have to.

Tell people what you don’t want!
If you don’t want jokes, motivational sayings, political news, etc.,
then cancel your subscriptions and ask people to stop including
you when sending that type of material. I like jokes, I like
technology, and I’m interested in politics, but some content just
isn’t on my wavelength.

When you send e-mail or reply, don’t send unnecessary copies.
Encourage people to not copy you unless you need to know or
do something about the topic.
When replying, trim down what you quote to essential matter
and (especially) encourage others to do the same for you.
Bloated and repetitive reply-reply-reply notes waste time while
you look for what’s new!

Cont. Next Page
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If you send common replies or send periodic e-mail such as club
meeting notices, use templates (stored copies of pre-formatted e-
mail) so you can just fill in details but needn’t enter text
repeatedly.
Use e-mail and spam filtering. Most e-mail software can
automatically route spam to a special folder (and, of course, I’d
like to route spammers to a special place). Some spam filters learn
what’s spam based on what you flag, so their accuracy improves
over time. My spam is increasingly filtered, and no real e-mail is
filtered. You can also set rules for routing e-mail into folders for
easier reading and management. Based on rules I’ve defined
(special keywords in e-mail subject and sender fields), my e-mail
is put in folders such as AARP, Lists, To-Read, and Travel. This
lets me organize e-mail time, prioritize my reading and answering,
and sometimes catch up by deleting an e-mail category I don’t
really need to read. And the best part is that I avoid interruptions
of each note arriving, since routing takes place silently and
invisibly.
Set discussion mailing list subscriptions to “digest mode”. This
groups list e-mail into fewer and/or larger notes, sent
occasionally, sometimes once per day. This has two benefits: it
eliminates many interruptions, and it greatly reduces the
temptation to answer list notes, since by the time you see
something someone else has likely already answered it.
Pick times during the day to handle e-mail, read favorite Web
sites, use instant messaging, etc.; ignore it all at other times. This
allows focusing on tasks at hand, reduces frenzied multi-tasking
(trying to do many things at once), and lets you actually finish
things you start!
Don’t be trapped by time-wasting habits. Use technology that
matches your needs; change it for yourself, not because people
urge you to (there’s peer pressure at all ages!); adopt changes
such as broadband Internet that save you time but be selective in
what it brings you. Recognize that the conveyor belt always wins
the race and focus on what really matters — most of which, after
all, isn’t even online.

Printing tweaks and tip s

By Linda Gonse
Editor , Orcopug
Addressing envelopes

Did you know you can print an
Envelope for your letter without
typing the address?It’s easy. Just
type your letter in Word. Then,
highlight the name and address
lines at the top of the letter. Go to
Tools and select Letters &
Mailings. Then, choose the
Envelopes tab. The address in the
letter that you highlighted appears

in the window. Insert your envelope in the printer
and press Print.

My LaserJet 1200 printer won’t print an envelope or a label until I
have pressed the button on the front of the printer. Other printers

The New, the Best, and the W orst
Collected by Pim Borman
SW Indiana PC Users Group, Inc.
www.swipcug.org

RISC, CISC, EPIC and The Cell
Almost from the inception of the microprocessor, a philosophical
debate has been raging as to what design is better. A dumb
processor capable of only a few simple procedures, referred to as
a RISC (Reduced Instruction Set Computer) processor, could do
simple operations very fast. A smart processor, capable of
performing more complicated procedures, called a CISC (Complex
Instruction Set Computer), would be slower with simple tasks but
faster with complicated operations. For instance, a RISC
processor capable only of addition and subtraction of whole
numbers could be faster in performing sorting tasks, but would
require extensive software instructions to perform a floating point
multiplication that a CISC processor could perform immediately
with its built-in hardware. RISC had the additional disadvantage
that its programs had to be larger than similar programs for CISC
processors, a big disadvantage in the days that computer
memory came at a premium. On the other hand, the greater
complexity of CISC processors made them more expensive to
make.

In the mid-90s Apple decided to use RISC processors (e.g. the
Motorola 68000) in their computers, while IBM-PC clone makers
settled on the CISC architecture, even though IBM was pushing
RISC processors. For reasons that have little to do with chip
architecture, the Wintel community ended up outselling Apple
about 20:1, making the
CISC chips the clear winners.

may also require this extra step. If you plan to copy several
people with the same letter, go to the end of the letter and press
Control + Enter to begin a new page. Type the additional
addresses. Then, highlight them in turn and print. This is an easy
way to also keep a record of the additional addresses, in case
you need them again.

