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Monthly General Metng

Date: December 20, 2008 [3™ Saturday to avoid conflict with Christmas weekend]
Agenda:
0830-0900 Random Access (general Q& A on IBM-compatible, personal computer hardware and software)
0900-0915 User Group Administration and SIG Announcements
09151015 Featured Presentation
oWindows Home Serveb (Steve Schiffman)
10151030 Break
1030-1110 Featured SIG Presentation
oTips and Tricksd (Windows SIQ
11101155 Capsule SIG Presentations:
Internet and Networking SIGON/ A (presenter covering OFeaturfed
Hardware SIGd0Recent New Hardware: Intel's Core i7 and Associated Infrastructure 6
Digital Content, Scanning & Printing SIGG0 Panor amas 6
1155-noon Raffle

Raffle tickets are FREE- five (5) to each member attendee and one (1) to each adult, non -
member attendee. Please pick them up when you sign in. The monthly raffle prize is a $50 Fry's
Electronics gift card.

Location :

All meetings are held at the Costa Mesa Senior Center 695 West 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Copyright © Orange Coast IBM PC User Group 2008



http://www.cmseniorcenter.org/cmsc_map.htm

Meetings

General Meetings dnext six months:
December 20, 2008 (seecoverpage f or this monthés meeting agenda)
January 24, 2009 6 PC Software Applications for Astronomy (Leonard Stein, OCIPUGQ
February 28, 2009 6 TBD (B-Link)
March 28, 20098 TBD (Microsoft)
April 25, 2009, May 23, 2009

Executive Board Meetings dfollow each General Meeting. OCIPUG members are welcome to attend.

Special Interest Group (SIG) Meetings :
First Tuesday (December 2, 2008) dInternet & Networking SIG
7:00 P.M. 69:00 P.M.

Featured Topic: SOHO router port forwarding. This is a follow up to the Barracuda Server topics discussed in

previous meetings. Barracuda Server, Microsoftds Wi ndows |
to function. We will discuss what ports are and how they are used by these appli cations and what this means to router
configurations.

SIG Leader:Bob Strader (for Steve Sdiffman)
Internet & Networking SIG web sitedc | i ¢ k t h e& Nd tnw cerr kniernt ghé OCIPUGkvebosite

Second Tuesday (December 9, 2008) d Hardware SIG
7:00 P.M. 610:00 P.M.
Featured Topic: "Backing Up Your Data and Your System (including use of RAID technology)"
SIG Leader: Ed Leckliter
Hardware SIGweb sitedc | i ck t he 0 Ha ithd @@RPUSdveblsiien k o n

Third Tuesday (December 16, 2008) d Windows SIG
7:00 P.M. 69:00 P.M.
Featured Topic: Tips and tricks
SIG Leader: Robert Strader
Windows SIG websitedc | i ck t he 0 Wi thadd@CWPHG web site K 0 n

Fourth Tuesday (December 23, 2008) & Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG
7:00 P.M. 69:00 P.M.
Featured Topic: No meeting (Christmas week)
SIG Leader: Robert Walker

Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIGwebsitedc | i ck t he o0Di gi tthel OCIPOGWeR n
site
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Administration (Team Rostey200809)

President

Vice President

Secretary
CFO/Treasurer

Director (2007-09)
Director (2008-10)

Past President/Long Range Planning
README.DOC Editor
Webmaster

Programs Chairperson
SIG Coordinator
Membership Chairperson
APCUG Representative
SCRUGS Representative

Ed Leckliter
Robert Walker
Irwin Haydock
Jack Vincent
Leonard Stein
Eugenia Frerichs
Vacant

Ed Leckliter
Ed Leckliter
Ed Leckliter
Robert Strader

OPEN (=Opportunity!)

Robert Walker
Robert Walker

president.bod@ocipug.org

vicepres.bod@ocipug.org

secretary.bod@ocipug.org

treasurer.bod@ocipug.org

directorl.bod@ocipug.org

director2.bod@ocipug.org

pastpres.bod@ocipu.org

editor@ocipug.org

webmaster@ocipug.org

programs@ocipug.org

sigcoordinator@ocipug.org

membership@ocipug.org

apcugrep@ocipug.org

scrugsrep@ocipug.org

Membership

Members receive a meeting reminder and the monthly newsletter (README.DOC) via email (the online newsletter
archive is on a three month delay). Member dues help the group pay its bills (liability insurance, APCUG membership
fee, equipment maintenance, web site domain name registration and hosting fees, and raffle prizes). = Memberships run
from September through August and are prorated for those join ing after September. The membership form is available
at (link). The fee schedule follows. Contact the OCIPUG Treasurer for prorated fees.

