
 

 

 
                                                                                                                        

 

Monthly General Meeting 
Date:  June 28, 2008 

Agenda: 

 0830-0900    Random Access (general Q & A on IBM-compatible, personal computer hardware and software) 

 0900-0915    User Group Administration and SIG Announcements 

 0915-1015    Featured Presentation 

―The Solar System‖ (to be presented by Leonard Stein)  

 1015-1030    Break 

 1030-1110    Featured SIG Presentation (Internet & Networking SIG) 

          ―Comparing the Windows Firewall with Typical Router Firewalls‖ 

1110-1155 Capsule SIG Presentations: 

   Hardware SIG – ―Highlights from the June Hardware SIG Featured Presentation‖ 

  Windows SIG – none (the SIG leader will be on vacation) 

Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG – ―How to Create Fancy Fonts in Photoshop Elements       

5 and 6‖ 

 1155-noon    Raffle 

Raffle tickets are FREE - five (5) to each member attendee and one (1) to each adult, non-

member attendee; please pick them up when you sign in.  The monthly raffle prize is a $50 Fry's 

Electronics gift card. 

Location:   

 All meetings are held at the Costa Mesa Senior Center, 695 West 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
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Meetings 
 

General Meetings ð next six months (minimum): 

 June 28, 2008 (see cover page for this month‘s meeting agenda) 

 July 26, 2008, August 23, 2008, September 27, 2008, October 25, 2008,  November 22, 2008, December 20, 2008 

 

Executive Board Meetings – follow each General Meeting.  OCIPUG members are welcome to attend. 

 

Special Interest Group (SIG) Meetings: 

 First Tuesday (June 3, 2008) – Internet & Networking SIG 

  7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. 

 Featured Topic:  Continuation of the Firewall theme from the last Windows SIG with emphasis on 

Application-to-Application communication between hosts on different networks. The VNC application will be 

installed and modifications to hardware and software firewalls preformed to allow this communication to 

occur. This will be Part II of three parts. 

  SIG Leader: Steve Schiffman 

  Internet & Networking SIG web site – click the ―Internet & Networking‖ link on the OCIPUG web site 

 Second Tuesday (June 10, 2008) – Hardware SIG 

  7:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M. 

 Featured Topic:  ―Building Your Own System (2008 Series) – Planning Phase‖ [The will be the first 

meeting in a five part series.  If you plan on replacing your system in 2008, this is a ―don‘t miss‖ meeting.] 

  SIG Leader: Ed Leckliter 

Hardware SIG web site – click the ―Hardware‖ link on the OCIPUG web site 

 Third Tuesday (June 17, 2008) – Windows SIG 

  7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. 

 Featured Topic:  Steve will conclude his series on enabling communication between applications on hosts on 

different networks with emphasis on firewall configuration. This will be Part III of three parts.   

SIG Leader: Robert Strader (Steve Schiffman will be covering for Bob, who is on vacation) 

  Windows SIG web site – click the ―Windows‖ link on the OCIPUG web site 

 Fourth Tuesday (June 24, 2008) – Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG 

  7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. 

  Featured Topic:  Continuing the review of the ―Organizer‖ feature in PSE 6 (continued from May). 

  SIG Leader: David Wintle 

 Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG web site – click the ―Digital Content‖ link on the OCIPUG web 

site 

http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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Administration (Team Roster ς 2007-08) 
 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

CFO/Treasurer 

Director (2006-08) 

Director (2007-09) 

Past President/Long Range Planning 

README.DOC Editor 

Webmaster 

Programs Chairperson 

SIG Coordinator 

Membership Chairperson 

APCUG Representative 

SCRUGS Representative 

Ed Leckliter 

Robert Strader 

Irwin Haydock 

Jack Vincent 

Eugenia Frerichs 

Leonard Stein 

David Wintle 

Ed Leckliter 

Ed Leckliter 

David Wintle 

Robert Strader 

OPEN (= Opportunity!) 

Robert Strader 

Robert Strader 

president.bod@ocipug.org  

vicepres.bod@ocipug.org 

secretary.bod@ocipug.org 

treasurer.bod@ocipug.org 

director1.bod@ocipug.org 

director2.bod@ocipug.org 

pastpres.bod@ocipu.org  

editor@ocipug.org 

webmaster@ocipug.org 

programs@ocipug.org  

sigcoordinator@ocipug.org  

membership@ocipug.org  

apcugrep@ocipug.org 

scrugsrep@ocipug.org  

 

Membership 
 

Membership applications are available at General Meetings or send your name and e-mail address to OCIPUG Treasurer, 

c/o Costa Mesa Senior Center, 695 West 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627.  Memberships run from September through 

August and are prorated for those starting after September.  The fee schedule follows.  Make your check payable to 

―OCIPUG‖.  Contact the OCIPUG Treasurer regarding prorating.  

Individual – 1 year $30, 2 years $55, 3 years $75 

Family - 1 year $35, 2 years $60, 3 years $85 

Full-time student - $20/year 

NOTE: OCIPUG announcements and README.DOCs (newsletters) are distributed via e-mail. 

 

OCIPUG Web Sites 
 

Main site - see http://www.ocipug.org/  [Currently undergoing update = Under Construction.] 

SIG sites – click the associated SIG-name link on the OCIPUG home page (http://www.ocipug.org/) 

 

mailto:president.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:vicepres.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:secretary.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:treasurer.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:director1.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:director2.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:pastpres.bod@ocipu.org
mailto:editor@ocipug.org
mailto:webmaster@ocipug.org
mailto:programs@ocipug.org
mailto:sigcoordinator@ocipug.org
mailto:membership@ocipug.org
mailto:apcugrep@ocipug.org
mailto:scrugsrep@ocipug.org
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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SIG Meeting Reports 

 

Internet & Networking SIG (SIG Leader: Steve Schiffman ð Bob Strader substituted for Steve) 

 Meeting Date: May 6, 2008 

 Attendees: 8 

 Topic/Focus: We reviewed three web sites:  

http://www.computerhope.com/issues/ch000444.htm 

http://www.computerhope.com/arphlp.htm 

http://www.computerhope.com/pinghlp.htm 

We also addressed a problem of one of our members, he lost access to his Task Manager. I had answered this 

earlier. I had Googled it and found http://www.dougknox.com/xp/utils/xp_taskmgrenab.htm. This provided the fix 

that he wanted. 

We also discussed the installation of fiber by the local telephone company (AT&T). 

Hardware SIG (SIG Leader: Ed Leckliter) 

 Meeting Date: May 13, 2008 

 Attendees: 4 

 Topic/Focus: ―The Balance of Computer Components: 2007-08 Update‖ 

 See presentation slides.  NOTE: The slides are now in PDF format. 

 Hardware Submissions: None 

Random Access: None 

Windows SIG (SIG Leader: Robert Strader ð Steve Schiffman substituted for Bob) 

 Meeting Date: May 20, 2008 

 Attendees: 4 

 Topic/Focus: Firewalls, how they operate and comparing the Windows firewall with a router firewall. Discussed 

what ports are and how applications use port numbers and IP addresses to communicate from one host/computer to 

another host/computer. 

Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG (SIG Leader: David Wintle) 

 Meeting Date: May 27, 2008 

 Attendees: 3 

 Topic/Focus: Started reviewing the new features in Adobe Photoshop Elements 6.0 ―Organizer‖; also Q & A. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.computerhope.com/issues/ch000444.htm
http://www.computerhope.com/arphlp.htm
http://www.computerhope.com/pinghlp.htm
http://www.dougknox.com/xp/utils/xp_taskmgrenab.htm
http://www.ocipughwsig.org/PDFs/OCIPUG%20Hardware%20SIG%205%2013%202008.pdf
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Call for Nominations 
 

Dr. Morris Fier, Chairperson of the 2008-2009 OCIPUG Officers and Directors Nominations Committee, is asking OCIPUG 

members to nominate one or more OCIPUG member(s) for the 2008-2009 slate.  All officer positions (President, Vice 

President, Secretary, and Treasurer/CFO) and one Director position are open. Please contact the member prior to 

nominating him/her as the nominated member must agree to be nominated and to serve if elected.  Members 

interested in nominating an OCIPUG member, or in serving if nominated by the Nominations Committee, are asked to 

contact Morris at d_fier@sbcglobal.net.  Nominations will also be accepted from the floor (with a second) at the June 

General Meeting.  The election will be held at the August General Meeting.  Morris is also looking for help on the 

Nominating Committee.  Please contact him if you are willing to lend a hand.  Thanks. 

Articles 
 

A VERY Simple and Easy Back Up 

Attribution: By Ed Leckliter, Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG)  

Over the years I have used a fairly simple back up method.  I build a back up folder structure (one folder) on my back 

up drive (internal or external), write a small (basically one line) batch program, place a shortcut to the program on my 

desktop, and then double click the program icon and let the program execute before I shutdown my system for the 

day.  Really VERY simple and this procedure has worked perfectly for the better part of the last ten years, on multiple 

systems. 

OK…tell you a bit more.  The program: 

1. Backs up ALL my documents 
2. ONLY backs up what has changed since the last back up – SO…runs VERY fast 
3. Can be easily extended to back up ―data‖ that, for whatever reason, does not turn up in your Windows ―My 

Documents‖ folder. 

Enough of the small talk, here are the specifics. 

Step 1.  Build a back up folder structure 

a. Open Windows Explorer 

b. Select (highlight) the back up drive [for my purpose I‘ll highlight my ―R‖ drive, my second internal hard 
drive] 

c. Click on ―File‖ (upper left), select ―New‖, and then select ―Folder‖. 

d. Name the folder [for my purpose I‘ll be creative and name it ―My Documents‖ (no quotes)] 

Step 2.  Write YOUR batch program 

a. Open WordPad, Notepad, Word, or any other ―text editor‖ 
b. Enter the following text: 

rem ***This batch file copies data from C: to R: for backup.*** 

xcopy C:\Docume~1\Ed\MyDocu~1 R:\MyDocu~1 /d /s 

pause 

mailto:d_fier@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ocipug.org/
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c. Substitute your user name for ―Ed‖ [Hint: Use Windows Explorer and drill down – expand the ―C‖ drive 
(line), expand the ―Documents and Settings‖ folder, and note the name of the folder that identifies YOU as 
you have logged on to your Windows desktop.  It may say ―User‖, ―Administrator‖, your real name, or some 
other ―name‖.  To be sure you have identified the correct folder, expand down the folder structure until 
you are satisfied that this is where your data files are located.] 

d. Substitute your selected drive letter for ―R‖ 
e. Save the file [for my purpose I‘ll again be creative and name the program/file ―BackUp.bat‖ (no quotes).]  

The .bat (dot bat) part of the name is critical. Otherwise all file naming rules apply.  PLEASE note where 
you save the file.  Preferably you will save it somewhere within ―My Documents‖ so it will also get backed 
up. 

f. Exit your text editor. 

NOTES re the above program: 

1. The top line is simply a note to whoever might right click and select ―edit‖, or run the program, to 
let them know your intent. 

2. The last ―line‖ is simply to keep the command window open so you can scroll up and down to see 
what was saved – or not saved. 

3. The money line is the only one left, the one in the middle.  It tells the operating system to: 
a.  eXact Copy the contents of the folder MyDocu~1 on drive ―C‖ to folder MyDocu~1 on drive 

―R‖.  The source and destination ―names‖ are in ―DOS‖ (for my intent here) and ―DOS‖ 
only understands up to eight (8) characters at each level (after 6 characters it throws in a 
tilde (~) and starts numbering from one).  It also loses spaces.  So ―My Documents‖ 
becomes ―MyDocu~1‖. 

b. Drill down to the very bottom of the directory structure on both drives. 
c. Compare the directory structures (down to the individual file level), identify what is new or 

changed, and copy ONLY what is new or changed.  For anything that has changed you will 
be prompted to accept or reject the change.  NOTE:  If you move a folder or file from one 
level to another on the source drive – even if not changed – the structure is different and 
the new structure, folder and subfolders, and all associated files will be copied 
accordingly. 

Step 3.  Place a shortcut to the program on my desktop  

a. Find the location where you saved the batch file, right click it, and select ―Create Shortcut‖. 

b. Drag the created shortcut to your desktop. 

Step 4.  Double click the program icon on your desktop and let the program execute before YOU shutdown YOUR 

system for the day 

a. Double click 
b. Review the ―script‖ of what happened   [Surprises?] 
c. ―Press any key to continue…‖ This will end the program and close the command window. 

Remembering to click the icon (run the batch program) before you shut down your system each day is ―Step 5‖.  

Repeat until habitual. [BTW, you CAN run this program as often as you wish, like before you wander off to lunch or 

whatever.] 

If you decide to back up ―data‖ from a location outside the ―My Documents‖ folder, just add the ―to‖ location (folder 

structure) on the ―to‖ end and add a line to the batch program to tell the operating system ―from‖ and ―to‖.  Save, 

execute the program, and confirm no surprises. 

Enjoy! 

This article may be reproduced with attribution to the author and OCIPUG. 
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Bookmarks Page 

Attribution: By Hank Pearson, Treasurer and Webmaster, ASCIi (Arizona Association for Computer Information, inc.), 

www.asciigroup.org, hank.pearson@asciigroup.org Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication 

by APCUG member groups. 

Wouldn't it be nice if you could view a searchable webpage of bookmarks for your favorite websites?  You can, but why? 

Find Bookmarks with Forgotten Names 

One reason to view your bookmarks as a webpage (as an alternative to looking in a menu) is to be able to find sites 

when you can't remember the first word in the name. 

Let's say you have a Firefox bookmark named Carbonite Online Backup, and you can't remember Carbonite but you 

know you are looking for the word Backup. On your Bookmarks page (you will soon learn how to view), you can easily 

search for Backup. 

You are using Firefox, aren't you?  If you haven't discovered Firefox, download it from Mozilla (http://mozilla.com). It's 

free, fast, and secure. Make Firefox your default browser. 

View Bookmark Descriptions and Tags 

Another reason for a bookmarks page is to give you plenty of room to view (and find) descriptions of your bookmarks. 

You will learn how to add tags to improve your searches. 

Zoom In and Out 

A third reason to display your bookmarks on a webpage is to allow you to zoom the text in and out so you can see it 

clearly. To zoom any webpage, press Ctrl+Plus or Ctrl+Minus, using the numeric keypad. 

DIY for Fun and Learning 

So, how do you display your bookmarks as a webpage? You could download a tool to do the work for you, or download a 

tool to search bookmarks. But it's easy enough to DIY (Do It Yourself). It's interesting, fun, and educational. Are you 

just using your computer to perform certain tasks, or do you also enjoy learning by experimenting?  If you like to learn, 

this tip is for you. 

Find the Bookmarks File 

You don't need to create a bookmarks webpage. It already exists on your own hard drive!  The name of the file is 

simply bookmarks.html. Press Win+F to find it. (While holding down the Windows key (next to Alt), press F, for Find.)  

In the left window pane, click 'All Files and Folders'. In 'All or part of the file name', type 'bookmarks.html' (without 

quotes).  Click Search. 