Reverse the order of printouts

Save yourself from shuffling sheets of paper you just printed to
reverse their order. Print them out in reverse order instead by
typing the larger page number first. For example, typing 33-27 will
print page 33 first then 32 and so on to page 27.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using
this article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit
given the author.  The Editorial Committee of the
Association of Personal Computer User Groups (APCUG),
an international organization of which this group is a
member, brings this article to you.
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Do you depend on Quicken  to download your financial data
from banks and brokers? Well, Quicken is ending online services
and tech support for Quicken 2001 and 2002 so you’ll need to
upgrade to Quicken 2005. And that version will no longer support
importing data via the .qif format and will only support the .ofx
format in its WebConnect and DirectConnect features.  Microsoft
Money 2005 will also support online services for just two years.
PC World (April 2005).

Linspire (nee Lindows) has released its long-awaited version 5 of
its user-friendly Linux distribution. They report that it took 3½
years to develop and cost $20 million. Subscribers to its Click ‘N
Run library of self-installing Linux-based programs can download
the new distribution for free and burn it to a self-booting CD-
ROM. As a long-time user and promotor of the Linspire programs
I eagerly obtained the new version to evaluate its new features.
Sorry to say, Linspire 5.0 confirms the maxim that odd-numbered
versions of major programs are often buggy and are best
avoided. Fortunately, the distribution comes on a “live” CD that
can be used to boot the computer and run the program without
making any changes to the computer’s hard drive or settings. I
tried to boot the Linspire CD on my old Inspiron 3800 laptop, the
one I have used daily for more than a year with Linspire 4.5 –
laptop edition. The screen assumed all sorts of weird color
effects and the program hung, presumably. Shutting the
computer off fortunately left it unharmed by the experience and
still capable of running the older Linspire version. On my newer
Inspiron 5150 laptop the CD seemed to boot OK, but the mouse
was stuck at the edge of the screen and the programs did not
respond to keyboard inputs. Again, no joy, but no harm was
done. Finally I actually installed Linspire 5.0 on my desktop
computer in partitions on a second hard drive that I have used
previously to evaluate Linspire as well as other Linux
distributions. This time the install was successful, but the Grub
boot manager did not recognize the presence of Windows ME on
the other hard drive, making Windows essentially inaccessible –
not an acceptable result. I had the same problem with the Mepis
Linux distribution, which also uses the Grub boot manager. So for
now I am sticking with the old and proven Linspire 4.5
distribution until they work the bugs out of 5.0.

There is no restriction against any non-profit group using this
article as long as it is kept in context with proper credit given the
author.  The Editorial Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an international organization of
which this group is a member, brings this article to you.

In recent years processor chip designs have begun to merge,
where RISC chips have more complex instructions and CISC
chips are more efficient. Intel referred to the Pentium II as a
CRISC design. Intel’s major competitor, AMD, started out with a
RISC design but still manages to produce chips that are
compatible and competitive with Intel’s Pentiums.

The next major advance in computer architecture is the use of
multiple processors working together, dubbed EPIC (Explicitly
Parallel Instruction Computing). This calls for rewriting computer
programs if they are to make use of the new architecture. Many
computer applications can be divided into separate operations
that can be run simultaneously. Mathematical simulations such
as those involved in weather forecasting are one example.
Playing World-Master class chess is another one, and large
sorting programs and spreadsheet-type manipulations are easily
run in parallel fashion. Intel and AMD have both announced that
upcoming powerful desktop computers will have multiple
processors.

And now history repeats itself. Sony, Toshiba and IBM (STI)
have announced a new microprocessor called The Cell. Cells are
designed, RISC-like, to do just a few things very fast but also to
work together to achieve optimum results. It might be called an
EPIC RISC. Few details about The Cell have been published,
other than the basic patent issued in 2002. According to IBM on
its Web site: “IBM expects Cell to define an entirely new way of
operating. Cell’s underlying architecture will enable it to manifest
itself into many forms for many purposes, helping to open up a
whole new set of applications. Incorporating this architecture,
chips will be developed for everything from handheld devices to
mainframe computers.”

Four of the Cells will power Sony’s next-generation games
console, the PlayStation 3. However, it is expected that The Cell
will also be capable of powering super-fast desktop computers.
An excellent article about The Cell can be found in The
Economist (February 12, 2005, thanks to Louis Ritz). There is also
a summary in PC Magazine (April 12, 2005).