Individual 81 year $30, 2 years $55, 3 years $75
Family - 1 year $35, 2 years $60, 3 years $85

Full-time student - $20/year (see the membership form for more info)

OCIPUG Web Sites

Main web site - see http://www.ocipug.org/

SIGweb sites dclick the associated SIG-name link on the OCIPUG homepage (http://www.ocipug.org/ )
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Internet & Networking SIG ( Steve Schiffman)

Hardware SIG (SIGLeader: Ed Leckliter)

Windows SIG (SIG Leader: Robert Strader )

Windows VistaTips & T r i by kesnifer L. DeLeo. We demonstrated some of the tips.

SIG Meeting Reports

Meeting Date: November 4, 2008

Attendees: 5

Topic/Focus: In November we looked at how the Internet could assist in supporting your hobbies. Resources to
use include Yahoo Groups discussion forums and theopen source repository Sourceforge. We demonstrated how
Yahoo Groupsdiscussion forums on model railroading | ed SG leader Steve to Sourceforge for some open source
software called JMRI that is used to manage DCCdecoders on model railroads. Utilizing on line resources can

expand your knowledge in many areas of interest. Try it. You just might find a gem out  there that can really
improve your hobby fun.

Meeting Date: November 11, 2008

Att endees: N/ A, Senior Center closed for Veterands Da
Topic/Focus: N/A

See presentation slides (PDF format). N/A

Hardware Submissions(sort of) : N/A

Random Access:N/A

Meeting Date: November 18, 2008
Attendees: 6

Topic/Focus: We looked at an article published in an email news letter from PC Magazine The title was 0198

Digital Content, Scanningk Printing SIG (SIG Leader: Robert Wa)ker

white p hotos, and using layers to retouch and sharpen photos.

Meeting Date: November 25, 2008
Attendees: 5

Topic/Focus: We covered Photoshop Elements resources andtutorials tips - correcting color, making black and
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Articles

Product Review é P | :u oamWare 1.06 AySquared

Attribution: Ed Leckliter, Orange Coast IBM PC User Group (OCIPUG),www.0cipug.org

| recently read an article about ZoomWare and remember thinking at the time that readers were missing the scoop on

the numerous o0freed alternatives. Then a couple of weel
Computer User Groups (AP@G) rep advising of an opportunity to review the product, in the process, getting a copy we
could use for a door prize at one of our gener al meet i ngd

ofreed6 alternatives.

The ZoomWare productwasinst al l ed on a o0test beddé | have for such f
applications (mostly open source), and utilities (typically freeware or open source). Itis an Intel  -based, upper-
midrange setup with components current in 2003. Thelate st dri vers are | oaded. It i s

LCD of the same generation with a default/native resolution of 1600 x 1200. | have a box of hard drives with one
operating system on each. For this review | installed the ZoomWare on my Windows XP/Professional drive (32-bit with
SP3) and my Windows Vista Home Premium drive (32bit with SP1). Both ZoomWare installs were made over clean OS
installs with default settings in re visual features/options. Only Acrobat Reader 9 was installed prior tote  sting dto
open the PDF file on their CD.

Windows XP/Professional Evaluation

Installation 0t ook about 8 minutes start to finish, hal f of
The install dialog box even uses large text in the activearea. | nst all s as a otrial 6. Afte
started by double clicking the pre -loaded desktop icon or by selection through the Start / All Programs menu.

Using the otrial é v edcsudomybesedfor30 minutes at fa tinae (tipea activate/buy or
restart the system). And there were several, very annoying, time -remaining pop-up reminders along the way.

Match to ofeaturesoé6 | ist:

Four Levels of ( full screen ) Magnification dsuffice to say, the max 2X view (which the app lication
opens with) is huge! [Other 3 ™ party products offer MUCH higher multipliers, as does the magnifier in

Wi ndows. Frankl vy, after seeing how | arge 2X is, I c
provide.] Itis quite unclear why the y start with the 2X level, since, if you have a clear area in the center of
your desktop, you start by seeing nothing more than

more sense, to me anyway, to start with no magnification and let you step  up from there. At 2X you have one
quarter of your screen visible. One big positive is their xFont technology which smoothes the fonts beautifully!

