
 

 

 
                                                                                                                        

 

Monthly General Meeting 
Date:  October 25 , 2008 

Agenda:  

 0830-0900    Random Access (general Q & A on IBM-compatible, persona l computer hardware and software)  

 0900-0915    User Group Administration and SIG Announcements 

 0915-1015    Featured Presentation 

 òKubuntu 8.04: Installation and Discussionó (Ed Leckliter)  

 1015-1030    Break 

 1030-1110    Featured SIG Presentation  

  òBarracuda Drive Server: Installation and ôContent Managementõ Demoó (Internet and 

Networking SIG) 

1110-1155 Capsule SIG Presentations: 

Hardware SIG ð Intelõs òLarrabeeó (from 2008 San Francisco IDF)  

Windows SIG ð TBD (may be none, SIG Leader to be out of town)  

Digital Content, Scanning & Printing SIG - TBD 

 1155-noon    Raffle  

Raffle tickets are FREE - five (5) to each member attendee and one (1) to each adult, non -

member attendee. Please pick them up when you sign in.   The monthly raffle prize is a $50 Fry's 

Electr onics gift card.  

Location :   

 All meetings are held at the Costa Mesa Senior Center, 695 West 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
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Meetings 
 

General Meetings ð next six months:  

 October 25, 2008 (see cover page for this monthõs meeting agenda) 

 November 22, 2008, December 20, 2008, January 24, 2009, February 28, 2009, March 28, 2009 

 

Executive Board Meetings  ð follow each General Meeting.  OCIPUG members are welcome to attend.  

 

Special Interest Group (SIG) Meetings :  

 First Tuesday  (October 7, 2008) ð Internet & Networking SIG  

  7:00 P.M. ð 9:00 P.M. 

 Featured Topic:  Q&A discussion of Internet and Networking topics  

  SIG Leader: Bob Strader (for Steve Schiffman ) 

  Internet & Networking SIG web site ð click the òInternet & Networkingó link on the OCIPUG web site 

 Second Tuesday (October 14, 2008) ð Hardware SIG 

  7:00 P.M. ð 10:00 P.M. 

 Featured Topic:   Building Your Own System (2008 Series) - Installing Your OS and Device Drivers and 

Functional Testing (the last session in a five part series)  

  SIG Leader: Ed Leckliter 

Hardware SIG web site ð click the òHardwareó link on the OCIPUG web site 

 Third Tuesday  (October 21, 2008) ð Windows SIG 

  7:00 P.M. ð 9:00 P.M. 

 Featured Topic:  Tips and Tricks  

SIG Leader: Robert Strader  

  Windows SIG web site ð click the òWindowsó link on the OCIPUG web site 

 Fourth Tuesday  (October 28, 2008) ð Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG 

  7:00 P.M. ð 9:00 P.M. 

 Featured Topic:  We will look at an emerging, artistic, imaging format, High Dynamic Range ( HDR); 

review some quick and easy steps to take HDR photos with any camera;  and show samples of HDR images.  We 

will also visit Photoshop Elements web sites and demo some of the described tips and tricks using Elements 4, 

5, and 6.  

  SIG Leader: Robert Walker 

 Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG web site ð click the òDigital Contentó link on the OCIPUG web 

site 

 

http://www.ocipug.org/
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http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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Administration (Team Roster ς 2008-09) 
 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

CFO/Treasurer 

Director (2007-09) 

Director (2008-10) 

Past President/Long Range Planning 

README.DOC Editor 

Webmaster 

Programs Chairperson 

SIG Coordinator 

Membership Chairperson 

APCUG Representative 

SCRUGS Representative 

Ed Leckliter  

Robert Walker 

Irwin Haydock 

Jack Vincent 

Leonard Stein 

Eugenia Frerichs 

David Wintle 

Ed Leckliter  

Ed Leckliter  

OPEN (= Opportunity!)  

Robert Strader 

OPEN (= Opportunity!)  

Robert Walker 

Robert Walker 

 

president.bod@ocipug.org  

vicepres.bod@ocipug.org 

secretary.bod@ocipug.org 

treasurer.bod@ocipug.org 

director1.bod@ocipug.org  

director2.bod@ocipug.org  

pastpres.bod@ocipu.org  

editor@ocipug.org 

webmaster@ocipug.org 

programs@ocipug.org  

sigcoordinator@ocipug.org  

membership@ocipug.org  

apcugrep@ocipug.org 

scrugsrep@ocipug.org  

Membership 
 

Members receive a meeting reminder and the monthly newsletter (README.DOC) via e-mail (the onlin e newsletter 

archive is on a three month delay).   Member dues help the group pay its bills (liability insurance, APCUG membership 

fee, equipment maintenance, web site domain name registration and hosting fees, and raffle prizes).  Memberships run 

from September through August and are prorated for those join ing after September.  The membership form is available 

at ( link ).  The fee schedule follows.  Contact the OCIPUG Treasurer for prorated fees .  

Individual ð 1 year $30, 2 years $55, 3 years $75 

Family - 1 year $35, 2 years $60, 3 years $85 

Full-time student - $20/year  (see the membership form for more info)  

 

OCIPUG Web Sites 
 

Main web site - see http://www.ocipug.org/    

SIG web sites ð click the associated SIG-name link on the OCIPUG home page (http://www.ocipug.org/ ) 

 

mailto:president.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:vicepres.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:secretary.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:treasurer.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:director1.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:director2.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:pastpres.bod@ocipu.org
mailto:editor@ocipug.org
mailto:webmaster@ocipug.org
mailto:programs@ocipug.org
mailto:sigcoordinator@ocipug.org
mailto:membership@ocipug.org
mailto:apcugrep@ocipug.org
mailto:scrugsrep@ocipug.org
http://www.ocipug.org/Other%20Docs/OCIPUG%20Membership%20Form%2006112008.pdf
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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SIG Meeting Reports 

 

Internet & Networking SIG (SIG Leader: Steve Schiffman ) 

 Meeting Date: September 2, 2008 

 Attendees: 6 

Topic/Focus: This month we followed up on the General Meeting presentation a couple months ago on 

Barracuda Drive Server. We downloaded the software and license key that was provided by Real Time Logic of 

Laguna Niguel. We then installed the software on the OCIPUG computer where we went through the 

configuration process. We were then able to access the Barracuda Drive Server application via a browser 

another computer. Next is learning to utilize the content m anagement capabilities to implement web pages 

and file services. There is a lot of information to work with and learn about. In following months we continue 

working with using the content management portion of the Barracuda Drive Server application.  

Hardware SIG (SIG Leader: Ed Leckliter)  

 Meeting Date: September 9, 2008 

Attendees: 7  

Topic/Focus: òBuilding Your Own System (2008 Series) - Installing the Balance of Your Components (alias, 

Assembly - Part 2)ó 

See presentation slides (PDF format).  

Hardware Submissions:  

Member, and fellow SIG leader, Steve Schiffman brought in a small server he had recently used to 

demo a TV tuner card.  After removing that card, and the lap se of several days, he went to start the system 

and it would not work properly ð no screen.  He of course did his due diligence in checking out the various 

components (removing and trying again) but with no luck.  [Last resort, he brought it to the OCIPUG Hardware 

SIG meeting.]  The unit was òpresentedó to Ed sans memory and all adapter cards (a video card and two NICs).  

Ed did a quick check, reinstalled the RAM (single module), and reinstalled the video card.  Upon pressing the 

power-on button the system attempted to start, seeming to be trying to cycle on and retrying repeatedly.  As 

Ed and Steve stood discussing the matter the system finally started booting through.  Steve noted a boot 

message indicating that the BIOS CMOS had been reset to default values.  The system was shut down (power 

removed) and rebooted.  The system booted fine.  Steve felt that the problem was a bad CMOS battery, Ed felt 

it was either a problem with the seating of the video card (possibly dislodged when the TV tuner was removed, 

or in transit) or a problem in IRQ assignment associated with the removal of the TV tuner card and the system 

laboring to reset the IRQs. Steve went home to replace the CMOS battery and reinstall the balance of the 

hardware (what had been disconnected durin g troubleshooting.  Ed suggested reinstalling and rechecking one 

NIC at a time.  