If you get multiple results, it's easy to determine which bookmarks.html file to use. It's the newest one. In the View 

menu (of your Search Results window), click Details. In the right window pane, click the Date Modified column header 

(to sort the list). The file you are interested in has the newest date and time (for a file with the Type shown as Firefox 

Document). 

Bookmark the Bookmarks File 

Double-click that newest bookmarks.html Firefox Document to open it in Firefox. Press Ctrl+D to bookmark the 

bookmarks.html file. In the Name field, insert a hyphen (-) at the beginning (to name the bookmark '-Bookmarks'), so 

this new bookmark will appear at the top of the list. 

http://www.asciigroup.org/
mailto:hank.pearson@asciigroup.org
http://mozilla.com/
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Now, with your Bookmarks page displayed, press F5 to refresh the view. (F5 is a common shortcut key for Refresh.) 

Surprise? The new -Bookmarks bookmark is at the bottom - not the top. Let's address that. (This is Firefox 2.0.0.11. 

Future versions might vary.) 

Create Another Top Bookmark 

First, create another bookmark that will be displayed at the top. For example, open Google.com, press Ctrl+D, and 

name the bookmark -Google (starting with a hyphen). 

Sort Your Bookmarks 

Now, in the Bookmarks menu, right click any bookmark, and click Sort by Name. Look in the Bookmarks menu to 

confirm that the bookmarks are indeed sorted. Note the two bookmarks that begin with hyphen (-) at the top of the 

menu. 

Look at your Bookmarks page again, and press F5 to Refresh. The new bookmarks are still at the bottom. 

Rearrange Your Bookmarks 

To force Firefox to rearrange your bookmarks page, move a bookmark in the menu. In the Bookmarks menu, drag, for 

example, either new bookmark that starts with a hyphen up or down to precede or follow the other bookmark that 

starts with a hyphen. (Having two hyphen-prefixed bookmarks lets you rearrange those two at the top without 

rearranging the other bookmarks.) Press Escape to close the menu. 

Refresh your Bookmarks page with F5. The bookmarks on the webpage are now arranged as shown in the Bookmarks 

menu. (Do you need to refresh three times? No, we simply demonstrated that the bookmarks.html file is rearranged 

when you move a bookmark in the menu.) 

Finding Bookmarks on the Page 

When you are viewing your Bookmarks webpage, press Ctrl+F for Find. Type Backup, for example, and press Escape (to 

close the Find toolbar). To find the next occurrence of Backup, press F3. (F3 is a common shortcut key for Find Again.) 

When you find the desired bookmark (link), click it (or Ctrl+click to open the site in a new tab). (Or press Enter, or 

Ctrl+Enter to open the site in a new tab.) 

Add Descriptions and Tags 

To add or change descriptions of your bookmarks, in the Bookmarks menu, right-click the bookmark you want to edit, 

and click Properties. In the Description field, type anything (including your own tags) that might help you find your 

bookmark and remember what it is for. After clicking OK and pressing F5 (for Refresh), you will see your new 

Description in the Bookmarks page. 

Make Changes through the Menu 

Now that you know where bookmarks.html is located, you might be tempted to edit it directly with a text editor. 

Mozilla warns that it is automatically generated, so do not edit it, as your changes would be lost. Make your changes 

through the Bookmarks menu. 

Displaying your Bookmarks as a webpage is a start in discovering many more tips and tricks related to Firefox.___ 

Hank Pearson (hank.pearson(at)asciigroup.org) i s the Treasurer and Webmaster for ASCIi (www.asciigroup.org).He is a 

long-time member who frequently writes articles for the groupõs newsletter, and has served as President, Secretary, 

Newsletter Editor, and Presentations Coordinator.  

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses 

require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
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Buying a Mouse ð More Important than You Might Think 

Attribution: By Vinny La Bash, Member and Contributing Columnist, Sarasota PCUG, Florida, www.spcug.org, 

vlabash@spcug.org  Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

The average computer user recognizes how important the mouse is to getting things done. Mice have been part of the 

computer scene for over twenty years and with rare exceptions are simple devices to 

operate and control. That doesn‘t mean that people who use them are necessarily familiar 

with all their features and functions. That‘s not as bad as it may sound.  Most automobile 

drivers don‘t have a clue how the internal combustion engine inside their auto engine works. 

Yet they usually manage to drive from one place to another without incident.   

Selecting a mouse is much simpler than choosing an automobile, but there are things you 

should know before laying out money for a device that if not properly designed, may result 

not only in poor computer performance, but may cause you injury.   

The mouse may be the most common of the tracking technologies used in modern computers, but it is not the only one. 

There are trackballs, touch pads, and for ThinkPad users, track points. They all have their advantages and drawbacks. 

We will focus on the mouse.   

Mechanical mice, those with the rolling balls on the underside, are obsolete. They have a tendency to gather debris on 

the underside, and require cleaning. Moving parts are their most serious weak spot because they will break down 

sooner than devices that rely on other technologies. Newer optical mice suffer no such defects. They generate a beam 

of light that combines with an optical sensor providing a screen pointer that is well suited for meticulous graphics or 

serious game playing. No moving parts mean less maintenance and lighter weight. Optical mice will work on any 

smooth surface; a mouse pad is unnecessary.   

Look for a mouse with a USB connection. It will probably be difficult to buy a mouse that does not have this type of 

connection today. Make sure it is compatible with USB 2.  The mouse is not considered a high speed device so this 

caution may be unnecessary.   

You may want a wireless mouse for no other reason than to reduce desktop clutter.  There are many generic wireless 

mice on the market that will perform adequately, but doing this on the cheap comes with a price. You will have a 

mouse that requires AAA batteries. Save your pennies and get one with an integrated rechargeable battery.  High end 

wireless mice include receivers that double as battery chargers, so your mouse will never suddenly expire in the middle 

of an important project.   

Most rodents on the market today feature at least two buttons and a scroll wheel. The right button is used mainly for 

bringing up menus or lists of options. The left hand button activates functions or commands. The scroll wheel, as its 

name implies, is used to scroll up and down screens. Sometimes the wheel can function as a third button activating 

instructions. Advanced scroll wheel functions allow left to right scrolling which can be very useful in wide spreadsheets 

or large graphics. Used in conjunction with the keyboard, the scroll wheel can zoom in and out of some applications, 

and can be used to make text appear larger.   

Mice do not come in a one-size-fits-all product. Enlightened companies such as Logitec manufacture mice that are 

specifically contoured to fit a wide variety of hand sizes.  Logitec was among the very first companies to recognize that 

different sized people have different sized hands. Choose a mouse that is ergonomically designed to fit your individual 

hand size. This will go a long way to reduce the probability of developing carpel tunnel syndrome or some other 

crippling ailment.   

A mouse is a simple device by computer standards, yet it seldom gets the attention it deserves. Take the time to find a 

good ergonomically designed mouse that suits the physical characteristics of your hand along with suitable options for 

your personal computing preferences. Productivity and good health are not mutually exclusive.  

http://www.spcug.org/
mailto:vlabash@spcug.org
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This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses 

require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Product Review:   Roxio Easy Media Creator Suite (v.10)  

Attribution: By John Roy, President, The PC Users Group of Connecticut, www.tpcug-ct.org, johnroy1@comcast.net 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

Roxio, a division and brand of Sonic Solutions, has been a leader in burning software for many years. I personally have 

used the product since it was distributed by Adaptec several years ago. The CD/DVD burning software today far 

exceeds the basic functions that existed in those early days. Roxio Easy Media Creator (EMC) will accomplish so much 

more than the basic burning tasks and is now a full featured suite. 