Using full screen magnification has its downside dmoving the mouse pointer in the desired direction to
get to that part of the screen. After using Internet browsers, with their integrated scrolling support, using
ZoomWare takes getting use to. Movement is much slower than moving the mouse pointer, so the screen image
has to catch up.

My experience using full screen magnification on the web was even worse. While normal scrolling does
work, response is again slow. And when you move a certain distance you simply stop scrolling and you have to
move the mouse pointer in that direction (up or down) for the screent 0 move up or down as you want. This
problem does not resolve by simply waiting for any catch -up. Frustrating! In fact so frustrating that | suspect
some older users who are adept at quickly moving around the web will seriously hate it.

U N

t h
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Three Magnified Views 80t hreed6 is a misstatement, there are
that are generated by the magnifying glasses). Worse, the two magnifying glasses that are provided are not
available for use on a non-magnified desktop. You have to be at least at the first level of full screen
magnification for the magnifying glasses to work. That noted, this is probably not a big problem for someone
that actually needs this type of tool.

On the positive side, the magnifying glass feature is probably th e best feature in this product. It can be
easily toggled on or off, and when o0ondé the text dis
helpful on the web where you can toggle from no glass to the smaller glass to the larger glass and back down
again very quickly. Compared to the magnifier in Windows these are fixed -si ze oO0spot é magni f
magnified is like what you get when you use a magnifying glass (a magnified X -by-Y area), not a magnified
horizontal bar running the width of the screen.

Color Enhancements 0t he oOreversed6 view is interesting but
off, not very useful. Itis also very bright (to the point of almost overwhelming you). Using one of the
available (background) tints see ms almost trivial dor just interesting. The colors that are offered are all to the
pastel side where darker colors might have been useful.

Pointer Enhancements 60 hi gh contrast colorsé seems a bit of
0hi gho6 c¢ oomfargaextent the cdntrast comes from the black outline around the pointer. That said,
the use of the larger of the two pointers and one of the brighter colors proved very helpful. The pointers work
equally well on the desktop, in applications, and on the web.

Cursor Enhancements -t hi s feature (top and bottom colored
ohelpo text and did not work on the web, the [ atter
address bars, and inside Word Pad and Ndepad. | did not have an Office suite installed so cannot advise
whether it would work there, though | expect it would. Where it did work, it worked fine, providing an easy
way to find the cursor location on the page. [The vendor claims this function wo  rks properly on the web and |
retested it at their request. Using | E6 and |1 E7 it
URL or a search term, as previously noted. Your experience may be different.]

Windows Vista Home Premium Evaluation
Installation dsame as XP except much faster (no need to load .NET Framework dalready in Vista).
Match to o0featuresd |ist:

Four Levels of Magnification &much faster moving around the screen, virtually no lag. However, still
the odiagadrinedntof not havi ng atZodmWaré stad eps Webo pou still renpolt afy e d
scroll effect and have to revert to using the mouse pointer to get  you to the top and bottom of pages.

The other features dditto my XP evaluation.

Documentat ion: There is a 0Quick Start Guided i n ondhreallyneededa n d
based on my brief experience.

System requirements :

e  Operating System

0  Windows Vista (32 bit only)

O  Windows XP (32 bit only) with Service Pack 2 (SP2)
e  Processor Speed

O 1 GHz Pentium® 4 processor or equivalent

O 1.5 GHz for Windows Vista




e Memory Requirements
0  Minimum 512 MB RAM for Windows XP (1 GB recommended)
0  Minimum 1 GB RAM for Windows Vista (2 GB recommended)
e 50 MB free hard disk space

Cost and avail ability : The product sells for $149 (download only) or $175 (download plus shipment). It has been
available from their website ( ZoomWare) since July 2008.

Those o0freedé6 alternatives:

Reduce your scr een resolution (OS independent) dthis is the real easy and effective way to make things
larger. In Win XP, right click an open area on your desktop and select Properties and then the Settings tab. Run the
Screen Resolution slider to select a lower resol ution and click Apply. The biggest problem here is that the fonts may
not look very good if you select a less -than-optimal resolution. The text may be readable but the images and text may
be vertically stretched. Try different resolutions until you find one that works for you. Yes, you may lose some real
estate on either side of the displayarea 6but t he o0zoomdé wi |l be there, for every
(desktop, applications, and the web). Nothing more to save or turn/toggle on/off. T his is something | recommend
trying before doing anything else. [In Vista, right click any open area on your desktop and select Personalize and
Settings. The balance of the process is the same as with XP. Other operating systems have similar screen resolut ion
adjustment features.]