Random Access:  

Member Walter Srebnik inquired as to what would happen if a RAID controller (adapter card) failed ð 

i.e., whether the array would be lost.  Ed advised that any data being written to or read from the affected 

drive(s) at that instant would probably be lost (the assumption being that any cached date on the controller, 

even if supported by battery power, would probably be lost).  Beyond that was the question about òre-

identifyingó the drives in any previously-defined RAID array.  Ed was not 100% sure of the appropriate response 

http://www.ocipughwsig.org/PDFs/OCIPUG%20Hardware%20SIG%209%209%202008.pdf
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and noted that such failures are quite rare - compared to drive failures.  That noted, Ed subsequently did some 

research. The following respo nses are from the two most prominent RAID controller manufacturers:  

1. 3ware (www.3ware.com ) ð òThe array setup is stored on the disk drives, and not on the 

3ware controller . If the 3ware controller  becomes defective, you ca n have it RMAed 

(assuming it is still under warranty) or buy a new one to replace it. The new card will 

recognize the array type and the data will be intact...ó  3ware refers to this feature as the 

ability of drives to do òdisk roamingó, i.e., move from 3ware controller to 3ware controller 

without losing the ability to recognize and operate properly with previously defined arrays 

without any intervention.  

2. Adaptec (www.adaptec.com ) ð I spoke with pre -sales and was advised that if you are using 

any of their 2, 3, or 5 series controllers, the array information is stored on the drives and a 

controller failure would have no effect on the array as long as a series 2, 3, or 5 controller 

is the replacement controller.  

NOTE:  The above responses do not apply to other controller manufacturerõs products or to 

older controllers produced by these manufacturers.  That is, your mileage may vary.  

Windows SIG (SIG Leader: Robert Strader ) 

 Meeting Date: September 16, 2008 

 Attendees: 7 

Topic/Focus:   

Opened the meeting by checking to see if programs for the Digital Scanning and Photography SIG were 

loaded on the SIG space computer. 

Irwin Haydock brought his computer in to check why it would shut down by itself.  

Franks problem: You can no longer access the CD drive or the DVD drive, or you receive an error 

message after you remove a CD recording program or a DVD recording program in Windows XP: "error code 31". 

Solution: Microsoft Knowledge Base Article Q314060 which says that the problem can be resolved by deleting 

particular UpperFilters and LowerFilters entries in the registry.  Bob Walker had a similar problem and it was 

associated with the use of òiTunesò 

We briefly discussed how to do a clean install of Vista with an Upgrade disk.  

Steve explained how to open and use two browser windows side by side to view two screens at a time, 

although reduced width and would require horizontal scrolling to view full contents of a browser window.  

Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG (SIG Leader: Robert Walker ) 

 Meeting Date: September 23, 2008 

 Attendees: 5 

 Topic/Focus:  We looked at the new Photoshop Elements 7 and the new Adobe Lightr oom 2, and went over 

some of the news from òphotokina 2008ó. 

Every two years some 160,000 visitors from 140 countr ies attend the òphotokinaó imaging t rade show in 

Cologne, Germany.  This year it was held on September 23, 2008, the same day as our Photo SIG meeting. 

World's First 100GB CF Card to be shown  

A huge leap in compact flash card capacity is going to be demons trated starting tomorrow at Photokina: 

Pretec, which claims the world's largest -capacity CF card (48GB) will show 64GB and 100GB 233X CF. The cards 

http://www.3ware.com/
http://www.adaptec.com/
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will be demonstrated with high -performance cameras from Leaf. The Pretec 233X 64GB is expected to retail for  

$399, and the 333X 100GB will cost around $630. Both are expected to be available by the end of the year.  

Fujifilm today introduced th e FinePix S2000HD, the company's first compact digital camera with HD video 
capabilities. A superzoom (15x optical zoom, 27.6 -414mm equivalent) camera with an electronic viewfinder 
and SLR-like form factor, the 10MP camera records movies in HD quality (128 0x720 pixels) in 16:9 aspect ratio 
on its 1/2.3 -inch CCD, which is slightly larger than usual. Features include dual image stabilization (optical and 
ISO boost), face detection with auto red -eye removal, manual exposure control, up to 13.5fps burst rate fo r up 
to 33 frames in a row, one -touch "instant zoom", zoom bracketing (a new feature that digitally zooms in for 
three images), 13 scene modes, SDHC compatibility, and 4AA battery power. But the key selling point, 
according to Fuji, is the HD video, which will make this camera compatible with any wide -screen TV for 
playback. The FinePix S2000HD will be available in September for approximately $299.95.  

Panasonic announced the worldõs first Micro Four Thirds system camera, the LUMIX DMC-G1, the worldõs 
smallest and lightest digital interchangeable lens camera, weighing in at approximately 385 grams (0.85 lbs).* 
Based on the new Micro Four Thirds System standard, the LUMIX G1 eliminates the internal mirror structure 
that defines digital single -lens reflex (DSLR) cameras, thus reducing the size and weight by nearly half.** With 
the mirror -less system, the G1õs flange back, which is the distance between the mount and the image sensor, 
has been reduced from 40 mm ð as specified in the Four Thirds System ð to approx imately 20 mm.  

Fujifilm announces 3D digital photo system  
A digital Nimslo? Fujifilm today announced that it has developed a 3D digital photography system, based on 
two-lens and two-sensor capture and digital display through a lenticular sheet. A "Real Pho to Processor 3D" 
synchronizes data captured by the two sensors and blends the images into a single image. Fuji says this 
technology can be applied to both still photography and movies. The system will include a compatible 3D 
digital frame that uses light d irection control for viewing without 3D glasses. No actual products have been 
introduced.  
 FUJIFILM Corporation today announces a radical departure from current imaging systems with the 
development of a completely new, real image system (3D digital camera , 3D digital photo frame, 3D print) that 
marks a complete break from previous attempts to introduce this technology.  

Canon EOS 5D Mark II features 

21.1 Megapixel Full-frame CMOS sensor, 14-bit A/D conversion (16,384 colors/each of 3 primary color), wide 
range ISO setting of 100-6400 (expandable L: 50, H1: 12800 and H2: 25600). The EOS 5D Mark II features a 
huge, full -frame sensor. A 21.1-megapixel CMOS sensor delivers images of up to 5616 x 3744 pixels. And since it 
is full -frame, all lenses will deliver t he angle of view they would on a 35mm camera without a conversion 
factor. This comes in handy especially when shooting with wide -angle lenses. For the flexibility to shoot in 
even the most dimly lit situations, the EOS 5D Mark II offers Canon's highest ISO sensitivity to date, ranging 
from 100-6400 (expandable to ISO L: 50, H1: 12800 and H2: 25600). Thanks to improved noise reduction 
technologies, images shot even at highest sensitivity will be remarkably smooth.  

 

Articles 
 

Anti -Virus Virus  

Attribution:  By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS (www.compukiss.com), sandy@compukiss.com.  This article has been 

obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses require the 

permission of the author (see e -mail address above).  

I hate writing about computer viruses. It always reminds me of how many unscrupulous, money -hungry people there 

are in the world. Yet, there are times when I feel tha t I must write about a certain virus because it is causing so much 

http://www.compukiss.com/
mailto:sandy@compukiss.com
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havoc for everyday computer users. Unfortunately, that time has come again. In the past two weeks, my company has 

removed a very bad group of viruses from six different computers. So I feel  it is time to send out a warning.  

There are many different variations of this virus and its cousins. They have many different names, including Antivirus 

2008, Antivirus 2009, SpywareScanner 2008, and AntiVirXP08. Some experts are calling them viruses. Some are calling 

them malware. Symantec calls them misleading applications. McAfee lists them as a PUPs (potentially unwanted 

programs). Whatever you call them, they are terribly invasive.  

By most accounts, these awful applications piggy -back on programs that  are downloaded from the Internet. However, 

some experts are warning that your computer may become infected by simply visiting certain websites, especially if 

your operating system and/or antivirus software is not up -to-date.  