Doing this review has allowed me to explore and appreciate the many applications within this suite. Because EMC is so 

comprehensive I will provide an overview in this article but follow up with more details in future issues of our 

newsletter.  

Before I start boasting about some of these neat applications I must discuss some installation issues. The product would 

not install on my primary computer! After trying several times to install under various scenarios I checked for possible 

solutions using Roxio‘s web product support and also their user forum. None of those sources provided any clues so I 

connected with technical phone support. I was quite surprised that the wait time was very small and the technician 

was professional and extremely competent. Unfortunately after almost two hours of phone support the problem was 

not solved. 

The tech support effort involved major system modifications including deletion of all files associated with my original 

EMC version 9, my Nero burner software, a complete registry purge line by line of anything remotely associated with or 

influenced by Roxio software, removal of all anti-virus software and firewalls, elimination of all startup files except 

system essentials and running registry clean utilities. Nothing worked! A trouble report was left open but I never 

received any further calls. In their users forum I did find one other person with the exact same problem and no 

solution.  

Fortunately I have a couple of other computers at my house so I tried installing the version 10 on both an older desktop 

and on my primary laptop system. The install went smoothly on both of those systems. So until I get a chance to 

rebuild my primary desktop I won‘t know if I can ever use the latest version on it. On a side note before trying to 

install EMC version 10 I had version 9 successfully working. After all the system changes I could no longer load my EMC 

version 9. So now I struggled with that problem for a few days. Once again not finding any online solutions I contacted 

a phone support tech who was able to direct me to a download utility that cleared the problem and allowed me once 

again install version 9. 

While the above debacle was frustrating don‘t let it deter you from considering the purchase of this capable 

applications suite. So let‘s look at why you should consider owning this product.  

Once you get past the install you will see a super clean interface with applications divided into seven primary areas; 

Audio, Data and Backup, Copy, Media and Devices, Photo, Video, and Tools. Each application provides another set of 

choices. Audio has (13), Data and Backup (5), Copy (5) Media and Devices (2), Photo (9), Video (11), and Tools (8). Now 

that is a huge chest of applications at your disposal. If you were to purchase each primary application separately it 

would cost you a few hundred dollars. This package sells for about $100 but if you watch for sales you can buy it for 

much less.  

When you think of Roxio and burning software the primary reason most people purchase the product is for those tools. 

The Copy and Data and Backup modules take care of those basic requirements along with some other goodies. For 

anyone familiar with an older version, you will still find the original Creator Classic still there but spruced up. That old 

standby is quite the workhorse. You select the type and size of disc you want to burn and it will keep you updated on 

available space as you move files or folders you want to burn into a holding area. Once your files and folders are 

http://www.tpcug-ct.org/
mailto:johnroy1@comcast.net
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selected you can burn your CD/DVD directly or make an image for later burning. Of course you have advanced options 

to define the type of disc, speed, copies, etc. You can also make a bootable or multimedia disc and go directly to 

creating disc labels of your burn project. 

The backup module provides capability to be selective of the files you want backed up or restored and at what 

frequency. If you want more powerful options then you will be provided an upgrade link. A range of backup devices and 

media including Blu-ray discs and HD DVD discs are supported. Large files can be automatically spanned across multiple 

discs as required. 

The Audio module provides thirteen selections that cover just about everything you could possibly want to do with 

audio. All the expected tools are there to rip CD‘s into MP3 files or create audio CDs from other formats. You can make 

custom CD‘s with fades, effects and mixing. Tools are there to edit song information and to do batch conversions to 

formats of your choice. One module allows you to instantly capture any audio playing on your computer, including 

streaming radio. There is one utility ―Convert LPs and Tapes‖ that I was especially enthused about. At our meeting we 

have had the question of how to convert LPs and Tapes asked many times in the past. While there are several methods 

to accomplish this, Roxio EMC has made it easy and crystal clear with this application. So for those of you that have a 

desire to do this you should give Roxio EMC serious consideration. 

The Photo application contains a full featured photo suite with powerful editing, effects and touchup tools. It is 

complete with all the ancillary things you want to do with photos such as creating slideshows, panoramas, albums, 

greeting cards, calendars and layout templates. You can quickly optimize a group of photos for sending email.  

The Video application is another full featured suite for importing, editing, customizing and exporting video into various 

formats. Included is CinePlayer a full featured video player. The features are similar to those found in Pinnacle Studio 

or Adobe Premier. While some of Roxio EMC tools are not as robust as the leaders you will find some tools not available 

in the others. The fact that it may not be as flexible as the stand alone programs it will be easier for the novice. If you 

are a true video buff then even if you own other video software you would also want to have EMC in your software 

chest. 

The smallest stand alone module is Media Manager that enables users to easily browse, manage, share and protect their 

media files. The final application module is Tools. This module is used for creating disc labels, obtaining drive 

information, erasing discs, creating virtual disc drives and a few other assorted utilities.  Roxio EMC is Vista compatible 

and includes gadgets for doing things directly from the desktop. 

I‘m certain most computer users will find enough applications on Roxio Easy Media Creator to make the investment 

worthwhile. If this review has captured your interest pay a visit to Roxio‘s website at http://www.roxio.com/. They 

have some great videos that will demonstrate these neat features 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses 

require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Product Review:  novaPDF Professional Edition (v.5.4) 

Attribution:  By Ed Leckliter, Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG)  

Background 

Over the last four plus years I have come to use my personal notebook computer much more than my home desktop 

computer, even when at home.  Simply put, the notebook is MUCH quieter than the desktop.  I have Microsoft Office 

2000 on my desktop and Microsoft Office 2007 on my notebook.  My desktop computer is backed up daily (at least every 

day I use it) and with some regularity I image two of its hard drives to a third hard drive which is in a removable tray 

which I lock in my safe when not in use.  The notebook is backed up much less frequently because I need to back up to 

an external hard drive (drag the drive out of storage, connect the power brick, attach the data and power cables, and 

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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run the back up batch program).  So for doing any ―serious‖ work at home, which is not business related, the desktop 

system has always been the preferred platform. 

When I took over publication of the OCIPUG newsletter (ReadMe.Doc or RMD) in March of 2008, I ran into a small 

inconvenience.  The RMD is distributed in PDF format.  Office 2000 does NOT support saving in PDF format but Office 

2007 does.  So I was building and backing up the RMD on my desktop and then e-mailing it to my notebook – to ―save‖ 

in PDF format and then distribute it.  This ―procedure‖ has been a hassle since day one.  So…when the folks at 

Softland, the publisher of novaPDF, approached me as OCIPUG‘s contact person (I‘m also the current President of 

OCIPUG) about the group doing a product review, I thought, ―Hum, maybe this product can resolve my ‗small 

inconvenience.‘‖  I broadcast Softland‘s offer of a free copy of the product (for doing a product review) to our user 

group membership and, when there were no takers, I assumed responsibility for doing the review. 

General Product Description 

―novaPDF is a PDF creator for Windows that allows you to easily create PDF files (that are searchable). 

With novaPDF, everyone from novice users to professionals can create professional quality documents in industry-

standard PDF format, by simply selecting the "Print" command from virtually any application.  

novaPDF gives you the ability to make use of all its advanced features: PDF bookmarks, PDF links, shared network PDF 

printing, public and private profiles, PDF watermark, PDF compression, PDF security and more.‖    

The above is Softland‘s description.  A short description of the basic function of the product is that it is a PDF ―printer 

driver‖ – meaning you save your document by selecting the novaPDF ―printer‖ as if you were printing the document 

using a printer called ―novaPDF‖. 