Use the oMagnifier éd addipAPjStad tAll Bragraingy Acdlssories/vscessibility /
Magnifier. | consider this a terrific tool, once you kill the warning message, suppress the selections dialog box to the
task bar, and drag the horizontal bar to a more useable vertical height. Yes, the screen does bounce around a bit, but
youo6ll get use to it. [In Vista, Start [ Al l Programs [ |Ac
operates the same as in XP.] Please try this feature (as described just previously) before you go further.

Adjust Wonhdowsd&ieze® Change Wi ndows 6  applipable, raBmtry esiig theb e If o w
Zoom slider in Office 2007 apps - lower right corner.

Change Wi ndows d 0 aipXFReright elick@areopen area on the desktop / Properties / Appearance
tab. Then:

Colorschemedpr ovi des two | ower intensity settings for
Font size d provides two larger settings.
Effectsdpr ovi des font oO0edge smoothingdéd using ClearJyp
Advanced d go wild adjusting the background colors, fonts, and font sizes and colors of various
Wi ndows86 oO0itemso.

oo op

In Vista - right click an open area on the desktop / Personalize /. Then:

a. Col or s dbeleanwisdéw Color and Appearance. You can adjust colors but only en masse.
[ This is effectively o0color schemesd6 and the col o
b. ClearType is enabled by default.

In Vista, font size - right click an open area on the desktop/Perso nal i ze and sel ect O0Adjlus
the upper |l eft. You can then select 120 DP ldreachingahat c|k
is a very watered down version of the font siaeéfntsoup OfAd:
to 5X.

Change your mouse pointer settings din XP, Start / Control Panel / Printers and Other Hardware / Mouse /

Pointer tab / Scheme section. Tap the down arrowhead to]|se
OWi ndoawsk 81l (t hree sizes), OWindows Inverteddé (an even a |l al
sizes). Also check the oOPointer Optionsdé tab, OVisibilifgqyé

7



http://getzoomware.com/

location. [In Vista you reach Mouse (Properties) using either Start / Control Panel / Hardware and Sound (Mouse sub -
item) or right click an open area on the desktop / select Personalize / Mouse. Ditto the XP description from there.]

Adjust your cursor blink rate  din XP, Start / Control P anel / Printers and Other Hardware / Keyboard / Cursor

blink rate section. You can adjust the rate from ononeg¢

Control Panel / Hardware and Sound / Keyboard. Ditto the XP description from ther e.]
Use a 3" party , freeware application (no comments or evaluations, just OScompatibility info and links):

DesktopZoom (W2K or XP only, freeware)

Magnifixer (W2K through Vista, freeware)

Magnifying Glass(9X through XP, freeware)

NLarge (Vista and XP with .NET Framework, freeware)

bR

| also found several shareware and for-fee products along the way, the latter were generally more
capabl e and much more expens.i ZeomTektMagniffeobeing\wWaang , A
those. Most of the for -fee products are for people who have substantial vision problems, not users

simply trying to avoid eye strain when dealing with native -resolution text on a large LCD, like me.

Final comments:

After doing the two instal Is and evaluations, and the research on Windows XP and Vista features, my feeling is
that many users will do just fine with what is already in Windows. There are some nice features in ZoomWare but then
there is the cost. As earlier, | suggest starting wi th the feature set in Windows. The ZoomWare trail version is also

available for free public download, so you can easily test it for yourself.
This article may be reproduced with attribution to the author and OCIPUG.
IDanger: Music Download!

Attribution: B y Mike Morris, Editor-in-Charge, Front Range PC Users Group, Coloraddhttp://www.frpcug.org ),
twriterext@gmail.com .

Thisarticlehas been obtained from APCUG with the authords per mi
other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above).

"On September 8, 2003, the recording industry sued 261 American music fans for
sharing songs...."

That partial quote is from an Electronic Frontier Foundation article MUSIC DOWNLOAD
(http://www.eff.org/wp/riaa -v-people-years-later) that provides an in -depth
description of RIAA (Recording Industry of America) activities, with many references.
Lawsuits filed by the RIAA over the past five years have resulted in severe financial hardship to individuals that were
targets of RIAA legal action i and some of those defendants claimed that they were not aware that they had violated
the law.