The gist of the matter is that  once your computer is infected, you will begin to see pop -up windows that give an 

exaggerated report of the number of threats that your computer is infected with. The window may say something like 

òYour computer has become infected with 231 computer viruses and spyware.ó These pop-ups try to scare you into 

purchasing their antivirus or antispyware software.  If you purchase it, they send you a registry key, but it doesnõt work 

because the program they sell you doesnõt exist. These viruses are also being spread by malicious websites that sell 

fake antispyware software.  

On top of that, there are many other viruses or pieces of malware that can piggyback on the main virus. So this 

malware can dramatically slow down or even stop your computer. The infections be ing caused by these viruses and 

malware programs are extremely harmful and can be very difficult to remove. They often require a cleanup by a 

professional or a complete reformatting of the hard drive and reinstallation of the software.  

As an everyday computer user, you need to be very careful about the software that you download from the Internet. 

Make sure that it is from a source that you know to be reputable or a website that has been recommended by a 

trustworthy source. You can also use a program like the McAfee Site Advisor to help you assess the validity of the 

website before you download the program. McAfeeõs Site Advisor is a small program that is used by your Internet 

browser to indicate the safety of websites. It is a free download available at ww w.siteadvisor.com and it is a valuable 

tool.  

Also, as usual, be sure that you update your operating system and antivirus software regularly. Donõt fall for any 

program that pops up on your computer trying to scare you into purchasing antivirus or antispywa re software.  

Yes, the bad guys are out there and they have a lot of computer savvy. So we all need to be smart about the software 

we download and the websites we visit.  

Googleõs New òChromeó Browser (Beta): Not Yet Ready for Prime Time  

Attribution: B y Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, òThe Examineró, Beaumont, TX; Radio & TV Show Host. 

Iwilsker@apcug.net. This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG 

member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

WEBSITE: http://www.google.com/chrome   

As I type this, the national media is playing up the fact that today is Google's tenth anniversary. In that time it has 

become the predominate player in the search industry, with a market share of about two -thirds. By more than 

coincidence, Google also recently announced the public release of a beta version (pre -release) of its free new brow ser 

with the moniker "Chrome". It is no secret that Google is in a competitive war with some parts of the Microsoft dynasty, 

and Chrome is intended to be a competitor of Internet Explorer (IE). By design, Chrome may be a superior browser to 

IE, but in the few days that I have used it, I have to conclude that the current beta version is "énot yet ready for prime 

time." Several of the websites that I routinely visit, including two different webmail accounts, My Yahoo, my weather 

page, and some other sites would partly load and display, and then disappear with a black window with a white font 

and graphic displayed. The graphic is of a frowning web page, and the expression "Aw Snap! Something went wrong 

mailto:Iwilsker@apcug.net
http://www.google.com/chrome


 8 

while displaying this webpage. To continue press Reload or go to another page." Reloading would not fix the problem 

on any page where the error appeared. This is why I believe that this beta version, while fast, attractive and feature 

rich, is not quite ready to take its place as a primary or secondary browser. Fo r the record, every page that failed to 

load in Chrome, loaded flawlessly in IE and Firefox. Despite this nagging bug, Chrome is still a worthwhile free 

download, because it has several interesting features lacking on the competing browsers, especially its  obvious target, 

Chrome's nemesis, Internet Explorer.  

Chrome (beta) was fast and easy to download from www.google.com/chrome, and effortlessly installed on my XP 

machine. During the install I was given the option to import bookmarks (favorites), cookies, a nd passwords from 

Internet Explorer, which I chose to do. While unstated by Google, it appears obvious that later versions of Chrome will 

be able to import data from Firefox. Chrome will also run on Vista, and versions for Mac and Linux are in the works.  

After reading about Chrome and its features, I was excited about its potential. It is written in open source code using 

some of the best features of other open source products such as Firefox and Apple's WebKit. The code is tight and 

compact, and when it wo rks, appears to load and display websites much faster than IE. Some of the technical websites 

have actually tested the load times of popular websites, and Chrome may be the fastest browser available. One feature 

about Chrome, which I was especially interes ted in, was its default display of thumbnails of the websites most 

frequently visited by the user. Clicking on the thumbnail would instantly open the website either in that window, or in 

another tab (window) at the user's discretion. The appearance of the Chrome browser is clean and uncluttered. Each 

Chrome tab or window is loaded in a virtual "sandbox" such that if one web page crashes, it will not take down the 

entire browser, but instead only close the affected tab.  

More and more applications are being i ntegrated, many of which can be run directly from Chrome. Clicking on the 

control icon on the toolbar of Chrome gives several options, one of which is to create instant application shortcuts 

which can load applications into Chrome. An icon is created and p laced on the desktop by Chrome, and clicking on that 

icon directly opens the application in a Chrome tab, even if Chrome is not loaded or is offline. This can give near 

instant access to such services as Gmail, Google Calendar, or most other applications.  

Utilizing a concept "one box for everything" enables the traditional address bar of the browser to perform several 

simultaneous functions. As information is typed in the address bar, Google (by default) will identify previous websites 

visited as well as suggested search topics which become more detailed as more is typed. While Google is the factory 

default search setting, it can be easily changed to other major search engines, such as Yahoo. Multiple sites, such as 

EBay, Amazon, and others can also be selectively searched as determined by the user.  

Chrome uses tabbed browsing long a staple of Firefox, but fairly new in IE. The tabs are dynamic, in that they can be 

dragged changing their order on the top of the screen, or into a window creating a new window. This gives the user 

total control over the appearance of the pages displayed for comparison or other purposes, and is an attractive 

feature. Another useful feature in Chrome that also previously appeared as a default in Firefox is a safe browsing 

function.  Chrome dynamically checks websites entered in the address bar against a continuously updated database of 

malware and phishing (identity theft) websites, and displays the following in a red warning window in a large font, 

"WARNING: Visiting this site may harm your computer!".  

Many users like to create lists of bookmarks and favorites, and Chrome makes book marking sites very fast and easy. 

There is a small star on the address bar, and clicking on the star creates the bookmark, with the option to modify the 

bookmark. Another common task that Chrome handles very well is downloading files. Rather than using a download 

manager, Chrome displays download progress in the bottom of the window. When completed, the downloaded file can 

be dragged to the desktop or else where, or opened directly by clicking on the filename in Chrome.  

Chrome has been a lot of fun to play with, despite my frustrations trying to open some web sites. Google will be 

releasing frequent updates, and hopefully the page loading bug will be quickly  remedied. If you want to try the latest 

in browser technology, being fully cognizant that it is currently a beta version, then Chrome may be a worthy browser 

to download and install. Chrome coexists just fine with IE and Firefox, and does not interfere wi th them.  
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Hacking 101  

Attribution:  By Marjie Tucker, Editor, Macon Computer User Group, North Carolina  (www.mcug.org ), mcug@dnet.net. 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

We are being bombarded with warnings about securing our data and the entry to our  computers. Do you ever wonder 

what the big fuss is all about? How can a hacker possibly get into your data? And, what would he be looking for? Let's 

spend some time answering those questions.  

How Does A Hacker Get In To Your Computer? 

http://www.mcug.org/
mailto:mcug@dnet.net
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When you give your computer access to the Internet, you need an IP (Internet Protocol) address. The IP addresses that 

we are currently using have 4 octets with periods between them. They will be something like 192.168.100.1. When you 

access the Internet, that address is read by the router, modem, whatever that links you to your Internet Service 

Provider. Then it is read by the routers that route all the data through the Internet. This address makes it possible for 

you to send data, such as e-mail or  requests for web pages. And, in tu rn, that same address is used to direct incoming 

e-mail and web pages into your computer. There are several websites and programs available that will translate these 

IP addresses into the name of the company that purchased them. In many cases, like our res idential usages, the 

company name will be the ISP. For commercial use, it will be the name of the company that rents the block of IP 

addresses. Hackers use this IP address information to find their targets much like  we use a physical address to find a 

house or office.  

Once a hacker finds out your IP address it's relatively simple to send your computer a Trojan horse program, spyware, 

or a virus that will open a port that you usually don't use. Once that port has been opened, he can freely enter into 

your operating system and browse around just like he was there in person. He would look for programs that store 

valuable data like social security numbers and credit card account numbers. (Do you have that information entered 

into your Quicken or Money program?) 

