
 

 

 
                                                                                                                        

Monthly General Meeting 
 

Date:  Tuesday, June 15, 2010    

Agenda: 

 7:00-7:10 PM    User Group Administration and SIG Announcements 

 7:10-8:10 PM    Featured Presentation: 

           “PC Hardware: Then and Nowó  We will take a trip down memory lane, comparing CPUs, RAM, 

GPUs, and òdrivesó circa 2000, 2005, and 2010. (Ed Leckliter, Hardware SIG Leader) 

8:10-8:55 PM    Capsule SIG Presentations: 

            Internet and Networking SIG - More on Web cams 

            Windows SIG ð none (jury duty) 

           Digital Content, Scanning, and Printing SIG - none (out of town) 

8:55-9:00 PM    Raffle (possibly a book or other "training/educational" item donated by Peachpit Press, Pearson 

Education)  [Tickets are FREE - five (5) to each member attendee and one (1) to each adult, non-member 

attendee. Please pick them up when you sign in.]            

Location:   

 All meetings are held at the Costa Mesa Senior Center, 695 West 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 (Map) 

 

Copyright © Orange Coast IBM PC User Group 2010 
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Meetings 
 

General Meetings – next six months: 
 
 June 15, 2010 (see description on page 1), July 20, 2010, August 17, 2010, September 21, 2010, October 19, 

2010, and November 16, 2010 

 
Executive Board Meetings ð precede the monthly Hardware SIG meeting (third Tuesdays) from 5:00-6:00 PM in the 
General Meeting room.  Current OCIPUG members are welcome to attend. 
 
Special Interest Group (SIG) Meetings: 
 
 First Tuesday (June 1, 2010) ð Internet and Networking SIG 
  7:00 PM ð 9:00 PM 

 Featured Topic:  Router configuration to support an Internet connection and local area workgroup 
networking between computers 

SIG Leader: Steve Schiffman 
  Internet and Networking SIG web site ð click the òInternet & Networkingó link on the OCIPUG web site 

 
 Second Tuesday (June 8, 2010)  
  7:00 PM ð 9:00 PM 

 Featured Topic:  TBD, may be none (jury duty) 
SIG Leader: Robert Strader  

  Windows SIG web site ð click the òWindowsó link on the OCIPUG web site 

 
 Third Tuesday (June 15, 2010)  
  6:00 PM ð 7:00 PM 

 Featured Topic:  The Balance of Computer Components: 2010 Update 
 SIG Leader: Ed Leckliter 

Hardware SIG web site ð click the òHardwareó link on the OCIPUG web site 

 
 Fourth Tuesday (June 22, 2010) ð Digital Content, Scanning, and Printing SIG 
  7:00 PM ð 9:00 PM 

Featured Topic:  We will compare the GIMP (open source) photo editing program with Photoshop 
Elements and work on removing backgrounds in Photoshop Elements. 

  SIG Leader: Robert Walker 
 Digital Content, Scanning, & Printing SIG web site ð click the òDigital Contentó link on the OCIPUG web 
site 

 
ALL meetings are held at the Costa Mesa Senior Center, 695 West 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 (Map) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.cmseniorcenter.org/cmsc_map.htm
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Administration (Team Roster ς 2009-10) 
 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

CFO/Treasurer 

Director (2008-10) 

Director (2009-11) 

Past President/Long Range Planning 

README.DOC Editor 

Webmaster 

Programs Chairperson 

SIG Coordinator 

Membership Chairperson 

APCUG Representative 

SCRUGS Representative 

Frank Mastroly 

Robert Walker 

Irwin Haydock 

Jack Vincent 

Eugenia Frerichs 

Morris Fier 

Ed Leckliter 

Ed Leckliter 

Ed Leckliter 

Ed Leckliter 

Robert Strader 

OPEN (= Opportunity!) 

Robert Walker 

Robert Walker 

 

president.bod@ocipug.org  

vicepres.bod@ocipug.org 

secretary.bod@ocipug.org 

treasurer.bod@ocipug.org 

director1.bod@ocipug.org 

director2.bod@ocipug.org 

pastpres.bod@ocipug.org  

editor@ocipug.org 

webmaster@ocipug.org 

programs@ocipug.org  

sigcoordinator@ocipug.org  

membership@ocipug.org  

apcugrep@ocipug.org 

scrugsrep@ocipug.org  

Membership 
 

Members receive a meeting reminder and the monthly newsletter (README.DOC) via e-mail (the online newsletter 

archive is on a three month delay).  Member dues help the group pay its bills (liability insurance, APCUG membership 

fee, equipment maintenance, web site domain name registration and hosting fees, and raffle prizes).  Memberships run 

from September through August and are prorated for those joining after September.  The membership form is available 

at (link).  The fee schedule follows.  Contact the OCIPUG Treasurer for prorated fees.  

Individual ð 1 year $30, 2 years $55, 3 years $75 

Family - 1 year $35, 2 years $60, 3 years $85 

Full-time student - $20/year (see the membership form for more info) 

 

OCIPUG Web Sites 
 

Main web site - see http://www.ocipug.org/   

SIG web sites ð click the associated SIG-name link on the OCIPUG home page (http://www.ocipug.org/) 

 

 

 

mailto:president.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:vicepres.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:secretary.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:treasurer.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:director1.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:director2.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:pastpres.bod@ocipug.org
mailto:editor@ocipug.org
mailto:webmaster@ocipug.org
mailto:programs@ocipug.org
mailto:sigcoordinator@ocipug.org
mailto:membership@ocipug.org
mailto:apcugrep@ocipug.org
mailto:scrugsrep@ocipug.org
http://www.ocipug.org/Other%20Docs/OCIPUG%20Membership%20Form%2006112008.pdf
http://www.ocipug.org/
http://www.ocipug.org/
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SIG Meeting Reports 

 

Internet and Networking SIG (SIG Leader: Steve Schiffman) 

 

 Meeting Date:  May 4, 2010 

 

 Attendees:  8 

 

Topic/Focus:   

The networking options of Sunõs VirtualBox were explored.  At the previous monthõs meeting we found 

that the Windows SIG Leader had installed VirtualBox on the new OCIPUG computer. He did this to provide a 

Windows XP operating system for the Internet/Networking SIG leader to use instead of the Windows 7 operating 

system that came pre-installed on the new OCIPUG computer. During our attempt to connect with shared 

resources on the SeniorNet computers and printer, the resources could not be found but access to the Internet 

worked as expected. This month the plan was to understand how the networking support for VirtualBox worked 

and properly configure it to both access the Internet and other computers on the local network. It always helps 

to read the documentation!! We did that in the SIG meeting and found that there are four network 

configurations. After understanding what each configuration was intended to do, we chose the configuration 

that allowed both an Internet connection and a local network work group connection. Success. 

At the June Internet/Networking SIG meeting we will be helping a SIG attendee configure a new home 

router to make it do what his previous router was supporting, including configuring his laptop and a second  

computer to work together and have both access the Internet using the members actual router and laptop. It 

should be an interesting real world help and show discussion. 

 

Windows SIG (SIG Leader: Robert Strader) 

 

Meeting Date:  May 11, 2010 

 

Attendees:  6 

 

Topic/Focus:  We opened with a Q & A session. We looked at a group of utilities from the web site 

www.IntoWindows.com.  