Download and Installation 

I used the download link provided by Softland and a ―file download‖ window appeared.  I noted that the download is 

4.06MB.  I selected ―save‖ rather than ―run‖ and downloaded the executable to a folder I created on the fly for this 

product review.  [Not a particularly fast download for only 4MB.] 

I did the installation by executing the downloaded file from within Windows Explorer.  The pop-up dialog box states 

that you are setting up the ―novaPDF Professional 5 printer‖.  I selected all the defaults (―next‖ prompts) and 

―install‖.  The installation was very fast.  The final screen says, ―The application may be launched by selecting the 

installed icons.‖  I assumed that meant there would be an icon on my desktop, there was none.  There was also no 

―launch‖ icon in the regular Windows ―All Programs‖ listing – just ―buy‖, ―customer support‖, ―help‖, ―license‖, 

―readme‖, and ―uninstall‖. 

Running the Program 

 I selected the product ―readme‖ and found no info on actually how to use the program – but it does include a nice 

history of the revision going back to the first one.  I next tried the ―Help‖ selection and found the info I needed to 

proceed.  In the Help òGetting Startedó section: 

 You are given information on how to òprintó (save) a test page to confirm correct novaPDF installation.  I 

followed the instructions, navigated to get the test file to ―save‖ in my ―product review‖ folder, and ―saved‖ 

the ―test page‖.  The ―save‖ process launches Adobe Acrobat Reader and displays the regular Windows printer 

test page, ―Congratulations…you have correctly installed novaPDF Pro Desktop 5 printer driver…‖  I confirmed 

the file was actually saved to the product review folder, therefore not requiring a ―second‖ save using Acrobat 

Reader. 

 Accessing novaPDF Printing Preferences – I followed the instruction and was rewarded with the Printing 

Preferences screen. 

http://www.novapdf.com/features.php
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 The first thing I noted was that the measurements were in millimeters…so I changed them to inches by 

selecting inches from the ―Units‖ drop down menu.  I then proceeded through the various tabs and options.  I 

found that there are a ton of ―PDF‖ options available to the user – many, many more than the ―printer 

preferences‖ selections available for your actual ―printer‖.   

 òCreating PDF Filesó – simply tells you to ―save‖ using your document creation application‘s ―print‖ feature, 

selecting the novaPDF printer and your desired ―save (to)‖ location. 

I reviewed the Help ―Table of Contents‖ and found a list of ―features‖ including neat stuff like embedding fonts, 

encrypting and password protecting files, adding PDF ―links‖, and watermarking. 

[Side Bar:  I was hoping that novaPDF would support ―hidden‖ hypertext links but it does not.  Those are the links that 

show in a ―link color‖ but are not URL ―text‖, e.g., not like www.abc-123-xyz.com .   The novaPDF web site is VERY 

clear that such links are not supported.  Microsoft Office 2007‘s ―save as PDF‖ feature does support/retain such links.] 

Key Features - text from the Softland/novaPDF web site; confirmation and/or comments by the author in brackets 

 Universality. Converts any type of printable documents (DOC, XLS, PPT, EML, HTML, TXT, ...) into searchable 

PDF files.   

[I tried a PowerPoint 2000 file created in and opened from within Office 2000. The file would not open after 

being ―saved‖ in PDF format (the error message indicated an unrecognized file type, even though the extension 

was .pdf). The same document ―saved as PDF‖ fine using Office 2007 and subsequently displayed just fine 

http://www.abc-123-xyz.com/
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when opened using Acrobat Reader 7.  I repeated the test with the same result. The ―telling point‖ appeared 

to be that Acrobat Reader did not open and display the file after the save – the way it had when I did the test 

page ―print‖ at the end of the installation. 

I tried a .mht ―page image‖ which I had saved using Internet Explorer 7 with exactly the same results.  I tried a 

one word ―test‖ document created in Word Pad, Excel 2000, and WordPerfect 10. All had the same problem 

noted above. 

In case you missed it, I had NO success ―converting‖ any of these simple documents. 

As far as the ―claim‖ that ―any type‖ of document can be ―converted‖ appears highly questionable given the 

above tests.  The ―statement‖ that the resulting files are ―searchable‖ seems a bit strange since once Acrobat 

Reader opens the document, Acrobat Reader‘s ―search‖ feature is used to execute search requests.] 

Having found that this product would not perform even its primary function, I stopped reviewing the feature set and 

the product.  I considered uninstalling and reinstalling but since the ―test page‖ print worked fine during the original 

and a second installation, I found no reason to go further.  That said, something may have gotten messed up along the 

way and this may be a great product…but it didn‘t work for me. 

End Notes 

 My ―solution‖ to resolve my ―small inconvenience‖ was to buy and install a copy of ―Microsoft Office Home and 

Student 2007‖. It includes Word, Excel, and PowerPoint - which, as previously noted, include the capability to 

―save as‖ PDF, and provide support for ―hidden‖ hypertext links.  Cost: $110, delivered.  AND it can be 

installed on up to three (3) home systems (i.e., its licensed for installation on up to three systems). 

 As I was finishing this review I happened upon ―Tom‘s Guide to Online PDF File Creation‖.  They (Tom‘s 

Hardware) reviewed and compared several tools that allow you to upload a file for conversion and then receive 

the converted file via e-mail or open it on line after conversion.  I did not try the ―Adobe Create PDF‖ service 

because it only allows five free conversions, the others are mostly or totally FREE.  I had problems with or the 

reviewer had problems with all the products except PrimoOnline.   Their online service worked perfectly for my 

purposes on a very small (single word), Word 2000 test file, INCLUDING providing support for a hypertext link 

I‘d embedded in that word.  I then tried again with a 500k file (a Word 2000 document that was one I needed 

to convert in real life) and it almost worked.  The ―fancy‖ banner was blank, some of the fonts were not 

converted properly, and the ―contents‖ were all displayed in a shadowed box format.  So close, I was not 

prepared to stop.  They also have a downloadable freeware version of their online ―tool‖.  I downloaded and 

installed it.  It turned out to be another printer driver.  That said, it worked almost ―perfectly‖ – using the 

same ―real life‖ document, everything formatted perfectly but the embedded links did not work.  So…I made 

the right decision (for me) to purchase a copy of Microsoft Office Home and Student 2007.  If you are 

interested in such a tool, I recommend you start your search with Primo freeware offering. 

This article may be reproduced with attribution to the author and OCIPUG. 

Product Review: BackUp4All Professional (v.3.11) 

Attribution: By Eugenia Frerichs, Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG) 

The program comes in 3 versions, Lite, Standard and Professional.  I downloaded the Professional version which 

included features such as an email notification of backup success and/or error report, incremental backups, and 

backups to FTP, handy if on a network. The Lite and Standard versions do not have these. Installation was routine and 

after reading the 215 page manual several times I proceeded to back up my files, folders and photos to an external 

hard drive. The program was complicated to use and gave too many options, but it did backup my files, etc. The 

Professional version seemed to be written for a business environment having an IT person (noting the FTP options) 

rather than home or home office users. However the backup procedures are the same for all 3 versions. After all is said 

http://www.tomsguide.com/us/online-pdf-creator,review-1085.html
http://online.primopdf.com/
http://www.primopdf.com/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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and done I prefer Acronis, which I have used for several years.  It is less complicated.  Acronis may have less options 

than Backup4all, but Acronis is more 'user friendly'. 

This article may be reproduced with attribution to the author and OCIPUG. 