He would look through your My Documents folder for password lists and search your Internet Explorer favorites for 

financial sites where you saved the username and password. And, before he leaves he usually plants another Trojan 

horse that will give him the  ability to take control of your computer in the future.  

Commercial Websites 

The most common way to hack into a company's website through the Internet is by using a Denial of Service attack. 

These DoS attacks use multiple computers to overload a website wi th bogus requests for information. The hacker 

usually creates a Trojan horse program that he sends into the computers of unsuspecting people (remember that 

program that was left behind when your computer was invaded above?) The message that he creates usua lly contains a 

header saying that it comes from an IP address that doesn't exist. When he is ready to attack, he calls up all the 

computers that he infected with his Trojan horse and tells them to contact a specific IP address. Those computers 

follow his i nstructions and send his preprogrammed message to that website. Servers that control websites always 

check to verify that IP addresses requesting information or webpage downloads are legitimate addresses. When a 

server is hit by a bombardment of these fals e address requests, it tries to track down every one of the fake addresses. 

Before long the server becomes overwhelmed by the fruitless process and crashes. When it crashes, the website will 

vanish and the hacker will be given access to a prompt  for the se rver. He can then use Linux or DOS commands to 

request and view information on that server other servers.  

How About Wireless? 

Letõs put this hacker into an airport where hundreds of people are sharing a wireless network. It's like leaving a child 

alone in a candy store. In this case the airport's wireless system usually provides the IP addresses through DHCP and he 

can easily look at the list of addresses that have been supplied. He can test each of the addresses for available ports 

and it's quick work to a ccess the most vulnerable. The same principles apply in hotels and restaurants that provide 

wireless Internet access. If you have a wireless network in your home, our hacker can drive down your street using a 

laptop or PDA to search for wireless networks. This process is called Wardriving. If he finds one that has not been 

secured at all, he doesn't even have a challenge. If you have added a password, he simply has to crack the password.  

What Tools Do They Use? 

It's very easy for a potential hacker to find the tools of his trade. There are many  websites that offer program tools 

and tutorials for using them. Here are some of the  popular:  

Anonymizers and Remailers - Anonymizers are online services that eliminate the trail of information that is left behind. 

These sites use anonymous proxies that a hacker can use to access computers and servers without leaving his IP address 

on any log. Remailers strip the header off a message and replace it with a meaningless header that  can't be traced.  
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Command.com - When this command is typed into a server it will basically give you administrative rights. You can then 

see all the folders and files. It's also very easy  for the hacker to create a new administrative account that he can re -use 

in the future.  

Password Crackers - These programs try random passwords at lightening speeds. They are usually very successful. 

Key Loggers - Hackers frequently install these on computers, especially public PCs. The programs actually record every 

stroke that you make. Hence, when you  type in  a username and password, it has been captured.  

Port Knocking - This is a method of externally opening ports on a firewall by mimicking the process you normally use to 

add a port to your firewall.  

Wireshark - This popular program captures and analyzes the data on a network. It's used by hackers to find information 

they want and it's also used by network administrators to manage networks.  

Aircrack - This program is used to crack wireless WEP and WPA passwords. 

Metasploit Framework - This is a tool that can be used by hackers to search the Internet for sites that have dubious 

code. These are the sites that are the easiest to  hack - especially when this program does the searching for you.  

Networks identifying the types of data and the internal addresses of thi s data. It's a valuable tool for administrators, 

but can save a great deal of time for a hacker.  

NMAP - This is a port scanner. Since a hacker knows that he needs to use a port to access your computer or network, he 

can use this program to see which ports you have open. 

NetStumbler - This program finds any wireless networks that are in range. Wardrivers drive through residential 

neighborhoods using NetStumbler to search for available wireless networks.  

Kismet - This program takes NetStumbler one step farthe r. It searches for wireless networks that are not broadcasting 

their SSID. 

NSLookup - If you type a domain name into this program, it will give you the company's IP address . 

Traceroute - This is a very valuable troubleshooting tool for technicians. It will  trace a packet on its route through the 

Internet. It shows every IP address it visits along the way.  

Snort - This is an open-source intrusion detection system. It shows traffic analysis and packet logging on networks.  

TCPdump - This is the most widely use d network sniffer/analyzer for UNIX networks.  

Net Cat - This has been called the Swiss army program for hackers. It performs many sniffing and cracking tasks.  

This was really just some of the basics. But, if we know why security is so important, we may rem ember to take the 

right precautions. Hope your web surfing stays secure.  

Hewie's Views and Reviews  

Attribution:  By Hewie Poplock, Windows SIG Chair, Vice Pres, Past President, The Central Florida Computer Society 

(CFCS, www.cfcs.org ), hewie@ymail.com.  This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for 

publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

Welcome to this issue of Hewie's Views & Reviews. Be sure to visit Hewie's Favorites at http://www.hewie.net/ .  

++++ My iPhone choice 

++++ When a Special isnõt and really is or My Homer Simpson Moment 

http://www.cfcs.org/
mailto:hewie@ymail.com
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++++ New additions to Hewie's Favorites  

September, 2008 

++++ My iPhone choice 

Recently the new iPhone 3G was released.  Since I have one of the original units, I watched with anticipation for news 

about the new units and services.  With the release, the faster web speeds was enticing, but spending mo re for the 

same service just didnõt pass the justification test. 

I have decided to keep using my iPhone 2G. (I donõt know if that is an accurate description.) There are several reasons 

for my decision.  With the new phones, came an updated operating system , which is a free upgrade for my unit.  Even 

though there were some Apple system-wide down times, I was able to upgrade my unit from version 1.1.4 to 2.0.0 on 

the release day. I did get some errors and had to try a second time, but it upgraded successfully .  

With the upgrade, I have much of the same functionality of the new 3G phones. I can download and install any of the 

third party programs that are now available.  The new 3G is not needed to use them.  I will discuss some of those 

programs in a future col umn. 

I donõt have the increased connection speed of the 3G network, but much of Florida is not covered anyway.  The I-4 

corridor from Daytona to Tampa has 3G coverage, but if I get a few miles off of the Interstate, I will not be able to 

take advantage of the new speed.  

The older unit cannot do GPS, but does access Google maps and I have a separate GPS unit, anyway. Other than it 

being newer, the iPhone 3G holds no advantages for me to pay an extra $10 for the same service. If I want to keep the 

200 per month text messages there is an additional $5, plus the $199 or $299 for the phone. I will keep using my 

original iPhone.  

++++ When a Special isnõt and really is or My Homer Simpson Moment 

Last month I talked about the 2 Logitech USB optical mice that I bough t from 1saleaday for about $5 each plus $5 each 

for shipping.  One of the mice worked great and the other was DOA (dead on arrival). When I e -mailed the seller, they 

offered to credit my account if I returned the bad one.  Thatõs nice of them, except the shipping would equal the 

refund, so I kept the useless unit.  

At a tech meeting that I attended (The Tech SIG of CFCS), I talked about the situation and mentioned that the good 

mouse didnõt have a battery and wondered how it worked.  Everyone said that it must have a battery.  I searched 

Google for the model to see if I could find a manual.  The mice were shipped in plastic zip -locked bags with no 

documentation or product information.  

I not only couldnõt find any info, but found that the model was a Canadian unit, and not available in the US. When the 

good mouse died, I decided to open one of them.  I pushed and pulled all of the buttons and cracks and a cover came 

off.  Inside, there was a battery.  I replaced the battery and the mouse again was working.  

I t hen retrieved the other mouse from the throw -away box and opened it up.  There was no battery inside and inserted 

the one AA needed.  When I connected it to my laptop, the DOA mouse worked! òDuhó was my reaction.   

I want to publicly apologize to 1saleaday .com ( http://www.1saleaday.com ). They were generous in offering me a 

refund and I was being a Homer Simpson by not realizing there should be a battery inside and to check it. I guess thatõs 

why tech support always asks if the computer is plugged in befor e trying to solve a problem.  