1. Check Your System’s Compatibility With 64-Bit Windows & Virtualization Using BITS Tool 
2. Display Current Weather Temperature Next To Clock With Weather Center  
3. Geosense: Free Location Sensor For Windows 7  
4. Jumplists: Another Handy Jump List Creator For Windows 7  

 
 

Hardware SIG (SIG Leader: Ed Leckliter) 

 Meeting Date:  May 18, 2010 

 

Attendees:  12 (including two guests and a new club member) 
 

Topic/Focus:  Hard Drives and Other òDrivesó: 2010 Update 

  

See presentation slides (PDF) 

 

Random Access:  none (no time) 

http://www.virtualbox.org/
http://www.intowindows.com/
http://www.intowindows.com/check-your-systems-compatibility-with-64-bit-windows-virtualization-using-bits-tool/
http://www.intowindows.com/display-current-weather-temperature-next-to-clock-with-weather-center/
http://www.intowindows.com/geosense-free-location-sensor-for-windows-7/
http://www.intowindows.com/jumplists-another-handy-jump-list-creator-for-windows-7/
http://www.ocipughwsig.org/PDFs/OCIPUG%20Hardware%20SIG%205%2018%202010.pdf
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Hardware Submissions:  none (no time) 

 

Digital Content, Scanning, and Printing SIG (SIG Leader: Robert Walker) 

 

Meeting Date:  May 25, 2010 

 

 Attendees:  6 

 

 Topic/Focus:   

1. We looked at videos of NIK Softwareõs new Viveza 2, a powerful tool to selectively control color 
and light.  It shows how to make enhancements and automatically blend photo images for a natural 
look. 

2. We learned how to use a gray card and the Macbeth Color Checker Test Pattern Chart with 
Photoshop to set the white balance to color correct image. 

3. In Photoshop Elements we combined two images. 
4. Retouching people - color correcting skin tomes, improving hair, eye enhancements, enhancing 

teeth and lips, and removing wrinkles. 

 

Articles 
 

 

Tips – for Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Word Users 

A monthly set of òtipsó for the use of the Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Word application software products.  These tips 

are being contributed (via syndication) by Sharon Parq Associates. 

Counting Unique Values (in Microsoft Excel)  

When working with a Microsoft Excel worksheet, you sometimes need to know the number of unique values in a range 

of cells. For instance, suppose that an instructor was teaching the following classes: 

 

104-120 
104-101 
104-119 

104-120 

In this case there are three unique values. There is no intuitive worksheet function that will return a count of unique 

values, which makes one think that a user-defined function (a macro) would be the logical approach. However, you can 

use an array formula to very easily derive the desired information. Follow these steps: 
1. Define a name that represents the range that contains your list. (This example assumes the name you define 

is MyRange.) 

2. In the cell where you want the number of unique values to appear type the following formula, but donõt press 

ENTER yet: 

=SUM(1/COUNTIF(MyRange,MyRange)) 

3. Instead of pressing ENTER, press CTRL+SHIFT+ENTER. This informs Excel that you are entering an array formula. 
The formula shown in the formula bar should now appear as follows (notice the addition of the surrounding 
braces, indicative of array formulas): 

{=SUM(1/COUNTIF(MyRange,MyRange))} 

http://www.niksoftware.com/viveza/usa/entry.php?view=intro/viveza_announcement.shtml
http://www.ae5d.com/macbeth.html
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Thatõs it! The cell now contains the number of unique name values in the specified range. This approach is not case-

sensitive, so if you have two values that differ only in their capitalization (ThisName vs. THISNAME), they are both 

counted as a single unique value. In addition, there can be no blank cells in the range. (Having a blank cell returns a 

#DIV/0 error from the formula.) 

If your particular needs require that your list contain blanks (but you donõt want them counted as a "value") and you 

want the evaluation to be case-sensitive, then you have no choice; you must turn to a macro. The following VBA 

macro, CountUnique, will do the trick: 

 

Function CountUnique(ByVal MyRange As Range) As Integer 
    Dim Cell As Range 
    Dim J As Integer 
    Dim iNumCells As Integer 
    Dim iUVals As Integer 
    Dim sUCells() As String 
 
    iNumCells = MyRange.Count 
    ReDim sUCells(iNumCells) As String 
 
    iUVals = 0 
    For Each Cell In MyRange 
        If Cell.Text > "" Then 
            For J = 1 To iUVals 
                If sUCells(J) = Cell.Text Then 
                    Exit For 
                End If 
            Next J 
            If J > iUVals Then 
                iUVals = iUVals + 1 
                sUCells(iUVals) = Cell.Text 
            End If 
        End If 
    Next Cell 
    CountUnique = iUVals 

End Function 

Simply put an equation similar to the following in a cell: 

 

=CountUnique(MyRange) 

The value returned is the number of unique values, not counting blanks, in the range. 

 
Copyright © 2010 by Sharon Parq Associates, Inc.  Reprinted by permission. Thousands of free Microsoft Excel tips can 
be found online at http://excel.tips.net.  
  
Finding Related Words (in Microsoft Word)  

Finding just the right words to say what you want to say can sometimes be a challenge. Fortunately, Microsoft Word 

can help in this regard. One of the tools that Word provides is a full thesaurus. You can use this tool to find alternate 

words with the same meaning (synonyms), words with the opposite meaning (antonyms), or related words. Related 

words are typically similar words based on the root of the word you specify. To find a related word, follow these steps: 
1. Position the insertion point in the word you wish to check. 

2. Press SHIFT+F7 or choose Language from the Tools menu and then Thesaurus from the submenu. If you are 
using Word 97 or Word 2000, you see the Thesaurus dialog box. If you are using Word 2002 or a later version, 

you see the Research task pane, with the thesaurus information displayed. 

http://excel.tips.net/
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3. If related words are available for the word, you will see the Related Words choice in the dialog box or the 

task pane. Click on Related Words. 

4. In the Related Words list, select the desired related word. 

5. Click on Replace (if using Word 97 or Word 2000) or click the down-arrow to the right of the related word and 
choose Insert (if using Word 2002 or a later version). 

Copyright © 2010 by Sharon Parq Associates, Inc.  Reprinted by permission. Thousands of free Microsoft Word tips can 
be found online at http://word.tips.net.  

 
Experiments with Desktop Publishing (DTP) Applications, Part 2  

Attribution:  By Mike Morris, Editor, Front Range PC Users Group, Colorado (www.frpcug.org), twriterext@gmail.com  

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

This installment continues the comparison of DTP application features. I have attempted to capture the most important 

features (in my opinion) of 4 applications into 9 categories:  

1. General 
2. Text Controls 
3. Master Pages 
4. Tables 
5. Graphics 
6. Long Document Features 
7. Color 
8. Commercial Printing 
9. Tech Support 

 
The comparisons for categories 5 - 7 are included in this, Part 2, of this article. The remaining comparisons will be 

provided in part 3.  

The information in the following table is based on these applications and versions:  

1. InDesign®: CS3 (5.0.4) (http://www.adobe.com). 
2. Microsoft Publisher®: 2007 (12.0.6308.5000) MSO (12.0.6017.5000) (http://office.microsoft.com/en-

us/publisher/default.aspx). 
3. Scribus: 1.3.3.13 for Windows (open source, http://www.scribus.net/). 
4. PagePlus®: SE 1.0.0.5 (http://www.freeserifsoftware.com/software/pageplus/). 