L -

Legal consequences for anyone caught in a violation of copyright infringement laws have now increased.

On October 13th, 2008, a new law, the Prioritizing Resources and Organization for Intellectual Property Act was  signed
that provides new federal enforcement powers and higher penalties for copyright infringement.

For details, see this CNET news story:

http://news.cnet.com/8301 -13578 310064527%38.html .

t
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Briefly, (from the CNET story °fi used with permission from CBS Interactive, Inc., copyright 2008, all rights reserved)
"...the law consolidates federal efforts to combat copyright infringement under a new White House cabinet position,
the intellectual prop erty enforcement coordinator, who will be appointed by the president. ... The law also steepens
penalties for intellectual -property infringement, and increases resources for the Department of Justice to coordinate
for federal and state efforts against coun terfeiting and piracy. The so -called Pro-IP Act passed unanimously in the
Senate last month and received strong bipartisan support in the House."

We often forget that under our legal system, ignorance of the law is no defense. For those readers with famil y
members, friends and acquaintances that are casual computer users, now may be the time for a reminder that,
however tempting, free music downloads may result in serious legal problems. And, for any member of those same
groups that use the internet as th eir primary source of music, that reminder may be an absolute necessity.

To paraphrase a different warning, "free music downloads may be injurious to your financial health." You, your family,
friends and acquaintances all need to be informed consumers befo re downloading "free" music or sharing music files.

Almost everyone needs a little help with Word 2007

Attribution;. By Linda Gonse, Editor and Webmaster, Orange Countly
(www.orcopug.org ), editor@orcopug.org.

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authoro
other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above).

Bear with me while | quote John Dvorak from his August 2008 PC Magazine column, then | will tell you what my point
is. Regarding Vitat a,sntbe saimp:lt dds\ilsy mph ys dalalred; tio use. Me nju s
no apparent reason, f eatures of XP appear to be missing or need to be turned on from some remote directory, and
basic functions are now obfuscate d. In a nutshell, Vista manages to be more complicated than XP, performs more
poorly than XP, and is more expensive than XP. 56

Now, substitute Word 2007 for Vista and Word 2003 for XP and my point is made. Compared with Word 2003, Word
2007 is an involuntary learning experience for anyone already proficient in Word and productive with one or more of
the features. To name a couple | use often, are: Mail Merge, tables, labels, and fields. But, first users have to discover
where basics like Help, Save As, Print and Close are.

To say Word 2007 has a steep learning curve may not scare everyone. But, to say it has a steep learning curve for
experienced Word users should scare everyone, as well as be a cause for serious concern.

Unf ortunately, I didnoét fully understand how an Office 200
the step, yet, let me caution you. The upgrade wipes out Office 2003 and you cannot downgrade. | believe this step
was automatically taken by the installation. Perhaps with a full version, you would be given a choice to install the
newer version into another directory, leaving the older version intact.

Thef i rst thing you notice when you open Word 2007 is the|hi
items across the top of the window. The tabs do not have the same names as the old menu items. In fact, a couple of
the tab categories fiHome, References and Add-Insfiar e eni gmatic. And as they say ofn ¢
tabs oO0Oare in no particular order. o

Tabs that open contextual “ribbons”

O ” DO hevasall o
=l

Insert Page Layout References Mailings Reviaw View Add-Ins Acrobat )

] Calibn (Bocy) P S v v w1 AaBoCehc! Aa
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Clicking on a tab opens a segmented toolbar of options
Although you may want to add to or rearrange the commands on the Ribbon or change or remove a command or group
on the Ribbon fi as you might have done with the menu and toolbar of earlier Word versions A you cannot.

o ibri ; = vl T iF iE I 3 Find ~
By il s | P WS o] Sl i #(80) 7 || | ssebeene | aaBbeede AaBbC: AaBbCc - % 1

2 = 3 | 2a: Replate
Paste 7 B I U ~abe % X Aav||®~ A‘ E= === O & || Triormat | TrHoSpac.,. Headingl  Heading2 |= Change
G

Styles -
Clipboard Styies ~

g Select ~

Font Paragraph | Editing

The “Ribbon" options that correspond to the Home tab

And, you can forget about being able to reverttoWord 6 s ol d styl e tool bars and menug.

that if you are fluent in XML programming code, you can add tabs to the Ribbon.