++++ New additions to Hewie's Favorites 

There are more new sites this issue, because we skipped a month.  
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USA.gov (http://www.usa.gov/ ) - U.S. Government's Official Web Portal for all governm ent transactions, services, and 

information. It provides direct online access to federal, state, local, and tribal governments.  

HP Smart Web Printing (http://h20247.www2.hp.com/hho/ cache/482779-0-0-225-121.html ) - Software to print usable 

web pages without cut off edges and blank pages  

by-expression (http://by -expression.com/content/resources.aspx ) - Expression Web forum and tutorials  

Spam Return (http://www.spamreturn.com/ ) - Protect your privacy and avoid spam. Use Spam Return where no 

registration is required No Sign -up 

Elance (http://www.elance.com/p/landing/buyer.html ) - Outsourcing to freelance programmers, web & logo 

designers, copywriters, illustrators and consultants  

timeanddate.com  (http://timeanddate.com/ ) - Info that is time and date related, such as yearly and monthly 

calendars,countdown counters and world clock which shows current time in cities all over the world.  

jooce.com  (http://www.jooce.com/# ) - Private online desktop with pu blic sharing capabilities. View listen or share 

files photos music & video  

zamzar (http://www.zamzar.com/ ) - Convert files. Zamzar supports conversion between a wide variety of different 

file formats  

Wordle (http://wordle.net/ ) - Generate òword cloudsó from text that you provide to use however you like.  

PlanningWiz Online Room Planner (http://v3.planningwiz.com/ ) - Software for Furniture Ret ailers and Manufacturers, 

Building Contractors, Realtors and more  

bobble yourself  (http://www.xmbaseball.com/ ) Create a bobble head of you  

Volition®  (http://www.vo lition.com/index.html ) - Oldest Free Stuff site on the Internet. Includes Coupons & mystery 

shopping info 

Password Chart (http://www.passwordchart.com/ ) ð Convert an easy to remember password. It works anywher e on any 

computer or offline & done in your browser  

JOLT - Journal of Online Learning and Teaching (http://jolt.merlot.org/index.html ) - JOLT is a peer reviewed online 

journal that addresses the scholarly u se of multimedia resources in education.  

Audiko (http://audiko.net/ ) - audiko is a simple service which helps you to make a ringtone of your favorite song  

JotForm (http://jotform.com/ ) - Web Based WYSIWYG Form Builder. Create and publish web forms using your browser 

Mygazines (http://www.mygazines.com/ ) - Free to browse, share, archive and customize unlimited magazine articles 

uploaded by the Mygazines community.  

Florida Computer Crime Center  (http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/Fc3/index.html ) - Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement Computer Crime Center  

Picnik (http://www.picnik.com/ ) - Edit photos the easy way - online in your browser  

Starting in Second Life (http://www.thinkerer.org/SLintChan/SLintroch.htm ) - What you need to know to get sta rted in 

Second Life.  Lots of good help.  

Buzzillions (http://www.buzzillions.com/ ) - Product reviews from Verified Buyers about Digital Cameras, Sporting 

Goods, Appliances, Mens and Womens Shoes, Toys and Video Games, and more. 

http://www.usa.gov/
http://h20247.www2.hp.com/hho/cache/482779-0-0-225-121.html
http://by-expression.com/content/resources.aspx
http://www.spamreturn.com/
http://www.elance.com/p/landing/buyer.html
http://timeanddate.com/
http://www.jooce.com/
http://www.zamzar.com/
http://wordle.net/
http://v3.planningwiz.com/
http://www.xmbaseball.com/
http://www.volition.com/index.html
http://www.passwordchart.com/
http://jolt.merlot.org/index.html
http://audiko.net/
http://jotform.com/
http://www.mygazines.com/
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/Fc3/index.html
http://www.picnik.com/
http://www.thinkerer.org/SLintChan/SLintroch.htm
http://www.buzzillions.com/
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ZabaSearch (http://www.zabasearch.com/ ) - Free People Search and Public Information Search Engine - Telephone 

Numbers and Addresses Revealed Free. No Registration Required. Instant Results 

YouMail (http://www.youmail.com/home/index.do ) - YouMail is a free online voicemail replacement with personal 

greetings. 

Media Show 4 by Cyberlink  (Product Review)  

Attribution:  B y Terry Oden, President, Macon Computer User Group, Georgia (www.mcug.org ), terryo @brmemc.net . 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

There may be hundreds of ways to gather, store, view, edit and  show off your pictures and  videos. This is one of the 

best and easiest I have found so far.  Your own operating system will  do a fairly good job of getting  your pictures and 

videos into your computer for you.  On the net you also have programs that are free l ike Picassa, Flickr and You Tube 

which all do a very  good job of storing and displaying your own work to  family and friends.   

One of the things that I liked best about Media  Show was ease of operation. There are only 5 buttons to control the 

whole program. Below youõll find a screen shot of the  second screen youõll see select the Pictures button.  

Starting with the #  1 button,  or the  Home button  here you can see all of your  different folders and how many pictures 

or videos you have in each folder.  

For the # 2 button you  have Create. Here you can do things like 

make your own Screen Saver, compose a movie or DVD. You 

can print your own pictures or order prints on line.  

Next you have the # 3 button or the Share button. Here you 

can share your pictures with friends and  family or up -load 

them to Flickr. Also, you could upload  them to U -tube with a 

single click of your  mouse, if desired.  

The next button # 4 is the View  button, here you can adjust 

the size of your thumbnails  or add any captions to your 

pictures. You can also change the color of the skin of the program  (appearance).  

The last button or # 5 is the Folder  Tools button. Here you edit, sort, locate, delete or  hide some pictures if you like.  

This Media Show 4 is one of the top programs when it comes to ease of operation, not to mention what the finished 

product will look like. To create a movie or slideshow wi th sound and motion, fading or cell you only have to make 

about three clicks of the  mouse. First you have to decide if you want background music or not, next select what format 

you want to use, and where to save your work in your computer. Yes, you do have  to tell it what pictures or videos to 

use! At last, all you do is click the Burn button and thatõs it. Zap youõre done! 

Yes, you do have to tell it what pictures or videos to use! At  last, all you do is click the Burn button and thatõs it. Zap 

youõre done! 

To create a DVD itõs very easy. First decide a name for your DVD. Then pick out a menu style for your  DVD. Now comes 

the hard part. You must decide  which videos you want to use and if you want any still  pictures in it or not. Yes, once 

again you have to tell the  program which videos or pictures you want to use.  

Next. click on the preview button to see what your  work looks like. If you like it, click on the burn button  and youõre 

done. 

http://www.zabasearch.com/
http://www.youmail.com/home/index.do
http://www.mcug.org/
mailto:terryo@brmemc.net
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System Requirements - Operating System- Windows Vista / XP (with  Direct X 9 or above); Screen Resolution- 800 x 600; 

Printers- All; CPU- Intel Pentium D 3.0 GHz, AMD Athlon 64 3500+ or above; Sound Card- PCI sound card or on-board 

audio; Memory- 512 MB RAM minimum, 1GB recommended; Hard Disk Space- 1 GB required, 20 GB recommended for 

DVD production; Graphics Card- Intel 945GM or above-64 MBVRAM or above; Optical Drive - A DVD burner (DVD+R/RW or 

DVD-R/RW) is required to burn content onto DVDõs; Import Devices- Cameras via removable disk interface -Cameras 

support Windows Portable devices interface -Camcorder DV devices via IEEE 1394 (Firewire); Internet Connection - An 

Internet connection is  required for some upload/download features.  

As for the overall way the program works, Iõve not found a program t his large at this cost that operates so  easily and 

simply. I have found no shortcomings with  this program yet. This is the best program for the  money that can be found, 

under $50.00. 

Outlook & Xobni, a Good Match  

Attribution:  B y Vinny La Bash, Member of the Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida  (www.spcug.org), 

vlabash@comcast.net . This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by 

APCUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

Xobni is Inbox spelled backwards, but there i s nothing backward about this free plug -in module from www.xobni.com. 