 
The following table is not an exhaustive comparison of all features of all 4 programs. It is based partially on my testing 

and partially on other resources. The entries in the table are a mixture of facts and opinions. Opinions are enclosed in 

brackets:  [Opinion].  

 

 
InDesign Publisher Scribus PagePlus 

Category      

Graphics  

All major formats can 

be imported.  

 

Extensive resizing and 

text wrapping controls.  

 

Most major formats can 

be imported.  

 

Imported graphics are 

automatically (and 

proportionately) resized 

Most major formats, 

except the wmf 

format can be 

imported.  

 

Limited resizing and 

Cannot import the 

png and svg formats.  

 

It doesn't import EPS 

files correctly, only 

preview images, and 

http://word.tips.net/
http://www.frpcug.org/
mailto:twriterext@gmail.com
http://www.adobe.com/
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/publisher/default.aspx
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/publisher/default.aspx
http://www.scribus.net/
http://www.freeserifsoftware.com/software/pageplus/
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A number of 

math/science symbols 

are available, but for 

equations, a 3rd party 

application (such as 

MathType) [will be 

easier to use].  

 

Equations can be 

imported as an eps file.  

 

Changing size, position 

or orientation of a 

graphics frame is aided 

with the Reference 

Point feature.  

to the size of the 

picture frame.  

 

Text wrap controls 

similar to those of a 

word processor.  

 

Equations can be 

imported from a 3rd 

party application such as 

MathType.  

text wrapping 

controls.  

 

Cannot directly text 

wrap the svg format.  

 

A number of 

math/science 

symbols are 

available, but for 

equations, a third 

party application 

(such as MathType) 

[will be easier to 

use].  

 

Equations can be 

imported as an eps 

file.  

 

Changing size, 

position or 

orientation of a 

graphics frame is 

aided with the 

Basepoint feature.  

only the preview 

image will be 

exported, so that the 

EPS import is quite 

useless.  

 

Text wrap controls 

similar to those of a 

word processor.  

 

Equations can be 

imported from a 3rd 

party application 

such as MathType.  

Long 

Document 

Features  

Both the Table of 

Contents and Index 

features have extensive 

options.  

 

Figure captions require 

a separate text frame 

and an appropriately 

defined style.  

 

The Table of Contents 

feature can be used to 

automatically create a 

Table of Figures. When 

used for a Table of 

Figures, it is necessary 

to manually cut/paste 

entries to get list in 

correct order.  

 

Can import all styles 

from a word processing 

document.  

 

There are a number of 

Very basic [and hard to 

use] Table of Contents 

feature.  

 

No Index feature.  

 

No Footnote feature.  

 

A Table of Figures must 

generated manually.  

 

Formatting from an 

external document (such 

as a word processing 

document) can be 

preserved or overridden 

only if copy/paste is 

used. If Insert/Text file 

is used, source 

document formatting is 

used.  

 

If imported text exceeds 

available space, 

Publisher can create 

Table of Contents 

feature available, but 

no Index feature.  

 

No Footnote feature.  

 

A Table of Figures 

must generated 

manually.  

 

Can import only 

paragraph styles from 

a word processing 

document.  

 

[Options for 

preserving formatting 

of imported text are 

not intuitive.]  

 

[Automatic page 

numbering feature 

not intuitive.]  

 

Automatic text 

No Table of Contents 

feature, no Index 

feature and no 

Footnote feature.  

 

A Table of Figures 

must generated 

manually.  

 

If Insert/Text file is 

used, source 

document formatting 

is used.  

 

No automatic text 

frame feature.  
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options for preserving 

formatting of imported 

text.  

 

Adding text frames is a 

"story" not a document 

feature, and can be 

added manually, "semi-

automatically," or 

automatically.  

additional text frames.  frames are a 

document feature.  

Color  

Extensive color and 

color management 

features.  

 

Pantone® licensed.  

Pantone® licensed.  

 

Some (untested) color 

management features 

are available in the 

Windows XP and Vista 

operating systems.  

Additional software 

provides color 

management for the 

Linux OS.  

 

MAC computers 

include color 

management with 

the ColorSync 

capability.  

 

Not Pantone® 

licensed.  

It can't export spot 

colors to PDF/PS 

files. They are always 

converted to CMYK.  

 

Not Pantone® 

licensed.  

 

No color 

management 

available, although 

some (untested) 

color management 

features are 

available in the 

Windows XP and Vista 

operating systems.  

 

Experiments with Desktop Publishing (DTP) Applications, Part 3 

Attribution:  By Mike Morris, Editor, Front Range PC Users Group (www.frpcug.org), twriterext@gmail.com 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

This installment concludes the comparison of DTP application features.  I have attempted to capture the most 
important features (in my opinion) of these 4 applications into 9 categories: 

1. General 
2. Text Controls 
3. Master Pages 
4. Tables 
5. Graphics 
6. Long Document Features 
7. Color 
8. Commercial Printing 
9. Tech Support 

 

The information in the following table is based on these applications and versions: 

1. InDesign:  CS3 (5.0.4) (http://www.adobe.com). 
2. Microsoft Publisher:  2007 (12.0.6308.5000) MSO (12.0.6017.5000) (http://office.microsoft.com/en-

us/publisher/default.aspx). 
3. Scribus:  1.3.3.13 for Windows (open source, http://www.scribus.net/). 

http://www.frpcug.org/
mailto:twriterext@gmail.com
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4. PagePlus:  SE 1.0.0.5 (http://www.freeserifsoftware.com/software/pageplus/). 
 

The following table is not an exhaustive comparison of all features of all 4 programs.  It is based partially on my testing 
and partially on other resources.  The entries in the table are a mixture of facts and opinions.  Opinions are enclosed in 
brackets:  [Opinion]. 

 

InDesign 

 

Publisher 

 

Scribus 

 

PagePlus 

 

Category     

     
     

Commercial 
Printing 

Complete capability. 

Untested. 

 

Limited 
òcommercial 
printingó tools. 

 

Can save file as 
PostScript file. 

 

Not all 
commercial 
printers will 
accept 
Publisher files. 

PDF conversion 
capability includes 
color separations. 

Untested. 

 

Can save file as 
PostScript file. 

     

Tech Support 

 

Extensive. 

 

Support contracts 
available [expensive]. 

 

Classroom in a Book 
series. 

 

Free online tech 
support forums. 

 

Many books are 
available from 3rd 
party authors. 

Many books are 
available from 
3rd party 
authors. 

 

Free online 
help forum [but 
hard to find on 
the Microsoft 
web site]. 

 

[Not a primary 
product for 
Microsoft.] 

Print manual can be 
ordered from Amazon. 

 

Free online tech 
support forum. 

Only online forum 
available for this 
version. 

 

For the 
commercial 
version, 
additional support 
options are 
available for a 
fee. 