In Photoshop, the ribbon concept is intuitive and natural, and actually speeds up productivity. In Word, itc  an be
chaotic and time -wasting.

Now, that you have this background in mind, you will better understand the images and steps that follow which is a
short tutorial for simplifying Word 2007. My suggestion for anyone using the new Word version is to first set it up to
make the features you need easy to locate.

With that in mind, | 6l show you how to create a custom
will help to take the aggravation and time -wasting practice of hunting around and cal ling on Help to figure out where
things are and how to use them.

Il ncidentally, speaking of Help, herefs a tip. When you
in the old days of DOS, you must press the F1 key to make it appear!

In the upper left corner of the Word window is a round Windows logo, called the Microsoft Office Button. It will remind

you of the Start button in Windows. Click on this button, it is a kind of command center temporarily until you get Word
customizedtheway you want it. Or, itds possible, you may prefe
(Nah.)

Down arrow at right end
icrosoft Office Button of Quick Access Toolbar

Recent Documen
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The Quick Access Toolbar is just to the right of the Microsoft Office Button. It can be likened to the Quick Launch
Toolbar in Windows. (Do you see a pattern here?)

When you first open Word, the Quick Access Toolbar is empty. Click on the down arrow a slight distance away from the
Microsoft Office Button. A dropdown list appears, similar to the ones you saw at the end of toolbars in Word 2003. It
contains many of the general commands that you might use frequently.

Select commands here for the Quick Access Toolbar.

H Document2 - | KL i3
| Customize Qukk Access Toolbar ropiae ‘_‘uj Customize the Quick Access Toolbar and keyboard shortcuts.
| ] o Chaost commands from Custamize Quitk Aceess Toolbu:
New froainy Popubsr Commandy - For sl Ssrumants (¢efauit) -
3 Sae
i.-J— Open Agvaacea Separator - J Open
| VA AKEST ANA Move Lo Nen ol e
[J Save etz ~ ] Eeden ane Shadeg. ) Undo »
L Addios A Oraw Yot O Redo
| Tooter “d V.
E-mail Teust Centes 3 :::,“:;" R :l::cm
[ Besourcer 3 Emai & Quas Priee
v || Quick Print A fum 8T enowas
— 9, tmet mpennk A Patntane
Ji_i PrE Preview @ e R
J tew
Spelling & Grammar 2 Mew Commem
e i Coen
| Al Prge et
:i Undo 51 Pwagraph
f 3 Prite Specit
{ J Redo | & Pant Preview
- 6B Quak Pt
O Fed
Draw Table ~ o SR
| b Swe

More Commands... 9 Sowas M " R

Show Below the Ribbon [ show Quick dccess Toobar belowihe Ribben

- ' (o]

Minimize the Ribbon | | : ——
Click on the commands that you want t oToblr Theiconshwil beaddedt L a u
the bar and available to you with one click.

I'tds al most itPWall keepis mindithatmvithtthis Word version, whatever  effort you save in one area, you

are going to earn by working harder somewhere else.

You may want to fill in the basic commands on the Quick Access Toolbar with different commands not on the drop down

i st. I n that case, right c¢click on the down arrow for the

There are five categories, so c¢cl i ck through them to see what they offeq.

dozens of commands for just about any task and circumstance.

Choose commands from:

Popular Commands v

[

Popular Commands s
Commands Not in the Ribbon

All Commands

Macros
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When you find a command you want to use, click to select it in the left window (see screenshot below) and click on the
Add button with the arrows to move it to the right window.

Alternatively, you can click on the Microsoft Office Button. At the bottom of the dialog box click on Word Options.
Then, in the list that appears on the left, click on Customize.

A familiar box with a double window will open. It is the same box that you can open from the down arrow next to the
Quick Access Toolbar.

My Quick Access Toolbar has several preset command buttons and one macro that | recorded (to add the pathname to
the bottom of documents). Without intentionally  doing so, | nearly recreated the Standard Toolbar offered in earl ier
versions of Word.

The commands that | found useful to add were Open, Blank Page, Save, Undo, Redo, Page Setup, Print Preview, Print,
Show/Hide, PathName (the macro), and Close.

Z A d VU STARD

Although a couple of the commands are available by clicking on the Micros oft Office Button, it is still faster and less
distracting to have them at the top of the window and only one click away, rather two or more.