The more email you receive, the more you will like and appreciate Xobni. The program works as a data mining machine 

for your stored emails. Without Xobni, the best you can do with Outloo k is to organize your email by folders, messages, 

and dates. With Xobni, you can organize your email by people, email histories, and personal, social or business 

relationships.  

You need Outlook 2003 or 2007 to use Xobni. Either XP or Vista will work fine  with the program. The folks at Xobni are 

also working on versions for other email programs such as Gmail and Yahoo Mail. How long this will take is unknown. 

Downloading and installation is quick, easy, and seamless. The program requires some time to synch ronize itself with 

outlook. The amount of time will be determined by the size of the email data base you have accumulated. I had 

slightly over two thousand emails in eighteen different folders, and that took about ten minutes.  

If you keep a lot of inform ation on your contacts, itõs difficult to extract that information in a way that can be useful 

with Outlook. All that changes once Xobni is installed. Changes begin with an attractive panel that sits on the right side 

of your Outlook screen and doesnõt infringe or interfere with any of Outlookõs standard functions. The panel interface 

slides open when you need it, and discretely closes when you donõt.  

You get two options within this panel. The first brings up a blank email which is nice. For you organizat ional types, the 

second option lets you send meeting requests. A real time saver is the simultaneous display of open time slots that 

Xobni drags from your Outlook calendar.  

Your contact profiles display at the top of the Xobni panel with pictures if one is in the profile. Thatõs followed by the 

phone number and a thread of any conversations youõve had along with files youõve exchanged. Specifics topics are 

quickly found with Xobniõs search tool, and there is a handy slider that exposes or hides lines of email text. While it 

appears you could be getting bogged down in details, the material is organized so that navigating through the 

information is an easy, pleasant journey filled with discovery.  

Skypeõs VoIP service integrates with PC, Xobni quite well. A mouse click on a phone number within a Xobni profile 

generates a SkypeOut call.  

You can use Xobni for simple searches within Outlook, and Xobni searching is lightning fast in comparison. Thatõs 

probably because itõs integrated within Outlook rather than running on top of it like most third party applications. 

Xobni gives you more than express searching. It organizes social information logically with additional functions that 

Outlook simply canõt match. How often have you given up searching with Outlook because the program lacks even the 

simplest logic for intelligent searching?  

http://www.spcug.org/
mailto:vlabash@comcast.net
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Instead of treating mail conversations, contacts and calendars as separate entities, Xobni weaves them together in a 

responsive, intuitive interface. Itõs hard to go wrong with this tool. Go to www.Xobni.com  and get started.  

Shrinking Computing : Intel Plays In All the Fields ButéSize Matters! 

Attribution:  By Andy Marken, President, Marken Communications (www.marken.com ), andy@marken.com. This article 

has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all other uses 

require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

Bright Idea ð Just so no one missed the fact that Intelõs Craig 

Barrett was ta lking about another bright idea that the 

companyõs engineering teams had developed the events folks 

put him in front of a light bulb. It didnõt work because we could 

barely see the itty -bitty device he held in his hand at the 

opening of IDF this year. Source -- Intel  

òWell, that's right, Professor Frederickson, and that all matter 

is made up of not only density but of empty space, and if we 

can proportionally reduce the amount of empty space in any 

given object, we can, thereby, shrink the object.ó ð Wayne 

Szalinski (Rick Moranis), Honey I Shrunk the Kids (1989) 

We always enjoy the Intel Developers Forum (IDF) because 98 percent of the time the demos work.  

When they donõt work, youõre pretty sure no one will get sent to the Bering Seas to work on The Deadliest Catch series. 

No sweat this year! Craig Barrett, Intelõs chairman, wanted everyone to know that the company was just flush with 

fresh ideas (see photo) so he waved around and talked about an itty -bitty something you couldnõt really see.  

Heck could have been one of his new fishing lureséwhoõd know?  

Of course Paul Otellini, Intel Prez, had to show off their huge silicon platters with a gazillion chips on it.  

To hear him talk youõd think that everything we use everyday would be useless without his chips. Look aroundéhe may 

be right.  

 

Figure 1 - Laden With Technology ð Life would 

really be great if you only had to have one 

work/communications/entertainment device as 

all of the manufacturers would have you believe. 

Problem is people seem to want different things 

for different activities. So our collection 

continues to growéand grow. Source -- Forrester 

For him it was all about performance, raw 

speed.  

http://www.xobni.com/
http://www.marken.com/
mailto:andy@marken.com
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Figure 2 - Speed Trials ð With every speed and performance 

advance, consumers raise their expectations for speed and 

performance. It never seems to be powerful enough or fast 

enough. Good thing because that only fires the demand for newer 

and better devices for work and play. Source ð Intel  

Obviously if you need an excuse to upgrade your devices every six 

months it is all about speed, performance!  

Glad the wife wasnõt there. She would have been so ticked about 

her new, barely used, now outdated Dell notebook.  

 

 

 

Notebooks Still Cool 

Whatõs not to like about a good notebook computer? 

You can do everything with the sucker!  

 

 

 

Figure 3 - Content Buckets ð People like todayõs notebook computers because 

they are relatively light and deliver versatile storage and playback ð photos, 

videos, music and even work. They also aid  people in staying connected 

around the globe. Source ð NY Times 

Photosémusicévideoésearchéworkéstudyéstay in touch. 

 

Itõs no wonder notebook sales have equaled and surpassed desktop sales. The numbers just keep growing.  

 

 

 

Figure 4 - Growth Path ð Notebook computer sales 

show steady potential as they become lighter, more 

powerful and more reliable. Users can stay in touch, 

enjoy hours of music/video entertainment and carry 

filing cabinets of work with them in a unit that 

usually weighs less than five pounds. Notebook sales 

today surpass desktop sales. Source ð IDC 
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Theyõre so popular, so versatile that we have two categorieséthose you work with and those you slip into an envelope. 

Whereõs the machismo with the light systems from Apple, Lenovo and others? Used to be a badge of honor to have you 

knuckles drag on the floor from carrying your luggable computer. Sheess now first graders stuff the units in their 

backpacks and take them to school.  The power systems are òprettyó lightéok pretty! The envelope systems are 

downright ridiculous.  People keep trying to make them lighter but there is only so much you can doé Add all the parts 

together and youõve got a weight òproblemó.  

 

Figure 5 - Fixed Numbers ð While component and system 

engineers work creatively  to drive cost and weight out of 

computers while increasing performance and capabilities, 

the laws of diminishing returns also comes into play. As 

you add features and applications they add to the weight 

of the system. The laws of physics still apply. Sour ce -- 

Intel  

Since they canõt change the laws of physics they figured 

theyõd simply make you change the way you think about 

and use computers. 

One of the first out of the chute (right after OLPC) was Asus with their eee ð dumb name, pretty good idea.  

Figure 6 - Cloud Computing ð If you want to drive a lot of 

weight, power consumption and cost out of your portable 

computer look closely at the new netbooks. The systems 

are light, decently powered, have good data life, 

respectable battery life, some sto rage capacity. Itõs all 

good if you can connect to the Internet. Source -- Asus 

Oh sure it was light weight, used socialist (Linux) -based 

operating system, (small) solid state drive and was 

relatively cheap.  Barrett convinced them of the errors of 

their  ways though and brought Asus out into a 

Windows/hard drive world. True, that raised the price a 

little.  

But folks come on??? Weõre talking Windows! Weõre talking 

HDs !! As Wayne Szalinski saidéòI think that went well.ó 

Teens and Tweens like the idea of  a netbook and operating in the cloud. But thenéthey didnõt know life BI (Before 

Internet). Netbook prophets say itõs going to be a huge market WW. So big that every manufacturer on the planet is 

bringing out their small, cheap netbookéand cheaperéand cheaper andéOtellini loves itémore chip sales! 

Asus wants to keep ahead of the game so they have started offering their flavor of storage in the cloud.  Then they 

added fashion systems that smell (ok they call them fragrances but reallyé). At the really low en d of the shrink -your-

tools spectrum lots of us learned to tolerate the Blackberry.  Not a half bad phoneégood for emailélousy for typing. 

Everyone mimicked them, largely to no success.  