 

To summarize the results of the comparisons, it is fair to say that all 4 programs will provide some measure of Desktop 
Publishing capability. In my opinion, InDesign and Scribus are in a class by themselves. 
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In deciding which program to use, one decision factor is usually tech support. Tech support for software in todayõs 
world is often a contentious issue. Therefore you may find it helpful to know of my experiences with tech support on 
these four programs. I rate tech support as follows: 

1. InDesign is a commercial product and one of the standards for commercial printing. Therefore, there are a great 
variety of support options. My own personal experience with support contracts (an expensive option) is not positive 
(although that is experience is now several years old). However, the Classroom in a Book series is excellent training 
and the free forum (http://forums.adobe.com/community/indesign/indesign_general) is also an excellent source of 
help. 
 
2. Scribus has an excellent mailing list/forum (http://lists.scribus.info/mailman/listinfo/scribus) along with several 

wikis (http://wiki.scribus.net/index.php/Main_Page) available from the website. There is also the printed manual 

(which I donõt have). So despite the fact that it is an open source program, there is very good tech support available. 

There are more help resource links available at resources 

(http://docs.scribus.net/index.php?lang=en&page=resources). 

3. There are many books available on Publisher. However, in my opinion, Publisher is not a major product for Microsoft 
and getting help from Microsoft to solve problems can be difficult. 

4. The free version of PagePlus is supported only via the online forum. I have used that forum. You have to register, 
but there is no charge. I did, in fact, receive relatively prompt answers to my questions when I used the forum. 
However, in my case, I have been subsequently bombarded with what I consider spam from Serif trying to sell me 
upgrades or other products that I did not want. I consider that business approach highly objectionable, and, although 
the program is actually a capable starting point for users new to DTP, I cannot recommend the program for that 
reason. 

  

MP3 Tag - A Useful Utility 

Attribution:  By Phil Sorrentino, President, Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida (www.spcug.org), 

president@spcug.org 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

As I have said in the past, òUtilities are usually small programs that are intended to do a specific task or a small range 

of tasks.ó And I have also directed you to the SPCUG Monitor Computer Buffet, where you can learn about various free 

utilities (and even find a website from where you can download the utility). However, keep in mind that when you 

download something from the internet, you could get something you were not expecting; so be very careful. With that 

said, Iõd like to discuss a free utility that allows you to modify the MP3 Tag information that is used by MP3 players like 

Windows Media Player or iTunes.  

The reason you might want to use an MP3 Tag utility is because these types of media players depend on the Tag 

information to organize the tunes they find in your music folders. If the Tag information is not what you expect, the 

tune will be put in a location that might make it difficult for you to find. It doesnõt matter what the file name is, the 

tune will be put in a sequence depending on the Tag information, only. Is it òThe Beatlesó, or òBeatlesó, òThe Kingston 

Trioó, or òKingston Trioó? When I put all my tunes together, I found both versions of artist names. Also, sometimes the 

tune comes from a compilation of artists. In this case it probably goes into the òVarious Artistsó category, instead of 

the òartistõs nameó category. 

MP3Tag is a free metadata editor that supports the MP3 audio format as well as many other formats such as AAC, FLAC, 

MPC, OGG, MP4, WMA, and others. It runs under Microsoft Windows XP and Vista (and probably Windows 7). MP3Tag 

allows the user to modify the ID3 tag data that is created along with the MP3 file when a tune is initially created, or 

ripped from a CD. It allows information such as the title, artist, album, track number, or other information about the 

audio portion of the file to be stored in the file itself. By the way, there are many MP3 Tagging utilities available, just 

Google MP3 Tag and youõll see all the possibilities. 

http://forums.adobe.com/community/indesign/indesign_general
http://lists.scribus.info/mailman/listinfo/scribus
http://wiki.scribus.net/index.php/Main_Page
http://docs.scribus.net/index.php?lang=en&page=resources
http://www.spcug.org/
mailto:president@spcug.org
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This may be too much detail, but there are two unrelated versions of ID3: ID3v1 and ID3v2. (If this is too much detail, 

skip this paragraph entirely.) ID3v1 was the original attempt at capturing data about the tune. ID3v2 followed shortly 

after and is very different from the v1 version. ID3v2 is fairly complex, but suffice it to say that it includes all of the 

pertinent information, and then some, relating to the specific tune. ID3v2 has been modified and improved over the 

past few years and is currently at ID3v2.4. For those of you who asked òWhat the heck is metadata?, here is a brief 

discussion that comes from Wikipedia. Metadata (or sometimes metainformation) is òdata about other dataó, of any 

sort in any media. An item of metadata may describe an individual datum, or content item, or a collection of data 

including multiple content items and hierarchical levels. In data processing, metadata provides information about, or 

documentation of, other data managed within an application or environment. This commonly defines the structure or 

schema of the primary data. For example, metadata would document data about data elements or attributes, (name, 

size, data type, etc.) and data about records or data structures (length, fields, columns, etc.) and data about data 

(where it is located, how it is associated, ownership, etc.). Metadata may include descriptive information about the 

context, quality and condition, or characteristics of the data. And there you have a description of metadata. 

MP3Tag is very easy to use. First, I have created a folder called òFixTheseó in my òMP3Musicó folder, where I put any 

tunes that I think need to have their ID3 tags modified. Then I setup MP3Tag to use this folder. This way, I do my work 

in a specific folder so I donõt upset anything in the folders that contain all my music. Also, it is easier to work with a 

folder that has a handful of files rather than thousands of tune files. (The folder to be used is setup by clicking òFileó 

and then selecting òChange Directoryó, then navigating to the directory of your choice, òD:\MP3Music\FixTheseó in this 

case.) 

 

The MP3Tag window has two panes. The right-hand pane shows the files in the designated folder. The left-hand pane 

shows each of the specific ID3 data items that can be modified. (By the way, default values can be setup for each of 

these items, but I have left the default to òkeepó, so that I preserve the values when a tune is selected. These default 

values can be setup in the Tools-Options-Tag Panel window.) When you select a tune in the right-hand pane, the 

appropriate values show up in the ID3 tag items on the left. Once the tune selection is made, the values on the left can 

be changed to your desired values. In the example shown above, the tune òVentures ð Hawaii Five-O.mp3ó has been 

selected. The Title is òHawaii Five-O ð The Venturesó which is the file name. The title of the tune should be only 

òHawaii Five-Oó, so I would change the title to be such. The Artist: name is òVarious ð Adultó which I would want to 

change to òVenturesó, or possibly òThe Venturesó if that is how you are referring to this artist. Other information such 

as Album, Year, and Track may be correct as indicated and will probably be left alone. Genre is an item that is not as 

well defined as the other tags and therefore I have found it to be less useful. Genre has some general meaning but the 

meanings may vary a lot from person to person. There are some fairly specific meanings for genre such as òRock & 

Rolló, òCountryó, òClassicaló, but many other meanings are in the grey areas such as òPopularó and òEasy Listeningó. If 

you want to employ this tag to any degree of usefulness, youõll have to make your own definitions and then categorize 

all your tunes according to these definitions. Otherwise, youõll get whatever the recording studio used for their 
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definitions of genres. After you are satisfied with the changes you have made, click òFileó and then select òSave tagó 

or just click on the icon that looks like a floppy disk, to save the tag information with the tune. 

MP3Tag is a useful utility if you are accumulating a large music collection and you have some specific ideas about how 

you would like the tunes to be organized. MP3Tag has a lot of additional features. I have described the ones that, I 

feel, are basic to organizing a music collection. Music collections have a way of growing in all directions and using an 

MP3 Tag utility is a way of controlling that growth.  