A "STRESS-FREE" PC 

Attribution: By Jim McKnight, Director, Los Angeles Computer Society (LACC), www.lacspc.org, 

jim.mcknight@lacspc.org  Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

As you know, there is no such thing as a totally "Stress-Free" PC, but there are many things you can do to reduce the 

stress and worry of owning one.  

As we use our PC's, many of us worry about losing our data files, losing our email, losing our Music, our iTunes, our 

connectivity to the Internet, losing power in the middle of a critical activity, losing our ability to boot the PC, losing 

control of our PC to hackers, Spy-ware, etc. Wow, we worry a lot! It's a wonder we dare use our PC's at all. 

To help solve and minimize these worries, here is a collection of ideas to help protect your computing environment. 

These steps are not really that difficult or expensive. In fact, many are free. There is lots of help available to you from 

User Groups, Friends, Internet Googling, PC Magazines, etc. to implement these suggestions. Details for implementing 

many of these suggestions are in the various self-help documents on my website at: www.jrmcknight.net. 

Will it take a lot of time and energy to implement thess ideas? Yes, at first, but once you have these processes in 

place, the regular time spent is minimal. Will I see a payback? You will only see a tangible payback for your time and 

energy if you experience some kind of catastrophic situation. Just like house insurance; if everything keeps running 

smoothly you will never know if it was worth it. You do get the warm fuzzy feeling of being protected, and you will 

sleep better at night. 

Here are the three main areas of action. First: Protect your PC from bad things happening. Second: Prepare your 

environment so you can recover if bad things do happen. Third: Practice Secure Behaviors. 

PROTECT YOUR PC FROM BAD THINGS HAPPENING: 

1. Buy yourself Hardware Router (Even if you only have one PC) 

     a. The Router acts as a hardware Firewall. 

     b. Put it between your PC and your Modem. 

     c. Be sure to change the Admin Log-in password from the default to something private. 

     d. Either disable the Wireless feature and hardwire your connection, or lock-down the Wireless using WPA 

Encryption and a password. 

2. Make sure the Windows Firewall is active. 

3. Make sure Windows "Automatic Updates" feature is active and all your critical/important Windows updates are 

installed. 

4. Install and activate an Anti-virus Program. Set it up to scan incoming e-mails. 

5. Install and activate Windows Defender and other free Anti-Spyware programs. Defender will continually scan your PC 

for harmful activities (Note: Vista comes with Defender built-in). 

6. Firefox (free) browser is generally safer than Internet Explorer. 

http://www.lacspc.org/
mailto:jim.mcknight@lacspc.org
http://www.jrmcknight.net/
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7. Install McAfee Site Advisor (free) on each of your Internet Browsers. It helps identify risky sites. (Note: It is not 

related to McAfee's Anti -virus or security suite.)  

8. Buy yourself a Battery Backup Power Unit (unless you use a Laptop), so if you lose power at a critical time, you can 

gently close the PC down. 

9. E-mail: 

     a. The best single thing you can do to secure your e-mail is to pick a good password. Do not use a single word, but a 

short phrase, and include some numbers. ie: "happy2cu4now" or "my5kidsrgr8". I avoid passwords that include I, l, 1, 0, 

o, or O. Too easy to confuse my memory. I prefer to stick with all lower case for ease of entry, but if you like finger 

exercise, you can include UPPER CASE and special characters to make it even more secure. Be creative: "C@@LDUDE" 

could work and easy to remember. 

     b. Set up your email program to block images, unless OK'd by you.  

     c. Using "Plain Text" e-mail is safer than using "HTML" e-mail, but not as pretty. 

     d. Note: Your anti-virus program can scan incoming e-mails, but does not fully protect you. 

     e. Thunderbird is a more secure e-mail client than Outlook, Outlook express, or Windows Mail. 

PREPARE YOUR ENVIRONMENT (so you can recover if bad things do happen.) 

1. RESTORE/INSTALL DVD/CD‘s: Make sure you have your "Windows Install" or "System Restore" DVD/CD's on hand (or 

kept safe off-site). You need these in case of a catastrophic failure. If you do not have them, many manufacturers have 

instructions on how to burn your own Restore DVD/CD. Do it! 

2. BACKUP PLANS: Put multiple Backup processes in place that include: 

     a. DATA BACKUPS: Plan regular backups of all your personal data to CD/DVD's (and kept safe off-site). 

     b. IMAGE BACKUPS: Plan regular ―Image‖ back-ups of the entire hard-drive, preferably to an external Hard drive. 

This is a full image of your main Hard -drive that can be used to completely restore the PC back to normal.  

     c. TESTING: Test your back-up process to make sure it can restore the system. This is less risky if you do it when 

you first buy a PC, because you have your system restore DVD's (hopefully) to put things back as they were when you 

bought it. 

     d. ONLINE BACKUPS: If you like, sign up for an on-line automatic backup service like Carbonite, Jungledisk, or Mozy. 

     e. RESTORE BOOT DISK: Create a Boot-Disk (using your Backup Program), so if you need to restore from a backed-up 

image, you are ready to go. This disk should be tested for "bootability" and then kept off-site. 

     f. FLASH DRIVES: Warning: Do not trust Flash Drives as your only means of data backup. They are prone to 

unexpected catastrophic failures. Having 2 or 3 duplicate Flash Drives would possibly be a reasonable alternative to 

DVD/CD‘s for your personal Data. 

3. HARD COPY BU: Write down or print out all your critical info, passwords, access info, log-in ID‘s, etc. and save off-

site. Print out a hard copy of all your e-mail contacts and save off-site. 

4. PASSWORD FILE: If you keep a list of Passwords on your computer, make sure the file is hidden and/or protected by 

encryption. Name your password file something that only has meaning to you. Do not name your file; "passwords.doc". 

Duhh. Use something off-beat, like Recipes.doc or Flowers.doc. Also, there are "Locker" Programs that are free or 

cheap that will hide, encrypt, and password protect your personal data files. 
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PRACTICE SECURE BEHAVIORS 

E-MAIL: 

1. Never open e-mail attachments from strangers. 

2. Never click a button or link in an email. If desired, copy & paste the link into your browser and make sure it is going 

where you think it is going. 

3. Be cautious about opening attachments & links from friends and family. Especially if it is something that was 

forwarded from someone else. 

ANTI-VIRUS ~ ANTI-SPYWARE SCANS 

1. Run a full Anti-virus Scan at least once a month. 

2. For each of your Anti-spyware Programs, run updates and a full scan weekly or at least monthly. 

SECUNIA SCANS 

Once or twice a month, run a Secunia "Software Inspector" scan to make sure your most common programs are up to 

date against vulnerabilities. This runs from their website. You do not have to download any programs. 

BACKUP, BACKUP, BACKUP 

1. Do your planned backups regularly. At least once a month, backup all your personal data files, emails, pictures, etc. 

to CD/DVD's, and put them somewhere offsite. (A safe-deposit box or a friend or relative's house). 

2. At least monthly, backup an image of your main Hard Drive to an external or second Hard drive. 

3. If possible, physically take the external hard-drive containing your backed up image off-site so you can recover 

easily in case of fire, flood, theft, etc. (A safe-deposit box is good). There are now many small cheap external Hard 

drives that will easily fit in a Safe -Deposit box. Buy two and alternate them.  

4. Periodically printout a hardcopy of your passwords and contacts. Save off-site. 

5. Keep your external Hard-drive powered off when not in use. 

HARD-DRIVE SURFACE ANALYSIS SCANS 

Run a maintenance scan quarterly or semiannually on all your hard drives using a utility like "Spin-Rite". This helps 

assure you against a surprise hard drive failure.  