In Brief
Several months ago Google announced a new, free desktop
search program. It is still under development and does not (yet)
index Acrobat .pdf files. Other search programs immediately came
up with competing versions. According to PC Magazine (3/22/05)
the best of the free desktop search programs at present is
Yahoo’s desktop search (desktop.yahoo.com), a lite version of
the outstanding $75 X1 that they rate best of show.

Those miserable spyware intruders continue to get more
sophisticated and the anti-spyware producers are in a constant
battle to provide the best protection and, if necessary, removal
tools. Yesterday’s champions, AdAware and Spybot Search &
Destroy have been overtaken by newcomers Spy Sweeper 3.5
($30, www.webroot.com) according to PC Magazine (2/22/05)  or
CounterSpy 1.0 ($20, www.sunbeltsoftware.com) according to PC
World (April 2005) which rated the earlier version 3.2 of Spy
Sweeper as a close second best. Take your pick.
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job #30080 job #30080

Cont. from Previous Page
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DONA’S COMPUTER CAPERS
By Dona Z. Meilach
*********************************

ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW

AND SOMETHING OLD

Nothing ever stands still in the computer industry. This
month, we’re reporting on a new mass storage wristwatch
and old scenarios with rebates and cyber cafes.

MASS STORAGE ON YOUR WRIST WATCH

Small flash memory units have been shown as jewelry worn on a
neck chain. But now you can have flash memory on a wrist
watch…the ultimate in multi-tasking???
Recently introduced, the Meritline RIST™ USB Watch has a
microscopic USB Flash Memory Drive inside the watch than can
support up to 256 mg of disk space. The watch allows you to
access and transport data safely and conveniently. A 2-foot
retractable, modified, USB cord is supplied with every watch and
can easily be connected to any computer with a USB port. Once
connected, the computer will automatically detect it as a
removable drive and you can begin synchronizing data between
school, work, and home with ease. Simply drag and drop or copy
and paste your favorite MP3s, video/personal files, or
applications. The RIST™ memory Watch requires no batteries
or software. The movement of your body keeps it going. Just
plug and play and you’re on your way!

It has a sleek brushed stainless steel case and a bold modern face
with a stylized silicone rubber wristband. The smooth Japanese
movement will sip battery power for up to 3 years. The unit
includes a CD for data transfer and password security system. It
is compatible with Windows 98, ME, 2000, XP, Linux 2.4 or higher
and Mac OS 8.6 or higher and comes with a one year warranty.
You can get an idea of how it works by looking at the online
manual at: Click Here to Download the User Manual (PDF Format,
830 KB).

The unit lists for $235 but a search for the product name will
reveal that it can be bought for about $135. It’s a handy gadget
and a great conversation piece. Look up Meritline Rist watch for
a photo of the watch and price comparisons.
………………………..

GAMES REBATERS PLAY

If you’ve bought something that offers a rebate, it’s wise to keep
track of what you’re supposed to get and follow up if you don’t.
Companies that offer rebates do so with a devilish gleam in their
cash registers. They know that only a fraction of consumers
apply for such payments.
I’m a consumer who follows up and follows through. I bought a
new computer and a few peripherals recently that allegedly netted
6 rebates.
I followed specific directions of what to send and made a
photocopy of every receipt, offer, and UPC code required to go

with it. I know you would believe that of the 6, two wrote back
telling me they were missing something and if I wanted the
rebate, I’d have to respond within 7 days, (What if I was out of
town?) I immediately photocopied and mailed back the copy of
the original submission. About 2 weeks later I did get the rebate.
On another, I was told me to check the Website to see if my
rebate was in progress. Every time I did so, it said my rebate was
pending…for 12 weeks! It was due in 8 weeks. So I phoned and
was told it would be forthcoming in 2 weeks. The rebate did show
up in about a week, but I suspect that I would never have
received it if I hadn’t phoned.
All of which is a time consuming pain in the neck. To simplify
matters, I keep a record on Excel of what’s due, when I bought
the item, from whom and how long it should take. I date the
photocopy, too.
Next time you buy something offering a rebate, don’t just sit and
wait. Keep records and be pro-active. Keep the companies on the
ball and, maybe eventually, they’ll realize it may cost more to dole
out rebates and the bookkeeping involved, than it would cost to
lower the price to begin with. Wouldn’t that be nice?
……………