Using Skype  

Attribution:  By Mike Kearns, Member of the Computer Club of Green Valley, AZ (http://gvcc.apcug.org/), 

bmkearns1@yahoo.com  

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Using free Skype software on your computer allows you to make calls over the internet to others who have the service. 

It's easy to download and works with most, if not all, computers. Try this great way to keep in contact with your kids, 

grandchildren, siblings and close friends. 

You need three things to make it happen: 

1. A high-speed internet connection. 

2. A web cam, and I recommend Logitech. You can buy a good camera (with install disk) at Wal-Mart for around $50. 

Newer computers have web cams built in. Each camera requires some adjustments for brightness, contrast and sound, 

but they are usually easy to work with. 

3. You need to download the free program by going to Google and typing "free Skype download." The PC version is 4.2, 

and the latest Mac version is 2.8. 

When you download the program you will be asked what Skype name you wish to use. You can choose any name you 

want. If you pick an unusual name, it is a good idea to let your Skype friends know, because Skype offers a directory to 

locate their users all over the world. 

When you attempt the first contact with another Skype user, the person receiving the call has the option of accepting 

or rejecting the call. If you attempt to contact someone who doesn't know you, they can reject your call, similar to a 

spam blocker. 

The web cam gives a nice picture of the person to whom you are talking on the screen. Quick movements can distort 

the picture for a few seconds while the web cam is adjusting. 

Skype includes a small window of each party at the bottom of the screens so you know what the other person is 

viewing. The quality of the picture is better if both parties have a good high-speed connection. Going from a dial-up 

connection to a high-speed connection can cause distortion in the video and also slows down the interaction. 

It is best to set up a time with the person you will be calling so they have their Skype program open and ready to 

accept the video call. The person you are calling also has the option to accept the call with or without video. Once you 

are connected, you can talk as long as you want--there is no charge. You can make adjustments to see the person on 

full screen or half screen. I find that the image gets a little distorted on full screen, but overall it is still a good 

picture. 

Another neat feature permits you to move a Netbook or laptop with the built-in camera around the room to show the 

person different items of interest in your home. The new, small Netbooks are especially useful because they are so 

portable and lightweight. 

http://gvcc.apcug.org/
mailto:bmkearns1@yahoo.com
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Skype can also be used as your telephone service by clicking on their Shop button. You set up a credit-card account 

with Skype to pay for the calls. Then you can make a phone call to a person's land line and talk to them through your 

computer. 

I have noticed a few people using the new Netbooks as both a phone and video-calling service. They weigh only two 

pounds, and many women can carry them in their purse. With Skype you can make phone calls anywhere in the world, 

and the cost per minute will vary depending on where you are calling. I understand that overseas phone calls are very 

reasonable. 

Keep in mind that Skype is not designed to be a replacement for your ordinary home phone since you would not have 

your computer on all the time. Also, be aware that you cannot use Skype for emergency calling such as 911. 

Windows 7 Tech Tips 

Attribution:  By Brian K. Lewis, Ph.D., Regular Columnist, Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida 

(www.spcug.org). bwsail@yahoo.com  

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Have you ever wanted or needed information about the hardware in your computer? Did you know that Windows 7 

contains a command that can provide you with a list of your hardware components including memory information? It 

does and it is very easy to explore and to save to a file. There are other helpful little bits of information hidden in the 

recesses of Win7, so letõs take some time to explore a few of them. 

First letõs check out the system information command. Go to Start and type òcmdó in the Search box (without the 

quotes), then press Enter. This will open a command window in which you can type òsysteminfoó, also without the 

quote marks. Press Enter again and you will get a detailed profile of your computer. This list will include the processor, 

BIOS version, operating system and updates, both installed and available memory and much more. In all, there are 

thirty-two categories of information provided by this command. You can scroll up and down through this information. 

Then, if you want to save this info to a disc file, type the command òsysteminfo /FO CSV > systeminfo.csvó. Again, 

without the quotes. This file will be saved in the directory shown at the beginning of the command line. So be sure you 

remember this location when you go to look for the file. A CSV file can be opened in a spreadsheet or a database 

program. Now you will have a ready reference for the components which make up your computer. Itõs not a bad idea to 

create this file and keep it for reference purposes. 

Of course, if you are a frequent reader of Dr Herbõs òComputer Buffetó you would have seen references to òBelarc 

Advisoró. This free program gives you a profile of all the hardware and software on your machine. It also highlights 

problem areas such as non-working applications. The software information can be quite extensive. The last time I ran 

this application on a Windows machine I had more than eight pages of information. Far more than I really wanted. The 

systeminfo command gives you a summary which is printable in one page.  

There is another use for system information. If you type this òsystem informationó command into the Start-Search box, 

it will bring up a list of applications before you finish typing. Select òSystem Informationó from the list and click on it. 

You now have a double pane window with a tree of topics on the left and an information window on the right. The first 

item is a general summary of system information similar to the information we obtained in the command window. But 

there are other more detailed topics under the headings in the tree list. For example, hardware resources, components 

and software environment. Under components you will find a very important topic ð problem devices. Hopefully, at this 

point there will be nothing listed when you highlight this topic. But if there are, it can lead you to solutions for some of 

your hardware problems. Under software environment you will find a topic called Startups. This lists the applications 

that are loaded into memory when your computer starts. Always something worth knowing. 

Another interesting item under Software Environment is Windows Error Reporting. This gives you a detailed list of 

applications that have òmisfiredó or produced system hang-ups. This can be useful when you have problems with either 

http://www.spcug.org/
mailto:bwsail@yahoo.com
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Windows or third-party applications. All of the errors I found on my system were related to missing drivers that I had to 

install after installing Win7. Once that was completed the errors disappeared. Yes, I said that with crossed fingers ð no 

use asking for bad luck, right? 

If you havenõt backed up your computer recently, then you should try the backup built into Win7. In previous versions 

of Windows the backup application provided by Microsoft was very slow and some versions were very limited in the 

media to which they would write the backup file. It was also useless when you changed your Windows version as the 

file formats in the backup file were not compatible with the newer version. In the Win7 help files there is information 

on how to restore a backup made with Vista to Win7. So at least the latest versions should be compatible.  

These latest versions of the backup applications are much faster than previous versions. To try the backup applications, 

open the Control Panel and select System Security, then backup and restore. Here you have several options. You can 

do a complete image of your hard drive, just backup your data, or make a system repair disc. If you did not get a 

Windows installation disc when you purchased your computer, then the first thing you should do is make a system 

repair disc. All you need for this is a blank CD and then just follow the on-screen instructions. The next step would be 

to make a complete image file, preferably on an external drive. Itõs really not a good idea to put it on the same drive 

you are imaging even if it is a separate partition. Why? Because when the drive fails you wonõt be able to access the 

image file to restore anything to a new hard drive. Even if you do have a Windows installation disc the repair disc plus 

the image file are a better solution for restoring Windows and your files after a drive failure. The image file you create 

will be more current than the original installation disc when it comes to Windows updates. It will also include the 

installation of all the applications you added after you purchased the system or upgraded to Win7. 
 

Once you have the repair disc and the image backup you can start doing data backups, or you can create new image 

files periodically. There is no need to make image files unless you have added applications or made substantial changes 

to your system. Windows file backup can be set to run automatically to save your data files. It will also add new folders 

and files to the backup list when you create them. I would also recommend that this be saved to an external drive. 