REFERENCES & RECOMMENDED PROGRAMS: 

MOZILLA Products: 

- Firefox Browser - Free: www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/ 

- Thunderbird E-mail Client - Free: www.mozilla.com/en-US/thunderbird/ 

   See Thunderbird Step-By-Step setup at: www.jrmcknight.net/ 

ANTI-VIRUS ~ ANTI-SPYWARE Products 

- McAfee Site Advisor - Free: www.siteadvisor.com/ 

- AVG Free Anti-virus - Free: http://free.grisoft.com/doc/downloads-products/us/frt/0?prd=aff 

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/thunderbird/
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- Defender - Free: www.microsoft.com/athome/security/spyware/software/default.mspx# 

- AVG Anti-spyware - Free: http://free.grisoft.com/doc/downloads-products/us/frt/0?prd=asf 

- Ad-AWARE 2007 - Free: www.lavasoftusa.com/products/ad_aware_free.php 

- SpyBot Search & Destroy - Free: www.safer-networking.org/en/spybotsd/index.html 

SOFTWARE SCANS & BACKUP: 

- Secunia Software Inspector - Free: www.secunia.com/software_inspector/ 

   Requires the latest version of Java to run: www.java.com/en/download/index.jsp 

- Spin-Rite Program: www.grc.com/sr/spinrite.htm 

   The SpinRite Storage Utility Program is not free, but is money well spent. 

- Acronis True Image Backup Utility www.ugr.com/ 

   This program is available at a discount at the above listed site and includes a free Tutorial CD. 

- Automatic Online Data Backup sites: www.carbonite.com/ & www.jungledisk.com/ Carbonite is currently $50.00 per 

year for unlimited storage. Jungledisk is variable priced on usage but cheap. 

BATTERY BACKUP POWER UNITS (also called a UPS: Uninterruptible Power Supply): 

- When buying a UPS, I suggest you add up all the power ratings on all the PC equipment you plan to connect to the 

unit, then pick a unit about 1.5 times that amount. ie: If your usage is 300 Watts, buy at least a 450 Watt UPS (equal to 

about a 700 VA unit). 

- The VA rating (Volt-Amps) vs Watts rating is confusing. With PC equipment, 1 Watt is about 1.6 VA. I go by Watts. If 

the tag on your PC says 2.0A and 120V, then calculate 2.0 Amps x 120 Volts or 240 watts for that device. (VA would be 

about 400) 

- A UPS that is rated too small will fault when first powering on all your equipment at once. The first 30 seconds or so 

is when the highest power usage occurs. 

- The most reliable brands seem to be APC and BELKIN. Triplett is OK. 

**Always check for the latest version of this document at: www.jrmcknight.net  

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses 

require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Windows Live Mail – Replacement for Outlook Express 

Attribution: By Ed Leckliter, Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG)  

Over the past few months I have moved even further towards the ―dark side‖ (i.e., towards using more Microsoft 

products).  I had been ―using‖ MS Office Professional 2007 on my notebook system since I downloaded and installed a 

―free‖ copy after attending the Office 2007 launch event in LA in early 2007. Outlook 2007 had been being used almost 

daily.  My desktop system‘s ―office‖ type applications continued to be a mix of WordPerfect 10 (circa 2001) and MS 

Office 2000 Premium which I got a reasonably go deal on ―back in the day.‖  Time passed and I recently updated my 

desktop system to MS ―Office 2007 Home and Student‖ – see separate story in this issue, ―Product Review:  novaPDF 

Professional Edition (v.5.4). 

http://www.ocipug.org/
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The MS Office 2007 ―suite‖ includes Outlook 2007.  While MS Office 2000 included the then-current version of Outlook 

(2000), I continued to use Outlook Express because I didn‘t want to hassle (I thought) converting all my e-mail ―stuff‘ 

to Outlook 2000. Office 2007 Home and Student does not include Outlook.  Then I ―stumbled‖ across ―Windows Live 

Mail‖ – see http://get.live.com/wlmail/overview.  I say stumbled when actually I had become dissatisfied with the 

―milk toast‖ look of Outlook Express and was looking for a prettier face – and maybe a few more features – I found 

board. 

Prettier face 

 

More functionality 

>Unified - Get multiple e-mail accounts in one place—not only Hotmail, but Gmail, Yahoo!*, and many more. Plus, you 

can start a Windows Live Messenger conversation right from your inbox, or jump right into the latest updates from your 

friends' Windows Live Spaces blogs. 

>Photo e-mail - Send high-resolution photos without clogging their inboxes with gigantic attachments. Your contact 

will see a thumbnail image embedded in your message. When they click on it, they'll see the full-sized picture, at a 

private Web location. Plus, you can do basic photo editing, add borders, and control just how the thumbnail images are 

displayed in your e-mail. 

>Serious security - Use Windows Live Mail to help maximize privacy, safety, and security across your e-mail accounts. 

Spam filters scan for junk e-mail, red and yellow warning bars tell you when a message seems to be suspicious, and the 

"Delete and block" button lets you tell scammers to buzz off. 

>Multiple e-mails accounts, one place - So, for some reason you've got Hotmail, Yahoo!*, and Gmail? (It's okay, we've 

all got our reasons.) Windows Live Mail is your e-mail command center where you can get messages and manage 

multiple accounts in one place: your desktop. 

>Quick views  - Quick views show you specific categories of messages from across all of your e-mail and news 

accounts. You select the quick views you want and see them in the folder pane. 

>Custom layouts - Make it yours. Change the colors, move columns around, and show just the stuff you want to see. 

>RSS without the mess - Get content feeds delivered directly to your inbox—from news sites, blogs, and anywhere else 

that offers RSS. (RSS means "Really Simple Syndication," and is a way for websites to send out their content.) 

http://get.live.com/wlmail/overview
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>Do it offline - So you're traveling and can't get online? Read and delete e-mail, and write messages that will be sent 

whenever you're reconnected to the Web. 

Of the above, the feature I appreciate the most is the multiple e-mail accounts in one place.  Previously I had three 

accounts spread over my two computers.  Now I access all three in one ―session‖ and the folders for all three accounts 

are on one page.  That and the prettier face were worth the ―move‖. 

BTW, no, everything did NOT go as I wanted.  Some contacts that were in Outlook Express did not ―come across‖ 

completely – only the e-mail address came over.  I had to open each and add back the contact name.  Only about 15-20 

contacts required that assist, so I didn‘t even bother to look at the MS Knowledgebase to see if there was a fix. 

Would I do it again?  Absolutely!  Sorry I didn‘t update earlier. 

This article may be reproduced with attribution to the author and OCIPUG. 

Why I like the Ubuntu Operating System 

Attribution: By Phil Vogel, Director at Large, The Olympia Microcomputer User Group, Washington, www.olymug.org, 

director3@olymug.org  Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

My interest in alternative operating systems started 20 years ago when I worked for the State of Maryland during a year 

of computer chaos.  We had a good office system using WordPerfect but some high State official(s) made a decision to 

go with Microsoft Word.  At our facility WordPerfect was no longer funded and we were no longer able to use it.  Yet 

our mental facility didn't have the budget to buy all the copies for all of our computer, only a few. 

Thus my co-workers and I became interested in alternative sources of software.  One of the writing programs that we 

used was the predecessor of OpenOffice and not very good.  And because of the high prices charged for an inferior 

product (Word compared to WordPerfect) at the time, we looked to finding an alternative Operating System to 

Microsoft products.  I remember investigating Red Hat distribution of Red Hat Linux at the time.  But at the time it was 

not up to par with Microsoft's Windows 95. 

When I joined OMUG, I was delighted to find that there was a Linux SIG.   ―Linux‖ is a term for many operating systems 

(OS)  using the Linux ―kernel‖ or ―heart‖ or  ―engine.‖  The kernel ―drives‖ the system like a car engine powers a car.  