CYBER CAFES ARE EVERYWHERE

Do yourself a favor and leave your laptop at home where you
won’t have to worry about loss or theft. In every country, there
are enough Cyber Cafes or internet access places where you can
check your email, log into the internet and possibly download
your digital photos to your computer at home …if you’ve left it
on.
If you don’t want to leave the computer on, then dump your
photos in OFOTO.com or one of the other resources that will
accept your downloaded files. Then, when you get home, retrieve
them and you’ve saved yourself many potential headaches.
Another option is to go into camera store, and have them transfer
the photos from your memory stick or camera to a CD. Then you
can continue taking photos
During out recent Caribbean cruise, we found Cyber cafes in
Jamaica, Panama City, Puntareinos, Costa Rica, and three
different cities in Mexico. In each stop finding a cyber café was
as simple as asking a policeman or taxi driver where one existed.
In one city, we were looking at a map when a young boy and his
father asked if they could help. We pantomimed a computer and
the boy took us directly to a stairwell leading to a second floor
cyber café.
You’ll be amazed at how inexpensive computer access fees are in
Mexico. I read the $12.00 per hour sign and rushed through the
messages. The attendant said it was under $1.00 US and she
would give me the change in pesos. I told her to keep it. That
$12.00 meant pesos!

==============
Dona Meilach is the author of over 85 books with 10 on
computers. Her latest book, just out, is TEAPOTS: MAKERS &
COLLECTORS. Other computer organizations interested in
running this column should contact the author. The column is
also available as a free E-zine. Subscribe DCC: Contact
dmeilach@msn.com. Dona’s Computer Capers may also be found
at http://www.smalladdictions.com/Skateboard.
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Orange Coast IBM PC User Group
695 W. 19th St

Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Membership status: [ ] New [ ] Renewal - Member #________
Membership type: [ ] Individual [ ] Family

Title: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr . Prof. Hon. ( ) (Circle one)
First Name: ___________________________ Last Name :______________________________

Street Address: _____________________________ City :________________ State: ___ Zip :________
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E-mail address : ________________________________________________________
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Annual Dues:

Make check payable to OCIPUG Individual $30.00 $ _______
and mail to the above address Family $35.00 $ _______

or bring to the General Meeting. *Full-time student $20.00 $ _______
Donation $ _______

I consider my skill level to be:
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Total Amount Paid $ _______
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I learned about OCIPUG from: _______________________

Today’s Date : __________________

(OCIPUG)
Mailing Address
695 W. 19th St
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
OCIPUG, founded in 1985, is an independent California nonprofit
(IRC 501-c-3) corporation, and is not affiliated in any way with IBM,
any vendor, equipment manufacturer, or other organization.
Publication Copyright © 2005
A newsletter, Readme.Doc, is published monthly. A subscription of $12
per year is included with all paid memberships. Address all inquiries,
address changes, and material for publication to the above address
marked “ ATTN:Editor ”.
Opinions expressed by the authors are not necessarily those of this
newsletter, its staff or OCIPUG. Mention of products does not
constitute endorsement by OCIPUG. Omission of trademarks does not
imply that the products or names are not so protected. Readme.Doc, its
contributors, and staff assume no liability for damages arising out of the
publication or nonpublication of any advertisement, article, or any other
item in this newsletter. Permission is granted to other user groups to
reprint herein material, not specifically copyrighted, for non-commercial
use only, provided credit given to Readme.Doc and to the author.
Publication Deadline
Material for the June issue must be received on or before
June 15th, 2005 by
mborison@yahoo.com

Publication Guidelines
All material submitted will be published exactly as submitted,
but may be subject to editing at the Editor’s discretion. We
reserve the right to refuse any material submitted for publication.
Send all submissions as follows:
1. Send via Internet e-mail to: editor Mark Borison
mborison@yahoo.com
2. Mail a 3.5" disk so as to be received by the deadline by the
Newsletter Coordinator at the OCIPUG mailing address above.
3. Hard copy to Editor at the OCIPUG mailing address above.
Membership
Benefits of OCIPUG Membership include,
but by no means are limited to:
* Subscription to OCIPUG’s monthly newsletter,
Readme.Doc, with up to-date information on meeting
schedules as well as the newest software and hardware.
* Free monthly General Meetings with speakers from
industry and academia describing advances in technology.
* Free Special Interest Group (SIG) meetings/seminars to
exchange tips and tricks and to solve problems.
* Free technical support from knowledgeable
fellow members via telephone and/or e-mail.
* Pleasure in helping your fellow member solve their problems.
* Camaraderie with those of similar interests.
* Discounts from vendors on software, hardware, and other items.
Meetings Location
Costa Mesa Senior Center
695 W. 19th St
Costa Mesa, Ca
Southeast Corner of 19th and Pomona