Do you have a need for a system to remember user names and passwords? Win7 has a credential manager which can be 

used for storing user names and passwords in an encrypted file. This application can be found in the Control Panel 

under User Accounts. If you canõt find it, try searching within the Control Panel.  

I frequently have a need to write down short notes or references to information I found on the Internet or in other 

sources. This is where Sticky Notes comes in quite handy. You can run this application by typing òstikynotó in the Start 

ð Search box and clicking on the program that shows in the popdown menu. Alternatively, you can go to All Programs ð 

Accessories and click on Sticky Notes. These can be placed anywhere on your desktop. You can also pin the application 

to the taskbar so it will be readily available. Just right click on the menu item or one of the sticky notes and select 

òpin to taskbaró. 

If you want to see the minute by minute performance of your computer, try typing òresource monitoró in the Start - 

Search box. The complete term will show up before you have completed typing and you can then click on the item. 

This brings up a window in which you can view the memory utilization, cpu utilization and other resources as you use 

your computer. Itõs a great way to see which applications are using the most memory. 

By playing around with the Control Panel and other aspects of Windows 7, you can find many helpful built-in functions. 

You can also query the Help files. On my system the Help response is much quicker than it was in Vista and XP. I also 

found that many subjects are better explained and more detailed. So if you are stuck on something, try the Help 

application thatõs on the Start menu. The more you play with Win7, the more you will find that may be useful. 

Dr. Lewis is a former university and medical school professor of physiology. He has been working with personal 

computers for over thirty years, developing software and assembling systems.  

Adobe Photoshop Elements 8 + Premiere 8: Still Top Notch 

Attribution:  Product reviewed by Louise Maye Huddelston, a HAL-PC family member and partner of a graphic outsource 

company (www.hal-pc.org), editor@hal-pc.org  

http://www.hal-pc.org/
mailto:editor@hal-pc.org
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This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

If you're new to the worlds of digital photography and image manipulation, Photoshop Elements 8 offers everything you 

need and more. Elements 8 is a powerful, well-balanced consumer photo editing and organizing tools. Photo 

Recomposition feature as amazing as its larger sibling - Photoshop. Tight integration with on-line services and Premiere 

8 and extensive selection of help and tutorials. Users of Elements 7 are unlikely to find a reason to upgrade. 

When you open Photoshop Elements 8, you're greeted with a just two real options: Going to the Organizer or opening 

Photoshop Elements 8 proper. Elements 8 remains the best option for consumer photo editing. It offers more than the 

competition in a package that's as attractive and unthreatening as this kind of software can be. The novice can rest 

assured they're getting the tip of the top. This is a very powerful program, though you might not think so with such a 

friendly face.  

The Organizer is a large project folder with shortcuts for handling quick jobs without opening the individual programs. 

The Organizer bridges both Photoshop and Premiere Elements 8. The Editor has remained largely unchanged from 

Elements 7. That means it includes a healthy amount of the features found in its more robust and expensive sibling. 

Elements 8 boasts a number of new features in an attractive and an intuitive, tabbed interface. Best improvements 

include an Auto Analyzer to practically automate image tagging and a new People Recognition feature that identifies 

people in images, plus new one-click image editing tools. 

It can't be easy for a software develops keep products fresh year after year. I like the familiarity which actually 

reduces the learning curve! Because the software remains remarkable for the breadth and depth of its capabilities, it 

remains my pick. But for the new user, itõs a steal with a breath taking feature/tool set. 

The most exciting new addition ð is the Recompose Photo tool. A refinement of the astounding content-aware scaling 

that appeared in Photoshop. It allows you to redefine a photo selectively to fit into a specific size or orientation by 

choosing which elements of the picture to remove and which ones to keep. This is digital voodoo! 

runSlideShow(); Quick Fix previews in Quick Edit mode now let you examine prospective changes, making it a lot easier 

to get the effect you want. 

The biggest changes to PE 8 come in the area of organizing. Tags are even easier to use, with a "tag cloud" to help you 

rapidly sort or search for files matching your most frequently used criteria. The new Auto-Analyzer can automatically 

apply Smart Tags to files you import.  

Of more immediate usefulness is the software's expanded help section, which includes tutorials that help you learn how 

to perform certain common tasks. Unfortunately, you can't derive the full benefit from them without paying an extra 

$40 on a one-year Plus membership. 

The new Auto QuickFix tools (Smart Fix, Color, Tone, Contrast, Detail, Color, and Red Eye) in the Organizer's full-

screen mode can handle all of the editing that many photos require before you move on to the Create and/or Share 

tabs. Use Elements' full edit interface for more complex issues. 

Among Elements 8's handful of new or extended photo editing tools is PhotoMerge, which now includes an Exposure 

tool that allows you to combine two nearly identical photos, taken with different exposure values, to attain the 

optimum exposure.  

Those users who want a bit more assistance, you will find yourself pretty well taken care of.. By clicking the down 

arrow next to Edit, youõll see an Edit Quick and Edit Guided menu. 

Though Edit Guided it presents you with what is at first a fairly intimidating list of options, it actually works quite well 

by telling and showing you exactly what to do to get the result you want. òPicture too blurry? It pops up with the blur-
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correction tool itself, instructions, and even an Auto button to see if the software can figure it out by itself.ó Very 

friendly. 

The output features of Photoshop Elements 8 include Flickr which is under More Options while UTube is right out front. 

You share your images via iPhone, e-mail, and web/TV.  

System requirements: Adobe has historically been resource hungry and for a reason. Best minimum: Win7 64-bit, at 

least a 2.1GHz processor and four, preferably six, GB of RAM. It was not worth my time to save a $150 for less RAM and 

a slower processor. 

Users who already have Elements 7 should pass on this "upgrade," since the move will feel lateral. Having said that, if 

you're in the market for photo editing software, Photoshop Elements 8 has a lot to recommend it, specifically the 

stripped-down, easily used, implementation of Photoshop proper balances ease of use and flexibility. It's beginner 

friendly but not oversimplified and remains sophisticated for the experienced user. For more info and updates go to 

www.adobe.com. 

 

 

“Beyond Digital Photography: Transforming Photos into Fine Art with Photoshop 

and Painter ” 

Attribution:  A book review by Iris Yoffa, a member of the Tucson Computer Society, AZ, The Journal of the Tucson 

Computer Society, January 2010 (www.aztcs.org), irisonthego@gmail.com  

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

http://www.aztcs.org/
mailto:irisonthego@gmail.com
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When I first heard of this latest book from Cher Threinen-Pendarvis and Donal Jolley, I was very eager to work through 

the pages and try out all the recipes. I use both Photoshop and Painter and am always looking for new and interesting 

approaches to transforming photographs into art. Beyond Digital Photography is not a beginnerõs tutorial on the basics 

of each program. However, the authorsõ directions are broken down into clear steps that can be understood by any 

level of user.   

Chapter 1 does cover some introductory basics of working with pixels and resolution, the Photoshop and Painter 

workspaces, a selection of palettes from both, cloning and painting, Photoshop Camera RAW, and using the Wacom 

Tablet. Photoshop and Painter are much the same on both Windows and Mac, and the recipes include the keystrokes 

used on both OSõs. The companion web site, www.beyonddigitalbook.com, contains updates and many of the project 

images 

Most of the projects begin in Photoshop or Photoshop Camera RAW with preparing the photo for image manipulation. 