Conrad Schuler, one of the leaders of the Linux SIG was promoting SUSE, a ―distribution‖ of Linux which originally 

came from Germany.  Paul Braget, another leader, liked Ubuntu.  When joined, I found I was totally lost.  However, I 

stuck it out and some of the understanding and data is beginning to stick to the walls of my mind. 

I listened, worked on the Linux programs on the computers in the Senior Center and became convinced that I wanted 

to try it out for myself.  I like laptops.  I can grab a computer and move it to a room or across the country easily.   In 

this country all computers are Microsoft friendly but only some brands and some models of the other brands such as 

Dell are Linux-compatible. 

I decided after some research to take a chance on a new Toshiba Qosmio.  We had difficulty installing SUSE and 

because of inexperience it became corrupted.  However, it was easier to install Ubuntu. 

―Ubuntu‖ is a South African word which means, ―I am because you are.‖  I am writing this article because you are 

here, OMUG.  I am using Ubuntu because a lot of people around the world contribute to its innovation, maintenance, 

and security.  By the way, the Toshiba came with Windows Vista Home Edition.   I only use it for QuickBooks; that is, I 

can boot into Vista when I need to, but use Ubuntu most of the time. 

I use Ubuntu to surf the web because it has a very secure hard kernel.  It is almost impossible to attack a Linux based 

machine because all the software programs are attached to the outside of the kernel.  At most a particular program 

will become dysfunctional but not the operating system.  For this reason about 90 percent of the servers around the 

world use Linux based software.  Some servers are so reliable that service is minimal.  

http://www.olymug.org/
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The Linux kernel is simple, clean and fast, allowing me to turn it on and be on the web in a fraction of the time 

required by my Windows machine.  My web browser is FireFox, an excellent free program. 

I am writing this article with OpenOffice because it is another excellent writing program that is on a par with Microsoft 

Office.  And it is a free program also.  I must admit that Microsoft's ―Access‖ program is superior to OpenOffice's  

―Data.‖ 

All the above programs are ―open source‖ which means that you can obtain them for free by a download, or on DVD or 

CD for a nominal charge.  However, there are also companies that will supply a person with disks, manuals and service 

contract just like Microsoft.  But everyone is bound by the EULA of the ―open source‖ contract, including companies 

and also users like me.  For instance anyone who comes up with a change or improvement must make it available to 

any one else for free. 

So this is why I like Ubuntu, FireFox and OpenOffice.   I also use other features such as watching movies, burning DVD's, 

and WiFi—and they work well.  Now I want to edit and burn a home made  movie.   Plus Ubuntu has an extensive 

Internet support system.  New programs and updates are coming out all the time.  It is an example of a technology 

rising up from the grassroots rather than from the top down. 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses 

require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

A New CPU for Small Form Factory and (?) Entry Level Desktop PCs ð the Intel 

òAtomó 

Attribution: By Ed Leckliter, Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG)  

On March 2, 2008 Intel announced, ―The Intel® Atom™ processor will be the name for a new family of low-power 

processors designed specifically for mobile Internet devices (MIDs) and a new class of simple and affordable Internet-

centric computers arriving later this year.‖  The latter group may see its first ―production‖ ―system‖ launch on June 

3rd when Taiwan‘s ASUSTeK (ASUS) introduces its Eee PC desktop, purportedly named the ―Eee Box.‖ Several 

competitors are also expected to showcase Atom-based systems at ―Computex Taipei 2008‖, Taiwan‘s largest IT show 

and the second largest IT show in the world.  Computex runs June 3 through June 7. 

While the now-released, new processor is listed on Intel‘s web site in the ―Embedded and Communications‖ section, 

rampant media speculation is that this processor will end up not only in low-power (low wattage), small form factor 

(SFF) systems such as the ASUS Eee Box but also in more conventional desktop systems targeting the entry level buyer. 

[The notebook compliment to the ASUS Eee Box (desktop) is the Eee PC, which has been marketed towards the entry 

level notebook buyer from day one. The ―Eee PC 2G Surf‖ notebook (configured with an undisclosed, non-Atom, Intel 

notebook processor, a 7‖ display, and 2GB SSD) retails for $299.99.] 

The Z5xx series Atom is a 32-bit processor built on Intel‘s latest process technology (45nm).  It is currently shipping in 

1.1GHz and 1.6GHz models and Intel press releases note that the line will extended to a 1.86GHz model. The fronts 

side bus (FSB) for these processors is relatively slow for a desktop processor (400MHz and 533MHz, respectively, for the 

current models).  The L2 cache for both is a modest 512KB. For comparison, the current entry level desktop PC 

―standard‖, the Intel Pentium Dual-Core E2180, has an 800MHz FSB and 1MB of L2 cache. The announced Atoms are 

single core but dual core versions are on the near horizon. These processors use surface mount technology – direct 

mount to the motherboard, no socket. 

The Atom is paired with a single-chip core logic (chipset) solution, the Intel US15W.  That noted, the speculation is 

that the Atom will be matched with one of the aging Intel 945G series of chipsets for cost savings. [This may be the 

case but it is very speculative. It is more possible in the longer term than the near term.]  Intel‘s product brief notes 

the availability of drivers for multiple embedded operating systems AND for the desktop version of Windows XP SP2. 

The US15W data sheet introduction states, ―The features of the Intel SCH provide functionality necessary for 

http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.intel.com/design/intarch/atom500/index.htm?iid=ipp_embed+proc_atomz5xx
http://www.computextaipei.com.tw/
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traditional operating systems (such as Microsoft Windows Vista and Linux) as well as functionality normally associated 

with handheld devices (such as SDIO/MMC and USB client).‖ Very interesting that Vista is mentioned, not XP, and that 

embedded operating systems are mentioned second. The US15W‘s memory controller is only single channel and only 

supports DDR2 to 533MHz.  Parallel ATA (IDE) hard drives are supported but not SATA. These last points suggest focus 

on embedded markets AND even more reasons to look for an alternative chipset for a ―conventional‖ desktop PC. 

On June 3rd the speculation will be over.  Check Intel‘s press page to get the real scoop. 

This article may be reproduced with attribution to the author and OCIPUG. 

 

End Piece and Fine Print 
 

OCIPUG (Orange Coast IBM PC User Group) was founded in 1985 as a resource to current and prospective IBM PC-

compatible computer users in California‘s Orange County and surrounding areas (south of LA).  OCIPUG is an 

independent, California, non-profit (501.c.3) corporation not affiliated with any vendor or supplier.  This user group is 

a member of the ―Association of Personal Computer User Groups‖ (APCUG).  A copy of the groups Bylaws is posted at 

Link.  

README.DOC is a publication of OCIPUG.  Views expressed on these pages are those of the identified author or the 

README.DOC editor and are not those of OCIPUG.  There is NO GUARANTEE that the information provided is correct, 

that doing what is suggested will produce the desired result, or that doing what is suggested will not produce an 

unintended result.  PLEASE proceed at YOUR OWN RISK.  Company and product names may be trademarks or registered 

trademarks of their respective companies. All trademarks are acknowledged. 

Submissions are solicited and will be considered on a first-come-first-served basis.  The README.DOC editor reserves 

the right to publish or not published submitted articles with no commitment as to timing of publication.  Receipt of 

submissions may not be acknowledged and submissions in hard copy will not be returned.  Please e-mail submissions in 

Microsoft Word (.doc only) or .txt format to editor@ocipug.org. 

Comments and corrections should be e-mailed to editor@ocipug.org. 
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