Thanks Steve 

Then Jobs had to come along and muck up the waters.  Ok so the phone part of his iPhone sucked but sheességotta 

admit it is cute.  
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Figure 7 - Neighborhood Watch ð Steve announced his new 

approach to phones and the world hasnõt turned back. 

The clean, crisp design and ability to do everything (ok 

not a great phone call buté) with a single device got 

engineers around the globe rushing back to their labs to 

reverse engineer their version. Source -- Apple 

You now surf the webéwatch your videosélook at your 

photoséplay your iTuneséemailéshaveécook eggséall the 

really important stuff!  And people quickly glommed onto 

the new mobile activities.  

 

Figure 8 - Smart Sweep ð If youõre a teen or tween the idea of using a 

smartphone as your all encompassing communications/entertainment 

device is a logical next move. T he better units let you call, text, im, take 

photos, listen to music, shoot videos, email, clean your fingernails (ok 

maybe not right now but é). Service providers like the new everything 

devices because it means more data service program sales. Source -- IDC 

It no surprise that a recent Simmons New Media study found that there 

are more mobile phones in use than cars (800M) or computers (1.2B).  

But what theyõre doing shows people need to be constantly connected: 

59% text messaging 

49% taking photos 

20% emailing 

19% accessing the Internet 

13% taking videos 

6% banking 

5% accessing GPS positions 

2% shopping 

If you listen to Jobs, the mobile everything sellers and the Kool -Aid drinking forecasters youõre probably asking the 

same question Professor Frederickson askedé òMr. Szalinski, are you trying to tell me that suddenly size is no longer 

relative?ó 

Oh theyõre good, theyõre fun, theyõre useful. The pocket-sized, thumb -dislocating multimedia devices show plenty of 

growth potential.  

Mobile Growth 

In fact,  the entire mobile device market continues to show promise. But profit margins are grim éexcept for Steve 
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Figure 9 - World Divided ð Mobile device manufacturers 

have a phone for every segment of the market. Highly 

industrialized countries are ready mar kets for 

iPhones/smartphones. People in developing countries 

will want feature phones. Users in third -world 

countries want food, work, an occasional phone call. 

Source -- iSuppli 

The iPhone and òenhancedó versions will do well in 

todayõs mature markets (Canada, US, Korea, Japan, 

Australia, most of the EU). Money may be tight but 

folks justify the coolness factor.  Emerging countries 

(Brazil, Mexico, India, China, Russia, etc.)?  

Somewhat.  

The ROW?  

 

Theyõd be happy to make a call, let alone worry about emailing or online banking!  

Barrett and Otellini arenõt concerned about one device (design win) replacing another. Petaluma (CA) is not going to 

replace their World Armwrestling Contest for thumb wrestling.  

Our kids schlep their notebooks with them. They have their iPhone look -alikes. They have their iPods. Son has his 

netbook and PSP. Daughter has her camera. Weõve got their battery chargers! Pile ôem On 

People donõt suddenly discard one communications/entertainment device for another. They add to t heir arsenal of 

work/play toys.  

Sure it would be cool if you could shrink and unshrink them in the blink of an eye because then as Wayne emphasized, 

òAnd given that my machine can substantially reduce the size of bulky payloads.ó 

That isnõt possibleéyet. So we buy pants with bigger pocketsébigger purseséstronger backpacks. 

Weõre certain that Otelliniõs team (in some deep, dark lab) is working on a computer on a chip that can be implanted 

because letõs face it, thatõs a six billion market that overshadows PCs and phones! 

Figure 10 - My New Phone ð With the industryõs growing 

ability to shrink circuitry and technology it may not be long 

before your cellphone and perhaps even your everything 

phone can be so small youõll have to use a magnifying glass 

to w atch your shows, make your calls. Of course kids (little 

kids) will learn how to adapt while adults struggle. Source ð 

Walt Disney Pictures 

Of course if its Windows based youõll probably crash 

periodically or need to reboot. Remember those problems 

never happen with Macs or Linux systems. And of course no 

one sends those folks viruses or Trojan horses or hacks 

ôem! 

Just rememberédrinking Kool-Aid and driving donõt mix!!!! 
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The New,  The Best, and The Worst : September 2008 

Attribution: B y Pim Borman, Webmaster, SW Indiana PC Users Group (http://swipcug.apcug.org ), swipcug@gmail.com. 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

Could Cuil Cool Google? 

Let me digress.I suspect that most of my readers, like myself, have reached that stage in life when our wisdom exceeds 

our wits. To make sense of our surroundings we must keep our glasses clean and a fresh battery in our hearing aid.  

Recently my son, Mike, and I were watching a DVD from his vast collection (Batman Begins, in case you're wondering). 

Mike turns on the subtitles for me, so it wasn't until we took a break for some light refreshments that I noti ced that my 

hearing aid battery had died. As I proceeded to insert a fresh battery, Mike marveled at the tiny disk that successfully 

powers a small in-ear hearing aid for several weeks. I told him that they are unlike watch batteries and that they are 

air-powered to the best of my recollection. Before the first use, they are activated by removing a small foil tab to 

admit air. Mike appeared to question my wisdom, if not my wits.  

Just to be sure of the facts, back home I fired up Google and searched for "zi nc air battery."  That yielded 433,000 

results, confirming that my recollection of the technology was correct. One of the results made me sit up and take 

notice:  

Zinc Air Batteries.  

With the removal of a sealing tab, oxygen from the air is introduced into  the cell. A zinc -air battery usually reaches 

full operating voltage within 5 ...  

I often have trouble getting a new battery to work right away and have been scratching the electrodes with a pen knife 

to assure good electrical contact. The incomplete ref erence snippet teasingly suggested that the battery simply 

needed 5 somethings (minutes maybe?) to activate. Maybe  the scratching had nothing to do with it? I tried to retrieve 

the full article, but the link was dead and the cache was empty. None of the o ther Google retrievals mentioned 

anything about activation time.  

I recently read about a new search program, called Cuil (pronounced "cool"), meaning "wisdom" in Gaelic. Reportedly it 

improves on Google by scanning articles for organization of ideas, ins tead of number of links. It was mostly created by 

former Google employees and can be accessed at www.cuil.com.  

Early reviews of Cuil have been mixed, so I thought this was a good time to give it a try.  

As a result of my query about "zinc air battery," C uil produced exactly 8 results, including 5 virtually identical ones 

from a single vendor site, www.batteriesplus.com/. Not very helpful. So much for Cuil, as it stands now.  

The same query on Yahoo yielded 4,270,000 results, with the first page mostly fr om hearing aid battery sellers that 

probably paid to be listed first. The teasing reference found earlier with Google was listed by Yahoo at the bottom of 

the page, but it also ended in 5... (what?).  

I went back to Google and narrowed the search to "zinc air battery activation." That yielded the mysterious reference 

right on top, adding that the activation time was 5 seconds.  Well, it takes longer than 5 seconds to insert the battery 

and check the hear ing aid by holding it in the closed fist and listening for its feedback squeal.  

With a magnifying glass I detected 3 tiny air holes under the tab in the positive top of the battery. Certainly, it would 

take some time for sufficient air to diffuse through  those little holes to activate the battery. I ran a quick experiment, 

checking how fast the voltage builds up in the hearing aid battery after removing the seal tab, and found that it took 

about 1 1/2 minutes. With the battery under load in a hearing aid it may well take a little longer than that.  

http://swipcug.apcug.org/
mailto:swipcug@gmail.com
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Next time my hearing aid needs a new battery I may only need to wait a few minutes for it to get up to speed.  

Meanwhile I'll stick with Google for my searches until Cuil has added more wits to its wisdom.  

Zinc-Air Batteries  (side bar)  

Zinc-Air batteries, as used in hearing aids, are great performers in comparison to other types of batteries. On an equal 

weight basis they carry 4 -5 times as much charge as lead-acid, nickel -cadmium and nickel -hydride batteries,  and 30% 

more than lithium ion batteries. They maintain a constant power output over better than 85% of the time to full 

discharge. Because of inexpensive ingredients: zinc, aqueous caustic, carbon and some plastic membranes, encased in 

a metal container, they are inexpensive to manufacture. The batteries are non -toxic and pose no danger to the 

environment on disposal. They are not a fire hazard, like lithium batteries.  