And, in addition to the tips for working in the applications, there are suggested camera settings, and photo shoot and 

production tips for improving the quality of your pictures. The first exercise is a straight forward method for creating 

pop-art from a photo. The recommendation is to use an image with good contrast and large, simple shapes. Filters are 

applied to layers and then blending modes are used to create an interaction between one layer and the one below it.   

Chapter 2, titled òPainterly Techniques for Non-Painters,ó is filled with wonderful methods for turning your photo into 

a hand-rendered painting or woodcut without having to pick up a painting brush.   

Chapter 3 puts the focus on creating a focus.In the first project you use a mask to protect the object in the image that 

should draw in the eye and remain in focus. Then a lens blur and brushwork is applied and lastly a painted border 

finishes up the exercise.  The next two projects use the approach of blurring and brushing away most of the image 

background detail and then painting back areas of focus using Painter. In the last three brief exercises you create a 

focus using layers and Photoshopõs dodge and burn tools, adjust the saturation of a selection to create focus and use a 

Hue/Saturation adjustment layer to create a Sepia-tone background.  

Chapter 4 begins with a project to illustrate some of the power of working with a RAW file in Photoshop Camera RAW. 

Continuing on, Photoshopõs Art History Brush is employed to create a textured and painterly effect for your image. 

Working with clones and pastels in Painter follows. You get to build a textured manila paper and custom cloners, use 

blender brushes, create a border and paint detail back into an image, resulting in a lovely pastel. (We hope.) 

The last project in this chapter recreates a textured charcoal study in black and white. Once again, the focus is Painter 

and how to use the program for retouching, cloning, painting and blending. 

Chapter 5 contains two projects to step you through the process of simulating the look of water color. In the first you 

recreate a landscape and then the second is working on a close-up of a young child. This is the point at which we 

finally get to really paint! 

Painting with Painterõs Digital Watercolor and Watercolor Blenders brushes, you are actually taken through the process 

of building up watercolor washes. The Dry Digital Watercolor option in the Layers menu is used to set the imagery, 

simulating waiting for the washes to dry in the world of actual watercolor. 

Chapter 6 includes four projects to guide you through achieving acrylic or oil painted results. These projects include 

recommendations of Master Artists to study for inspiration and the training of your artistõs eye.  

Painterõs Real Bristle Brushes are used for the first project. The second is an investigation of Chiaroscuro lighting. 

Painterõs Cloning and Artistsõ Oils brushes are used to achieve results inspired by the lighting and tones found in the art 

of the old masters. 

Using Noise in Photoshop to transform an image into digital oil is next. This lesson includes using Photoshopõs Lens 

Correction filter to address barreling and chromatic aberration in the image due to normal camera lens distortion. Oil 
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techniques are accomplished using Photoshopõs blending layers and a variety of noise filters. The last project of the 

chapter presents the Painter approach to re-creating an old masters style of oil painting.  

Chapter 7 is quite brief and shows two approaches for transforming your photo into abstract art. The first project is 

accomplished entirely with Photoshop and the second is done in Painter. The last chapter introduces methods and 

ideas for consideration when collaging together multiple images. In the first exercise Photoshop layers, masks, and 

filters are used to build a rather complex composite image.  

The second and final exercise of the book works with both Photoshop and Painter to create a composition from 

multiple photos. The elements of whitespace, size relationships between elements, consistency of shadows, texture 

and color, and drawing the viewer around the page, are the focus of this last project. 

In Summary 

Working through the pages of this book was a wonderful adventure in exploring new ways to use Photoshop and Painter 

to transform photos into art. I give it a definite òthumbs upó recommendation for anyone interested in furthering their 

artistõs eye and skill set with the Photoshop and Painter digital toolboxes.  

Title:  Beyond Digital Photography: Transforming Photos into Fine Art with Photoshop and Painter 

Authors:  Cher Threinen-Pendarvis, Donal Jolley  

Publisher:  Peachpit Press 

www.peachpit.com   

ISBNΆ10:  0321410211 

ISBNΆ13:  978-0321410214 

Price:  $44 99, $26.69 @ Amazon 

 

 

 

Convert a PDF File to a Text File 
 

Attribution:  A product review by Sr. Dorothy Robinson, Newsletter Editor, The OMUG News, Olympia Microcomputer 

User Group, Washington (http://olymug.org/), srdorothy@gmail.com  

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Have you been wishing you had a piece of software that would convert PDF files to text files that you can edit?  And 

maybe also didn't cost an arm and a leg?  

http://www.peachpit.com/
http://olymug.org/
mailto:srdorothy@gmail.com
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BCL Technologies has such software called easyConverter Desktop that costs about $20. That sounds like a good buy to 

me. But it only works with Windows (2000, XP, Vista and Win 7). So that leaves a lot of people, namely Linux users, out 

in the cold. 

The good news is that BCL also has a free, online utility that does the same thing. And your operating system doesn't 

come into it. Open your browser and go to http://pdfonline.com/pdf2word/index.asp and take a look. 

On the left side, under a header that says òConvert PDF to Word for Freeó you'll see a place to browse your computer 

and select a file. Note that there is no need to provide your email address, since you'll just download the file directly. 

Find your file and double click it (or click once then click Open), then click the Upload and Convert button. Press it 

only once, and wait; larger files may take a while to upload. The conversion is pretty fast, under a minute for the one 

or two page files I tried. There is a 2 MB limit on uploads, so really big files won't work. 

This part is where, if you wanted to do a lot of files, or large ones, it would be great to have an application on your  

computer to do itñthus eliminating the time to upload. 

The next step is downloading the text file.  I'm not sure why the instructions say to Right Click on the link to download 

the file, because for me at least it didn't work. I Left Clicked instead and the download dialog opened. 

You'll see that the file is a rich text file (.RTF or .rtf) which can easily be opened by Word, OpenOffice Writer, 

Abiword, or other word processors or text editors and be available for editing. When you save it you can save it as a 

.doc if you like. 

The dialog asks, What should (your browser) do with this file? The first choice is to open the file with the default 

application (mine showed OpenOffice) or you can choose another from a drop-down list. The second choice is to save 

the file, and if you choose Save the file, your download manager will save it to the default locationñor you might get a 

Save as dialog and choose where to save it. One caution: opening the file directly rather than downloading it got me a 

Read Only file, which of course I couldn't edit. So for editing purposes, save the file before opening. 

Make your choice by clicking a radio button, then click OK.  You now have a text file you can edit. And the quality is 

very nice, tooñfor mostly text documents. I tried a PDF file that I had originally created in OpenOffice Writer which 

contained a calendar in a table. The results were not pretty!  And for a postal PDF which was a requisition form using 

tables, the results were somewhat better but still unusable since the tables overlapped, hiding some of the text.  

On the other hand, I made a list of data (several rows and columns) in an OpenOffice spreadsheet, exported it to PDF, 

then uploaded it and converted it. When I downloaded this file, it was perfectñand perfectly editable.  