Microsoft Releases Photosynth Panoramic Image Creator

Attribution: By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Advisor; Columnist, TheExaminer, Beaumont TX; radio and TV show host
(Iwilsker@apcug.net).

WEBSITENhttp://photosynth.net

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authagoro

other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above).

Many of us take a lot of digital photographs. | have hundreds of digital photos from two recent weddings; others may
have vacation photos, family photos, scenic images, or other co ntent. Would it not be interesting if a collection of

photos with some degree of commonality coul-Dpabhmame ecavofthes J

subject? For example, if | took the wed dheimggepcoudtauamatisallyo f
be merged into a single three dimensional, easily navigable image of the entire wedding ceremony and reception. The
panoramic image can be manipulated, rotated, zoomed, and viewed from any direction. If | can do this with wed  ding
pictures, imagine what you can do with landscapes, theme parks, or other images. This new service from Microsoft,

known as Photosynth (photosynth.net) is currently free, but does have several provisos, one of which is that all images

createdwilbeconsi dered as opublico, and can be viewed by anyo

Photosynth is graphics intensive, and may not run on older computers lacking adequate video power and capabilities. It
will run on Windows XP (SP 2 or SP3), and on Vista. Mac usrs can use Photosynth if running Boot Camp. Images are
displayed on a browser, and Internet Explorer 7 as well as Firefox 2 and 3 are supported. 256mb of memory is the
absolute minimum to run Photosynth, and 1gb is recommended. In order to function, Photo synth installs two programs
to the computer. One is a web browser plug -in (both IE and Firefox compatible), and an application aptly named
OPhotosynthodé which is used to create panoramic i mages.
with a single download. Since the actual processing is done by Microsoft, the images (or parts of them) are uploaded to
Microsoft by the Photosynth software, which requires a broadband connection. Microsoft has posted awarning , 0 Al
synths are public. Your photos will be visible to everyone on the Internet. In order to create images, it is necessary to

sign up online; users who have a Windows Live ID can use it for Photosynth access.
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What is Photosynth?

Photosynth performs two material functions; it reconstructs  the scene or object from several two -dimensional digital
photographs, and then examines the images for similarities, and mathematically use that information to estimate the
real shape of the object, and the vantage point the photos were taken from. Usingt he digital data, the three
dimensional space is created, and the merged photos can be easily navigated as if they were a single photograph.

Mi crosoftfés new 0Seadragondé technology delivers only tshg
that may have included hundreds of individual photos a fast and pleasing experience.

On the main page for Photosynth ( photosynth.net) are dozens of samples of the output than can be created. Some of
the examples are the Sphinx, composed of 239 photos tak en by National Geographic; a walk around Eton College, 427
photos; The Taj Mahal, 179 National Geographic photos; the Space Shuttle, 246 photos; and many others. It is
important to note that this computing power and service is available for free to all of us who are willing to make our

i mages public. The O0ORecently Synthedd |Iink shows the mos
which include street scenes, still life, sunset §2008Hawai i
backyards, portraits, kittens (cute), athletic events, and other topics. It is a lot of fun just browsing these synths and
seeing what others are doing and what the system can do for digital images.

Photosynth

A i)
Create your Synth Explore Synths About Photosynth
Syrth and uphiagd por con phofos Fan what anhar peapts ae synaweg tawrn atoutr Bhotsynth and our feam
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Ready to Make Your Own Synth?

ne limitations that you need to be

need to use a broadband Internet

wh synth, check out

The potential applications for Photosynth are almost endless. It could be used by real estate agents to easily create an
interactive three dimensional view of a house or an apartment; industries could use it for training purposes; products
can be promoted via 3D images that allow the viewer to explore the details of a product; likewise car dealers and
manufacturers could easily create interactive views of any cars in inventory. Criminalists (as in CSI) could easily create
3D crime scene images; the potenti al uses are unimaginable.

If you are willing to release your image to the public (in the current iteration), and would like to create interactive 3D
panoramic photos from your digital photos, then Photosynth would be a great place to experiment. At present  the
service is free, only requiring a Windows Live ID registration. If you have any interesting photos of the same subject,
try synthing them.

Password Protection

Attribution: By Sandy Berger, Compukiss.com www.c ompukiss.com, sandy@compukiss.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authord
other uses require the permission of the author (see e -mail address above).

When technology is good, it is very, very good, but when it is bad it can be truly atrocious. So it is with the hacking of
Sarah Palindés Yahoo email account. The bad guys are out |[th
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