They have two major shortcomings: a limited life time when air is admitted, and they a re not rechargeable.  

Zinc-Air batteries are fuel cells that consume zinc. In comparison to the much -ballyhooed hydrogen fuel cells, zinc is 

inexpensive, easily transported and stored, non -hazardous, and the spent fuel, zinc oxide, is easily regenerated 

electrically from renewable sources.  

Large-scale experiments have demonstrated that the batteries can power city buses for a full day's use, using 

recyclable zinc -electrolyte cartridges for fuel. The US Army is a large -scale user of Zinc-Air batteries in battlefield 

operations. They provide 4 to 6 times the run time of conventional batteries,  and are used with portable equipment, in 

locations where reliable electrical power is not available.  

Desktop Publishing With Scribus  

Now that the format of this new sletter is no longer restrained to eight Xeroxed pages for mailing, I will add some color 

and variety to the layout. That requires switching from the OpenOffice Writer word processor I have been using to a 

desktop publishing program, preferably inexpensive  and easy to use.  

I considered my old copy of MS PictureIt! Publisher, but that uses a proprietary file format not easily converted to pdf.  

I found an offer of a free desktop publishing program online, PagesPlus, list price $129.99, with a special down load 

offer for only $10. Inexpensive enough to be worth a try. I paid my dues, downloaded and installed the program. The 

interface was not very intuitive, so I started with chapter 1 of the tutorial. That pointed me in the right direction and I 

eagerly went on to chapter 2. Surprise! The rest of the tutorial required downloading or ordering a CD at a cost of 

$99.99! I quickly lost interest.  

I am much in support of OpenSource (free) programs, many of which are quite sophisticated, such as OpenOffice Writer 

and The Gimp. At one time I had looked at Scribus, an Open Source, full -featured desktop publishing program, 

available in versions for Linux, the MAC and Windows. At the time I was scared away by its extensive set of icons and 

cascading menus since I could not find a helpful manual.  

I decided to give Scribus another try and went looking for online help.  Happily I found an excellent tutorial at 

http://wiki.scribus.net/index.php/Get_Started_with_Scribus  . I am still learning as I am writing this, but if the 

newsletter looks different when you read this you'll know that I learned at least the basics of Scribus and desktop 

publishing. As usual, it all seems so simple when you follow the tutorial, but when you are on your own the feared 

unintended consequences rear up. Fortunately there is a lot of helpful information to fall back on in the 

aforementioned reference, so I'm getting there.  

Of course, the desktop publishing program is only a tool, and it will require new skills to design attractive layouts. 

Suggestions are more than welcome! 
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TV Converter Box Notes  

Attribution:  B y Mike Morris, a member of the  Front Range PC Users Group, Colorado (www.frpcug.org ), 

twriterext @gmail.com. This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by 

APCUG member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above). 

Regarding video (and audio) hardware, I have to admit to being a n Old Analog Guy (the acronym = OAG and is 

pronounced òogreó). I have 2 old analog TVõs.  I donõt intend to buy a new HDTV until they both quit working. I donõt 

intend to sign up for satellite or cable TV. I donõt, actually, watch very much TV (or movies), and I am not interested in 

computer games. For the òDigital TV Transitionó coming in February 2009, a TV converter box is the solution for me; 

especially now that I have my two  $40 coupons. 

The question is, which converter to buy?  

There are 52 DTV converter box models from 33 manufacturers listed on the enclosure that came with my converter 

box coupons (and many more listed on the website provided at the end of this article). Not all converters are equal. It 

is still òBuyer Beware,ó so you need to decide what features and specs you want (and/or donõt want), and then check 

the specs of each unit carefully.  

Perhaps there are a few others like me, who are considering buying a converter box. For my fellow OAGõs (male or 

female), I have collected links to inf ormation on 6 of the converters that I will share with you.  

Do check prices, with reputable online sellers and with your local big box or electronics store (local or national). Prices 

vary widely.  I have picked some prices in order to provide an approxim ation of the òMSRP (Manufacturerõs Suggested 

Retail Price)ó. 

Channel Master CM-7000 

A recent price: $79.99 (less $40 coupon)  

Exact phrase Google search:  3860 hits 

A few of those pages were investigated. One with information and specifications is Chann el Master 1. 

Channel Master is part of Andrew Corporation (known for its antennas, among other things), which is now part of 

CommScope. The CommScope HQ are in North Carolina.  For more information on these companies and their products, 

connect to CommScope. 

Check out the discussion of this unit on AV Science Forum: 

 This is part of a message posted in March of 2008: 

 òThe specifications on page 2 of the information sheet: 

  Demodulator input for 1080i, 720p, 480i, and 480.  

  Video output is 480i ONLY. 

 480i is Standard Definition DTV only. The CM-7000õs claim to òGet Free HDTV  

 Without Monthly Feesó is inaccurate.ó 

http://www.frpcug.org/
mailto:twriterext@gmail.com
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Echostar TR-40 

A recent price: Unofficially, $40, which means, effectively, free with the coupon.  

Exact phrase Google search: 10,100 hits 

Lots of information on this unit on the AfterDawn website. This website also provides comparisons to other similar 

units.  

Digital Stream D2A1D110/20 

A recent price: $69.99 (less $40 coupon)  

Exact phrase Google search:  2 hits, plus 2 ads. None of the links from the Google search provided information on the 

model number listed above.   

There are four  other Digital Stream model numbers listed in coupon enclosure, one of which is described at Solid 

Signal.com. 

GE 22729 

A recent price: $79.99 (less $4 0 coupon) 

Exact phrase Google search: 39,200 hits 

For (limited) specs connect to this After Dawn web page.  

Insignia NS-DXA1 

A recent price: $59.99 (less $40 coupon)  

Exact phrase Google search: 44,700 hits 

Check out the information on the World -Wide TV-FM DX Association website. 

There is also a detailed CNET review. 

From the spec sheet:  ò(This unit)...displays digital TV at standard-definition (480i) screen resolution.ó   

Magnavox TB-100MG9 

A recent pri ce: $79.99 (less $40.00 coupon) 

Exact phrase Google search: 999 hits 

You will find some information on this unit at Solid Signal.com. There is also a discussion of this product on the AV 

Science Forum. 

RCA DTA 800A 

A recent price: $49.99 (?) (less $40.00 coupon) 

Exact phrase Google search: 412 hits 

There are two versions of this product: the 800A and the 800B. The difference is the tuner manufacturer. For more 

information on this, connect to the AV Science Forum and scroll down to posting #39.  
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Remember this acronym, courtesy of the late Robert Heinlein (Science Fiction author):  TANSTAAFL. That translates to 

òThere Ainõt No Such Thing As A Free Lunch.ó If you have decided to stay with your old analog TV, and you do not plan 

to sign up for satell ite or cable TV, then you must do your homework in order to find the right product before spending 

your hard-earned money on a converter box.  

Remember also that the word òconverteró has real meaning in this context. The converter box is converting an HDTV 

signal into something an old analog TV can display. That òsomething an old analog TV can displayó is definitely NOT 

HDTV (no matter WHAT the advertisements say). 

You will likely find one other obvious difference between using your old analog TV to receiv e analog broadcasts, and 

using your old analog TV with a converter box. If you tuned (or tried to tune) to a distant station with your old analog 

TV, you would get a terrible picture (lots of noise, etc.). With the converter box, you simply wonõt know a weak station 

is even there. You need a strong signal--the converter boxes have a òthresholdó effect. With a strong signal, everything 

looks good. With a weak signal, you get a black screen. So, when you are setting up your converter box and TV, you 

may want to move your antenna (or Rabbit Ears) around to get the maximum strength signal possible.  

For more information on digital TV, connect to this Wikipedia article.  [No link provided.]  

For more information on the TV Converter Box Coupon Program, connect to:  https://www.dtv2009. gov 

For an up-to-date list of qualifying products, connect to:  https://www.ntiadtv.gov/cecb_list.cfm  
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