For me, using Ubuntu Linux, this free, online version is a good thing. Windows users have a choice of the web version 

or the computer application. And pdf2word gives the best results I've seen for this kind of web application. 
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“Corel Painter™ 11” 

Attribution:  A product review by Iris Yoffa, a member of the Tucson Computer Society, AZ, The Journal of the Tucson 

Computer Society, January 2010 (www.aztcs.org), irisonthego@gmail.com  

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorõs permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

I read a number of Painter 11 reviews online before asking to review this latest release of Corel Painter. Some say the 

application improvements and additions are numerous and notable. Others say that while there are not an abundance 

of new features and enhancements, the ones youõll find are quite significant and easily make the upgrade a good 

investment of time and money.  

For myself, after taking a test ride, I go with the second opinion. The improved interaction between the Wacom Intuos 

III and this version of Painter brings digital media drawing and painting even closer to the natural media experience. 

What an amazing achievement! 

The CD and brief documentation come in a small òeco-friendlyó package. No large boxes, plastic, or unnecessary 

packing material to deal with. The new features are listed on page two of the 4 75ó X 5 25ó manual. This is followed by 

an abbreviated tour of the workspace, some basics about working with digital media, using the multitude of brushes 

and textures, and a few pages for Photoshop users making the transition. So whatõs new? The RealBristle category now 

has the addition of òDryMediaó brushes, which behave remarkably close to their real media counterparts. The Markers 

build color with each successive stroke. The Pen responds to stroke velocity with varying thickness of stroke. The 

Pencil & Chalk are sensitive to your stylus angle (point or side) when drawing on the page. 

The support for Wacomõs Cintinq and Intuos products has been enhanced. Support for native Photoshop files now 

includes color profiles and layers. The redo on the color management interface is intuitive and makes it much easier to 

navigate than its predecessor. 

A Lasso has been added to the selection tools, and the responsiveness of the Marquee and Magic Wand tools has been 

improved. There is a new Transform tool that groups together the move, scale, rotate, skew, distort and perspective 

distortion functions.  

http://www.aztcs.org/
mailto:irisonthego@gmail.com
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And there have been enhancements to the brush controls, color and mixer palettes. But best of all, brush performance 

is noticeably more responsive than in previous versions.  

Iõd never previously used the auto-painting feature in the underpainting palette, but tried it out in this version. Itõs a 

great way to have the program create an initial sketch or base layer for your art. I played with it a bit. You can select 

to use any brush category and variant, manually adjusting brush properties such as size, opacity, or jitter. 

If youõd rather, you can place a tic next to òSmart Strokeó and òSmart Settings,ó telling Painter to follow the perceived 

forms in the photo when selecting the brush options used for applying the auto-painting strokes. From here you can add 

a new layer for building up the image. Place a tic next to òPreserve Transparencyó to protect empty areas (areas that 

donõt contain brush strokes), in the underlying layer. 

Place a tic next to òPick Up Underlying Coloró when using a brush variant that supports allowing the current layer to 

interact with the lower layer. In addition, the layer panel contains a drop down list of blend modes that can create 

some interesting results in how the two adjacent layers interact. 

Painter can seem overwhelming with its wealth of features and options. Approaching this program as a newbie should 

be done in the same way that a new user might approach Photoshop. 

Learn the interface basics and keep a reference handy as a reminder of where tools, panels and such things are 

located. Pick one brush and learn what you can do with it before considering what to learn next. Find a book that 

speaks to you and stick with it. This is the program that in version 1 brought us a tremendous number and variety of 

brushes, including cloners, as well as paper textures and surface textures (3D emulation) back in 1991.  

When I was first introduced to Painter (in version 3), I was amazed by the Image Hose, a tool that generated patterns 

of images and that could be customized by the user in a variety of ways. Using the canned variants, I was fairly 

impressed with the logos I could spit out. 

In Summary 

So whatõs my take on this upgrade? All these new features and feature enhancements are wonderful. But for me itõs all 

about the brushes, the emulation of actual artistsõ tools and the just-plain-fun features and plug-ins  

To get the look and feel of using oils, watercolor, chalk, pen, liquid ink, distortion tools or pencils, just to name a few 

of the many brush categories, you really need a Wacom tablet. I was about to add òor equivalent,ó but I donõt think 

that there is anything quite like working with a Wacom.  

To get the most out of Painter, throw caution to the wind, there are no mistakes  CTRL/CMD + A (select all) followed 

by Delete will remove any unwanted traces from your canvas. Painter 11 is the doorway into endless hours of exploring 

and discovering your creative nature. No toxic fumes, messy setup or tiring cleanup  

Title:  Corel PainterÊ 11 

Vendor:  Corel 

www.corel.com 

Price:  $399.00 full version; $199 to upgrade 

Requires:   

Windows®: Windows XP (32-bit or 64-bit Editions), or Windows Vista (32-bit or 64-bit Editions) with latest 

Service Pack, Pentium® IV, 700 MHz or greater, 1 GB of RAM, 500 MB of hard disk space for installation, 24-bit color 

display, 1024 x 768 screen resolution, CD-ROM, Internet Explorer® 6 or greater, Mouse or tablet.  

Mac OS®: Mac OS X 10.4 or 10.5 (with latest revision), Power Mac® G5, 700 MHz or greater, 1 GB of RAM, 500 

MB of hard disk space for installation, 24-bit color display, 1024 x 768 screen resolution, CD-ROM, Safari® Web 

browser, Mouse or tablet. 
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Request for SeniorNet Instructors and Coaches 

 

The SeniorNet team is in need of instructors and coaches (to assist instructors) in computer classes held at the Costa 

Mesa Senior Center.  These are volunteer opportunities.  For more info, please contact Frank Mastroly 

(president.bod@ocipug.org).  Information regarding the SeniorNet classes conducted at the center is available at Link. 

 
 
 

End Piece and Fine Print 
 

OCIPUG (Orange Coast IBM PC User Group) was founded in 1985 as a resource to current and prospective IBM PC-

compatible computer users in Californiaõs Orange County and surrounding areas (south of LA).  OCIPUG is an 

independent, California, non-profit (501.c.3) corporation not affiliated with any vendor or supplier.  This user group is 

a member of the òAssociation of Personal Computer User Groupsó (APCUG).  A copy of the groups Bylaws is posted at 

Link.  

README.DOC is a publication of OCIPUG.  Views expressed on these pages are those of the identified author or the 

README.DOC editor and are not those of OCIPUG.  There is NO GUARANTEE that the information provided is correct, 

that doing what is suggested will produce the desired result, or that doing what is suggested will not produce an 

unintended result.  PLEASE proceed at YOUR OWN RISK.  Company and product names may be trademarks or registered 

trademarks of their respective companies. All trademarks are acknowledged. 

Submissions are solicited and will be considered on a first-come-first-served basis.  The README.DOC editor reserves 

the right to publish or not published submitted articles with no commitment as to timing of publication.  Receipt of 

submissions may not be acknowledged.  Please e-mail submissions in Microsoft Word (.doc or docx only) or .txt format 

to editor@ocipug.org. 

Comments and corrections should be e-mailed to editor@ocipug.org. 

mailto:president.bod@ocipug.org
http://www.costamesaseniorcenter.org/computer_classes.html
http://www.apcug.net/
http://www.ocipug.org/Other%20Docs/OCIPUG%20BYLAWS%20092006.pdf
mailto:editor@ocipug.org
mailto:editor@ocipug.org

